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INTRODUCTION

	 

	"Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil" by John Berendt is a compelling blend of true crime and travelogue, masterfully recounting a gripping story set against the backdrop of Savannah, Georgia. 

	 

	Published in 1994, the book quickly became a bestseller and remains an iconic representation of Southern gothic literature, infusing real-life events with a vivid sense of place and complex character studies.

	 

	 

	Setting and Atmosphere

	 

	Savannah, with its opulent squares and time-worn buildings, is as much a character in the book as any of the people. Berendt's Savannah is a place of haunting beauty, enigmatic characters, and old-world Southern charm, intertwined with a palpable sense of mystery. 

	 

	The city’s architecture, from the grand mansions to the moss-draped trees, plays a crucial role in setting the atmospheric depth of the narrative.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Plot and Structure

	 

	The book centers around the shooting death of Danny Hansford, a local male prostitute known for his volatile temperament, at the hands of respected art dealer Jim Williams in his majestic home, Mercer House. 

	 

	This event takes place after the first third of the book, with the early chapters methodically introducing the reader to the environment and a cast of eccentric characters, each with their own stories and peculiarities.

	 

	Berendt structures the narrative around his own experiences as a New York magazine writer who visits and eventually moves to Savannah, drawn in by its quirky inhabitants and their complex webs of social interaction. 

	 

	This allows the reader to explore the city and its culture through his explorations and encounters. The murder trial of Jim Williams provides a central storyline, but the surrounding tales of other city dwellers are equally compelling, adding layers of depth and intrigue.

	 

	 

	Key Characters

	 

	Jim Williams himself is an enigmatic figure, a self-made man who has climbed the social ladder through wit and charm, yet remains an outsider in the tightly knit social fabric of Savannah.

	His trials (he is tried four times for the same crime) provide a framework for exploring themes of justice, influence, and social standing.
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