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Chapter 1:
Introduction and Overview
of the Study



	 


	1.1 Background


	The Church’s vocation (calling from God) is to restore its members to the image of God to maturity in Jesus Christ. However, this vocation is threatened by false teachings in the Church, which it is my intention to refute in this book. Genesis 1:26 teaches that, “God said let us make man in our image, in our likeness”. Here Genesis defines mankind’s purpose and place in God’s plan. When God says man is to be made “in our image, in our likeness,” this means that mankind, both male and female, is God’s representatives on earth. Genesis affirms that every human being is made in God’s image. “Let us make man in our image”. Here God is pictured to the angels, the only allusion to other supernatural beings in this verse of Genesis. Human beings are created in God’s image; they are his representatives on earth and should rule over all the earth. God deliberately created humanity in two sexes to be fruitful and increase in number. God blessed sexual intercourse and indicated its importance in his plan”(Carson et al 1994, 61). 


	Satan with his deceit approached mankind and convinced him to turn away from God’s will with the life of every person within history caught up a rebellion against the Creator. The image of God in man was effaced but not erased. Even though man is sinful, there is still enough likeness to God remaining in him that he resembles God. By the grace of God, He sent his Son Jesus Christ to redeem mankind. In the covenant of redemption Christ undertook to atone for the sins of His people by bearing the necessary punishment, and meeting the demands of the Law for them. Hammond (1968, 116) argues, “Our Lord’s death can and ought to be regarded as exemplary that is, as the supreme example of obedience to the will of God, and representative, that is, as being that of the federal Head of the new race of men who, realizing their failure under the old covenant, find life and power in the new covenant given in his blood, yet no doctrine of the cross of Christ is adequate to the comprehensiveness of the full scriptural statement which does not present the even deeper fact that our Lord’s death was in the nature of a propitiation”. God’s purpose in Christ for humanity is conformity to Christ’s glorious image. God’s plan is to free man from sin; those who believe in Him will be restored. Man’s faith in Christ and repentance enables God’s image and likeness to be restored in him, just as it was when God created Adam-this is done through the Church.


	1.2 Statement of the Problem


	A great conflict between Satan and the Church is seen today. First, Satan uses many strategies and tactics to blind the minds of unbelievers to the truth of the Gospel (see 2 Corinthians 4:3-4), opposing the work of evangelism: as it is written in 1 Thessalonians 2:18, he snatches the truth from the minds of the deceived. Second, today some Church leaders seek to reinterpret truth as falsehood and falsehood as truth in order to satisfy the work of Satan on earth. They forget that the Church is the Church of God, not a human institution or organization, which cannot be built by techniques and methodology alone. It is principally an organism that was born by the Spirit of God on the day of Pentecost (Peters 1981, 52).


	Some movements in the Christian Churches reject revelation and the authority of the Bible when they think it does not reflect the truth. Many cults promote the false idea that God has revealed something unique to them. The Unification Church teaches that the Reverend Moon is bringing truth previously unrevealed because the mission of Christ was left unfinished and the world is now ready for the completion of Christ’s work on earth. The Mormon Church teaches that Christianity was in apostasy for some 18 centuries until God revealed new truth to John Smith, Jr., restoring the true gospel that had been lost. New interpretations of Scripture seen in some cults make no claim to new truth or extra-biblical revelation. They believe that the Scriptures are their only acknowledged source of authority, but they are interpreted unreasonably and in a way different from that of Orthodox Christianity. Other cults testify that the historic beliefs and interpretations of Scripture are based upon a misunderstanding of the Bible or were pagan in origin. The Bible is reinterpreted, usually out of context, to justify the peculiar doctrines of the cult without an objective and reasonable way to understand what the Bible teaches. 


	Non-biblical sources of authority seen in some cults which have sacred writings are seen as a source of authority that supersedes the Bible: (1) In the Book of Mormon, The Pearl of Great Price and Doctrine and Covenants are considered to be of greater authoritative sources. (2) In Christian Science, the Bible is characterized as being mistaken and corrupt and inferior to the writings of Mary Baker Eddy. (3) The Unification Church believes the Bible to be incomplete, while Reverend Moon’s Divine principle is the true authoritative source. (4) Kimbanguism believes in Kimbangu to be Holy Spirit. (5) The Seventh-day Adventist believes the writings of Mrs. White are in harmony with the Word of God, inspired counsels from the Lord. (6) The Worldwide Church of God considers Herbert W. Armstrong as the man God chose to bring the truth to this present age. They reject the personality and deity of the Holy Spirit.


