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Foreword

	In the following pages, you are about to embark on a transformative expedition into the heart of the Gospel of Matthew—a narrative that transcends time, offering profound insights into the Kingdom of Heaven. This study is more than a study guide; it is an invitation to unravel the layers of wisdom, parables, and teachings that define the Gospel's landscape.

	Matthew, often heralded as the Gospel of the King, unveils Jesus as a historical figure and the embodiment of the long-foretold Messiah. As you delve into these chapters, be prepared to witness the unveiling of a Kingdom that challenges earthly paradigms, a Kingdom whose values are not of this world.

	The Sermon on the Mount will serve as a beacon, guiding you through the ethical treasures of the Kingdom—principles that stand as timeless truths, offering a radical vision for living. Jesus' parables will unfold like precious gems, each revealing facets of the Kingdom's mystery, inviting you to ponder the profound implications for your life today.

	Discipleship, a central theme in Matthew's Gospel, will confront and inspire you. The call to follow Jesus is not one taken lightly. As you explore the dynamics of discipleship, you'll find echoes of that call reverberating through the ages, beckoning you to deeper commitment.

	Reflection is woven into the fabric of this guide, with questions designed not only to provoke thought but to stir the embers of personal contemplation and application. I hope that through these reflections, you will understand the Gospel and experience its transformative power.

	Lastly, prayers for today are offered as a bridge between the ancient wisdom of Matthew and the contemporary landscape of your life. These prayers are not mere words on a page; they are an invitation to dialogue with the Divine, bringing the Gospel's timeless truths into the immediacy of your daily journey.

	As you turn the pages of this study, may you encounter the living Christ afresh, and may the Kingdom of Heaven become more than a concept—it becomes a reality shaping your understanding, actions, and relationship with the Divine.

	Buckle up, fellow traveller. The Kingdom awaits.

	Andrew

	 


Introduction to this Study

	This study comprises questions based on the various verses of Scripture taken from the Gospel of Matthew. 

	Part 1 of this study explores the background information of the book, for example, who wrote it, when, to whom, why and other aspects of the book. 

	Part 2 highlights the book's verses that draw particular attention to specific principles within the Gospel of Matthew. 

	Part 3 is the verse-by-verse study that requires the reader to complete the questions and tasks at the end of each chapter. If this is done in a cell group environment, these answers should be discussed within the group. 

	After all the chapters have been studied, there are true, false, and multi-choice questions to test your knowledge of this book. 

	Suppose you are using the ebook version of this study. In that case, it is advisable to have a notebook handy to record the answers to the questions. Additional space may also be required to work through the test your knowledge questions.

	Answering the questions is not a race. Careful thought should go into writing down the answers, specifically the life application of these questions and their answers. 

	Engaging in a Bible Study suggests that the reader recognises their need to understand Scripture and the depth of wisdom that follows knowing and understanding God and His ways. This is a spiritual journey and takes time as you investigate the verses, their meaning as the writer intended and their life application. Ensure prayer precedes each step of the way, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you and opening your heart and mind to the knowledge of God.

	This study matters as it might apply to your life’s reality. In other words, this study considers the Book’s Theology and other principles derived from the book within a framework that makes it easier to apply principles to our daily lives. This study is not a commentary, and although specific information about each book is provided, this study does not engage in textual criticism.

	 



PART 1: Book Information


	 

	
Genre

	Genre in literature categorically defines the specific type of writing to which a document belongs, imparting distinctive features that significantly influence its interpretation. Distinguishing between genres is crucial, as letters are approached differently than poems, underscoring the need to discern the genres encapsulated within a biblical book. The Gospels, for instance, resemble ancient Greco-Roman biographies more than any other literary form. This classification, broad in scope, includes works of diverse nature, with the Gospels occupying a prominent position.

	Within this genre, the Gospels, especially exemplified by Luke, exhibit connections to historiography, imparting a sense of written history akin to Acts. However, the Gospels diverge from conventional biographies, seamlessly intertwining teaching and action within a preaching-oriented framework that stands unparalleled in the ancient world. Notably, the Gospels maintain an aura of anonymity, a departure from the practice of explicit authorial identification as seen in Paul’s epistles. In contrast to the often ostentatious nature of ancient biographies, the Gospels carry an unassuming tone.

	It’s worth noting that the term “gospel” finds its roots in the Old Saxon expression “God’s spell” or word, adding a linguistic layer to the understanding of these sacred texts. This nuanced exploration of genre provides a deeper insight into the Gospels’ unique characteristics and literary context, enriching our comprehension of these timeless works.

	 

	
Writer

	The robust support for the Matthean authorship of the first Gospel extends beyond the text, as external evidence reinforces its attribution to Matthew. The earliest copies of the Gospel bear the inscription "KATA MATTHAION" ("according to Matthew"). This endorsement is echoed by numerous early church fathers, including figures of considerable influence, such as Clement of Rome, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, and Origen. The name "Matthew," signifying "Gift of God" or "Faithful," resonates through their writings, affirming his role as the Gospel's author. Papias' reference to Matthew's work as logia adds another layer of support. However, its conclusive evidence for Matthean authorship remains debatable.

	Internal evidence further strengthens the case for Matthew's authorship. His background as a tax collector for Rome implies a proficiency in writing, note-taking, and record-keeping, skills uncommon among his contemporaneous Jewish peers. The Gospel reflects Matthew's meticulous record-keeping, evidenced by the numerous references to money—more than in any other Gospel. Approximately one-fifth of Jesus' teachings in Matthew delve into financial matters, reflecting Matthew's professional background. Notably, Matthew modestly identifies himself as a tax collector, a term laden with cultural disdain. At the same time, other Gospel writers simply refer to him as Matthew (or Levi). Small yet significant details, such as Matthew's description of his feast for Jesus as a "dining" and Luke's portrayal of it as "a big reception," align with the humility exhibited by Matthew.

	Tradition further enriches the narrative, suggesting that Matthew continued his ministry in Palestine after Jesus' ascension and embarked on missionary journeys to Diaspora Jews in Persia, Ethiopia, Syria, and Greece. The far-reaching impact of Matthew's Gospel is highlighted by the French critic Renan, who, eighteen hundred years later, hailed it as the most important book in the world. This enduring significance prompts contemplation on the transient nature of contemporary bestsellers. It emphasises the timeless relevance of Matthew's contribution to human thought.

	 

	
Date of Writing

	Dating the Gospel of Matthew presents a challenge, particularly for advocates of Matthean priority, due to various factors. The initial extra-biblical reference to Matthew's Gospel emerges in the writings of Ignatius around A.D. 110-115. However, internal clues within Matthew's narrative suggest a composition predating A.D. 70, the pivotal year of the Roman destruction of Jerusalem. Matthew's references to Jerusalem and the Sadducees assume the existence of the city and this religious sect, events that persisted until A.D. 70. Intriguingly, Matthew devotes more warnings to the Sadducees than all other New Testament writers combined, yet their significance waned after A.D. 70, hinting at an earlier composition date for the Gospel.

