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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“I shall do my utmost to fulfill my duty towards my country. I am very young and inexperienced, but I am sure that very few have more real goodwill and more real desire to do what is fit and right than I have.”

	 


These were the words the young queen wrote in her diary when she ascended the throne.

	There's probably not a person reading this who has not watched the enthralling mini-series "Victoria" and been enchanted by the little Queen, the volatile relationship with the love of her life with the dour and serious Prince Albert, and the dynamics of her growing family and her many Prime Ministers.

	Queen Victoria’s 64-year reign commenced just after her 18th birthday. She was the second-longest-ruling monarch in history and has only just been topped by Queen Elizabeth II, who was her great-great-granddaughter. Queen Victoria, a very petite woman at a mere 5 ft tall, had a gigantic sense of duty and commitment to her role as monarch and her family, and she molded the modern monarchy.

	She was born Alexandrina Victoria on 24 May 1819. Her father was Edward Duke of Kent, and her mother was Princess Maria Louisa. Victoria was named after her godfather Tsar Alexander I. When she was born, she was fifth in line for the crown, so it did not seem very likely that she would become queen.

	 Circumstances soon had her first in line for the throne, and she was forced into a repressive and unpleasant system of never being left alone and being forced to sleep with her mother. Her mother and John Conroy, her stepfather, were determined to control Victoria.

	Victoria soon dispatched her mother and John Conroy when she ascended the throne and moved into Buckingham Palace.

	Her first Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne, gave her support, advice, and guidance, and she worked under his guidance to modernize the monarchy and the empire. She supported arts, culture, industrialization, and a vast number of charities. 

	Victoria married the German Prince Albert, who was her first cousin. She was utterly in love with him. He was a serious young man who got frustrated with his wife's refusal to share her royal responsibilities with him, but he influenced her progressive reign a great deal.

	They had nine children in 17 years.  They nearly all married into European royal families, and Queen Victoria had 42 grandchildren, many of who became rulers of countries in their own right. Some of her notable great-grandchildren include Elizabeth II, King Constantine of Greece, King Michael of Romania, and many others. King Charles III of England is her great-great-great grandson.

	Albert died unexpectedly of typhoid fever in 1861. He was only 42. Victoria was devastated and spent nearly 10 years in seclusion. She wore full black mourning for the rest of her life.

	Her popularity dwindled while she was in isolation, but it improved after she picked up the reins of public monarchy again. She was instrumental in supporting improvements in health care, poor relief, and education. Her foreign policies promoted peace, and the empire expanded under her reign. She survived 7 assassination attempts but still continued to go out in public carrying a chain mail umbrella to protect her from bullets.
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