	One characteristic that is found in all cults is false teaching about the person of Jesus Christ in the light of historical biblical Christianity. The “Jesus” of the cults is always someone less than the Bible’s eternal God who became flesh, lived here on earth, and died for our sins. The Jesus of the cult is not the Jesus of the Bible. The Mormon Church does not accept the unique deity of Jesus Christ. The theology of the Jehovah’s witnesses argues that Jesus did not exist as God from all eternity, but was rather the first creation of Jehovah God. Before coming to earth, He was Michael the Archangel, the head of all the angels. He is no God. The characteristic of many cultic groups is a frontal attack on orthodox Christianity- a rejection of orthodox Christianity. They argue that the Church has departed from the true faith. Rejecting the biblical teaching on God’s Trinitarian Nature, the Jehovah’s Witnesses say, “There is no authority in the word of God for the doctrine of the trinity of the God-head”. The Way International takes a similar position. “Long before the founding of Christianity the idea of a triune god or a god-in-three persons was a common belief in the ancient religions where many had many minor deities they distinctly acknowledged that there was one supreme god who consisted of three persons or essences (McDowell and Stewart 1983, 20-23). The Church of Jesus Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu adores Simon Kimbangu to be the Holy Spirit. Mama Mwilu, former wife of Simon Kimbangu, is considered as the spiritual leader who gave birth to Kimbanguism in 1921. Kimbangu is understood by Kimbanguist as the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost promised by Jesus in the Gospel of John 14:16 to live among people in human presence forever, whose mission is to console humanity. Indeed, Kimbanguist Christians value this name and there is no barrier for them to express that Kimbangu is a permanent living divine reality. According to the Kimbanguist theology, mankind will be saved through three conditions: God’s grace, faith in God and his messiah and good works. The first condition depends only on God, as he never fails to honor his commitments. Through Jesus’ death, he gave potential grace to humanity. Kimbanguist theology doesn’t admit that by grace alone man might be saved, because grace is one of the three requirements that are conditions of salvation. Each individual must work hard for his salvation as the Lord will return to reward each one according to his work. The Kimbanguist theology imposes a strict obligation to its members. Despite its radical appearance, there is not intransigence on the issue of salvation. The Kimbanguist theology doesn’t neglect the fact that God’s love is great towards humankind. It is written that the Lord is slow to anger but quick to forgive. The Kimbanguist theology does not accept the assertion that God’s love is unlimited. For example, using the illustration that God’s love toward the Israelites did not prevent them from being punished every time they sinned. Kimbanguist theology warns against the danger of overestimating God's love.


	In addition to cults the Church is also assaulted by false teachings from outside. Man has become proud and no longer believes that his existence is part of God’s creation. Today’s prideful arguments include that the fetus is only potentially human, that a woman’s guarantee of the right to privacy includes taking the life of the unborn, and that euthanasia is a necessary means to guarantee a dignified death. Secular humanists have stated their beliefs repeatedly and clearly. They speak glowingly about technology and emphatically deny that there is any God in control. They affirm the need to extend the uses of scientific advances, such as artificial insemination, test-tube babies, surrogate mothers, organ transplants, organ harvesting, gene splicing, and cloning. They argue that there is no Creator, man evolved from animals, and man is sovereign over life; thus the quality-of-life principle and “end justifies the means”. 


	More troubling, some false teachings also come from inside the Church. Some Church leaders allow the practice of homosexuality in the Church, and the blessing of homosexual marriage. They argue that lay homosexuals who have entered into civil partnerships are still eligible for the sacraments, and voted to allow the blessing of same-sex unions in the Church. They also consider a non-celibate homosexual to be eligible for ordination, even if the person has entered into a civil same-sex partnership. In a 2007 speech to theology students in Toronto, Archbishop, Rowan Williams argued that conservatives have failed to consider the wider context of Romans 1:27 which states, “And the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in their own persons the due penalty for error” (NIV). Archbishop Williams pointed out that although Saint Paul (the author of this epistle) and his contemporaries viewed homosexual savior “as obviously immoral as idol worship or disobedience to parents”. The main thrust of this passage is that human beings must not judge one another for being sinful. Romans 2:1 says, “Therefore you have no excuse, O man whoever you are, when you judge another: for in passing judgment upon him you condemn yourself because you, the judge, are doing the very same things”. Heneghan (2007, 2) argues that, “Williams admitted that his analysis does nothing to settle the exegetical questions fiercely debated at the moment, but called upon conservatives to avoid self-righteousness rather than happily identifying with Paul’s castigation of someone else. In fact, it is difficult to understand that a man created in God’s image can do an immoral act that even an animal, without any intelligence, cannot do-that is, to have sex with same-sex- because the Bible teaches that God said in Genesis 1:26, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”.


	1.3 Importance of the Study


	The Lord Jesus gave his disciples the task of proclaiming the Kingdom. We are to go into the world and preach the Gospel of salvation, to teach the principles of the Kingdom of God, to heal the sick and to deliver those afflicted by the demonic, (cf. Matthew 28:19-20). The Church is designed to be a full expression of the body of Christ here on Earth. The internal functions of the Church are therefore aimed at relating the members correctly with the Head and with each other. The image of God in man is that spirituality through the Church. God is Spirit, and it is but natural to expect that this spirituality also finds expression in man as the image and likeness of God. The Church is the continuation of the Incarnation,- the continuing presence of Christ in our world, the locus of God's offer of grace to us-coming to us in the preaching of the Kingdom, the healing of the sick, and the sacramental system of Catholic Christendom where believers grow to maturity as an extension of God’s Ministry to the world. Our faith in Christ leads us to be conformed to the image of Christ. Christ’s return will complete the restoration of God’s image and likeness in man. This spiritual growth is profoundly threatened by false teachings from the cults, secular society, and those in the Church who are overly influenced by secular society.


