

[image: Cover]




[image: Title]




Thirty-Fourth Printing


Copyright 2012 by


KENYON’S GOSPEL PUBLISHING SOCIETY


ISBN:978-1-5777006-3-0




CONTENTS


First Words


1.The Why of the Book


2.How He Obtained His Name


3.What Is Back of the Name


4.The Use of the Name


5.In My Name Ye Shall Cast Out Demons


6.Man and Miracles


7.The Place of Faith in the Use of the Name


8.The Name in the Gospels


9.The Book of Acts


10.The Name in the Epistles


11.The Name in Daily Conflict


12.Contrast of Sense Knowledge Faith and Revelation Faith


13.The Name in Baptism


14.Identification With Christ


15.Man’s Three-fold Nature


16.Fellowship and Relationship


17.Our Spiritual Initiative in Prayer


Last Words




FIRST WORDS



THIS message is a struggle to make real to the modern church the hidden wealth of an almost unknown truth of the Word of God.



The writer has felt for years that the disciples had a power to which we are utterly strangers, and that this power should belong to the church.


He has been seeking a solution to this problem and believes that this book will be an unveiling of the hidden spring.


We trust that others will build upon this foundation and that before the return of our Lord, a portion, at least, of the body of believers will be living in the freshness of the power of the early church.


If the book helps you, pass it on.




Chapter I


THE WHY OF THE BOOK



SEVERAL years ago I was holding meetings in a city in Tennessee. One afternoon, while giving an address on “The Name of Jesus” a lawyer interrupted me, asking:


“Do you mean to say that Jesus gave us the ‘Power of Attorney’ the Legal Right to use His Name?”


I said to him, “Brother, you are a lawyer and I am a layman. Tell me—did Jesus give us the ‘Power of Attorney?’


He said, “If language means anything, then Jesus gave to the church the Power of Attorney.”


Then I asked him, “What is the value of this Power of Attorney?”


He answered, “It depends upon how much there is back of it, how much authority, how much power this Name represents.”


Then I began the search to find how much power and authority Jesus had.


Then This Book Came


The measure of His ability is the measure of the value of that Name, and all that is invested in that Name belongs to us, for Jesus gave us the unqualified use of His Name.


John 16:24, “Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive that your joy may be made full.”


Jesus, here, not only gives us the use of His Name but He also declares that the prayer, prayed in His Name will receive His special attention.


“Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My Name, He will give it to you.”


Jesus says, “You ask of the Father in My Name; I will endorse that, and the Father will give it to you.”


This puts prayer on a purely legal basis for He has given us the legal right to use His Name.


As we take our privileges, and rights, in the new Covenant and pray in Jesus’ Name, it passes out of our hands into the hands of Jesus; He then assumes the responsibility of that prayer, and we know that He said, “Father, I thank Thee that Thou hearest Me, and I know that Thou hearest Me always.”


In other words, we know that the Father always hears Jesus, and when we pray in Jesus’ Name, it is as though Jesus Himself were doing the praying—He takes our place.


Prayer a Business Proposition


This places prayer not only on legal grounds, but makes it a business proposition.


When we pray, we take Jesus’ place here to carry out His will, and He takes our place before the Father.


He said that it should not only cover our prayer life but it also can be used in our combat against the unseen forces that surround us.


“And these signs shall accompany them that believe,” or literally ‘the believing ones’—every child of God is a believing one—“In My Name they shall cast out demons; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; if they drink any deadly thing, it shall in no wise hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”


Here, He is revealing His part in the Great Commission.


In that great document, He says, “All authority has been given unto Me in heaven and on earth.


“I am sending you out to make disciples of all nations.


“Lo, I am with you always.”


He is with us in the Power and Authority of His Name.


What does the Name mean to the Father, to the Church, and to Satan?


To the Father, it must mean more than our hearts or minds will ever grasp, but we can suggest a little of the wealth that the Father has stored in that Name.


First, He inherited a more excellent Name than any of the angels as the First Begotten Son.


Second, God gave to Him a Name above every name that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow in the three worlds.