	Incorporated references in the text to Jewish customs persisting "to this day" (27:8; 28:15) indicate a temporal gap between Jesus Christ's crucifixion and the Gospel's composition. Assuming Jesus died around A.D. 33, Matthew likely authored the Gospel a decade or more later. The period between A.D. 40 and 70 emerges as a plausible timeframe, with some scholars proposing dates between A.D. 50 and 60, or within the 60s. Despite varying opinions, a prevailing scholarly inclination leans towards a date after A.D. 70.

	The positioning of Matthew as the first Gospel in the canon stems from the early church's belief in its primacy and strong connection to the Old Testament. Matthew's Gospel, emphasising the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies, holds a distinctive place in the canon and reflects the church's recognition of its foundational role. The intricate interplay of historical context, internal references, and scholarly perspectives contributes to the ongoing discourse on dating Matthew's Gospel, providing readers with a nuanced understanding of the complexities surrounding this crucial aspect of biblical scholarship.

	 

	 

	
Purpose for Writing & Audience

	Matthew, guided by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, penned his Gospel with distinctively Jewish emphases, a perspective echoed by church fathers such as Irenaeus, Origen, and Eusebius. Their insights suggest that Matthew's primary audience was his fellow Jews, and his writing aimed to persuade them that Jesus fulfiled their Messianic hopes as depicted in the Old Testament.

	While Matthew did not explicitly state his purposes as concisely as John did in his Gospel, the content and emphases within Matthew reveal clear objectives. His twofold purpose emerges: firstly, to demonstrate that Jesus is the Messiah, fulfiling Old Testament prophecies and the lineage of David; secondly, to elucidate God's kingdom program to his readers. These purposes intertwine, with one directly involving the other, emphasising the distinct but interconnected nature of Matthew's goals.

	Matthew's Gospel, far from being solely an apologetic for the Christian faith, addresses the expectations of the Jewish audience regarding the Messiah's role as a conquering king. It explains the paradox of Christ's suffering, death, and the subsequent postponement—rather than cancellation—of His triumphant return.

	Three key aspects of God's kingdom program unfold in Matthew's narrative: Jesus presents Himself as the promised king, Israel's leaders reject Him, leading to the postponement of the messianic kingdom, and in response to this rejection, Jesus establishes His church in anticipation of the promised kingdom's eventual establishment on earth.

	Beyond the specific Jewish context, Matthew has broader purposes. Firstly, he seeks to instruct Christians and non-Christians regarding the person and work of Jesus. Secondly, he provides an apologetic tool for his Jewish brethren to witness to other Jews about Christ. Thirdly, he encourages all Christians to boldly and faithfully witness for Christ. Matthew's unique use of the Greek verb "matheteuo," meaning "to disciple," reflects his deep concern for making disciples of Christ.

	 

	
Place of Writing 

	Given Matthew's residence and activities in Palestine, a reasonable assumption is that he authored his Gospel while residing in the region. No conclusive evidence exists to dismiss this possibility. However, the scholarly landscape, ever inclined towards speculation, has proposed alternative locations for the composition of Matthew's Gospel. Among these speculative sites are Antioch of Syria, with Ignatius serving as bishop, Alexandria, Edessa, Syria, Tyre, and Caesarea Maritima. It's crucial to note that these suggestions lack definitive substantiation, resting primarily on conjecture and the intricate tapestry of historical ambiguity. The quest to pinpoint the geographical origin of Matthew's Gospel adds a layer of mystery to its composition, prompting scholars to navigate a landscape where certainty yields to the allure of scholarly speculation.

	
Unique Features

	Papias' statement, as mentioned earlier, alludes to a composition by Matthew in the hebraidi dialekto, which denotes the Hebrew or possibly Aramaic language. The Greek term encompasses both cognate languages. However, this reference might not specifically pertain to Matthew's Gospel. Other early church fathers, including Irenaeus, Origen, Eusebius, and Jerome, noted that Matthew initially wrote in Aramaic, with subsequent translations into Greek. Despite these assertions, no extant Aramaic manuscript of Matthew's Gospel or any other book in Aramaic has been discovered.

	One plausible explanation is that Matthew initially recorded extensive notes in Aramaic and later crafted his Gospel in Greek. This hypothesis, however, encounters challenges when considering Matthew's intermittent use of a Greek translation of the Old Testament, the Septuagint, instead of the more expected Hebrew Bible for an Aramaic author. Numerous Aramaic words in Matthew's Greek Gospel add complexity to the debate. It raises questions about the reliability and inerrancy of the transmitted Greek text.

	Several potential solutions exist to reconcile the language dilemma of Matthew's Gospel. One compelling proposition posits that Matthew authored Aramaic notes, which are no longer extant, alongside an inspired Greek Gospel that has been preserved in the New Testament. This theory aligns with the proficiency Matthew demonstrated in the Greek language. Contrary to the belief that the Gospel of Matthew is a translation, the prevailing consensus among modern scholars leans towards the idea that Matthew originally composed his Gospel in Greek.

	Notably, archaeological evidence fails to substantiate the notion that the Gospels were written in Aramaic, underscoring the complexities surrounding the language origins of Matthew's Gospel and highlighting the ongoing scholarly discourse on this intriguing matter.

	Matthew's Gospel serves as a crucial bridge, guiding readers from the culmination of the Old Testament in Malachi to the advent of the New Testament in Mark, Acts, and Romans. This distinctive role positions Matthew as the transitional link that facilitates the reader's journey across the theological divide.

	Setting Matthew apart from the other Gospels is its distinctly Jewish character. Rooted in Hebraic thought patterns and style, Matthew employs parallelisms reminiscent of Old Testament writers. His vocabulary, infused with terms like "kingdom of heaven," "holy city," and "righteousness," resonates with a decidedly Jewish tone. The subject matter, including discussions on the Law, defilement, the Sabbath, and the Messiah, further establishes Matthew's unique Jewish emphasis.

	Matthew's deep engagement with the Old Testament is unparalleled among the evangelists. With a particular fondness for Isaiah, Matthew incorporates 54 direct citations and 262 widely recognised allusions and verbal parallels. This meticulous integration of Old Testament references, as pointed out by W. Graham Scroggie, underlines Matthew's commitment to substantiating his points for the benefit of his readers.

	A noteworthy aspect of Matthew's Gospel is its emphasis on Jesus' teaching ministry. Approximately 60 per cent of the book focuses on Jesus' discourses and instructions. From the Sermon on the Mount to the Olivet Discourse, Matthew presents Jesus as a teacher and a doer, recounting over 20 miracles performed by Christ.

	The transitional nature of Matthew's Gospel becomes evident in its unique focus on the church, a theme absent or less pronounced in the other Gospels. Matthew, alone among the Gospel writers, records Jesus' prediction of the church and imparts instructions on the disciples' conduct within the church. This emphasis reflects God's response to Israel's rejection of the Messiah, aligning with His eternal plan.

	In the grand tapestry of the Gospels, Matthew unveils the King, paving the way for subsequent portraits of the Priest in Mark and the ultimate Prophet in Luke. This nuanced exploration of Matthew's distinctive features enriches our understanding of its pivotal role in the biblical narrative.