	
1.4 Organization of the Study



	This research begins with an Introduction and Overview of the Study, outlining such introductory elements as Background, Statement of the Problem, Importance and Organization of the study, Methodology, Delimitations, Hypothesis, and Definitions of key terms. The second chapter develops the Critical Literature Review, including four primary elements: (1) a brief presentation of Jesus Christ’s life and teachings; (2) the early biblical theology of the Church; (3) man created in God’s image and likeness; (4) the Church as a central purpose of God to restore the image and likeness of God in man; followed by a Chapter summary. The third chapter deals with the presentation of data, which is twofold: (1) the problem of Christian Churches with false teachings; and (2) the problem of liberal theology in the Church. The fourth chapter develops the critique and analysis of data; specifically the critique and analysis of false teachings, which attack the truth of the Scripture and Church tradition. Finally, chapter five includes a summary, conclusion, and practical implication for today’s Christians. This chapter will attempt to summarize the major findings of the book and offer any conclusions that are suggested by the research.


	1.5 Methodology


	This book will examine the existing works in the following areas: the life and teachings of Jesus Christ as a model for the Church today; man’s creation in God’s image and likeness; and the Church’s central purpose as the means by which God restores His image and likeness in man. Many systematic theology books which deal with the subject will be used, and other books or research along with our personal experience in the Christian Ministry will reinforce this book. The method section of this study will give a general overview of foundational teachings or major doctrines of each Church that we call in this book “Christian Churches without Christ”. I will by way of contrast, cite authorities within those communities and biblical passages that contradiction them. I will analyze, and critique the teachings of their leaders, explicating each cult view, and then show how the biblical view opposes it. This work will demonstrate that the so-called Christian Churches without Christ have no solid philosophical foundation for the work of its missionaries, preaching, apologetics, ethics, or any other realm of rational interaction. 


	This investigation will follow the organizational pattern previously outlined, using the format of a content model. The book elaborates a model recommended by Jesus Christ Himself for Church leaders to follow. The Church is designed to be a full expression of the Body of Christ here on earth, not an organization existing to entertain, or edify its members. It is rather an organism consisting of its members with Christ Jesus as its Head. The internal functions of the Church are therefore aimed at relating the members correctly with the Head and with each other. The image of God in man is that spirituality: God is Spirit, and it is but natural to expect that this element of spirituality also finds expression in man as the image of God. All Scripture quotations will come from the New International Version.


	1.6 Delimitations


	Thesis Statement: This book is a biblical examination of the Church as central to God’s purpose of creating sons and daughters in His own image and likeness, and to discern how some Church leaders are asserting that falsehood is truth and that the truth is false by abandoning the clear teachings of Scripture and Church tradition. This field of theology studies is a relatively new phenomenon; however the literature on it is already vast. I am writing against heresy, which is actually as old as the Church. The focuses to investigate, analyze, and critique some Church doctrines which do not follow Christian belief, so that we will understand and practice the task of proclaiming the Kingdom.


	1.7 Hypothesis


	I believe that this book reveals Christians to have an idea of the weakness seen in the teachings of some Church leaders today that mislead Christians with wrong teachings in order to satisfy the leaders’ own needs by abandoning the clear teachings of scripture and Church tradition, asserting that falsehood is truth and that the truth is false. They forget that the Church is the central God’s purpose of creating sons and daughters in His image through redemption in Christ. Further, this research emphasizes the importance of Christians (believers) distinguishing between false teachings imported by Satan through their leaders, used to slander God by attacking God’s reliability, His faithfulness, and His goodness by suggesting that God is harsh and restrictive.


	1.8 Definitions of key terms


	Biblical: a study related to the Bible.


	Examination: a detailed investigation, the act of conducting the detailed investigation, an act of examining, or state of being examined; a careful search, investigation, or inquiry; scrutiny by study or experiment. 


	Church: Wright (1968, 154) argues that, “The Church is the universal society of all the faithful whom God has predestined from eternity to everlasting life. From the Greek word Ekklesia, of the verb kaleô, which was used for the citizens summoned together as the sovereign assembly of the people (Acts 19:39), means the assembled congregation of God’s people. In its New Testament, it was always applied to a community of people and never to a building. In this, the Church is the community of all believers of the new Alliance that the tie of the time and the Saint's regenerative action unite in a vital way to Jesus Christ".  Spiritually, the Church is the mystical body of the Lord of which one becomes member by the baptism of the Spirit, and in this sense it is only discerned by the eyes of faith (1 Corinthians 12:13). The Church is to be the body of which Christ is the Head. It is usually described as fourfold: unity, sanctity, catholicity and apostolicity, according to which we believe in one holy catholic apostolic Church. The Church is one because it is united to Christ, and it is so, notwithstanding the impossibility of outward unity of earthly government. The Church is Holy because it is possessed by the Spirit of God. The Church is Catholic because Christ is independent of place and time. The Church is Apostolic because it is true to the New Testament Apostolic teaching.


