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Before you start reading this book, please get hold of some HIGHLIGHTERS and mark what blesses you.


May I ask you for a favor? If you have been blessed,
please promise that you would
recommend this book to your friends.
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DEDICATION


I dedicate this book to my dear wife Anni, who has faithfully been at my side in marriage, family and global ministry for over 53 years.


Just last week, I said to her: “When I look on your face, I see the rising sun.”


When we started our lives together, we chose Psalm 113:3, “From the rising of the sun, till the going down of the same the name of the Lord be praised.”


REINHARD BONNKE









PREFACE


I was invited to preach at a Christian meeting where the people did not believe in the power of the Holy Spirit. Suddenly, in the middle of my service, the Holy Spirit fell, and the people were rejoicing, being filled with the Spirit and praising. When I looked at the crowd, right in the middle were three or four people who were totally untouched. They had their eyes open and were looking around instead of participating in the supernatural event. And then it came to my heart–these people must be asbestos Christians. They were fireproof, even when the fire of the Holy Spirit fell. I want to tell you, I personally am flammable for God. I want to burn with the fire of the Holy Spirit and carry a burning torch right to the end of my life. This experience gave me the title of this book. And I put that question to you today. Are you flammable or fireproof?









INTRODUCTION


The book of Acts reads better than any modern novel. It has clearly defined characters–some in leading roles and others as supporting cast. It has action, adventure, triumph and tragedy. The scenes change from Jerusalem to Damascus to Antioch to Rome, from prison cells to shipwrecks. We encounter the wind of the Holy Spirit and the emboldened peasant apostles who moved in phenomenal miracles and baffled government leaders of their day. However, these great apostles were not always distinguished nor did they always act nobly.


I was startled when I read in Mark 16:8 that the disciples, before Jesus ascended to heaven, did not believe. The same unbelief is found in Mark 16:11. Then, two verses later in verse 13, the same four words– they did not believe. Again, in verse 14, the same four words–they did not believe. They were a bunch of unbelievers! But what amazes me most is the fact that in the next verse, verse 15, Jesus said to these unbelieving and fearful believers, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” If I had been there, please allow me to say this, I would have approached Jesus from behind and whispered into His ear, “Master, Lord, don’t You know that the disciples You just gave the Supreme Commission to are a bunch of unbelievers? They will never be able to do it.” I think Jesus would have turned around, put His finger over His lips and said quietly to me, “Bonnke, you don’t know that I have a secret.”


What was the secret? Something happened between verse 14 and verse 20. In verse 20, we read, “They went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the Word through the accompanying signs, Amen.” What happened between verse 14 and verse 20? Chronologically, Acts Chapter 2 happened. The disciples walked out of weakness and arrived at the power to do what Jesus had commissioned them to execute after He ascended to heaven: “But you shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). In the same way, we all can leave weakness and step into unending power.


Power is the essence of the Christian witness. It is not a Gospel accessory. It is not the bell on a bicycle–it is the whole machine! There is never the slightest hint that some disciples would be powerless. To be blunt, Christianity is either supernatural or nothing at all. We had–and still have–a supernatural Jesus, with a supernatural ministry, creating a supernatural Church, with a supernatural Gospel and a supernatural Bible. Take the miraculous away and you have taken Christianity’s life away. The Church becomes an ethical society or a social club when it is intended to be the grid system for transmitting the power of God into this powerless world. You and I are conductors of God’s power to the world!


The Holy Spirit and the Gospel of Christ’s redeeming love are inseparably tied together in the bundle of life. If you want to see the power of God, then ignore all the techniques, manipulation and psycho-suggestion and simply preach the Word! That is where the power of God is released–right in the Gospel. I do not take only one thing out of God’s treasure chest. I proclaim the whole Gospel, which contains everything that we human beings need–salvation, forgiveness, healing peace, hope and deliverance.


I have penned some strong teachings on the Holy Spirit for you, and I have put together some dynamic Points of Power on the Holy Spirit (FIRE POINTS). I want to challenge your thinking on the Holy Spirit and inspire you to believe in the amazing power of the Spirit within you. There is a dynamic, dead-raising power on the inside of you. God has made it available to every believer. There is no excuse for weakness against sin or evil. After all, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13).


To tell you the truth, this book summarizes the secrets of my life and ministry. I know for sure, if you apply these principles, they will do the same for you.


