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Once upon a time, in a beautiful place called Guam, in the Mariana islands, there lived a lovely girl named Sirena, with golden brown skin, big dark eyes, and thick, long, soft black hair. 

Sirena got her name, which means serene or peaceful, because she had been such a calm and quiet baby. Sirena was graceful and also playful, but what she was most known for was that, all her life she had loved the water, and she was an excellent swimmer. 

She also had good skills in cooking, housework and crafts, but Sirena was always very much in her own world, and her family and others saw her as a daydreamer, because she loved to bathe and swim so much in the river and ocean nearby, that she often forgot her work and household duties, or left them until last. 

Sirena's mother was often angry with her because of it; because she needed help, and she could never rely on her to get on with her work and do things when she asked her to, and also because Sirena was becoming a young woman, her life was changing, and her mother feared that she was doing too much swimming and daydreaming, and she would not grow up properly, into a responsible adult, who would work hard, and be able to care for a family of her own. 

Sirena's mother's fears and insecurities, really, about her own abilities to cope with her life, her worry and her bad temper, made her very harsh and critical of her daughter, which did nothing but hurt her feelings and ruin her confidence, and make her ashamed and even worse. Everyone around them noticed that she was always shouting at her, although they thought it was because Sirena was lazy and a dreamer, as her mother always said. 

But Sirena also had a very kind and loving godmother who would speak up for her, and try to appease her mother, and reason with her when she was angry. She would try to calm her down, and tell her that everything would be alright, and remind her that Sirena was still only young, and her mother would say that she knew that, but that it was important to work hard, and not forget the serious things in life, or otherwise things would go wrong and there would be problems.
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