	Central: “the most important, main” (Wehmeier 2001, 174). 


	God: Grudem (1994, 543) defines, “The word God (Theos)  used of Christ: although the word theos, ‘God’ is usually reserved in the New Testament for God the Father, nonetheless, there are several passages where it is also used to refer to Jesus Christ. In all of these passages the word ‘God’ is used in the strong sense to refer to the one who is the Creator of heaven and earth, the ruler over all”. The existence of God is not subject to scientific proof, it must be a postulate of faith; and since God transcends all his creation, he can be known only in his self-revelation in the Scriptures.


	Purpose: is the intention, aim or function of something, the thing that something is supposed to achieve (Wehmeier (2001, 948).


	Creating: is to cause to come into being, as something unique, which would not naturally evolve that is not made by ordinary processes.


	Sons and daughters: the sons and daughters of God are those who believe Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior; those who are redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ where our faith in Christ led us to be conformed to God’s image and likeness. 


	Image and Likeness: The Bible teaches that man was created in the image of God. This is clearly stated in Genesis 1:26-27. Scriptural teaching regarding the image of God in man is summarized by Berkhof (1996) as follows: (1) the words image and likeness are used synonymously and interchangeably, and therefore do not refer to two different things. This naturally implies that man was created also in the likeness of God, and that this likeness was not something with which he was endowed later on. The word likeness was added to image to express the idea that the image was most like, a perfect image. (2) The image of God in which man was created certainly includes what is generally called “original righteousness” or more specifically, true knowledge, righteousness, and holiness. We are told that God made man “very good” (Genesis 1:31) and “upright” (Ecclesiastes 7:29). (3) The image of God in man includes elements, which belong to the natural constitution of man. These elements are which belong to man as man, such as intellectual power, natural affections, and moral freedom. As created in the image of God man has a rational and moral nature, which he did not lose by sin and which he could not lose without ceasing to be man. (4) The image of God in man is that spirituality. God is spirit, and it is but natural to expect that this element of spirituality also finds expression in man as the image of God. (5) Another element of the image of God in man is immortality of man’s soul. The breath of life is the principle of his life, and the living soul is the very being of man. Man was created immortal, not merely in the sense that his soul was endowed with an endless existence, but also in the sense that he did not carry within himself the seeds of physical death and in his original condition was not subject to the law of death, which was threatened as a punishment for sin (Genesis 2:17). 


	 





Chapter 2:
Critical Literature Review



	 


	Mouton (2001, 86) starts, “It is essential that every research project begins with a review of the existing literature”. Smith (2008, 213) adds, “In many thesis, chapter 2 is a literature review. Even if a thesis does not contain a separate chapter for its literature review, it must demonstrate awareness of the history of research and interact with the major contributors in the field”. This critical review of literature was organized according to the following major topics:


	

		A brief presentation of Jesus Christ’s life and teachings


		
The early Biblical Theology of Church



		
Man created in God’s image and likeness



		
The Church’s central purpose as the means by which God restores His image and likeness in man



		Chapter Summary





	This approach provides a systematic, orderly method for the presentation of classical and contemporary theories, methods, and procedures. This topical focus allows the reader to move through the material in a systematic way gaining insight in each area as experts writing in the discipline are considered.


	2.1 A brief presentation of Jesus Christ’s life and teachings


	The section deals with the source, birth and childhood of Jesus Christ, the beginning of public ministry, features of Jesus’ public ministry, and the teachings of Jesus Christ.


	2.1.1 Source


	It is not possible to write a complete life of Jesus from the Gospel records. Nevertheless we do know about important events in His life. In our research we will consider two kinds of sources of Jesus Christ’s life: Non-Christian sources and Christian sources.


	 


	2.1.1.1 Non- Christian sources


	“Very few early references to Jesus with any claim to be independent of Christian sources have survived. The only direct mention by a Roman historian is a bare record of his execution by order of Pontius Pilatus in Judea in the reign of Tiberius (Tacitus Annals 15.44). Other early Roman references to Christians do not refer to Jesus as a historical figure. The Jewish historian Josephus has one brief account of Jesus, which is generally agreed to have been rewritten by Christians, it is likely that the original text referred to him as a reputed miracle-worker and teacher who attracted a considerable following and was executed by crucifixion under Pilate, though even this content is disputed (Ant. 18.64). A number of rather obscure passages in the Talmud, whose reference to Jesus is in most cases only conjectural, add no clear historical detail, beyond the statement that he was hanged on Passover Eve after due trial, as a sorcerer and one who led Israel astray (Sanhedrin 43a)” (Wood &Al 1996, 563- 564). 