Multitudes have been baptized in the Holy Spirit during our Gospel campaigns, and we regularly witness mighty manifestations of the power and love of God. I want to explain the understanding that I have gained from these events. My final authority is always the Bible. Certainly, experience has helped me to grasp the things of the Spirit, but as Peter wrote, God “has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). Scripture validates experience. In sharing my understanding of the things of the Spirit, I try to show that my conclusions are arrived at through the Word, illuminated by what I have seen.









RAPID GOSPEL FIRE


For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.


ROMANS 1:16


TAKE THE SAFETY OFF


The Gospel is the only gun which brings a dead man back to life when shot.


FOUNDING DOCUMENTS


The Bible is the constitution of the Kingdom of God. No majority of any parliament on earth, no earthly government or Supreme Court can change it. Democratic vote or consensus does not decide Bible truth. “Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89). Jesus said, “I am the truth” (John 14:6).


BREAKING NEWS


The Gospel, when preached, happens! It becomes an event.


UNLEASH THE FIRE


We do not defend the Gospel with barbed wire. The Gospel is best defended when exposed to its enemies. It knows how to tackle them.


ROCK SOLID


The Word of God is a solid rock, not a heap of pebbles which is a collection of Christian opinions.


AMBASSADORS


The Gospel is not an amendment to improve a human resolution. No matter how humble the Gospel preacher, effectively he is an officer of the Crown, speaking with authority from the Kingdom of God. “We are ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20).


NOT MAD NEWS


The Gospel is not a word of judgment. It is GLAD news, not MAD news. Christ is the Resurrection and the Life.


ALWAYS FRESH


The Gospel is not a story which has been preserved like the story of Alexander the Great. It isn’t a mummified relic of the past. There’s no such thing as old electricity or old wind, and there’s no such thing as an old Gospel.


AGELESS


The Word of God is as ageless as life. It is not an antique needing preservation. God preserves the church. “In Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28).


GOSPEL GRENADE


When faith and witness combine, it produces something like an explosion. Paul said the Gospel is “the power of God” (Romans 1:16).


NATIONAL SECURITY


The Gospel is nothing less than a nation-saver. It is a power pack for the nations, designed to put a dynamic charge into all life. Jesus saves!
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GOD OF WONDERS


“Now when He (Jesus) got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves. But He was asleep. Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are perishing!’ But He said to them, ‘Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?’ Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. So the men marveled, saying, ‘Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?’”


MATTHEW 8:23-27
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Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we all have access to a dead-raising, resurrection power A powerless church is a disgrace. The Holy Spirit is always in on the act when you act for God. If you don’t work for God, you don’t need power, and none will be given. But once you are baptized in the Spirit, the potency is unstoppable.


PAUL PRAYS FOR THE EPHESIANS (1:18-20 NIV) THAT “THE EYES of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know . . . His incomparable great power FOR US who believe. That power is like the working of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead.” Paul uses a word here to describe the greatness of the available resources—megethos. The nuclear bomb is measured in “megatons.” But Paul goes one better and talks about “hyper megethos” or super greatness. That is how we should measure our effectiveness in Christian service, and that is the resource available to every one of God’s servants.
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The Divine nature is not just supernatural; it is miraculous. God’s power, love and goodness transcend all matter. Where the presence of God is, expect light, life and excellence–mountains are made low, valleys are lifted and the crooked is made straight (Isaiah 40:4). There is no such word as impossible in God’s dictionary.


THE IMPOSSIBLE HAPPENS WHEN GOD IS AROUND. IT IS HIS hallmark. Creation itself began when He passed by. Job speaks of the universe as “but the outer fringe of His works” (Job 26:14 NIV), like a track left by walking on wet grass. It was the same with Jesus. You could tell when He had passed through a Jewish village. There were no sick people left! Where He is, there’s no problem with walking on waves, healing the sick or feeding 5,000 with a boy’s packed lunch. It just happens; the elements bend to His will. “God causes EVERYTHING to work together for the good of those who love God . . . ” (Romans 8:28 NLT).
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God is not just supernatural; He is miraculous by nature, and so is His Spirit. Everything about Him is miraculous, and so is everything He does. To have the Spirit is to expect the miraculous, to believe in the Spirit is to believe in the miraculous, and to walk with the Spirit is to move and work in the miraculous. You are made for signs and wonders!


THE ONLY SPIRIT THAT JESUS PROMISED US IS THE MIRACLE Spirit—the Holy Spirit. There is no non-miracle Holy Spirit. To claim to possess the Holy Spirit and deny the very work which has always distinguished Him can only grieve Him. He began with the supreme physical wonder of creating the world. He does not change His nature. What He was, He is and always will be—God operating on the earthly scene. “I am who I am” (Exodus 3:14). The Holy Spirit, who made the world supernaturally, should have no difficulty in continuing supernaturally.
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Fallen, weak and human, our natural tendency is to doubt and rationalize the things of the Spirit, but in Christ Jesus, our spirit is reborn. Now we have faith to live in the supernatural and believe for the miraculous. Don’t let your natural state or physical circumstances talk you out of your miracle.


