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Chapter One

	Introduction

	Ethiopia is more than just another beautiful East African country. It’s a melting pot of cultures, languages, timekeeping, cuisine, trade, and tourism that has evolved since its establishment in the thirteenth century. 

	Unlike some of its African and international counterparts, Ethiopia has a rich history of powerful female rulers. In fact, as recently as 1916 to 1930, Empress and Queen Zewditu ruled the country, and was the first globally recognized female African head of state. Being a progressive country did not stop there for Ethiopia—a Jewish Queen, Gudit, ruled parts of the country in the 10th century. While Gudit's short-lived reign ended in throngs of fire, it cannot be denied that Ethiopia is a trailblazing country.

	Its main claim to fame is that it is one of only two African countries (the other being Liberia) which have never been colonized. Many parties have tried to bend Ethiopia and its residents to their will over the centuries and have failed. An attempted Italian occupation failed to hold sway over the country between 1936 and 1941. 

	The vibrant country runs on its own calendar. Instead of the solar calendar that the rest of the world has adopted from Ancient Rome, Ethiopia follows a 13-month calendar. The Ethiopian calendar is derived from the country’s Egyptian origins and includes leap years every four years. This means that they are currently living through the year 2012! We hope they'll have a better 2020 than the rest of the world did.

	Modern mankind has Ethiopia's history to thank for its favorite drink: coffee! A legend passed down through history, from generation to generation, is that a sheep herder noticed that his goats were more energetic and unable to sleep at night after feasting on a particular berry during the day. He used the berries to make his own brew and felt that he could stay awake during his long night shifts after drinking it. He shared this brew with local monks and the rest is caffeinated history! Today, thanks to this delicious part of Ethiopia's remarkable history, 500 billion cups of coffee are drunk every year.

	Religion and economy are two of Ethiopia's mainstays. Its economy had evolved from a rudimentary barter system that existed for centuries before the Aksumite king Menelik II established the first bank in the country, the Bank of Abyssinia, in 1905. With branches in Harar, Dire Dawa, Gore, and Dembidolo, the bank was renamed as the Bank of Ethiopia in 1932.

	Ethiopia's history is steeped in an ancient form of Christianity. This Orthodox form of faith means that to this day, Ethiopians do not eat meat on Wednesdays and Fridays. This makes the country a perfect vacation spot for vegetarians as Ethiopia's cuisine features plenty of vegetable-based curries, stews, and dishes.

	Adding to the historical influences the Christian faith has had on Ethiopia, the country is believed to be home to the biblical Ark of The Covenant which holds the Ten Commandments. St. Mary of Tsion, known as "The Mother Church of Ethiopia" employs a special guardian for the Covenant, and even they are not allowed to take a peek to see if it is actually there.
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