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Editor Foreword
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“Those who don't know history are doomed to repeat it.” ― Edmund Burke

More than ever, it is important that we equip ourselves with the power of knowledge through meaningful and thought-provoking discussions to learn from some of the most impactful books in the marketplace today. 

It is our aim to provide quality content for readers to learn critical lessons contained in these books - fast and efficiently. This is why we have distilled the major points into questions made easy for various settings, whether alone or with friends and family. 

Thanks for reading, 

BookMaster
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Part One: Discussion Questions 
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About the Book’s Content
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Nightmare Scenario: Inside the Trump Administration's Response to the Pandemic That Changed History was written by The Washington Post journalists Damian Paletta and Yasmeen Abutaleb. Discuss why journalists are qualified to write books such as this one. What characteristics or skills do they possess?

	The book opens with the prologue, “Covered in Death,” and provides the COVID-19 statistics as of August 27, 2020. The statistics show that there have been 5,800,000 confirmed cases and 180,000 confirmed deaths in the US alone. Each chapter opens with statistics for different timelines. Do you think this is an effective opening for each chapter? If so, why? If not, why not? Discuss. 

	Chapter 1 is called “The Invisible Enemy.” In it, the authors write about the first time the White House heard about the pandemic. The central character in this chapter is Alex Azar, the former United States Secretary of Health and Human Services. Paletta and Abutaleb reveal how Trump was “angry” at Azar which is why he refused to listen to him when he told him a pandemic was coming. Who is the invisible enemy and is there more than one? Discuss the title of Chapter 1. 

	The authors make a point of including numerous instances in which the American government was paying attention to the wrong things. On 1 February 2020, the majority of the cruise ship passengers on the Diamond Princess tested positive for COVID-19. Those in the White House spent a great deal of time trying to decide what to do with these passengers. All the while, there was little to no consideration for the far larger numbers of potentially infected people who were coming to the United States via air and land after having gone to Canada or Mexico. Have you ever heard the expression, “the elephant in the room”? How does this expression apply to this situation? Discuss. Why did the government delay the closing of the borders?
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