	 

	
Structure

	Matthew's meticulous arrangement of material, often grouped into sections of three, five, six, or seven events, miracles, sayings, or parables, reflects a didactic intent. This method, commonly employed by Jewish writers to aid memory, suggests Matthew's instructional approach and a somewhat topical rather than strictly chronological organisation. While chapters 1–4 follow a chronological order, chapters 5–13 adopt a topical structure, and chapters 14–28 return to chronological sequencing. Matthew, among the Gospels, stands out as the least chronological.

	The Gospel writers, including Matthew, present the life of Jesus in three major stages: His presentation to the people, their consideration of His claims, and their subsequent rejection and its consequences. A key phrase in Matthew's Gospel, "when Jesus had finished," punctuates the end of major addresses, except for the criticism of Israel's leaders in chapter 23. These addresses, constituting climactic points, conclude each significant section of the Gospel. Matthew strategically integrates narrative sections to introduce Jesus' discourses, underscoring their importance in his narrative.

	In contrast to Matthew, Mark provides more detailed information concerning the narrative material in his Gospel. Matthew's Gospel features not only major sections but also a prologue and an epilogue. While some commentators include chapter 23 with chapters 24 and 25 due to their shared discourse nature, chapter 23 specifically addresses the scribes and Pharisees, distinct from the discourse in chapters 24 and 25, primarily directed to the apostles.

	A fascinating perspective suggests that Matthew constructed his Gospel as an eleven-part chiasmus, with the central panel in chapter 13. This structural pattern is believed to emphasise the postponement or delay of the earthly kingdom, offering a unique lens through which to interpret the Gospel's thematic coherence. These intricate details enrich our understanding of Matthew's deliberate construction and narrative flow, providing insight into the profound thought behind the Gospel's composition.

	Canon

	The establishment of the fourfold Gospel canon, comprising the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, likely occurred around the midpoint of the second century. Concurrently, the apologist Justin Martyr, a prominent figure of that era, made reference to these sacred writings as 'memoirs of the apostles.' In his writings, Justin Martyr noted that these Gospels were already being recognised and read as scriptures during the worship services of the early Christian church. This convergence of historical events emphasises the gradual recognition and acceptance of the Gospels as authoritative and foundational texts within the burgeoning Christian community during the formative years of the second century.

	 

	Matthew’s Theological Teaching

	 

	In this section of the notes, we delve into the profound task of biblical theology to uncover the major message communicated by Matthew in his Gospel. Biblical Theology, defined as the discipline that articulates the message of the Bible within its historical context, serves as our guiding lens.

	The Gospel of Matthew, along with its counterparts, holds foundational significance for Christianity, capturing the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. While harmonies of the Gospels provide a chronological overview, Matthew's uniqueness reveals itself when studied in isolation. The writer's deliberate inclusions and omissions unveil his distinct purpose and message.

	Matthew's Gospel unfolds a pivotal directive: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." This echoes the call of John the Baptist and Jesus, summoning people to prepare for the imminent arrival of the King and His kingdom. While not the final proclamation of Christianity, this message forms the crux of Matthew's emphasis.

	Historically, when John the Baptist and Jesus issued this call, they envisaged the imminent establishment of the earthly messianic kingdom. The response sought was a swift and affirmative acceptance of Jesus as the awaited King. The urgency stemmed from the belief that, had Israel embraced Jesus, the messianic kingdom would have swiftly unfolded, incorporating the cross, resurrection, ascension, and the anticipated seven-year Tribulation.

	While the messianic kingdom awaits fulfilment in a different sense for contemporary Christians, the essence remains: Jesus Christ, having conquered death, ascended to heaven, and with the Tribulation yet to come, will return to establish His kingdom. The Christian duty, as disciples of the King, is to prepare others for His return by spreading the gospel globally.

	Matthew's central message revolves around the imminence of the kingdom of heaven. This phrase, used exclusively in Matthew's Gospel, signifies the establishment of divine order on earth by a Davidic King—Jesus Christ. The kingdom's scope involves the universal sovereignty of God's Son, ruling over all people and nations.

	The Gospel interprets the kingdom, elucidating its principle (righteousness), practice (peaceful submission to the King), and purpose (abundant joy). It presents Jesus as the long-awaited King, surpassing all prophetic expectations. It administers the kingdom through a threefold role: King, Prophet, and Priest.

	Matthew's call to "Repent" primarily involves metanoeo—calling for a contemplative change of mind. Repentance encompasses consideration, conviction, and conversion. Considering the imminent kingdom leads to a conviction of personal inadequacy and, ultimately, conversion—a turning from rebellion to submission to the King.

	In summary, Matthew's Gospel is a call to readiness for the imminent kingdom of heaven. As Christ's collective disciples, the church is responsible for proclaiming this message globally. Matthew 1:23 and 28:19-20 encapsulate the book, emphasising the abiding presence of God with His people through Jesus Christ.

	As individuals, our responsibility is to consider the King and the kingdom, gaining conviction that prompts a behaviour change. Repentance involves joyful submission to the King's authority and preparation for kingdom service. The promise of the King's perpetual presence and the authority backing us fortify our resolve to fulfil God's will joyfully.

	 


Outline

	I. Introduction (Matthew 1:1-17) A. Genealogy of Jesus Christ B. Birth of Jesus Christ

	II. Early Life and Ministry of Jesus (Matthew 1:18 - 4:25) 

	A. Angelic Visitations and Fulfilment of Prophecy 

	B. Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem 

	C. Visit of the Magi 

	D. Escape to Egypt and Return to Nazareth 

	E. Ministry of John the Baptist 

	F. Baptism of Jesus 

	G. Temptation in the Wilderness

	III. Jesus' Public Ministry in Galilee (Matthew 5:1 - 16:12) 

	A. Sermon on the Mount 

	B. Miracles and Healings 

	C. Call of the Disciples 

	D. Teachings and Parables 

	E. Feeding of the Five Thousand 

	F. Confession of Peter and Transfiguration

	IV. Jesus' Journey to Jerusalem (Matthew 16:13 - 20:34) 

	A. Peter's Confession and Jesus' Prediction of His Death 

	B. Teaching on Discipleship 

	C. Transfiguration Revisited 

	D. Healings and Interactions on the Way to Jerusalem

	V. Jesus' Final Days in Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1 - 26:75) 

	A. Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

	B. Cleansing of the Temple 

	C. Parables and Teachings 

	D. Plot Against Jesus 

	E. Last Supper 

	F. Prayer in Gethsemane 

	G. Betrayal, Arrest, and Trials 

	H. Peter's Denial

	VI. Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 27:1 - 28:20) 

	A. Jesus' Trial Before Pilate 

	B. Crucifixion and Death 

	C. Burial in the Tomb 

	D. Resurrection and Appearance to the Women 

	E. Appearance to the Disciples 

	F. Great Commission

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


Conclusion

	The Gospel of Matthew presents a rich tapestry of teachings attributed to Jesus Christ. Here is a summary of some prominent themes and teachings found in the Gospel:

	
		
The Kingdom of Heaven: Matthew emphasises Jesus' teachings about the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus uses parables to convey profound truths about the nature and principles of God's kingdom.

