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Acropolis - Greece




    The Acropolis is Athens’ most recognizable, breathtaking and astounding site.




    The Acropolis is in fact the name of the hill upon which there are three main temples:




    1) Parthenon




    2) Erechteion




    3) Temple of Athena Nike




    The total size of the Parthenon is amazing when you comprehend it was built 2,500 years ago. The museum houses artefacts found in the temples on the Acropolis, which were put there to avoid weather damage.




    
Ajanta Caves - India




    The Ajanta caves are located 99 km away from Aurangabad district in the state of Maharashtra in India. The Ajanta caves were carved out from the 2nd century BC to the 6th century AD and are ranked high as a world heritage site.




    Ajanta consists of 30 rock cut caves. The caves include paintings and sculptures considered to be masterpieces of Buddhist religious art.




    
Alcatraz Island -USA




    Alcatraz Island is a small isle with a colorful history. Located in the San Francisco Bay, the land has filled important functions for the United States since California’s Gold Rush.




    Today it is best known for housing the Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary. Alcatraz Island has been a national recreation area since 1963.




    The island’s isolation amidst cold water and powerful currents made prisoner escape highly unlikely. A brick jailhouse was quickly constructed, and long-term military prisoners were delivered there by 1868.




    Today, the island is part of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. The National Park Service provides tours. During the warmer months, tourists reach the island via a ferry that departs San Francisco’s Fisherman’s Wharf neighborhood. Some Alcatraz Island attractions include the scenic bay view, the island’s flora and fauna, and tours of the famous prison.




    
Alpirsbach Monastery - Germany




    Nestled in the Northern Black Forest, Alpirsbach Monastery echoes with the souls that once worshipped within its walls. While clinging to a forgotten time with a white-knuckled grip, the monastery boasts a 900-year history beautifully kept intact while the world outside changed and modernized.




    As with many monasteries, Alpirsbach has magnificent cloisters which lead out to a square courtyard. Cloisters give a sense of openness to the closed-off building as the outer façade has no glass. Now, ivy twists and turns through the intricately carved stone windows, bringing life to the empty reverberations in the hallways. All kinds of weather intrude from the courtyard, bringing the outside in – whether sunshine, rain, or snow.




    
Arequipa (The White City) – Peru




    Nestling in the shadow of El Misti – a snow-capped volcano which towers above it – lays the city of Arequipa. Known as La Ciudad Blanca (‘the White City’) because of the local white volcanic rock, it is one of the jewels of Peru.




    As well as the kind of facilities and culture you'd expect from a major city, the people of Arequipa are justly proud of the amazing sites the city offers for tourists. Probably the main attraction in Arequipa is the convent-city of Santa Catalina, 2 blocks from the Plaza. It really is a city in miniature and housed over 200 nuns and 300 servants until it opened its doors to the public in 1970. It was a closed convent and today the nuns live in a small closed area while the miniature streets and houses which were previously the nuns’ cells are open from 9am-4pm. It’s an amazing place and you can really feel the history as you walk around.




    Outside the city itself, Colca Canyon is one of the undoubted highlights. It is twice as deep as the Grand Canyon and is 163m short of being the deepest in the world - all this at 3,500m above sea-level! It offers almost unparalleled views and is also probably the best place to see the famous giant Andean Condor. The sides of the canyon are lined with pre-Inca terraces, lying in between tiny villages clinging to the precipitous sides.




    
Aurora Borealis - Scandinavia




    Lights in the sky have fascinated people for thousands of years. Travel to the Arctic and you’ll start thinking you are having hallucinations. During the evenings, the sky will literally glow.




    They are part of a larger light phenomenon known as aurora. The aurora is the result of streams of electrons reacting to the magnetic field of the Earth. At far northern latitudes, the magnetic field is very close to the surface of the planet. Where the field penetrates the atmosphere, electrons react with gases such as oxygen and produce the effect known as the northern lights.




    The aurora is undeniably beautiful. The lights appear in a variety of forms, but often combine a glow and curtain like roll. The light literally appears to slowly flow across the sky much like a sheet in the wind. The lights, however, can also appear in a curve similar to a rainbow or long lines. The specific shape is entirely dependent on how the magnetic field is interacting with the atmosphere.




    The best times to see the lights are September through April (11 pm to 2 am).




    
Berlin Wall - Germany




    The Berlin Wall was originally one hundred miles long and was constructed by the Communist government of the former east. All that is left today are a few sections of the wall near the Ostbahnhof and the Reichstag.




    These sections have been preserved to remind Berliners of the 28-year division of their city. The remnants of the Berlin Wall now serve as an outdoor gallery of art from local and city artists.




    
Big Ben - UK




    When people think of Big Ben, they think of the clock tower near the House of Parliament. Big Ben is, in fact, the name for the bell inside the tower. Regardless, it is probably one of the most famous landmarks in London.




    The bell chimes every 15 minutes so all Londoners can hear. If you’re a native of the UK, you can climb the clock tower to see Big Ben, however oversees visitors are not permitted to tour the tower.




    
Blarney Castle – Republic Of Ireland




    Blarney Castle is a medieval stronghold in Blarney near Cork.




    Though earlier fortifications were built on the same spot, the current keep was built by the MacCarthy of Muskerry dynasty.




    The noted Blarney Stone is found among the machicolations of the castle.




    
Blue Lagoon - Iceland




    The blue lagoon is a stunning natural feature in Iceland. The white Silica mud and blue green algae form natural sediment on the bottom of the lagoon. This sediment gives the lagoon it’s opaque, aquamarine color.




    It is purported to have curative powers and has a water temperature of 40 degrees C.




    
Bora Bora – French Polynesia




    Bora Bora is an island and is part of the Society Islands of French Polynesia.




    Bora Bora is a major international tourist destination, famous for its aqua-centric luxury resorts. If scuba diving and snorkelling do it for you then this is the place to be.




    The major settlement, Vaitape is on the western side of the main island, opposite the main channel into the lagoon.




    
Brandenburg Gate - Germany




    This is Berlin's only remaining city gate and is the most known town’s landmark and also symbol of the division and reunion of the city. It was situated in the no man's land just behind the wall and reopened after the Fall of the Wall on December 22, 1989.




    The sandstone construction, built from 1788 to 1791 to plans by C.G. Langhans, has 12 Doric columns and is based on the propylaeum of the Acropolis in Athens.




    
Buckingham Palace - UK




    Buckingham Palace is probably London’s most famous building, and still a working Palace and home to the Queen. If you go in the summer months when the Queen is in Scotland you can get a tour of the staterooms.




    You can witness the famous “Changing of the Guards” at Buckingham Palace.  It takes place every day at 11:30am.




    
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park And The Mountain Gorillas - Uganda
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