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Robert Louis Stevenson was a 19th century writer & poet born on November 13th 1850 in Edinburgh, Scotland.

[image: Portrait by Henry Walter Barnett, 1893]

His parents were Thomas Stevenson (1818–87), a lighthouse engineer, and Margaret Isabella (born Balfour; 1829–97). 

He was baptised Robert Lewis Balfour Stevenson but at 18, Stevenson changed the spelling of "Lewis" to "Louis".

Stevenson attended Mr Henderson's School in India Street, Edinburgh in 1857.

In 1861 he moved to Edinburgh Academy, an independent school for boys, and stayed for about fifteen months. 

In 1863 he spent one term at Spring Grove boarding school in Isleworth, Middlesex 

During 1864 he was sent to Robert Thomson's private school in Edinburgh.

In 1867, Stevenson enrolled at the University of Edinburgh to study engineering.

Stevenson informed his parents in 1871 that he intended to pursue a career of letters. His father was disappointed but accepted his choice. Stevenson was encouraged to read law at Edinburgh´s University, he never practised law professionally.

During 1873 he met Sidney Colvin and Fanny (Frances Jane) Sitwell. Colvin was Stevenson's literary adviser and first editor of Stevenson's letters after his death. 

Following ill health, Stevenson travelled to Menton on the French Riviera to recuperate. He returned healthier and completed his law studies. He remained a frequent visitor of the country.

During his travels canoeing around France in 1876, he encountered Fanny Van de Grift Osbourne (1840–1914) a married woman who had left the USA in 1875 taking her children after many separations with her unfaithful husband. 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Fanny_Osbourne_1.jpg]

Around 1877, Stevenson and Fanny started a relationship. This was interrupted in 1878 when Fanny moved back to California. The following year Stevenson joined her without notifying his parents,

In May 1880, Stevenson married Fanny Van de Grift Osbourne and travelled to Britain to meet family and friends. 

Between 1880 and 1887, Stevenson suffered from ill health and lived in Scotland, England and France. 

In 1887 Stevenson’s farther died. Following this, he moved his family and mother to New York.

He spent the winter at Saranac Lake in the Adirondacks and lived at cure cottage now known as Stevenson Cottage. 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/e2/StevensonAdirondackHome.JPG/1280px-StevensonAdirondackHome.JPG]

In 1888, Stevenson chartered the yacht Casco and set sail with his family from San Francisco. For three years he wandered the eastern and central Pacific, stopping for extended stays at the Hawaiian Islands. He spent time at the Gilbert Islands, Tahiti, New Zealand, and the Samoan Islands, where he witnessed the Samoan crisis. 

In 1889 he had a voyage on the trading schooner Equator, visiting Butaritari, Mariki, Apaiang, and Abemama in the Gilbert Islands, now known as the Kiribati. 

Stevenson left Sydney on the Janet Nicoll for his third and final voyage among the South Seas islands in 1890.

Stevenson purchased a tract of about 400 acres in Upolu in 1890, an island in Samoa. Here he settled upon his estate in the village of Vailima.  

Stevenson's home showing him on the veranda in 1893.

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/97/Stevenson%27s_home_at_Vailima.jpg/1024px-Stevenson%27s_home_at_Vailima.jpg]

On the 3rd of December 1894, he died while talking to his wife and opening a bottle of wine. A cerebral haemorrhage is believed to be the cause. Stevenson was only 44 years old.

He was buried on Mt Vaea in Samoa.

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/Burial_and_grave_of_Robert_Louis_Stevenson_in_Samoa%2C_1894.jpg]

The Requiem inscribed on his tomb:


Under the wide and starry sky,

Dig the grave and let me lie.

Glad did I live and gladly die,

And I laid me down with a will.

This be the verse you grave for me:

Here he lies where he longed to be;

Home is the sailor, home from sea,

And the hunter home from the hill.
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Robert Louis Stevenson Interesting Facts!
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	He invented a sleeping bag



Stevenson enjoyed the outdoors, which included sleeping under the stars as well. He created a waterproof sleeping sack to use while hiking through mountain in France.



	“The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” was written in 6 days



Stevenson wrote one of his most famous works while unwell and confined to his bed in just 6 days.



	He was fascinated with William "Deacon" Brodie



Brodie was a notorious 18th century criminal in Scotland who Stevenson took a great interest in.