	2.1.1.2 Christian sources


	The Birth of Jesus is recorded both in Saint Matthew’s and Saint Luke’s Gospels. He was born in Bethlehem about 7 BC, because Joseph and Mary were there for the Roman Census. Later, they fled to Egypt to escape King Herod’s persecution. After Herod’s death, they were able to return to Nazareth. “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem. When they had gone an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. Get up, he said, take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him. So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “out of Egypt I called my son” (Matthew 2:1, 13-15, NIV).


	By considering this gospel of Matthew we learn that Jesus was born shortly before the death of Herod the Great in 4 BC. The exact date cannot be determined because the Gospel doesn’t tell us anything more specific. Palestine had been under Roman rule for some 60 years when Jesus was born. It was indirect rule, through local princes of whom Herod the Great was the most famous (Wood &Al 1996, 564-565).


	2.1.2 Birth and Childhood of Jesus Christ


	The details of the birth of Jesus are recorded only in the Gospel of Matthew and Luke, each Gospel clearly using different sources than that of Matthew. Matthew seems to  concentrate more on Joseph’s side of the story because the Gospel according to Matthew tells the good news that Jesus is the promised Savior, the one through whom God fulfilled the promises he made to his people in the Old Testament. This has led Matthew to start with the genealogy and the birth of Jesus Christ. “In this genealogy each of the three sections ends with a significant person or event connected with Davidic dynasty. In David the family of Abraham rose to royal power. Matthew’s genealogy shows that Jesus had the right to rule over Israel since He was a descendant of David through Joseph. Legally he was Joseph’s son. Specifically this section of the Gospel strongly implies that Jesus was the promised Messiah” (Constable 2008, 19-21).


	The Gospel according to Luke shows an intimate knowledge of Mary’s experiences and of those of her relative Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist, which it is generally agreed could only have been derived directly or indirectly from Mary herself. It is therefore the more remarkable that on the crucial fact of the supernatural origin of Jesus’ birth, without a human father (Wood &Al 1996, 565).


	The Gospel according to Luke presents Jesus as both the promised Savior of Israel and as the Savior of the whole human race. Luke records that Jesus was called by the Spirit of the Lord to bring good news to the powerful, and this Gospel is filled with a concern for people with all kinds of needs. The differences with Jesus’ genealogy in Luke 3:23-38 are a problem that no one has been able to solve adequately. The problem is Joseph’s ancestors in Luke’s genealogy, especially from Joseph to King David. Constable (2008, 20) concludes that: “The theory that most scholars subscribe to now is that Matthew gave the legal line of descent from David stating who was on the throne in each case and Luke gave the actual descendant of David in the branch of David’s family to which Joseph belonged. The two Gospels with their independent sources agreed on the virgin birth. The virgin birth is technically the virgin conception. Mary was not just a virgin when she bore Jesus, but she was one when she conceived Him. The idea that Mary remained a virgin for the rest of her life, the Roman Catholic doctrine of the perpetual virginity of Mary has no support in the biblical text”.


	2.1.2.1 Virgin birth of Jesus Christ


	Grudem (1994, 1256) states, “The virgin birth is the biblical teaching that Jesus was conceived in the womb of his mother Mary by a miraculous work of the Holy Spirit and without a human father”. Erickson (1998, 759) adds, “The virgin birth means that Jesus’ conception in the womb of Mary was not the result of sexual relationship. Mary was a virgin at the time of Jesus’ conception and continued so up to the point of his birth, for scripture indicates that Joseph did not have sexual intercourse with her until after the birth of Jesus”.


	Matthew 1:18 starts, “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ come about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit” (NIV). And Luke 1:26-27 adds, “In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary” (NIV). Grudem classifies three areas of the doctrinal importance of the virgin birth: (1) it shows that salvation ultimately must come from the Lord. Just as God had promised that the seed of the woman would ultimately destroy the serpent, so God brought it about by his own power, not through mere human effort. The virgin birth of Christ is an unmistakable reminder that salvation can never come through human effort, but must be the work of God himself. (2) The virgin birth made possible the uniting of full deity and full humanity in one person. This was the means God used to send his son into the world as a man. (3) The virgin birth also makes possible Christ’s true humanity without inheriting sin. All human beings have inherited legal guilt and a corrupt moral nature from their first father, Adam. The fact that Jesus did not have a human being descended from Adam in exactly the same way in which every other human being has descended from Adam (Grudem 1994, 529- 530). Erickson (1998, 759) writes, “Mary became pregnant through a supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit upon her but that does not mean that Jesus was the result of copulation between God and Mary. It also does not mean that there was not a normal birth”. Barth quoted by Macleod (1998, 36) adds, “The virgin birth at the opening and the empty tomb at the close of Jesus’ life bear witness that this life is in fact marked off from all the rest of human life, and marked off, in the first instance, not by our understanding or our interpretation, but by itself”. 