		
Sermon on the Mount: Matthew records the extensive Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7), where Jesus delivers foundational teachings on topics such as the Beatitudes, the importance of righteousness, love for enemies, prayer, fasting, and wise living.

		
Discipleship: Jesus calls his disciples to follow him and become fishers of men. The Gospel highlights the expectations and challenges of discipleship, emphasising commitment, sacrifice, and adherence to Jesus' teachings.

		
Fulfilment of Prophecy: Matthew frequently points out how Jesus fulfils Old Testament prophecies, presenting him as the long-awaited Messiah. This fulfilment emphasises the continuity between the Old and New Testaments.

		
The Great Commission: In the closing verses, Jesus commissions his disciples to go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them and teaching them to observe all that he has commanded.

		
Ethical and Moral Living: The Gospel provides ethical teachings, including guidance on anger, lust, oaths, retaliation, and forgiveness. Jesus emphasises the spirit of the law over mere legalistic observance.

		
Healing and Miracles: Matthew highlights various miracles performed by Jesus, illustrating his authority over sickness, nature, and even death. These miracles serve as signs of the coming Kingdom.

		
The Lord's Prayer: Jesus provides a model prayer (the Lord's Prayer), teaching his disciples how to pray and emphasising themes such as God's kingdom, provision, forgiveness, and deliverance from evil.

		
Parables: Matthew includes numerous parables that convey spiritual truths. These stories cover a range of topics, from the nature of the kingdom to God's mercy, forgiveness, and the importance of readiness for Christ's return.

		
Judgment and the End Times: Jesus teaches about the final judgment, warning of the consequences of unbelief and unfaithfulness. He also speaks about the signs of the end times, emphasising the need for readiness.

		
Inclusivity and Love: Matthew portrays Jesus' inclusive approach, reaching out to tax collectors, sinners, and Gentiles. Jesus emphasises love for one's neighbour and expresses compassion towards those marginalised by society.



	In essence, the Gospel of Matthew encapsulates the teachings of Jesus as a comprehensive guide to living a life aligned with the values of the Kingdom of Heaven, grounded in love, righteousness, and a deep relationship with God.

	 

	 

	 

	 


PART 2: Verse-By-Verse Study

	 

	


Matthew Chapter 1:1-25

	The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

	In the first part of the Gospel of Matthew, the author introduces the readers to two main characters - Jesus and the religious leaders. This introduction aims to provide readers with a background and context to understand Jesus' ministry and teachings better.

	The first two chapters of this section serve as a prologue to the Gospel and lay the foundation for Jesus' ministry. Matthew begins with a record of his genealogy to establish Jesus' credibility as the promised Messiah. This was important because the Christians believed that Jesus had to be a Jew from the royal line of David to qualify as the Messiah, as prophesied in the Old Testament.

	Matthew's genealogy proves that Jesus descended from Abraham, the father of the Israelite nation, and David, the founder of Israel's royal dynasty. This establishes Jesus' rightful claim to the throne of David and his status as the Messiah.

	The author also highlights the significance of the New Testament by pointing out that it begins with the book of the generation of Jesus, who made the world. This is in contrast to the Old Testament, which begins with the book of the generation of the world. This subtle difference emphasises the importance of Jesus' role in the world and sets the tone for the rest of the Gospel.

	1:1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

	The opening verse of the Gospel of Matthew poses a question regarding its title, whether it pertains to the entire Gospel or just the prologue, comprising chapters 1 and 2, or the genealogy that follows in verses 1-17. Although the answer is not explicitly stated, it most likely refers to the genealogy. What sets Matthew's Gospel apart from other ancient Near Eastern book-length documents is the term "biblos geneseos," meaning "book or record of the generation," as its title. Interestingly, the same phrase appears in the Septuagint in Genesis 2:4 and 5:1, followed by a narrative. The genealogy of Jesus in Matthew's Gospel links to the Old Testament messianic use of this phrase in Ruth 4:18, where the genealogy ends with David.

	The genealogy of Jesus immediately introduces a Jewish flavour to Matthew's Gospel. Notably, each use of the formula "biblos geneseos" in the Bible introduces a new stage in the development of God's purpose in the propagation of the Seed through which He planned to effect redemption. It is also important to note that God inaugurated the plan in the creation of man, which is to be completed by the Man, Christ Jesus.

	The name "Jesus" has its origin in the Greek form of the Hebrew name "Joshua," which means "Yahweh Is Salvation" or "Yahweh Saves." The Old Testament has two significant figures named Joshua, who anticipated the arrival of Jesus Christ by providing salvation. In the Gospel of Matthew, "the genealogy of Jesus Christ" holds great importance as it portrays Jesus as the ultimate fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies and as the Messiah who brings salvation to all who believe in Him.

	Interestingly, the name Jesus appears no fewer than 150 times in Matthew. Still, human characters never use it when addressing Jesus Himself. Matthew reserved this name for himself to establish the closest possible association between himself as the narrator and Jesus, aligning his point of view with that of Jesus.

	Christ is the rough equivalent of the Hebrew name Messiah or Anointed One. The Old Testament generally refers to people anointed for a special purpose, including priests, kings, the patriarchs (metaphorically), and even the pagan King Cyrus. It came to have particular reference to the King, whom God would provide from David's line and who would eventually rule over Israel and the nations.

	 

	The early Christians believed that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ of the Old Testament. Thus, Christ became a virtual name for Jesus, a titulary (title turned name), and Paul used it this way frequently in his writings.

	Matthew introduced Jesus Christ as the descendant of David and Abraham. David and Abraham are important because God gave each of them a covenant. God vowed that He would unconditionally provide Seed, land, and blessing to Abraham and his descendants. Abraham would not only receive a blessing from God but also be a source of blessing to the whole world. God's covenant with David guaranteed that his descendants would rule over the kingdom of Israel forever, symbolised by the throne of his kingdom.

	The non-chronological order of David first and then Abraham indicates that Matthew had more in mind than a simple chronological list of Jesus' ancestors. As this Gospel unfolds, it becomes clear that the Jews needed to accept Jesus as the promised Son of David before He would bring the blessings promised to Abraham. Jesus presented Himself to the Jews first. When they rejected Him, He turned to the Gentiles. Yet He explained that the Jews' rejection was only temporary. When He returns, the Jews will acknowledge Him as their Messiah, and then He will rule on the earth and bless all humankind.

	The Old Testament prophets predicted that the Messiah would be born of a woman, of the Seed of Abraham, through the tribe of Judah, and of the family of David. Jesus qualified in every aspect, fulfilling all the prophecies. Thus, Matthew's Gospel intends to provide adequate proof for the investigator that the claims of Christ to be King and Saviour are justified. For this reason, the early church considered the Gospel of Matthew one of the most important books of the New Testament. It was given more prominence than the other three gospels.

