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Introduction

	“Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Eph 5:25-27).

	 

	God told us in His word that Christians, as followers of Christ should walk in love, as response to his love for them, and warned that they refrain themselves from fornication, covetousness, and all forms of uncleanness (Eph 5:1-3). Jesus once told his disciples that he is the vine and his heavenly father is the vine dresser. To his spectators, he said, “Every tree is known by his own fruit” (Luke 6:44). 

	 

	Therefore, the true state of Christianity and believers in our world today can be properly assessed based on fruits. A fruit is either good or bad. The tools required to evaluate the standard of Christianity are fruits of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23).

	 

	Christian virtues according to Apostle Paul are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Paul mentioned love first because all other virtues are wrapped up or achievable through demonstrating Jesus kind of love. Other Christian virtues are described in the beatitudes of Jesus (Matt 5:1-12), Paul’s great chapter on love (1Cor 13), and Peter’s list of the characteristics of an effective and productive life (2Pet 1:5). 

	 

	Regrettably, there is a ‘Tekel’. This strange word came to limelight for our consumption, when Daniel was called upon to interpret the handwriting on the wall as seen by Belshazzar, the king of Babylonians, whom God judged for proudly defiling Him by praising the gods that neither see nor hear nor know anything at all, and refused to honor Him the God who gave him the breath of life and controlled his destiny.  “TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances and art found wanting” (Dan 5:27). 

	 

	So, in Christianity today, there is a ‘Tekel’, meaning, when weighed and balanced with the Christians practice of biblical times, there is shortcoming. Christians, who ought to know that church resides in their respective hearts, go about living their lives without having heart for love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Instead, many follow after the desires of their sinful nature, which culminated into sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, throwing wild parties, and the like. God told us clearly that anyone living that kind of life will not inherit His Kingdom. Interestingly too, Jesus is looking forward to a glorious church – a church that is holy and without blemish, having believers that are heaven bound. 

	 

	The church building is not the only thing that connotes church. Individual believers are also church because Christ the hope of glory lives in them, having given their lives to Christ and accepted him as their Lord and Saviour. Now, maybe you will want to ask me, what is your worry? Christ said he is looking forward to a glorious church, but here we are having individuals comprising the end time church falling short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23). Jesus said we should go into the world and preach the gospel, but how can we do that when sin crept under us and unbelievers who we are commissioned to reach watch us closely?

	 


WHAT IS SIN?

	According to Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Sin is defined as lawlessness (1 John 3:4) or transgression of God's will, either by omitting to do what God's law requires or by doing what it forbids. The transgression can occur in thought (1 John 3:15), word (Matt 5:22), or deed (Rom 1:32). Sin is more than unwise, inexpedient, calamitous behavior that produces sorrow and distress. Sin is rebellion against God's law-the standard of righteousness (Ps 119:160). 

	 

	Violation of the law of God in thought, word, and deed shows the sinfulness of the human heart. Sin is actually a contradiction to the holiness of God, whose image mankind bears. Sin involves the denial of the living God from whom human beings draw their life and existence (Acts 17:28); the consequence of this revolt is death and the torment of hell. Death is the ultimate penalty imposed by God for sin (Rom 6:23).

	 


THE MEMOIRS OF A CHRISTIAN

	A Holy Spirit arrested cum ‘intending person’ got born again; becomes a new creature as he experiences a new life in Christ, powered by the Holy Spirit. Sanctification commences as he sign in for life - discipleship programme in order to become spiritually matured. 

	 

	To become spiritually matured, he engages himself in habits necessary for spiritual growth. These habits includes spending time with God’s word, fellowshipping with other Believers, praying and doing ‘tangible’ and ‘intangible’ giving: payment of tithes and offering, and a life devoted to serving others using his niche. 

	 

	Then he aspires to be a total Christian, I mean fulfilling the condition of being born of water and of the spirit. He prays the Holy Spirit to guide him from sinning, to tell him what to do and not to do. To be candid, Holy Spirit- the Comforter offers to guide him everyday to make him abstain from every appearance of evil. Then it becomes sin when he knows what to do and refuses to do it (James 4:17).

	 


THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD ‘CHRISTIANS’

	Bible told us that the disciples were called Christians first at Antioch (Acts 11:25-26). It was gathered that Barnabas brought Saul to Antioch, and they both met with the church and taught great number of people for a whole year. It was the summation of the proficiency of Barnabas and Saul and the Christ –like attitude of members of that assembly that made the sinners outside the church to nickname them ‘Christians’. 

	 

	Yes, the word Christians was used to describe them because the onlookers saw that they were replica of Christ. Take note, the worshippers in Antioch were disciples not believers. This implies that they were matured believers. They have grown continual in the grace and knowledge of the savior Jesus Christ." (2 Peter 3:18). They’ve developed discipline habits, which made them to be increasingly used by God. 

	 

	These Christians in Antioch had the mark of disciples - cross bearing. I tell you, these ones set themselves apart, denied themselves, and took up their cross daily, and followed Jesus (Luke 9:23). I mean these people gave Christ first place in their lives. They had good relationships with the almighty God. They had both vertical relationships: spending time with God’s Word and prayer, and horizontal relationship: fellowship, and tithing and giving, with Him. In short, the people in Antioch were a community of believers. The language of a community is sharing.

	 


 

	Major players in Antioch’s church

	To enable us have the right concept of the Church of Christ, Christianity and Christians, and strategize them, it is imperative to delve into the characters of Barnabas and his subjects in Antioch - the believers. What unusual attributes did the unbelieving observers saw in them that made them ascribed to them the word ‘Christians’? 

	 

	BARNABAS

	His real name was Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, but the apostles called him Barnabas (which means son of encouragement). He was an apostle in the early church (Acts 4:36-37; 11:19-26) and Paul's companion on his first missionary journey (Acts 13-15). When he became a Christian, he sold his land and gave the money to the Jerusalem apostles (Acts 4:36-37). Early in the history of the church, Barnabas was sent to Antioch to check on the growth of the early group of Christians who had just given their lives to Christ.

	 

	The Bible says when Barnabas arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God; he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. