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SINGLE ACT
  
Huge loft. In the background, two armchairs facing a large
window. It is dark outside. You get into the big room by means of a
lift, which opens at that moment. CHRISTIAN and Lamberto come
out
  
CHRISTIAN I don't think this is the ground floor.
  
LAMBERTO in fact. Are you sure you pressed zero?
  
CHRISTIAN very sure
  
LAMBERTO Usually the lifts indicate the floor.
  
Christian looks around
  
CHRISTIAN Here he is
  
LAMBERTO minus one? But there's no button indicating minus
one.
  
CHRISTIAN we're in the basement of the big building.
  
LAMBERTO alright, just press zero.
  
Christian presses 
  
CHRISTIAN doesn't go
  
Christian keeps pressing
  
CHRISTIAN nothing. Not possible. Fucking key
  
LAMBERTO we're stuck down here
  
CHRISTIAN a horn stuck. There must be some stairs
  
Christian gets out of the lift and on the right side he finds a
door on which the stairs are indicated. The young man tries to open
it
  
CHRISTIAN I don't believe it
  
LAMBERTO what's going on?
  
CHRISTIAN it's locked
  
LAMBERTO how is it locked?
  
CHRISTIAN It's stuck.
  
LAMBERTO That's impossible.
  
CHRISTIAN You try it.
  
Lamberto try to open the door.
  
LAMBERTO nothing. 
  
Christian takes the mobile phone. But after putting it to his
ear, I put it down. 
  
CHRISTIAN There's no signal.
  
LAMBERTO I try with mine
  
Lamberto looks at him
  
CHRISTIAN Do you also have no line?
  
LAMBERTO it's dead. During rehearsals I promised myself I'd
charge it, but then...
  
CHRISTIAN Wow. What shall we do? I have a meeting with the
financial analysts tonight.
  
LAMBERTO do you also work in the evening?
  
CHRISTIAN is surprised?
  
LAMBERTO I thought only we actors worked at that time.
  
CHRISTIAN Is an actor?
  
LAMBERTO Yes, and I have a performance tonight. My father will
be angry.
  
CHRISTIAN And what are you doing in the business centre?
  
LAMBERTO We rented a room for a rehearsal. The theatre was
unavailable
  
The two of them start wandering around the loft. At that moment
one of the two armchairs turns around.
  
ULISSE good evening dear guests
  
The other chair also turns around. But the man sitting there
does not say a word.
  
ULISSE welcome to our office
  
LAMBERTO office?
  
ULISSE actually that's a bit of an exaggeration. Klaus and I are
a retired couple 
  
CHRISTIAN Is there a way upstairs?
  
ULISSE The lift
  
CHRISTIAN It doesn't work
  
ULISSE obvious
  
LAMBERTO obvious?
  
ULISSE have you tried the stairs
  
LAMBERTO the door is barred
  
ULISSE obvious
  
CHRISTIAN But what's obvious?
  
ULISSE would you like some coffee?
  
LAMBERTO no thanks. We just want to go up again.
  
ULISSE Usually no one who comes here refuses our coffee. And
lots of people come
  
CHRISTIAN How is that possible? Just press zero.
  
ULISSE and yet 
  
LAMBERTO How can so many people make mistakes?
  
ULISSE make mistakes? Who says you're wrong? Come in.
  
CHRISTIAN I can't stay
  
LAMBERTO Thank you, neither can I.
  
ULISSE you shouldn't be in such a hurry
  
CHRISTIAN there are people waiting for me
  
LAMBERTO thank you, so am I
  
ULISSE you can't refuse to play with two old men
  
CHRISTIAN playing what?
  
ULISSE to analyse the patrons who strongly desire to
understand
  
CHRISTIAN wait a minute grandpa. I didn't come here on purpose.
We've got the wrong plan
  
ULISSE you didn't make a mistake
  
CHRISTIAN the lift is faulty
  
ULISSE Maintenance comes every week. Doesn't it Klaus?
  
Klaus nods
  
CHRISTIAN I can confirm that. It was just a mistake. We simply
got the plan wrong.
  
LAMBERTO Actually, it was you who made a mistake in the
plan.
  
ULISSE How can you be sure that it was a mistake?
  
LAMBERTO the gentleman made a mistake in pressing. Point
  
ULISSE Sir? You two don't know each other?
  
LAMBERTO not at all
  
ULISSE Excellent Klaus. Two birds with one stone
  
LAMBERTO can you tell us, please, if there's a way to get back
up there?
  
ULISSE There isn't.
  
CHRISTIAN What are you talking about, old man?
  
ULISSE If I tell you there isn't, you must believe me.
  
CHRISTIAN And how do you get out?
  
ULISSE we don't get out
  
CHRISTIAN And what do you feed on? Rats?
  
ULISSE sometimes. Others of human flesh. Ahahaha
  
CHRISTIAN nice grandpa
  
ULISSE there's a trusted person who brings us some groceries and
sometimes gives us a breath of fresh air. She came this morning.
And for the next three days he won't show up. Isn't that right,
Klaus?
  
