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	CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“You understand now; for them, and for all enemies; Yes, I wanted to be ruthless! Let fear enter in them once and for all. Because only with terror could I change anything in this world.”

	— Vlad the Impaler

	 


You would be hard-pressed to find anyone who has not heard of the Transylvanian noble Count Dracula. Bram Stoker’s infamous vampire has inspired books and movies for over a century. Yet, have you ever stopped to wonder where Stoker’s inspiration for Dracula came from? Well, many scholars believe Stoker was inspired by Vlad III of Wallachia, who ruled with brutality during the 15th century. However, how true this representation is is up for serious debate. 

	Vlad III was the voivode of Wallachia (present-day Romania) between 1448 and 1476.  He was also known as Vlad Dracula and more infamously as Vlad the Impaler (Vlad Tepes). For many centuries, Dracula was considered a sobriquet of Vlad III. According to popular stories as well as some diplomatic reports dating back to the 1470s, Vlad III was known as either Dracula, Dracuglia, or Drakula. The name Dracula stems from “the sobriquet of his father, Vlad Dracul, meaning Vlad the Dragon in medieval Romanian.” Vlad Dracul was given this name when he became a member of the Order of the Dragon. Interestingly, Dracula means "son of Dracul (or the Dragon)," while in contemporary Romanian, drac refers to "the devil.” 

	According to historical sources, Vlad III was considered one of the most significant leaders in Wallachian history, and today, he is still considered the “national hero of Romania.” Over the centuries, he has been written about by Romanian poets and even today, the majority of Romanian historians believe that, at the time, he was doing what any ruler would do to govern a country. There are of course those historians in Romania who do not agree that Vlad III was justified in his acts of violence, and by modern standards, Vlad III would have certainly been tried on war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

	During his reign, Vlad III was responsible for the deaths of over 80,000 people, and he was named after his preferred method of killing his enemies—by impaling them. During his rule, it was also believed that Vlad III would drink the blood of his enemies, which of course, would later inspire Stoker to use Vlad III as the basis for the frightful and mysterious Count Dracula. Yet, was Vlad III really a vampire? And what historical events and stories about this intriguing figure serve as the basis for the classic vampire fiction? Well, both of these questions will be unpacked and discussed in the upcoming discussion.

	Vlad the Impaler is considered a controversial figure, but this controversy makes him an interesting person to learn about.  In the Western world, Vlad the Impaler has become almost synonymous with the vampire Dracula, yet Dracula is a myth. Stoker wrote him to be the perfect villain. So, knowing this, was Vlad the Impaler the perfect villain too? Or is there more to his story than meets the eye?

	It is clear from all historical accounts of Vlad III that he worked hard to cultivate a certain image for himself, and he wanted people to be afraid of him. He used fear to control people, and he brought the fight right into the minds of his enemies. According to ThoughtCo, “Psychological warfare is the planned tactical use of propaganda, threats, and other non-combat techniques during wars, threats of war, or periods of geopolitical unrest to mislead, intimidate, demoralize, or otherwise influence the thinking or behavior of an enemy.” While psychological warfare may seem like a modern tactic, it’s actually been around as long as wars have been fought. “When soldiers of the mighty Roman Legions rhythmically beat their swords against their shields they were employing a tactic of shock and awe designed to induce terror in their opponents.”
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