	Barth is pursuing a valid biblical theme of what sign the virgin birth is pointing to: “First, it is highlighting the essentially supernatural character of Jesus and the gospel. The virgin birth is posted on guard at the door of the mystery of Christmas; and none of us must think of hurrying past it. The virgin birth is God’s gracious declaration, at the very outset of the gospel that the act of faith is legitimate. Second, the virgin birth is a sign of God’s judgment on human nature. The race needs a redeemer, but cannot itself produce one: not by its own decision or desire, not by the processes of education and civilization, not as a precipitate of its own evolution. Third, the virgin birth is a sign that Jesus Christ is a new beginning. He is not a development from anything that has gone before. He is a divine instruction: the last, great, culminating eruption of the power of God into the plight of man: Man is involved only in the form of non-willing, non-achieving, non-creative, non-sovereign man, only in the form of man who can merely receive, merely be ready, merely let something be done to and with himself (Barth 1956, 181-191).


	2.1.2.2 Childhood of Jesus Christ


	The stay of Joseph and Mary in Egypt seems to be of brief duration according to the Gospel of Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23, which says, “When they had gone an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. Get up he said take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him. So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: out of Egypt I called my Son. After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead. So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Achelous was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: He will be called a Nazarene” (NIV).


	Wood &Al (1996, 565) relate that, “The circumstances of Jesus’ birth and childhood were in striking contrast to the supernatural mode of his conception. He was born in the animal quarters of a crowded village inn, and brought up in a very ordinary home in the obscure Galilean village of Nazareth, which had achieved no mention in earlier literature. His family may have been what we would call middle class, the carpenter being a skilled craftsman, perhaps employing labor, and a respected figure in village life”. The gospel of Luke which has mentioned the infancy of Jesus Christ to childhood seems to be very brief with two important events: (a) The presentation of Jesus in the Temple when he was eight days old; when it was time to circumcise him and he was given the name of Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived (Luke 2:21). Here, we see a man in Jerusalem called Simeon who was waiting for the consolation of Israel, to whom was revealed by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what custom of the Law required Simeon took him in his arms and praised God (Luke 2:25-26). (b) The second event is the boy Jesus at Temple, when he was twelve years old. After the Feast, Jesus was left in the temple courts sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Luke 2:47 says, “Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers” (NIV).


	By comparing the two events mentioned in the gospel according to Saint Luke, we observe that when Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth of Galilee, their town, it is written that, “And the child grew and became strong: he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him (Luke 2:40). The same Luke 2:51 says, “Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. The words wisdom and grace of God or favor with God and men seem to be common denominator of the two verses and the only known words about the childhood of Jesus Christ in the Bible. “Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and grew up in a carpenter’s shop. He was drawn, it seems, into a powerful ascetical religious movement led by a certain John, called the Baptist, but soon launched out on his own, teaching about God and his demands with great power and attraction. He performed acts of healing and other remarkable deeds that were soon recounted as miracles stories. He gathered a group of followers around him, who were themselves sent out to preach and win others to the Jesus movement” (Hebblethwaite 1996, 84). On his childhood: Jesus grew and waxed strong in Spirit, filled with wisdom and the grace of God upon him. On his youth besides the account of his questioning the Rabbis in the Temple, the year before he attained Jewish majority- in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man; Considering what loving care watched over Jewish child-life, tenderly marking by not fewer than eight designations the various stages of its development, and the deep interest naturally attaching to the early life of the Messiah that silence, in contrast to the almost blasphemous absurdities of the Apocryphal Gospels, teaches us once more, and most impressively that the Gospels furnish a history of the Savior, not a biography of Jesus of Nazareth (Edersheim 1886, 221).


	2.1.3 The beginning of Public Ministry


	The Old Testament promises had joined the coming of God’s righteous rule with the coming of the Messiah. The prophets recognized God’s sovereignty over all things as the creator of heaven and earth and the Lord of history (see Isaiah 61:1-3).


	Consider the Gospel of Luke 4:16-21: Jesus applied these verses to himself in the synagogue at Nazareth. The statement may refer to Isaiah in a limited sense, but the Messianic servant is the main figure intended. Jesus preached an astonishing sermon on this text from Isaiah when he came to the synagogue of Nazareth because the time was fulfilled and the Lord had come, trumpet of Jubilee could be sounded. This was the outcome speech of Jesus Christ on his work on earth which was not heard by his people. Clowney (1964, 16) relates, “The Kingdom had come because the king had come. Christ could cast out demons in the power of the kingdom because he had first overcome the strong man, Satan”. Collins (1995, 102-194) adds, “The Messiah is understood to be a pre-existent, God-like figure, the messianic options available at the time of Jesus included not only prophet, priest, and king, but also a heavenly Messiah”.


	In Jesus’ case the proclamation of John the Baptist that after him would come one mightier than him who would baptize with the Holy Spirit is seen as the fulfillment of Malachi 3:1. According to these prophesies it is the Lord himself who is coming. The person who is coming is self-conscious fulfillment of John’s predictions of who he took himself to be. Jesus himself identifies John as the messenger, and goes on to speak of himself as the Son of Man who has come after John. Such a divine-human figure would sensibly fulfill the divine and human facets of John’s prediction (Craig 2008, 310). When we follow the Gospel of Matthew about the Public Ministry of Jesus Christ, we find that Matthew passed over Jesus’ childhood directly to relate the preparation of the way of the Israel’s King. “The material of this section of the Gospel is particularly important since the baptism of Jesus serves as the occasion of his special anointing by the Holy Spirit for the ministry that follows, but it is also Christologically significant in that his divine Sonship is confirmed and the non-triumphalist nature of the present phase of that Sonship is indicated (3:17c and 4:1-11). Thus, Matthew provides information that is vitally important to an understanding of the narrative that follows: what Jesus does in his ministry he does by the power of the Spirit; yet Jesus will not act in the manner of a triumphalist messiah, in accordance with popular expectation, but in his own unique way in obedience to the will of his Father (Hagner 1993, 43).