	1:2 Abraham became the father of Isaac. Isaac became the father of Jacob. Jacob became the father of Judah and his brothers. 1:3 Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar. Perez became the father of Hezron. Hezron became the father of Ram. 1:4 Ram became the father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the father of Nahshon. Nahshon became the father of Salmon. 1:5 Salmon became the father of Boaz by Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed by Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse. 1:6 Jesse became the father of King David. David became the father of Solomon by her, who had been Uriah’s wife. 1:7 Solomon became the father of Rehoboam. Rehoboam became the father of Abijah. Abijah became the father of Asa. 1:8 Asa became the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat became the father of Joram. Joram became the father of Uzziah. 1:9 Uzziah became the father of Jotham. Jotham became the father of Ahaz. Ahaz became the father of Hezekiah. 1:10 Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh. Manasseh became the father of Amon. Amon became the father of Josiah. 1:11 Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. 

	Matthew's genealogy of Jesus begins with Abraham instead of Adam, as Luke does. This is because Matthew wanted to establish Jesus' Jewish heritage. To do so, he only needed to return to Abraham, the father of the Jewish race. It is worth noting that Matthew referred to Abraham by his longer name, which connotes the covenant privileges that God made to Abraham when He changed his name.

	The writer separated Judah and his brothers to emphasise that the messianic promise of rulership went to Judah alone. This allusion to the 12 tribes of Israel provides another clue that Matthew's interests were strongly royal. Matthew's mention of Perez's brother, Zerah, was probably because Perez was a key figure in the Old Testament genealogies and Jewish tradition. Jewish tradition traced the royal line to Perez, making him a significant figure in the genealogy.

	Matthew's inclusion of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba is unusual because the Jews traced their heritage through their male ancestors. However, Matthew's mention of each of these women reveals his emphases. Of the four women mentioned, two were foreigners, and three were stained with sin. Despite this, they became partakers in the messianic line through strange and unexpected divine providence. Matthew may have mentioned these women to disarm criticism by showing that God countenanced irregular marital unions in Messiah's legal ancestry.

	The addition of the title, the king, about David, marked the end of the waiting period and pointed forward to Jesus, the Son of David, the Christ, the King of the Jews. This addition evoked profound nostalgia and aroused eschatological hope in first-century Jews. Matthew thus made the royal theme explicit: King Messiah has appeared. David's royal authority, lost in exile, has now been regained and surpassed by "great David's greater son."

	The writer's reference to Bathsheba was unusual and drew attention to the wickedness of David's sin. Perhaps he wanted to stress that Uriah was not an Israelite but a Hittite. Bathsheba was the daughter of an Israelite, but the Jews would have regarded her as a Hittite since she married Uriah.

	In the Gospel of Matthew, we find Jesus' genealogy, which is presented as a list of names in three groups of fourteen. However, upon closer inspection, we notice that five kings are missing where we would expect to find them. Three kings are absent between Joram and Uzziah - Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah - while two are absent between Josiah and Jehoiachin - Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim. Matthew's decision to exclude these names raises questions about why he did so.

	The first three kings - Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah - were notoriously wicked and had connections with Ahab, Jezebel, and Athaliah. They all experienced violent deaths, which may have led Matthew to exclude them from the genealogy. The second two kings - Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim - were also evil rulers. Jehoiakim's reign was particularly short, lasting only three months. Perhaps Matthew chose to omit them from the list because they were insignificant in the grander scheme of things.

	However, Matthew does not sanitise his genealogy entirely, as he mentions Tamar, Rahab, and David's sin. It is also worth noting that Matthew's genealogy includes some unexpected names, such as women and Gentiles, which would have been considered scandalous at the time.

	Matthew's decision to exclude the five kings is significant because it emphasises the importance of Jesus' genealogy rather than providing an exhaustive list of names. By constructing the genealogy in three groups of fourteen, Matthew draws attention to Jesus' lineage and highlights its significance.

	Matthew's mention of Coniah (Jehoiachin) in verse 12 is noteworthy. Coniah is cursed in Jeremiah 22:24-30, which predicts that none of his seeds sitting upon David's throne should prosper. However, since Christ came through Mary's line, not Joseph's, the curse upon Coniah's seed did not affect him.

	Matthew's reference to Jehoiachin's brothers - Jehoiakim and Zedekiah - is also significant. Despite their reigns over Judah, the official royal line passed through Jehoiachin, called Coniah in Jeremiah 22:24-30. The fact that Jehoiachin and his brothers eclipsed the generation of the promise is a poignant reminder of the human frailty that Christ came to redeem.

	1:12 After the exile to Babylon, Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel. 1:13 Zerubbabel became the father of Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim. Eliakim became the father of Azor. 1:14 Azor became the father of Zadok. Zadok became the father of Achim. Achim became the father of Eliud. 1:15 Eliud became the father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of Matthan. Matthan became the father of Jacob. 1:16 Jacob became the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, from whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 

	In this section, most names presented are exclusive to Matthew's account, with no mention elsewhere in the Bible. Matthew likely sourced these names from the oral tradition and written records.

	The cultural significance of lineage in the first century is emphasised by the observation that proving one's tribal or Davidic ancestry was pivotal for access to temple worship. This contrasts sharply with the challenges faced by twentieth-century Jews. The emphasis on lineage in the New Testament aligns with its importance in the Old Testament, particularly concerning temple privileges.

	The intricate web of genealogies intersects with a prophecy from Jeremiah 22:30, foretelling that none of Jehoiachin's descendants would occupy his throne. Despite Jehoiachin having seven sons (1 Chron. 3:17-18), none ascended to the throne, fulfilling the prophetic decree. Zerubbabel, Jehoiachin's grandson (1 Chron. 3:19), emerged as a prominent leader in the restoration community post-exile but did not attain kingship. The mention of Zerubbabel in verse 12 and his potential identification as the son of Shealtiel, who was a son of Jehoiachin, introduces intriguing possibilities regarding familial relationships.

	Verse 16 stands out with its meticulous wording, a prelude to Matthew's later revelation of the virgin birth of Jesus (v. 23). The phrase "who is called" (ho legomenos) serves not to cast doubt on Jesus' messiahship but rather distinguishes the Jesus in question within the genealogy. This expression, a favourite of Matthew's, appears 12 times in the Gospel (cf. 1:16; 2:23; 4:18; 10:2; 13:55; 26:3, 14, 36; 27:16, 17, 22, 33). It affirms Jesus' legal status as Joseph's son despite His miraculous virgin birth through Mary. This nuanced language foreshadows the intricate theological themes that Matthew will unfold later in his Gospel.

	1:17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from David to the exile to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the carrying away to Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations. 

	The three sets of 14 generations meticulously chronicled by Matthew in his genealogy do not purport to be an exhaustive lineage from Abraham to Jesus, as evident from the comparison with Luke's account that extends from the exile to Jesus' birth (Luke 3:23-27). Matthew's assertion of "all the generations" should be understood within the scope of those he specifically listed, signifying a summarisation rather than an omission or error in the biblical record.

	The intriguing grouping of 14 generations in each section may have served a mnemonic purpose, aiding readers in easy recall. Matthew's use of numerical symbolism, with the total numeric equivalent of the Hebrew consonants in David's name amounting to 14, offers a distinctive structure to the genealogy. Some conjecture that, as a tax collector prone to referencing numbers in his Gospel, Matthew may have intended to depict Jesus as initiating a seventh, perfect, and final group following six seven-person groups.