Klaus nods
  
CHRISTIAN If you don't open up now, I'm going to turn this dump
upside down.
  
ULISSE Uh-oh. There's fire in this young man. He scores he
scores
  
LAMBERTO should not offend such old people
  
CHRISTIAN but whose side is he on?
  
LAMBERTO should be more polite. It's their house, and you have
no right to call it a sewer.
  
CHRISTIAN I'm trying to get out of this dump...
  
ULISSE eh eh
  
CHRISTIAN ...and tells me to treat them with kid gloves. Isn't
he acting tonight?
  
ULISSE oh he's an actor. That's interesting. Mark Klaus,
mark
  
LAMBERTO good man, may we know what you want from us
  
ULISSE what you have come here for
  
LAMBERTO but we don't know why we're here. Or rather we do. And
it's certainly not what you think.
  
ULISSE You're marking Klaus
  
LAMBERTO we've got the wrong button. Or rather the gentleman
here has....
  
Klaus gets up and takes Lamberto's hand.
  
CHRISTIAN but what does he do?
  
ULISSE shows him the evidence
  
Lamberto leans into the lift
  
LAMBERTO Oh god. It's not possible
  
CHRISTIAN what's happening?
  
LAMBERTO the zero has disappeared. Between the buttons there is
minus one
  
ULISSE disappeared? 
  
CHRISTIAN it can't be
  
Christian gets up to check
  
ULISSE man of little faith
  
CHRISTIAN But how is it possible?
  
LAMBERTO disappeared
  
ULISSE again! If you say disappeared, it's certain that he
existed before. But believe me, he was never there. Do you trust
him?
  
LAMBERTO I'm sorry, but I'm having a hard time.
  
ULISSE doesn't have to be sorry to admit the truth. You're
scoring Klaus. The gentleman said 'struggle'. So, although there
was no zero, you pressed minus one
  
CHRISTIAN zero zero. I pressed zero
  
ULISSE I'm sorry to repeat myself, but when you entered the lift
the zero wasn't there 
  
CHRISTIAN that's enough! I'm leaving
  
ULISSE If you wanted to get out of this building, you would have
pressed the first floor and walked up a flight of stairs.
  
CHRISTIAN but there was no minus one, I told you.
  
ULISSE and there was. And you pressed it. And do you know why?
To understand
  
CHRISTIAN I try to open the door again.
  
Christian starts towards the room that leads to the stairs. He
cannot open it. Then he approaches another door next door.
  
ULISSE Think carefully. How long have you been working in here?
Perhaps for years
  
LAMBERTO not me. Only the time of rehearsals
  
ULISSE but your friend?
  
LAMBERTO is not a friend of mine
  
ULISSE probably for years. Do you know what he does?
  
LAMBERTO is a financial analyst
  
ULISSE oh financial analyst. Are you marking Klaus? 
  
Klaus nods 
  
ULISSE Good, good
  
Christian returns
  
CHRISTIAN nothing. The fucking door won't open
  
ULISSE obvious
  
CHRISTIAN obvious my ass. Give me the keys.
  
ULISSE we don't have them
  
CHRISTIAN But how?
  
ULISSE I said. Or do you need me to repeat it?
  
CHRISTIAN and that other door? What room is it?
  
ULISSE a closet.
  
CHRISTIAN I've got to get out of here, damn it. I have an
important evening.
  
LAMBERTO calm down. We both want to leave. Please, my good man,
if you show us a way out, we'll be deeply grateful.
  
ULISSE is not here
  
LAMBERTO you see, both this man and I have an important
appointment, and we can't...
  
ULISSE if you've come here, perhaps it's not so important. You
also saw that the zero is not there. You could have pressed one.
And instead you pressed minus one 
  
CHRISTIAN there was no minus one. I'm sure of it.
  
ULISSE Your certainty rests on a zero? 
  
Klaus snickers
  
CHRISTIAN Old man...
  
ULISSE How long have you been working here?
  
CHRISTIAN for years
  
ULISSE unlike his colleague
  
CHRISTIAN is not my colleague
  
ULISSE Of course he is. You're linked by the same destiny
  
CHRISTIAN but where the hell have I got myself into
  
ULISSE in the best place in this world
  
CHRISTIAN together with two old men and a thespian.
  
ULISSE a thespian? He says it with contempt. It's a job like any
other. Isn't it?
  
LAMBERTO true, although many think it's a hobby.
  
ULISSE doesn't seem to mind
  
LAMBERTO I try not to be provoked.
  
ULISSE but you'd be angry... 
  
LAMBERTO it often happens
  
ULISSE and every time you control yourself
  
LAMBERTO I want to educate myself to be calm. Like my father

 
ULISSE how is...
  
LAMBERTO yes
  
ULISSE scores Klaus. Is he an actor too?
  
LAMBERTO a director
  
ULISSE oh he scores Klaus
  
CHRISTIAN but what does it mark?
  