	Constable (2008, 39) adds, “Matthew presented four witnesses to Jesus’ messiahship in this section: John the Baptist (3:1-15), the Holy Spirit (3:16), the Father (3:17) and Satan (4:1-11). A fifth witness follows in 4:12-5, namely, Jesus’ ministry”. On the biblical concept of Lordship of Jesus Christ, we can learn that “Lord” is the name God gives to himself as head of the Mosaic Covenant and the name given to Jesus Christ as head of the New Covenant. Frame (1987, 12) says: “God seeks to identify himself to men as Lord and to teach and demonstrate to them the meaning of that concept. God is Lord-that is the message of the Old Testament; Jesus Christ is Lord-that is the message of the New”. This confirmation of the Lordship as the Sonship is indicated in the Gospel of Matthew that Jesus does his Ministry by the power of the Spirit as he is the Lord Son of God. The purpose of God in sending Jesus Christ on earth is to free man from sin; to make a new convent between God and man. 


	2.1.3.1 John the Baptist’s work as Jesus’ forerunner


	The gospel of Mark 1:1-8 opens with the story of John the Baptist. Mark makes it clear that Jesus is the Messiah (Christ) and the Son of God. The gospel begins not with Jesus’ birth or actions, but with calls to repentance from John the Baptist, showing the role John played in early Christianity and what his significance might mean. It is tempting to identify John the Baptist as the messenger mentioned in Malachi 3:1 where in 4:5 the messenger was supposed to be Elijah. When we consider the prophecy on the birth of John, we find that John would be especially dedicated to God’s service, like Samuel and he would be empowered by the Holy Spirit for his task. His coming would bring joy to the people; for he would fulfill the role of Elijah who was to come back and prepare the way for the coming of God; thus John is not Elijah.


	The work of John the Baptist not only prepared the way for Jesus but also announced Him as an important person and implied His royalty. Kingsbury (1988, 39) says: “As Jesus’ forerunner, John foreshadows in his person and work of Jesus. Both belong to the time of fulfillment. Both have the same message to proclaim. Both enter into conflict with Israel: in the case of the crowds, a favorable reception ultimately gives way to repudiation, in the case of the leaders; the opposition is implacable from the outset. Both John and Jesus are delivered up to their enemies. And both are made to die violently and shamefully”.


	The event John proclaimed was the imminent arrival of God’s Kingdom. In his word, John called the people to repent; John’s command to the people of Israel was for them to turn from their sins to God in anticipation of their Messiah. John also announced that the Kingdom of heaven was at hand. Constable (2008, 40) confirms that, “The Jews needed to change their thinking because most of them believed that they would enter the Messiah’s Kingdom simply because they were the children of Abraham. John was attacking established religious concepts of his day and those who taught them. He demanded evidence of genuine repentance instead of mere complacency, hypocrisy and superficiality”. The savior of the Pharisees and Sadducees should have demonstrated the genuineness of their professed repentance. John baptized in water in connection with repentance. The fruits of repentance were absent in the case of these leaders. There was no external evidence that they desired to draw near to God in anticipation of Messiah’s appearance. We can summarize the essential message of Messiah’s forerunner as Toussaint (1980, 69) relates, “John preached both a personal salvation, involving the establishment of the millennial Kingdom with Israel delivered out of the hand of their enemies”.


	2.1.3.2 The Baptism of Jesus Christ


	Jesus’ baptism was the occasion at which his messiahship became obvious publicly. Constable (2008, 50) says, “Matthew recorded this event as he did to convince his readers further of Jesus’ messianic qualifications. Thus, John’s baptism had two purposes: to prepare Israel for her Messiah; and to prepare the Messiah for Israel”. The baptism of John was a consecration and preparatory initiation for the new covenant of the Kingdom. Applied to sinful men it was indeed necessarily a baptism of repentance, but not as applied to the sinless Jesus. It is for that reason John the Baptist would not want to baptize Jesus. By reading Matthew 3:13-14, we find that John hesitated to baptize Jesus because he believed that Jesus did not need to repent. John suggested that Jesus baptize him rather than that he baptize Jesus because he knew that Jesus was more righteous than he was. John agreed to baptize Jesus only after Jesus convinced him that by baptizing him both of them would fulfill all righteousness. Jesus understood that it was God’s will for John to baptize him. “It was appropriate for Jesus to undergo John’s baptism, and John consented to baptize him. In doing so, Jesus authenticated John’s ministry and identified Himself with the godly remnant within Israel” (Constable 2008, 51). Kingsbury (1988, 52) adds, “The descent of the Spirit upon Jesus denotes the divine act whereby God empowers him to accomplish the messianic ministry he is shortly to begin. It specifies in what way Jesus proves to be the mightier one John had said he would be. It also serves as the reference point for understanding the authority with which Jesus discharges his public ministry. Empowered by God’s Spirit, Jesus speaks as the mouthpiece of God and acts as the instrument of God”.