	At odds with his parents



Stevenson’s parents were always concerned over their son’s self-destructive ways. Even into his 30s, Stevenson was still being financially supported by them.



	Stevenson was an atheist



He rejected the Christian faith, much to the dismay of his parents, and remained an atheist all of his life.



	He wore corselets



Presented to him by King Tembinoka, the corsets on Gilbert Island offered protection from weapons.



	Wooden teeth



During his visit to America in 1878, a dentist removed all his teeth and provided him with wooden replacements.



	He had musical talent



Stevenson could play the piano and flageolet, he wrote more than 100 original musical compositions and arrangements.



	He gave away his birthday



Stevenson transferred his birthday to 12-year-old Annie, this was due to her being unhappy about her own birthday falling on Christmas day.
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1870s

(1878) - An Inland Voyage 

A travelogue by Stevenson about a canoeing trip through France and Belgium taken in 1876. 

(1878) - Edinburgh: Picturesque Notes 

A non-fiction travel book that pays homage to Stevenson’s city of birth.

(1879) - Travels with a Donkey in the Cevennes 

Classic outdoor literature detailing Stevenson’s travels through the Cévennes mountains.

(1879) - “The Story of a Lie” 

A short novel cantered around a lie and a quarrel between father and son.

1880s

(1881) - Virginibus Puerisque and Other Papers 

Stevenson’s first collection of personal essays.

(1882) - Familiar Studies of Men and Books 

Literary essays that explore the lives and works of nine writers from around the world and across the centuries, including Victor Hugo, Walt Whitman and Samuel Pepys. 

(1882) - New Arabian Nights 

A collection of stories including "The Suicide Club" & "The Rajah's Diamond".

(1883) - Treasure Island 

Stevenson’s first major success is a story of adventure and piracy.

(1884) - The Silverado Squatters

A travelogue of his two-month honeymoon trip with Fanny Vandegrift visiting California.

(1884) - “The Body Snatcher” 

A short story based on criminals in the employ of real-life surgeon Robert Knox around the time of the notorious Burke and Hare murders in Edinburgh.

(1885) - A Child’s Garden of Verses 

A children’s poetry collection that concerns childhood, illness, play, and solitude.

(1885) - More New Arabian Nights: The Dynamiter 

A collection of linked short stories by Robert Louis Stevenson and his wife, Fanny van der Grift Stevenson.

(1885) - Prince Otto 

Stevenson's third full-length narrative, an action romance set in the imaginary Germanic state of Grünewald.

(1886) - Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

A novella about a dual personality often seen in plays and films, the main character attempts a treatment which turns him into a psychopathic monster after consuming a drug intended to separate good from evil in a personality.

(1886) - Kidnapped 

A historical novel that tells of the boy David Balfour's pursuit of his inheritance and his alliance with Alan Breck Stewart in the intrigues of Jacobite troubles in Scotland.

(1887) - The Merry Men 

A short story based on the fictional island of Eilean Aros.

(1887) - Memories and Portraits 

A collection of short essays.

(1887) - “The Misadventures of John Nicholson” 

A tale of John Nicholson traveling from Edinburgh to America to seek fame and fortune.

(1887) - Underwoods 

A collection of poems, book 1 in English and book 2 in Scots.

(1888) - The Black Arrow 

A historical adventure novel and romance set during the Wars of the Roses.

(1888) - Memoir of Fleeming Jenkin 

A tribute to his professor of engineering at Edinburgh University, Henry Charles Fleeming Jenkin.

(1889) - The Master of Ballantrae 

A fantastic tale of revenge, set in Scotland, America, and India.

(1889) - The Wrong Box 

Co-written with Lloyd Osbourne, a comic novel of a tontine.

1890s

(1890) - Ballads 

A poems collection, some of which are based on actual folk tales of Scotland.

(1890) - Father Damien 

An open letter to the Reverend Doctor Hyde of Honolulu concerning the catholic martyr Father Damien,

(1892) - A Footnote to History 

A non-fiction work concerning the contemporary Samoan Civil War,

(1892) - Three Plays 

Deacon Brodie, Beau Austin and Admiral Guinea were co-written by Stevenson and W.E. Henley. They were published under the single title “Three Plays”.

(1892) - The Wrecker 

A story concerning the abandoned wreck of the Flying Scud at Midway Atoll. Co-written with Lloyd Osbourne, Stevenson’s stepson.

(1892) - Across the Plains 

A 12 chapter travel memoir.