Third, by His conquest over sin, Satan, disease, death, hell, and the grave He acquired a Name that is above all names.


When Jesus gave us the legal right to use this Name, the Father knew all that that Name would imply when breathed in prayer by oppressed souls, and it is His joy to recognize that Name.


So the possibilities enfolded in that Name are beyond our understanding, and when He says to the Church, “Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My Name,” He is giving us a signed check on the resources of heaven and asking us to fill it in.


It would pay the Church to begin an exhaustive study of the resources of Jesus in order to get a measurement of the wealth that Name holds for her today.




Chapter II


HOW HE OBTAINED HIS NAME



BEFORE we go further in the study of the Name of Jesus, it would be well for us to know something of the Man, see His standing in heaven, His achievements in the Plan of Redemption and the glory and honor that belongs to Him today as He sits at the Right Hand of the Majesty on High.


Let us turn to Hebrews 1:1-4:


“God having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, (a message here and a message there), hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in His Son, Whom He appointed heir of all things, through Whom also He made the worlds; Who being the effulgence of His glory, and the very image of His substance, and upholding all things by the Word of His power, when He had made purification of sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on High; having become by so much better than the angels, as He hath inherited a more excellent Name than they.”


God spoke through men of old by special illumination of their minds but in these last days He speaks unto us in the Person of His Son.


It is more than through Him; it is more than by Him; it is God manifest in the flesh, carrying out His will, speaking His own inner thoughts in the life and acts of the Son.


Not only did He speak through Jesus but more especially was God manifest in the Son—it was God in Christ, and from this new Throne, the Body of His Son, He is speaking to man in a new revelation of Himself.


To this Son Whom He appointed heir of all things and Who being the outshining of His very glory and the very image of His substance and upholding all things by the Word of His power—when He had made a substitution for sins, when He had satisfied every claim of justice and met every need of man, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on High—the highest seat in the universe.


When God speaks through man, He must absolutely take possession of the man so the man will not use his reasoning faculties.


But in the case of Jesus, it was not possession—it was the Eternal Son Himself.


He could say, “Father, give Me the glory I had with Thee before the worlds were.”


He remembered His place in the Father’s bosom.


He could say, “I came out from the Father. I came into the world.”


Again, “I leave the world, and go unto the Father.”


“Have I been so long time with you and dost Thou not know Me? He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.”


He was the revelation of the Father.


He did not have to imitate God—He was God!


His Three-Fold Greatness


Some men are born to a great name as a czar or a king; others make their name great by achievements or have a great name conferred upon them.


Jesus is great because He inherited a great Name; His Name is great because of achievements; He is great because a great Name was conferred upon Him.


He inherited a greater Name than any angelic being, and as a Son, He is heir of all things, and through Him the ages have been brought into being.


He is the effulgence—the very outshining of the Father.


His Name comes to Him as an Inheritance; and what it must have been to have Inherited this Name from His great Father-God!


In Philippians 2:9, 10 we find: “Wherefore also God highly exalted Him and gave unto Him the Name which is above every Name that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow of the beings in heaven and the beings on earth, and the beings under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God, the Father.”


If it tells us in Hebrews that He Inherited a greater Name than the angels, here it declares that God gave unto Him the Name which is above every name.


The inference is that there was a Name known in heaven, unknown elsewhere, and this Name was kept to be conferred upon some one who should merit it: and Jesus, as we know Him—the Eternal Son as He is known in the bosom of the Father—was given this Name, and at this Name every knee shall bow in the three worlds—Heaven, Earth, and Hell—and every tongue shall confess that He is Lord of the three worlds to the glory of God, the Father.


This Is the Man


It is this Being Who has given us the right to use His Name.


In Ephesians 1:17 we find a prayer by Paul—a most unusual prayer.


He prays that the Father will open the eyes of our understanding that we may know something of the riches of the Father’s inheritance in us, and then, that our eyes may be opened that we may see what is the exceeding greatness of His power on our behalf who believe.