	Significantly, each section concludes with a person or event of consequence linked to the Davidic dynasty, shaping the narrative into distinct periods: the establishment of the Davidic throne, its downfall and deportation to Babylon, and its ultimate confirmation with the arrival of the Messiah. Embedded within these periods are foundational covenants—the Abrahamic covenant in the first, the Davidic covenant in the second, and the anticipation of the New Covenant in the third. All these covenants find their fulfilment in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

	The threefold division, mirroring pivotal moments in Israel's history, emphasises the rise, fall, and restoration of the family of Abraham to royal power through David, its subsequent loss during the captivity, and its ultimate regaining in Christ. Matthew's genealogy, divided into these periods, compellingly establishes Jesus' right to rule over Israel as a legitimate descendant of David through Joseph. Legally, Jesus is Joseph's son, and the section implies strongly that Jesus is the promised Messiah.

	The discrepancies between Matthew's genealogy and Luke's (Luke 3:23-38), especially concerning Joseph's ancestors, remain unsolved. A prevailing theory suggests that Matthew presents the legal line of descent, denoting the heirs to the throne. At the same time, Luke reveals the physical descendants within Joseph's branch of David's family. Another viewpoint proposes that Matthew contains Joseph's true genealogy, whereas Luke contains Mary's. Regardless of the solution, Matthew's primary purpose is to affirm Jesus of Nazareth's royal lineage, qualifying Him as Israel's promised Messiah. This genealogy, seemingly of Jesus' earthly father, Joseph, traces his legal ancestry, emphasising Jesus' rightful claim to the throne as the King of the Jews and asserting His authentic humanity.

	The Birth of Jesus Christ

	The ensuing birth narrative in Matthew's Gospel unfolds a profound affirmation of Jesus' genuine deity. As a thematic title for this section, the initial sentence emphasises its pivotal role, mirroring the function of the opening sentence in the preceding verses (1:1-17). Matthew meticulously recounts the supernatural birth of Jesus with a distinct purpose — to underscore the divine qualification of Jesus as Israel's long-awaited Messiah. The narrative dispels any doubt regarding the origins of Jesus, emphasising that Mary's conception was not by the agency of another man. Instead, it illuminates the unique way Jesus became Joseph's legal heir, establishing His credentials to ascend as Israel's King.

	In delving into the divine artistry of creating a human body, the narrative echoes the theological significance of Jesus' birth. Drawing parallels with the biblical accounts of Adam's creation from the dust, Eve's formation from Adam's rib, and the conventional method involving both man and woman, the focus shifts to the extraordinary: God forming a body solely through the agency of a woman, culminating in the virgin birth of Jesus. This miraculous birth is a testimony to the extraordinary nature of Christ's incarnation, marking Him as the embodiment of divine intervention in human history.

	Matthew's narrative, viewed through the lens of Joseph, provides a distinctive perspective complementary to Luke's account, which unfolds from Mary's standpoint. This nuanced presentation adds depth to the multifaceted nature of the birth narrative, offering a comprehensive view of the events surrounding the arrival of Jesus.

	In a scholarly exploration, scholars have dug into the intricacies of the Lord's birthdate, proposing a compelling argument that places Jesus' birth near the conclusion of the Roman year 749, equivalent to 5 B.C. Andrews' meticulous analysis emphasises the scholarly quest for precision in understanding the chronology of Jesus' advent.

	Matthew's account of Jesus' birth is a theological tapestry, weaving together divine intervention, legal lineage, and prophetic fulfilment. The narrative intricately establishes Jesus as the embodiment of Israel's hope, recapitulating the nation's experiences and fulfiling the long-awaited promise. The virgin birth is a testament to the extraordinary nature of Christ's incarnation, emphasising His unique role in the grand narrative of redemption.

	 

	1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was like this: After his mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, before they came together, she was found pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 1:19 Joseph, her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to make her a public example, intended to put her away secretly. 

	In the cultural context of Jewish law, the status of an engaged couple was regarded with considerable gravity, almost akin to marriage itself. Typically, young women married around 13 or 14, often to husbands several years their senior. Following the betrothal, a customary one-year waiting period preceded the consummation of the marriage, during which the engagement could only be dissolved through a formal divorce.

	A notable nuance of Jewish betrothal customs was that, according to legal tradition, a betrothed girl was considered a widow if her fiancé died, regardless of whether they had commenced cohabitation. This legal designation affirmed betrothal's gravity and binding nature, making an informal cancellation virtually impossible. The cultural context adds depth to the significance of the events unfolding in Matthew 1:18.

	The passage in verse 18 serves as a poignant testament to the virgin conception of Jesus, aligning with the narrative presented in Luke 1:34-35. This miraculous conception is pivotal in the unfolding narrative, highlighting the divine intervention and unique nature of Jesus' birth.

	A noteworthy theological distinction emerges in discussions surrounding the virgin birth. While some interpretations, particularly within the Roman Catholic tradition, focus on a miracle associated with the birth, Matthew's narrative emphasises the miraculous conception that precedes the birth. This distinction emphasises the theological nuances surrounding the understanding of the virgin birth.

	The character of Joseph, described as a righteous man, becomes a central figure in the narrative. Faced with the perplexing revelation of Mary's pregnancy, Joseph confronted a moral dilemma. The gravity of the situation implied a violation of the Mosaic Law and questioned Mary's fidelity. Joseph, presented with three choices, grappled with the decision-making process. The options ranged from public exposure of Mary's perceived unfaithfulness, which could lead to severe consequences, to a private divorce, a more compassionate yet discreet alternative. Joseph's internal struggle reflects his commitment to righteousness and adherence to the law, ultimately leading him to choose a private divorce. This decision upheld his moral integrity while demonstrating compassion in a challenging situation.

	In exploring the intricacies of Jewish betrothal customs and Joseph's ethical deliberations, Matthew's narrative unveils layers of cultural and moral complexity, contributing to a nuanced understanding of the events surrounding the virgin conception and the righteous response of Joseph.

	1:20 But when he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take to yourself Mary, your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 1:21 She shall give birth to a son. You shall call his name Jesus, for it is he who shall save his people from their sins.” 

	The profound nature of divine revelation permeates the narrative as an angel of the Lord appears to Joseph in a dream. For Matthew's original Jewish audience, this angelic encounter evoked echoes of similar divine interventions in their sacred history, reinforcing the authenticity of the message (cf. Gen. 16:7-14; 22:11-18; Exod. 3:2—4:16). Emphasising the divine nature of this intervention, the writer punctuates the prologue with four instances underscoring the heavenly origin of the revelation (1:20, 24; 2:13, 19).

	The angel's specific address to Joseph as "son of David" in verse 20 establishes a crucial link to Jesus' claim to the Davidic throne. This title serves as a key, unlocking the significance of the forthcoming announcement and echoing the theme of the Davidic Messiah woven into the genealogy presented earlier (cf. verse 1). Joseph, grappling with the potential consequences of divorcing Mary, is guided by divine insight into the profound role he is to play in the unfolding narrative.

	The narrative transitions to the central theme of the virgin birth, a technicality that extends beyond childbirth to encompass the miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit within Mary's womb. Addressing a theological nuance, the text dismisses the notion of Mary's perpetual virginity, emphasising that Jesus had half brothers and sisters born through natural means. This clarification is essential, separating scriptural truth from doctrines that have emerged over time.