(1893) - Island Nights’ Entertainments 

Three short stories: "The Beach of Falesá", "The Bottle Imp" & "The Isle of Voices".

(1893) - Catriona 

Also known as David Balfour, is a sequel to Kidnapped, telling of the story of Balfour's further adventures.

(1894) - The Ebb-Tide 

A short story concerning three beggars and co-written with Lloyd Osbourne.

Posthumous Works

(1895) - The Amateur Emigrant 

A travelogue recounting Stevenson's journey from Scotland to California.

(1895) - Songs of Travel and other Verses 

Poetry inspired by the authors travel and adventures.

(1896) – Fables

A collection of short stories.

(1896) - Weir of Hermiston 

Unfinished at the time of Stevenson's death, the novel tells the story of Archie Weir.

(1896) - In the South Seas 

The author’s personal thoughts on the South Seas culture, language, traditions and society.

(1898) - St. Ives 

Unfinished at the time of Stevenson's death, the novel was completed by Arthur Quiller-Couch.

(1898) - Letters 

Letters providing an interesting insight into the author’s life, travels, feelings and writing,
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CHAPTER 1: THE STORY OF THE DOOR
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Mr. Utterson the lawyer was a man of a rugged countenance, that was never lighted by a smile; cold, scanty and embarrassed in discourse; backward in sentiment; lean, long, dusty, dreary, and yet somehow lovable. At friendly meetings, and when the wine was to his taste, something eminently human beaconed from his eye; something indeed which never found its way into his talk, but which spoke not only in these silent symbols of the after-dinner face, but more often and loudly in the acts of his life. He was austere with himself; drank gin when he was alone, to mortify a taste for vintages; and though he enjoyed the theatre, had not crossed the doors of one for twenty years. But he had an approved tolerance for others; sometimes wondering, almost with envy, at the high pressure of spirits involved in their misdeeds; and in any extremity inclined to help rather than to reprove.

“I incline to Cain’s heresy,” he used to say. “I let my brother go to the devil in his quaintly own way.” In this character, it was frequently his fortune to be the last reputable acquaintance and the last good influence in the lives of down-going men. And to such as these, so long as they came about his chambers, he never marked a shade of change in his demeanour.

No doubt the feat was easy to Mr. Utterson; for he was undemonstrative at the best, and even his friendship seemed to be founded in a similar catholicity of good-nature. It is the mark of a modest man to accept his friendly circle ready-made from the hands of opportunity; and that was the lawyer’s way. His friends were those of his own blood or those whom he had known the longest; his affections, like ivy, were the growth of time, they implied no aptness in the object. Hence, no doubt, the bond that united him to Mr. Richard Enfield, his distant kinsman, the well-known man about town. It was a nut to crack for many, what these two could see in each other, or what subject they could find in common. It was reported by those who encountered them in their Sunday walks, that they said nothing, looked singularly dull, and would hail with obvious relief the appearance of a friend. For all that, the two men put the greatest store by these excursions, counted them the chief jewel of each week, and not only set aside occasions of pleasure, but even resisted the calls of business, that they might enjoy them uninterrupted.

It chanced on one of these rambles that their way led them down a by-street in a busy quarter of London. The street was small and what is called quiet, but it drove a thriving trade on the week-days. The inhabitants were all doing well, it seemed, and all emulously hoping to do better still, and laying out the surplus of their gains in coquetry; so that the shop fronts stood along that thoroughfare with an air of invitation, like rows of smiling saleswomen. Even on Sunday, when it veiled its more florid charms and lay comparatively empty of passage, the street shone out in contrast to its dingy neighbourhood, like a fire in a forest; and with its freshly painted shutters, well-polished brasses, and general cleanliness and gaiety of note, instantly caught and pleased the eye of the passenger.

Two doors from one corner, on the left hand going east, the line was broken by the entry of a court; and just at that point, a certain sinister block of building thrust forward its gable on the street. It was two stories high; showed no window, nothing but a door on the lower story and a blind forehead of discoloured wall on the upper; and bore in every feature, the marks of prolonged and sordid negligence. The door, which was equipped with neither bell nor knocker, was blistered and distained. Tramps slouched into the recess and struck matches on the panels; children kept shop upon the steps; the schoolboy had tried his knife on the mouldings; and for close on a generation, no one had appeared to drive away these random visitors or to repair their ravages.
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