	“The baptism of John appears to have been a private affair with no one present but John and Jesus. The voice from heaven could be none other than God’s. The words God spoke identified Jesus as the Messiah promised in the Old Testament. The term “Son of God” was one that God used of David’s descendant who would follow him on Israel’s throne. It is observed that by reading Matthew on the baptism of Jesus he passed over all the incidents of Jesus’ childhood, including his appearance at the temple, because his interests were selective and apologetic rather than historical. By introducing Jesus as the Messianic King of Israel who fulfilled Old Testament prophecy and received divine confirmation from God with an audible word from heaven” (Constable 2008, 53-54). Edersheim (1886, 281-287) adds that, “The baptism of Christ was the last act of his private life; and emerging from its waters in prayers, he learned: when his business was to commence, and how it would be done”. The baptism of Jesus the descent of the Holy Ghost was accompanied by the voice from heaven. The Holy Spirit was presented under the symbol of a dove. The voice from heaven proclaimed: this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. The ratification of the great Davidic promise, the announcement of the fulfillment of its predictive import in Psalms 2 was God’s solemn declaration of Jesus as the Messiah, His public proclamation of it and the beginning of Jesus’ Messianic work. And the Baptist understood it, when he recorded that he was the Son of God”.


	2.1.3.3 The Temptation of Jesus Christ


	Wood &Al (1996, 566) state, “The temptation of Jesus Christ, which followed, was essentially an exploration of what it meant to be “Son of God” as he had been proclaimed at his baptism. The temptation of Jesus Christ demonstrated his moral fitness to reign. Jesus is led by the Spirit into the desert to engage the devil or Satan in conflict in the place of his abode”. Kingsbury (1988, 55) argues that, “The substance of each test has to do with Jesus devotion or obedience to God. The intent of Satan in each test is to entice Jesus to break faith with God, his Father, and thus disavow his divine sonship. In testing Jesus, Satan cunningly adopts God’s evaluative point of view according to which Jesus is his Son”.


	The significance of Jesus’ temptations especially because they occurred at the outset of his public ministry, seems best understood in terms of the kind of Messiah he was to be. He would not accomplish his mission by using his supernatural power for his own needs (first temptation), or by using his power to win a large following by miracles or magic (second temptation). Jesus had no inward desire or inclination to sin, for these in themselves are sin. Wood &Al (1996, 566) confirms that, “The temptation to turn stones into bread was to doubt his Father’s care and wisdom in providing this period of abstinence. The temptation to leap from the Temple wall was to force his Father’s hand to prove that he would protect his Son, rather than accept his care on trust. The third temptation was to compromise the son’s necessarily absolute loyalty to his Father”. The immediate result of Jesus’ reception of the Spirit was that he was sent into the desert to face on his own the attacks of the devil. The temptations were attempts to deceive Jesus into doing wrong. Jesus recognized and resisted them. Carson &Al (1994:987) give the statement of Jesus’ temptations from the gospel of Saint Luke as following: (1) the first temptation (3-4) urged Jesus to use his newly-confirmed status to perform an act of power to satisfy his hunger. The temptation was really directed against Jesus’ obedience to the Father and suggested to him that the satisfaction of his bodily needs was more important than spiritual experience which leads to a strong character. Jesus responded by quoting the Scriptural principle that a person’s real life does not depend upon the satisfaction of physical hunger. The point of the quotation is that the devil made an attractive suggestion to Jesus, but Jesus refused it because it went against Scripture. (2) Then (5-8) Jesus was taken to a high point from which the entire world could be seen. As its apparent ruler the devil offered to surrender dominion over it to Jesus if he would acknowledge his higher authority. The temptation was less subtle this time. However, the world does not belong to the devil; his promises are not to be trusted; and to bow to him is incompatible with serving God alone. (3) Finally (9-12), the devil, defeated by Scripture tried to quote it in his own interests. He suggested that Jesus would be justified in leaping down from the high colonnade of the temple into the Kidron valley below. The devil made out this act to be a demonstration of Jesus’ trust as a Son in his Father. It would in fact have been an act of unbelief; people don’t test somebody in whom they have complete trust, especially when that person is God. To have yielded to the suggestion would have been in effect to doubt that his Father was trustworthy. Thus, the devil was repulsed each time. The temptations were all directed against Jesus as the Son of God. They were not specifically directed against his work as Messiah, encouraging him to win over people by spectacular miracles, but against his inner relationship to God on which his status as Messiah rests. Where Israel in the desert distrusted and disobeyed God, its Messiah was trusting and obedient (Carson et al 1994, 987). 
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