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  Introduction


   


  The Christian life is not an easy life to understand. Life as a Christian in this world should be one continuous journey of discovery and adventure. However, many of us are taught mistruths and seem to settle down to live lives of frustration and complacency. The Christian church sadly operates in a way that allows people to be lazy, not to seek truth, and settle for a lifestyle of man’s traditions and religion.


   


  For a number of years, I knew that I will find personal freedom if I could just get a grasp of my true identity in Christ. I heard people speak on the subject and how, when they found out who they truly were, they had started to live a life that was simply outstanding compared to other misinformed Christians.


   


  This book was written as my own act of discovery and I don’t think anyone is going to read it as often as I can see myself reading it. I echo the words of Paul when I say that I have not obtained the prize with what I have presented here. I feel it is going to take some time for me to live these truths presented in Scripture in these pages, but no matter what, I press on to the journey set before me.


   


  Years ago in the midst of grave sexual sin I was taken on a vision of Heaven where I met Jesus and was escorted into the throne room by Him to meet His Father. That was one of the best days and experiences of my life. In Heaven Jesus put a New Robe on me. Tt was Joseph’s coat of many colors and that was the inspiration for this cover.


   


  Enjoy!


   


  Matthew Robert Payne


   


  March 2014


   


  Update in September 2014


   


  When I wrote this book I was writing it for myself as well as others. I have read this book four times now and more of it is sinking into me. When I wrote it I was struggling with an addiction and since it’s first edition was published in March I have been set free of that addiction. We truely do become who we think we are. This is a book that you will need to re-visit more than once. These truths need to go past your head into your heart. It is only when these truths are part of you, that you, like me will begin to act differently.


  
Chapter 1

  You are Perfect!



  


  The idea that we are already perfect may be a foreign subject to you, but that does not mean it is not true. Just as many people who live in this world are unaware of the salvation that is possible through Christ, even people who are living a Christian life are also unaware of that. Through the Holy Spirit dwelling in them, they are already complete and equipped for every good work that God has planned for them.


  


  2 Timothy 3:17


  


  ... that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.


  Many people are unaware that they are made up of spirit, soul and body. When the Holy Spirit comes into a person and starts to reside in our human spirit, the spirit in us is perfect. And from that point on, God sees us as He saw His own Son while He was on earth. Sure, many people might say that the sin they commit each day or week nullifies the assertion that they are perfect. But Scripture says that the son of God and daughter of God has been perfected forever.


  Hebrews 10:14


  


  For by one offering, He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.


  When we are born again, when our spirits are renewed by the infilling of the Holy Spirit, we are made perfect and prepared to do the good deeds that God willed for us to do. The same Holy Spirit that rested on Jesus rests on us, and it is only through lack of understanding and knowledge that we think we lack anything to do the will of God in our lives. Think about it, God's Holy Spirit does not come in half, three-quarter and full measure. The Holy Spirit comes down to equip us on how to live God’s will.


  I have prayed for about four hundred people to receive the gift of prophecy since I have been a prophet myself. These people came to me as they wanted to experience the gift of prophecy and evangelize through the word of God. Everyone I prayed for received this wonderful gift. It makes me wonder if my prayer called up the gift of prophecy in their lives. Or did the process of just coming to me and saying a prayer aroused their faith to realize the gift that was ALREADY in them. I personally believe that every person is equipped to do ministry in the prophetic, for Scripture says that we are created to do good things.


  Hebrews 13:21


  ... make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.


  There are many people preaching, holding conferences and writing books about how one can be ready for this new anointing and power. Christians move from one conference to another thinking this is what reinforces their divine gift. Sadly, there seems to be a thriving market to endow the believers with everything that they possibly already have.


  Colossians 2:8-10


  8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.


  


  Many of us think that we need to be like another person. Many of us think that if we could only have Heidi Baker, Rick Joyner or Kris Vallotton pray for us, then we might walk in a more powerful anointing, be able to do more good, and commit sin a whole lot less. However, Scripture says that we are already perfect, complete and faultless from the day we were born again and filled with the Holy Spirit.


  Jude 1:24


  Now, to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy ...
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