	The angel's proclamation of God's sovereign prerogative in naming the child (v. 21) resonates with profound significance. In His divine authority, God bestows the name Jesus upon His Son. Joseph, obedient to the divine will, fulfils his role by formally naming the child at the appointed time (v. 25). The name Jesus, meaning "Yahweh Saves" or "Yahweh Is Salvation," carries a weighty significance. It aligns with Jewish expectations of a Messiah who would serve as both a political saviour and a redeemer from sin.

	The appropriateness of the name Jesus is expounded, drawing on the rich tapestry of Jewish anticipation. While there existed expectations of a Messiah to deliver Israel from external oppressors, the revolutionary aspect lies in the revelation that this Messiah would give his life as a ransom to save his people from their sins. The depth of salvation, encompassing deliverance from sin, becomes the central purpose of Jesus' advent and the nature of his reign as the Messiah, heir to David's throne.

	In contemplating Jesus' fundamental character trait, the narrative highlights his power to save, positioning salvation as the overarching theme. This theme, rooted in the biblical perspective where sin is identified as the foundational cause of calamities, frames the narrative, orienting the reader to the profound purpose of Jesus' arrival and the transformative nature of the reign he establishes as the heir to David's throne.

	1:22 Now all this has happened, that it might be fulfiled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall give birth to a son. They shall call his name Immanuel;” which is, being interpreted, “God with us.” 1:24 Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took his wife to himself; 1:25 and didn’t know her sexually until she had given birth to her firstborn son. He named him Jesus. 

	The recurring phrase "to fulfil what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet" in Matthew's Gospel serves as a recurring thread, weaving Old Testament prophecies into the narrative (2:15, 17, 23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; 13:35; 21:4; 27:9; cf. 26:56). Matthew meticulously articulates verse 22, distinguishing God as the source of the prophecy from the prophet as the instrument. This distinction emphasises Matthew's high view of the inspiration of Scripture, aligning with the New Testament writers' consistent perspective (cf. 2 Pet. 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16).

	The prophecy Matthew attributes to Jesus originates from Isaiah 7:14 (v. 23), a passage presenting interpretive challenges. The complexity begins with the term "virgin" (Gr. parthenos), predominantly signifying a literal virgin in the Greek Bible. However, the Hebrew word 'alma in Isaiah 7:14 carries a broader meaning of an unmarried young woman of marriageable age, with overtones of virginity without insisting on literal virginity. Matthew's interpretation aligns with the Septuagint translators, harmonising with the context and the standard meaning of the term.

	The prophecy's interpretation in Isaiah's day poses a historical enigma, prompting three broad solutions. The typological view suggests a real virgin bore a child named Immanuel in Isaiah's day, prefiguring Jesus as the ultimate fulfilment. The double fulfilment view envisions Isaiah's day and Jesus' birth as instances of virgin births, introducing complexity. The single fulfilment view posits that Isaiah exclusively predicted Jesus' birth, leaving the sign for King Ahas ambiguous. This view contends that the sign was the fall of Israel and Aram before a morally accountable boy, possibly Isaiah's son Shear-jashub.

	The significance of the name Immanuel, though not explicitly used in the New Testament, aligns with the essence of Jesus' identity—God with us (cf. John 1:14, 18; Matt. 28:20). The angelic instructions to Joseph lead to a pivotal decision. Initially contemplating a private divorce, Joseph shifts course, choosing to uphold the engagement and consummate the marriage.

	Matthew leaves no room for doubt regarding the virginal conception of Jesus, emphasising that Joseph refrained from intimate relations until after Jesus' birth (v. 25). This act of naming Jesus conferred upon Joseph the legal status of a father, illustrating the informal adoption practices in Israel.

	Theological debates surround the necessity of Jesus' virgin birth, with considerations of sin transmission and the nature of human sinfulness. Theological perspectives like traducianism suggest the transmission of a sinful nature from parents, emphasising the significance of Jesus' virgin birth in preserving Him from transmitted sin.

	Matthew emphasises the importance of understanding the virgin birth's timing and fixing the incarnation at conception. The virgin birth holds theological significance, particularly in shaping views on the solidarity of the human race in guilt and the power of sin. Matthew's emphasis on Jesus' virgin birth aligns with his broader narrative focus on presenting Jesus as human and divine, a central theme resonating throughout the Gospel.

	


Chapter 1 Summary

	The first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew serves as a foundation for the narrative of Jesus' life, offering a meticulous genealogy that establishes his connection to key figures in Jewish history. The genealogy begins with Abraham, the patriarch. It meticulously traces a line through notable figures like David, highlighting Jesus' royal lineage as the promised Messiah.

	This extensive genealogy serves a dual purpose. Firstly, it emphasises the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies regarding the Messiah's descent from the house of David. Secondly, it emphasises the continuity of Jesus' mission with the divine covenant established with Abraham.

	The narrative then shifts to the circumstances surrounding Jesus' birth. It introduces Joseph, a descendant of David, who discovers that Mary, his betrothed, is with a child. Struggling with the implications, Joseph is visited by an angel in a dream. The angel reassures him of the divine origin of Mary's pregnancy and instructs him to name the child Jesus, a name signifying his role as the one who will save his people from their sins.

	The chapter climaxes with a profound theological declaration. Drawing on the words of the prophet Isaiah, Matthew states that virgin birth is a fulfilment of the prophecy that a virgin shall conceive and bear a son. He shall be called Immanuel, meaning "God with us." This proclamation emphasises the unique nature of Jesus' birth, emphasising that he is not merely a human figure but the embodiment of God's presence among His people.

	Matthew 1 lays a robust foundation for the Gospel, intertwining Jesus' genealogy with profound theological significance. It establishes Jesus' royal and divine credentials, setting the stage for the unfolding narrative of his life, teachings, and redemptive mission.

	


Chapter 1 Prayer

	Dear Heavenly Father,

	We come before you with gratitude for our rich heritage in our faith, tracing its roots back to Abraham and David and the fulfilment of prophecies through Jesus Christ. As we reflect on the genealogy presented in Matthew 1, we are reminded of the intricate tapestry of your divine plan.

	Thank you for the assurance that, like Joseph, we can trust your guidance even when circumstances seem perplexing. In moments of uncertainty, may we find solace in the assurance that you are the author of our stories and that you work all things together for our good.

	We lift our hearts in praise for the profound truth revealed in the virgin birth of Jesus. Immanuel, "God with us" speaks to the intimate connection we share with you. May this reality resonate in our daily lives, reminding us that your presence is a constant source of strength, comfort, and guidance.

	As we journey in our contemporary world, help us embody the spirit of Jesus, the Saviour whose birth we celebrate. May our actions and words reflect the love, compassion, and grace that characterised his life. Empower us to be instruments of reconciliation and bearers of hope in a world that often longs for both.

	Lord, grant us the wisdom to recognise our place in the unfolding story of your redemption. May our lives align with your purpose, and may we, like those in the genealogy of Jesus, play our part in your divine plan for the salvation of humanity.

