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We thank you, Lord, for the increase and the abundance that's coming, that you are not a man that you would lie. If you said it, you're going to do it. In Jesus' mighty name.


You know, in the midst of what's going on in America, which is a lot of crazy stuff. There's a lot of crazy stuff going on in our own lives, a lot of crazy stuff going on everywhere. I mean the news is just silly. You don't even want to watch that anymore. We're going through some spiritual warfare right now. There is nothing going on right now in our life that doesn't have some kind of spiritual battle. And what I want to talk about in this book is spiritual warfare for the battles, the big battles. Not just spiritual warfare, but for the big battles, because whether you're at the end of your battle or the beginning of your battle, it's very tiring. It's very exhausting. It makes you want to tap out several times over. But then all of a sudden, you get another boost of energy, and you go another level and even higher.


What we need to understand is, there's an authority that we have in Jesus' name, but a lot of us don't use it, or don't know how to use it, or don't feel like we can use it because we don't know who we are. There's nothing worse to me than to get prayer requests from people that are in desperate situations. Nothing worse than to know somebody in a desperate situation or to be in a desperate situation. I don't know about you, but I know in my life, especially over the last many months, there are times that we just look back and think, "I don't know how we made it through." I'm going to go plain in this book. I'm going to go very simple in some stuff.


I'm going to say this on an elementary level. The devil is mean. We don't need a big education here. The devil is mean. Come on; you don't need to get your concordance out. Nobody needs to get Google out on your phone and look it up right now, "What's this mean?" Because sometimes, I have discerned that, when people have a need, and they want to get through what they're going through, there's always a part of them that doesn't want to really pay the price. See, it's one thing to know that there's something wrong and it's another to pay the price to get through it. Many think that if someone else just prays... I know people that'll think, "Man, I'll just go to this meeting over here. I'll go to this guy over here. I'll go to this guy downtown over here, and if he just prays for me, it's over." There's nothing wrong with prayer, but sometimes, and don't take this religiously wrong, prayer doesn't help warfare.


Now, don't get confused. Let's go a little step farther because sometimes there's more needed than just prayer. We need to understand that the power of prayer is a serious force, but just wishing to God, that's the way we pray sometimes, we're wishing. Come on, wishing to God and praying to God are not the same thing. Prayer is a conversation. I'm getting hit with this, myself. See, when you pray several times a day, you come together, and you're in agreement and you're praying, you're having a conversation with the Lord. You're not just giving him a wishlist. "Oh, I just want a Red Rider BB gun." Some of the younger people probably don't know what I'm talking about with this comment, but that's okay.


See, prayer is a conversation, and some people think they know about God from what they've heard others say, but knowing about God and knowing God are two different things. People can read my bio and think they know me, but guess what? They don't know me. Some people reading this probably don't really know me. My wife knows me, and she's still around. Thank you, Jesus. See, real prayer takes energy. Here's an example. I know women love it when I do this. It's like when a guy has a conversation with his wife. It takes energy. I mean this because this is what God likes. When you're having a conversation with Him, you're going to have to learn His emotions and what's going on, why He feels and why you feel, and you're going to have to let Him know the way you're feeling and why you feel disappointed, or why you feel like He's a little late. Come on. Come on, this is therapy.


Spiritual warfare is therapy, because instead of saying, "God, you know what? If you just drop $1 million right now, it'll all be good." Not really. Prayer takes time. You'd be amazed at how many times, especially young people, they don't want to take the time for something as simple as brushing their teeth. See, it takes effort. This is the part a lot of us don't understand about spiritual warfare. It takes study. The Bible says, “Study to show yourself approved of workman needeth not to be ashamed rightly divided in the word of the truth.” See, we are to study the word of God and divide it and tear it down, build it up and tear it down, build it up and tear it down until we really, fully understand.


You know, God won’t really know people until he gets in a conversation with them. You get in fellowship, a person could read all about us and understand a certain level of us, but they're not going to understand every aspect of us without conversation. Have you ever thought there was a person that you weren't really fond of until you got to talk to them, and you're like, "Man, they're not so bad." But from far off, you thought, "My goodness, they're so stuck up, they're so this, they're so that." There's more than just study. You know, sometimes I think God would be more impressed by your praying if you studied what was going on in your life. I hope I'm getting some wheels turning because that's what I'm supposed to be doing right here. Because it can help the relationship, when you show yourself approved, when you show yourself a little bit to God, he will like it.
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