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Preface


Composed around 1807 during his post of Konzertmeister to Prince Nikolaus Esterházy at Eisenstadt, the ‘Piano Sonata 3, Op. 20’ retains the principal characteristics of Hummel’s style as a composer and player. His music is among the finest of the last years of Classicism, but contains Romantic flourishes of virtuoso passagework inspired by his innate keyboard talent. He could be seen as a bridge between both periods, carrying Viennese style to its ultimate fruition, and inspiring many of the composers to come.


His music, teaching, and the multi-volume treatise on piano playing ‘Ausführlich theoretisch-praktische Anweisung zum Pianoforte Spiel', exerted a great influence on the generation that followed him. One can hear it in Mendelssohn (who was Hummel’s pupil), Schumann, Liszt and Chopin (especially in his two early piano concertos).


At the age of seven he became Mozart’s pupil for two years. As was often the arrangement of the time, Hummel lived with the Mozarts. Inevitably this would be a great influence in his music, along with his later teachers. After Mozart’s recommendation that Hummel make himself known to the musical world, he embarked with his father (a string player) on a tour through Europe that lasted four years. During this period his first compositions were born, like his first ‘Piano Sonata in C major Op. 2’(London, 1792).
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