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        Burlington, Sept. 12, 1851.

      

      

      
        
        James W. Wall, Esq.

        Dear Sir—At the conclusion of your very interesting Address, delivered last evening, before the Mechanics Library Association, it was, on motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to request a copy of the same for publication. In pursuance of our appointment, as said Committee, we beg leave to request that you will, at your earliest convenience, furnish us with a copy of the same.

        Very respectfully,

        

      

      
        
        GEORGE GASKILL,

        EDWIN HAAS,

        THOMAS MILNOR,

        Committee.

      

      

      

      
        
        Burlington, Sept. 13, 1851.

      

      

      
        
        To Messrs. Gaskill, Haas & Milnor, Committee:

        Gentlemen—

        Yours of the 12th inst. Has been received. If the members of the Association think that the sentiments contained in my Address will, through the medium of the press, exert a stronger and wider influence in convincing the Mechanics of Burlington of the necessity existing, earnestly to support their Library Association, I very cheerfully comply with the request they have so flatteringly made through you.

        Yours, respectfully,

        

      

      
        
        JAMES W. WALL.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Address

          

        

      

    

    
      Gentlemen of the Mechanics Library Association:—

      

      I have selected for the subject of my Lecture this evening, “The Intellectual Advancement of the Age, and its demands on every Citizen,” because I considered it the best adapted to the occasion which has called us together.

      The association for mental improvement, of the men of labor, the men, upon whose toil and talent we depend for all that makes life an enjoyment, and society a blessing, is most assuredly an occasion of high importance; and no subject can be better adapted to such an occasion, than a discourse upon the intellectual progress of the age, and the claim which rests upon every citizen, to keep pace with such progress.

      Associations of men of one trade have been common in all ages, for uniting interests, strengthening enterprise, and benefiting the world. Associations have been formed, and are constantly forming, for protecting particular classes from want — suffering, and disease. Philanthropy has enlisted under her broad banner, and while heart answers to heart, must continue to enlist earth’s noblest spirits for the protection, preservation, and lifting up of downtrodden humanity. But of all associations, none surpass in dignity, and importance, the union of men for intellectual improvement; and first in importance, stands such an union as you this day have formed. A union for mental improvement of the working classes — those sons of toil, without whose aid the world would stand still, the march of improvement be arrested, and the boasted spirit of the age die out.

      The object of this Association, is the formation of a Mechanics Library and Reading Room. The great end of such organization, to impart a taste for literary culture, and literary research. To induce, and encourage the devotion of hours, not occupied by labor, to obtaining the rich and valuable information, which systematic reading can impart. — this is a noble and glorious aim; and by so doing, you are aiding in the intellectual advancement of the age, and preparing as far as in you lies, to answer its demands.

      Let us now inquire what the intellectual advancement of the age is, and how great its demands are?

      The rise and decline of empires, are measured by centuries. The dissolution of old forms of government, has ever been a preparation for new phases of humanity. Dynasties may die out, and forms of authority be changed; but the great Law of progress still urges humanity on — and the destruction of States and empires, has ever been, but as the falling of the leaves in autumn — manuring the soil, preparing for the returning spring — for the growth of richer vegetation and more abundant harvests. The theory of national decay has become obsolete. A community is always renewing itself. If its institutions are but flexible, and elastic; if they are so constituted that instead of coming into collision with the advancing power of the human mind, they allow of the expansion of man’s intellectual energies, and accommodate themselves to their growth, there is no reason why a state should not

      
        
        
        “Flourish in eternal youth.”

      

        

      

      There is, under such circumstances, a vital power and energy in the State, which will hold on, while the world continues, ever realizing larger amounts of happiness. National spirit allowed its free scope, by institutions that encourage liberty and the diffusion of intelligence, is a pledge for such progress. Now I hold it, that in the growing intelligence of the masses, we have for our own country, the great promise of progress, and the certain pledge of its endurance. The history of this present age affords pregnant indication, that the intelligence of the great body of the industrial classes is rapidly advancing. You may trace the signs in the degree of self-culture, which is evidently extending from year to year: in the evidences of thought and feeling, furnished by almost very public meeting that is held. In the Library Institutions, similar to your own, everywhere rising, as so many centers of light and knowledge, radiating around, and everywhere exercising a beneficial influence, the value of which, is not to be measured by the exact number of subscribers, or the amount of funds which they may have in hand. On every side may be discerned the evidence, that the industrial classes in our country are more and more thinking for themselves and cultivating their own powers and faculties.
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