He declares it is according to the working of the strength of God’s might which was wrought in the dead body of Jesus when He raised Him from among the dead; and when He raised Him and made Him to sit at His right hand in the heavenlies far above all rule, and authority, and power, and dominion; and every name that is named not only in this age but in that which is to come; and He gave Him to be Head over all things for the benefit of His Church, which is His Body—the fullness of Him that filleth all things in all.


He not only Inherited a more excellent Name than any other being in the universe—God not only Gave Him a Name before which every being in the three worlds shall bow and confess His Lordship—but here, God has Given to Him a Name which is above every name, and He has seated Him in the highest place in the universe, and has made Him Head over all things.


For What Purpose?


God has made this investment for the benefit of the Church; He has made this deposit on which the Church has a right to draw for Her every need.


He has given to Him the Name that has within it the fullness of the Godhead, the wealth of the Eternities, and love of the heart of the Father-God: and, that Name is given us.


We have the right to use that Name against our enemies.


We have the right to use it in our petitions.


We have the right to use it in our praises and worship.


That Name has been given unto us.


But this is only the beginning of the wonders and the value of the greatness of that Name.


In Colossians 2:15 we get a deeper view of His conquest of the Satanic forces just before He rose from the dead: “Having despoiled the principalities and the powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.”


The picture here is of Christ in the dark regions of the lost, in awful combat with the hosts of darkness.


It gives us a glimpse of the tremendous battle and victory that Jesus won before He rose from the dead.


The margin reads: “Having put off from Himself, the principalities and powers.”


It is evident that the whole demon host, when they saw Jesus in their power simply intended to swamp Him, overwhelm Him and they held Him in fearful bondage until the cry came forth from the throne of God that Jesus had met the demands of justice; that the sin-problem was settled and man’s redemption was a fact.


The Mighty Victor


When this cry reached the dark regions, Jesus rose and hurled back the hosts of darkness, and met Satan in awful combat as described in Hebrews 2:14:


“In order that through death, He might paralyze him that held the dominion of death—that is, the devil.” (Rotherham)


In other words, after Jesus had put off from Himself the demon forces and the awful burden of guilt, sin, and sickness that He carried with Him down there, He grappled with Satan, conquered him, and left him paralyzed, whipped and defeated.


The words that Jesus spoke are fulfilled in Luke 11:21-22:


“When a strong man fully armed guardeth his own court, his goods are in peace: but when a stronger man than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him his whole armor wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.”


So when Christ rose from the dead, He not only had the keys of death and of hell but He had the very armor in which Satan trusted.


He has defeated the devil, He has defeated all hell, and He stands before the three worlds—heaven, earth, and hell—as the undisputed victor over man’s ancient destroyer.


He conquered Satan before his own cohorts—his own servants in the dark regions of the damned, and there He stood in that dread place, the absolute victor and Master.


Is it any wonder, that fresh from such tremendous victories, He should say to the disciples, “All authority has been given unto Me in heaven and in earth”?


He stands as the Master and the Ruler of the Universe.


His Name now is above every name, and at His Name we can understand how every knee shall bow and all this authority and power that Jesus gained by His mighty conquest is in that Name—and He has given that Name to us.


The authority that He has won is delegated to us in the use of His Name.


All He was, is in that Name; all He is today, is in that Name—and that Name is ours.


Jesus was given that Name, that He might give it to us.


He gave His Name to us that we might carry out the will of the Father in this dispensation in which we are living.


We know the early Church utilized this authority.


The Early Church acted for Jesus in His stead.


They wrought miracles and the miracles opened doors for ministry and service.


Authority


It gave authority to their credentials—a standing in the communities where they preached.


They had the coin of the unseen Kingdom.


The Omnipotence of God was invested in that Name in the Early Church, and the disciples used it with a fearless abandonment that is absolutely thrilling!


They believed in God!


They lived and walked in the realm of the supernatural.


It was the days of God on earth to the people where they ministered.


The Use of the Name


It might be well for us now to look at the promises Jesus made in regard to the use of His Name.


“And whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” John 14:13.


This is a striking promise when we realize that Jesus is seated at the Right Hand of the Father—that Jesus holds the highest position in the universe as the Head of the Church.
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