ULISSE serves to help you solve the dilemma
  
CHRISTIAN but what dilemma? 
  
ULISSE the reason why you're here
  
CHRISTIAN still grandfather
  
ULISSE back to you...
  
CHRISTIAN you can call me Christian
  
ULISSE I agree Christian. You said you've been working here for
years.
  
CHRISTIAN sure
  
ULISSE and he takes that lift every time he leaves.
  
CHRISTIAN absolutely. Who would walk thirty floors?
  
ULISSE someone who wants to make sure they don't get here
  
CHRISTIAN but....
  
ULISSE And in all these years he's never made a mistake? I mean
Klaus and I have never seen her. Have you ever seen this gentleman,
Klaus?
  
CHRISTIAN Christian! You can call me Christian
  
ULISSE have you ever seen Christian
  
Klaus shakes his head
  
ULISSE and who knows why he has come to us this evening.
  
CHRISTIAN I pressed the wrong button
  
ULISSE and how come in all these years you've never made a
mistake? I can understand your colleague
  
CHRISTIAN is an acquaintance
  
ULISSE He scores Klaus, he scores. But you...
  
CHRISTIAN What are you getting at?
  
ULISSE ...you knew what was down here.
  
CHRISTIAN I didn't know anything.
  
ULISSE And probably in all these years you've always been
tempted to press the minus one...
  
CHRISTIAN I don't want to listen to you
  
ULISSE how could she not, since she can't not do it
  
CHRISTIAN for God's sake. Why don't you check if your mobile
phone has a charge?
  
LAMBERTO I said he doesn't have one.
  
ULISSE and after years of wavering, he finally makes up his mind
and comes to us.
  
CHRISTIAN bullshit
  
ULISSE and do you know why? 
  
CHRISTIAN Fuck you old man
  
LAMBERTO please
  
ULISSE Because you have an incredible desire to solve the
dilemma 
  
CHRISTIAN What dilemma?
  
ULISSE the same dilemma as your colleague.
  
LAMBERTO he's an acquaintance
  
ULISSE Have you heard from Klaus? 
  
Klaus nods
  
ULISSE These two have a lot in common.
  
LAMBERTO Wait
  
ULISSE What?
  
LAMBERTO Don't you want to bring me into this? I told you this
is the first time I've been here. And soon my company and I will be
leaving. And then he pressed the minus one.
  
CHRISTIAN I pressed zero. 
  
LAMBERTO there's no bloody zero. 
  
ULISSE if your colleague saw you pressing the minus one, he
can't...
  
LAMBERTO wait a minute! I didn't see you press the minus one. I
don't know what he pressed, but whatever he pressed, I didn't see
it.
  
ULISSE are you sure you didn't see your colleague pressing the
minus one?
  
CHRISTIAN and enough of this colleague
  
LAMBERTO I didn't see him pressing. Point
  
ULISSE you put too many points. Do you hear Klaus?
  
Klaus nods
  
ULISSE are you sure?
  
LAMBERTO very sure
  
ULISSE very sure? An actor who is very sure seems an oxymoron. I
can understand the finance manager who finds the certainties of a
life from business intelligence, but an actor... you're marking
Klaus.
  
CHRISTIAN But doesn't he speak? 
  
ULISSE he listens
  
LAMBERTO If I tell you I didn't see it, you'd better believe it.
And let me go. He may have come for the reasons you have in your
head, but I...
  
CHRISTIAN son of a bitch, he wants to dump me.
  
LAMBERTO we have nothing in common.
  
ULISSE Nobody's dumping anybody. You're here for the same
reasons. Was there anyone else in the lift?
  
LAMBERTO nobody
  
ULISSE and in that empty space you didn't see CHRISTIAN hit the
minus one?
  
LAMBERTO I was probably distracted
  
ULISSE the day before yesterday a colleague of yours happened to
be here.
  
LAMBERTO what?
  
ULISSE what do you mean his name is Klaus?
  
Klaus makes the sign of three
  
ULISSE ah Corrado
  
LAMBERTO Oh God
  
ULISSE I presume you know him
  
LAMBERTO We've been looking for him for three days. We're
wondering where he's gone
  
ULISSE hasn't turned up?
  
LAMBERTO no
  
ULISSE oh what joy
  
LAMBERTO Did he tell you where he was going?
  
ULISSE unfortunately not.
  
CHRISTIAN maybe they're hiding him here
  
LAMBERTO Is he here? Please tell me.
  
ULISSE oh how can you think that two old men can hold such a
scoundrel?
  
LAMBERTO Did you say something to him?
  
ULISSE sure. Lots of stuff
  
LAMBERTO and he didn't tell you where he was going?
  
ULISSE No. He just thanked us
  
LAMBERTO He must have told you something at the end.
  
ULISSE we're the ones who told him. And then nothing more
  
LAMBERTO the fiancée is worried
  
ULISSE is she also an actress?
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