GOD CREATED THE NATURAL ORDER AND OPERATES through natural law. He is neither bound to nor limited by them or our weaknesses. He is able to exceed our expectations and even our wildest dreams (Ephesians 3:20). And we can trust this. After all, “God is not a human, that He should lie, and He is not a human being, that He should change His mind. Does He speak and then not act? Does He promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers 23:19 NIV).









BAPTIZED IN FIRE


“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He Who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”


MATTHEW 3:11
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The baptism of the Spirit is a complete immersion of your entire being–spirit, soul, body–into the Holy Spirit. It is not partial, symbolic or temporary. Every part of your being is dipped and thoroughly bathed in this precious Liquid Fire, permanently. It is not a one-time event, as in water baptism. It is an ongoing experience that changes your very nature and surroundings.


SOME PEOPLE WANT ICE CREAM CHRISTIANITY, COLD BUT nice. They want their churches to be like museums. But the church is not a freeze box. It is the Father’s house. The Holy Spirit warms us up for the Father’s house.
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Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Deborah, Elijah and Elisha–all these names inspire awe and wonder, but they were human with passions like you and I (James 5:17). The same Spirit that was upon them is in us. We did not receive a second-rate Spirit or experience, and we should not expect a second-rate result.


THE BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT ENDUES BELIEVERS WITH THE Spirit of the prophets. When the prophets experienced God supernaturally, they called it the Spirit of the prophets. Joel 2:28 promised that the same Spirit of the prophets would be poured out on all flesh. People of all kinds would prophesy, not just an individual here and there.
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The Kingdom of God has come, and we hold the keys to it. We may look ordinary, innocuous or inconsequential, but make no mistake, we are full of power–the power of the Holy Spirit–and we are vital to God’s redemptive plan. Our tongues have the power to impact destinies and change the course of events, and in our hands, we carry the healing balm of Gilead.


WHEN ELECTRICITY WAS FIRST DISCOVERED, IT WAS considered by most observers to be an amusing novelty. Two hundred years ago, few people could conceive of the potential of the power of electricity to drive industry and light whole cities. When people speak with other tongues, it is a sign of the potential of the power of the Holy Spirit. We can derive our confidence in what God can do from the manifestation of the Spirit. The Spirit of God will not be limited to isolated incidents but will permeate our entire ministry if we let Him. Looking tame? Christians may look tame, but so does an electric cable—until you touch it.









YOU SHALL RECEIVE POWER


“Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, ‘Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?’ And He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’”


ACTS 1:6-8
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Jesus said, “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). Without that vitality, we have a secularized, rationalized and harmless religion. Mystical contemplation bears no resemblance to New Testament dynamism; quietism is for Buddhists, not Christians. Don’t hold back!


HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERMENT IS INTENDED TO BE THE NORMAL way Christians function. Being filled with the Spirit is shown to have had a dynamic and energizing effect, or “power” (dunamis), in the New Testament and in the lives of millions of people since then. There is very little Scripture to suggest that the Holy Spirit comes upon men like a quiet breath, unobtrusive and unnoticed. It is usually very noticeable. Manifestations of the Spirit include fire, wind, noise, wonders, outward signs, power and visible effects.


[image: ]


[image: ]


The Holy Spirit is not a super-drug, a tranquilizer or a stimulant. He does not come to give us an emotional experience, but make no mistake about it: His presence is heart-moving. Life is tough. God sends His power to people in tough situations. He is the original life force meant to empower us to live victoriously, abundantly and to be a witness to the world.


“YOU SHALL BE BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT NOT MANY days from now . . . You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:5, 8). Could it happen in our time? Well, it did for me. I cannot think of anything more wonderful for human beings than that. It means being filled with God. It is not ‘getting high’ on God, a sort of euphoric, giddy happiness, all froth and bubble. It is about real enablement, strength of character, healing in the body, Divine protection, wisdom, and an increase in intelligence, favor, and all the goodness we need to live this life.
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Evangelism is a fiery chariot with a burning messenger,
preaching a blazing Gospel on wheels of fire!
Allow the Holy Spirit to make your ministry His chariot.






OEBPS/images/2-1.jpg
N
’\‘M

[ b i
{

.