	In Jesus' name, we pray.

	Amen.

	


Chapter 1 Questions

	
		 Who is the first individual mentioned in the genealogy presented in Matthew 1? 

		According to Matthew 1, whose lineage does Jesus belong to? 

		Why is genealogy significant in establishing Jesus's identity? 

		Who visits Joseph in a dream, and what message is delivered to him? 

		What does the name "Jesus" signify in Matthew 1? 

		In the genealogy, which notable figure appears as the father of King David? 

		How does Matthew emphasise the divine nature of Jesus' birth in chapter 1? 

		What Old Testament figure is highlighted in the genealogy as having committed adultery with the wife of Uriah? 

		According to Matthew 1, how many generations are there from Abraham to David and from David to the Babylonian exile? 

		What does Joseph's initial reaction to Mary's pregnancy reveal about the cultural context? 

		How does Matthew connect Jesus' birth with the broader narrative of God's covenant? 

		What Old Testament book and prophet does Matthew quote about the virgin birth? Isaiah.

		What is the central message conveyed through genealogy in Matthew 1? 

		In what way does Matthew emphasise Joseph's role in the genealogy? 

		
What theological concept is encapsulated in the name "Immanuel" as presented in Matthew 1? 






	

	






	Matthew Chapter 2:1-23

	Chapter 2 of Matthew's Gospel takes a distinct narrative turn, focusing not on the childhood details of Jesus but on the reception the Messiah encountered upon entering the world. Matthew skillfully weaves a tapestry of responses—hostility from rulers, indifference from Jewish religious leaders, and a profound welcome from the Gentiles who worshipped Him. This thematic choice transcends mere chronological storytelling; it lays the groundwork for the overarching pattern of responses Jesus would face throughout His ministry, as later chapters in Matthew's Gospel unfold.

	This chapter's recurring motif of Old Testament prophecies being fulfiled (vv. 5-6, 15, 17-18, 23) remains a key element. Matthew, committed to proving Jesus as the promised Messiah, emphasises the geographical fulfilment of these prophecies in Chapter 2. While the emphasis in Chapter 1 centred on Jesus' identity fulfiling prophecy, Chapter 2 emphasises the geographical connections, establishing that Jesus was born precisely where the Old Testament had foretold the Messiah's birth.

	The literary device employed by Matthew, presenting implication and then realisation, is a recurring feature in the Gospel. Through this approach, he crafts a narrative that informs and invites readers to discern deeper layers of meaning. This method and the fulfilment of prophecies reinforce the theological message that Jesus is the anticipated Messiah.

	Beyond theological assertions, Chapter 2 serves the purpose of illustrating God's providential care for His Son. The orchestrated events—such as the guiding star, the visitation of the Magi, and the family's escape to Egypt—underscore God's sovereign protection over Jesus. Matthew paints a vivid picture of divine guidance woven into the very fabric of Jesus' early life, portraying a God who intricately orchestrates events to safeguard His Son.

	Matthew's portrayal of Jesus' early interactions with the world in Chapter 2 extends beyond a mere narrative. It serves as a theological canvas, depicting the Messiah's reception, the meticulous fulfilment of prophecies, and the divine providence that envelops His life. This chapter, while not delving into Jesus' childhood details, masterfully lays the foundation for the unfolding narrative of Jesus' ministry, demonstrating that every aspect of His life is intricately connected to the prophetic tapestry woven in the Old Testament and under the protective hand of a providential God.

	The Visit of the Wise Men

	The intricate tapestry of the Old Testament prophecies foretold the extraordinary circumstances of Messiah's birth, as explored in the preceding chapter (1:18-25), and meticulously detailed where this exceptional event would unfold (2:1-12). This unfolding narrative in Matthew's Gospel now shifts to the revelation of the Messiah's birthplace, marking a profound intersection of divine prophecy and historical reality.

	In the narrative spotlight of Chapter 2, the entry of the magi—wise men from the non-Jewish world—takes centre stage. Matthew, the evangelist, crafts this account with a purpose beyond mere historical detail. Through the magi's recognition of the child born in the Davidic lineage, Matthew emphasises the acknowledgement of Jesus, even in His infancy, as the quintessential King of the Jews. This affirmation by representatives outside the Jewish realm accentuates the universal significance of the Messiah's kingship.

	With their gifts and homage, the magi serve as symbolic emissaries from the Gentile world, recognising and honouring the regal identity of the infant Jesus. Their journey becomes a profound testament to the widespread recognition of Jesus' royal lineage and divine significance, transcending the borders of ethnicity and cultural boundaries.

	This chapter encapsulates the magi's visit and becomes a microcosm of the Gospel of Matthew. It is not merely a historical anecdote but a narrative that encapsulates the essence of the Gospel message. The convergence of prophecy, diverse cultural representation, and the universal acknowledgement of Jesus as the King of the Jews embodies the overarching theme of Matthew's Gospel—that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah, not just for the Jewish nation but for all humanity.

	As readers dig into Chapter 2, they witness a masterful interplay of prophecy and historical events, unveiling the universal recognition of Jesus' kingship from the earliest moments of His life. This chapter is a portal into the Gospel's profound narrative, inviting readers to contemplate the significance of Jesus' birth in the grand tapestry of divine design and human history. In essence, Matthew artfully weaves the threads of prophecy and cultural inclusivity, inviting readers to recognise the universal and timeless impact of the King born in Bethlehem.

	2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, 2:2 “Where is he who is born King of the Jews? For we saw his star in the east, and have come to worship him.” 

	In the annals of time, the reckoning of years has undergone a fascinating evolution. In the 708th year after the foundation of Rome, Julius Caesar ushered in the Julian Calendar, designating January 1st as the year's commencement. However, it wasn't until the sixth century A.D. that Dionysius Exiguus, a Scythian monk in Rome, established the practice of dating from the birth of Christ while confirming the Easter cycle. Gradually embraced, this system found universal acceptance, immortalised further when Pope Gregory XIII reformed the Julian calendar in 1582. Modern scholarship, guided by more accurate insights, now places the birth of Christ between 6 and 4 B.C.

	As we peer into the chronicles of Matthew's Gospel, the Magi emerge onto the stage, bearing gifts and seeking the newly born King of the Jews. Traditionally associated with January 6th or the 13th day after Christ's birth, their arrival becomes pivotal. Yet, scrutinising the narrative clues, a nuanced perspective emerges, suggesting a visit approximately a year after Jesus' birth.

	Matthew's careful narrative choices accentuate the historical veracity of Jesus' birth in Bethlehem of Judea, aligning with the prophecy of Messiah's birthplace. This precision emphasises the Davidic lineage, crucial for fulfiling the prophetic promise (Micah 5:2).

	Herod the Great, a complex historical figure, takes centre stage in this account. His reign, marked by political acumen and brutality, frames the context of the Magi's inquiry. Contrary to earlier reckonings, recent scholarship, advocated by Andrew Steinmann and Rodger Young, places the birth of Jesus in late 3 B.C. or early 2 B.C. Herod's tumultuous rule, tainted by paranoia and cruelty, creates a backdrop against which the Magi's quest unfolds.
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