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Bullets riddle the outside wall of the house that is our last stand. In response, we fire our rifles and light machine guns through the windows. The gun of a Sherman demolishes a small annex nearby where a few of our comrades and a 47mm anti-tank piece had been, but our SOMUA S-35 tank fires at the American vehicle, hitting it and sending its turret about two meters into the air. Since dawn, when they drove us out of the main buildings of the Lajes Air Base and reduced us to this house near the airfield, the destruction of the annex has been the only major progress the Americans have made against us. Maybe they weren't expecting to face these thick granite walls.


	Despite their efforts, hours later, near dusk, they aren't any closer to dislodging us. To our surprise, the volume of enemy fire begins to decrease until, when night falls, it stops completely. But they don't give up. We keep hearing them and seeing the lights of their campfires and lanterns.


	My comrades and I take the opportunity to sit down and rest our fingers and ears from the firing of rifles and machine guns. It's unsettling how, in less than three weeks, we went from a quiet life to this hellish siege. No one ever thought that Portugal would fight in this war. Then, after the annexation of France and the signing of an alliance between Hitler and Franco, Salazar was forced to join the Axis to prevent an invasion of the mother land and losing control of the State. Almost immediately, the British annexed the Portuguese colonies in Africa, India and Timor. And now, Americans have invaded the Azores, as these islands are a perfect base from which the Axis can support its Central American members: Mexico and the United Provinces of Central America.
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