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Introduction

	There have been individuals throughout American history who have had an indelible impact on our country's narrative. One such famous figure is a man whose life and accomplishments are truly exceptional, a man whose influence extends from the highest levels of power to the core of popular culture. This is an accurate depiction of Donald Trump's life.

	Donald John Trump came into this world on June 14, 1946, in the lively borough of Queens, New York City, during a period when the country was in the process of healing from the wounds of World War II. He was the fourth child out of five born to Fred and Mary Anne Trump, a family that had accumulated riches through real estate ventures, which would serve as the groundwork for the future pursuits of a young Donald.

	From an early age, it was clear that Donald Trump possessed a fiery ambition that set him apart from his peers. He attended the Kew-Forest School and later the New York Military Academy, where his discipline and competitive spirit began to shine. These formative years would play a pivotal role in shaping the man he would become.

	As the 1960s gave way to the '70s, Donald Trump embarked on his journey into the world of real estate. He joined his father's company, the Trump Organization, and quickly displayed a knack for deal-making. It was during this period that he made his first significant mark on the Manhattan skyline with the construction of the Grand Hyatt Hotel. This success was just a harbinger of things to come.

	But Donald Trump was not content with mere real estate ventures; he had his sights set on grander horizons. In 1979, he acquired a share of the iconic Commodore Hotel, a dilapidated relic of New York's past. Through sheer determination and business acumen, he transformed it into the opulent Grand Hyatt we know today. This project foreshadowed his future as a developer who could breathe life into even the most challenging ventures.

	The '80s marked a period of unparalleled ascent for Trump. His name became synonymous with luxury and excess, embodied by his construction of Trump Tower on Fifth Avenue. This gleaming edifice of glass and bronze not only reshaped the New York City skyline but also solidified Trump's status as a real estate mogul. With his signature flair, he spared no expense in creating opulent residences, attracting celebrities and dignitaries from around the globe.

	But Donald Trump's ambitions didn't end with real estate. In the late '90s, he ventured into the world of entertainment, owning the Miss Universe pageant and making cameo appearances in films and television shows. His larger-than-life persona and charisma made him a fixture in popular culture.

	It was in 2016, however, that Donald Trump embarked on his most audacious journey yet – a quest for the highest office in the land. He declared his candidacy for the presidency, an endeavor that would defy conventions and challenge the very core of American politics.

	We will discover not only the man behind the name but also the forces and events that have molded him into a figure of historical significance.

	




Chapter 1


	The Early Years

	In the vibrant borough of Queens, New York City, a place where dreams of every shade were born and nurtured, a legend began. It was a June day in 1946 when young Donald John Trump first graced this world with his presence. Fred Trump, the stalwart real-estate developer, and Mary Anne MacLeod Trump, a spirited immigrant from the rolling hills of Scotland, welcomed their fourth child with open arms. In the midst of a city bursting with diversity, young Donald's life journey began.

	Nestled in the tranquil enclave of Jamaica Estates, Queens, Donald grew up amidst the steady hum of life. Surrounded by siblings who would later carve their own paths in life - Maryanne, Fred Jr., Elizabeth, and the younger Robert - Donald was born into a world where hard work, ambition, and the pursuit of the American dream were the guiding lights of the family.

	Donald's educational odyssey was a patchwork of experiences that would shape his future in ways he could scarcely imagine. It began at the Kew-Forest School, a place where he soaked in the fundamentals of learning. Those who crossed paths with him during those early years were struck by his boundless energy and a magnetic charisma that hinted at a future larger than life.

	However, the transformative moment in young Donald's life arrived when he was just 13 years old. It was then that he embarked on a journey to the New York Military Academy, a rigorous and disciplined institution known for instilling values like leadership and hard work. It was in this crucible that the young boy's character began to take shape, forged by the demands of structure and discipline.

	In 1964, a new chapter unfolded in Donald's life as he set foot on the campus of Fordham University. With a heart full of curiosity and a mind eager for knowledge, he embarked on an academic adventure that would lay the foundation for his future endeavors. Yet, this journey would soon pivot in a profound way, as he transferred to the illustrious Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. This move was not merely a change of schools; it was a statement of intent, a testament to his burgeoning ambition.

	In May 1968, the culmination of his academic pursuits came to fruition as Donald Trump graduated with a Bachelor of Science in economics from the hallowed halls of Wharton. His education, however, was but a prologue to the epic tale he was destined to script.

	Despite his achievements, Donald Trump's college years were not without their share of challenges and controversies. In 2015, his lawyer, Michael Cohen, thrust his academic records into the spotlight, raising questions and speculation about his educational journey. This episode offered a glimpse into the fiercely guarded privacy of a man who would one day hold the highest office in the land.

	Yet, the intricacies of his early years extended beyond academia. They were intertwined with the tumultuous backdrop of the Vietnam War era. As the nation grappled with the consequences of that conflict, young men like Donald found themselves navigating the complex landscape of draft deferments. He obtained four student draft deferments, a path taken by many of his peers, protecting him from the call to military service.

	In 1966, a medical examination declared him fit for military duty, adding an element of uncertainty to his young life. By July 1968, a local draft board classified him as eligible to serve. However, fate had one more twist in store. In October of the same year, a conditional medical deferment (1-Y) was granted due to bone spurs, a condition that would forever exempt him from military service. This diagnosis would remain a subject of intrigue and debate in the years ahead.

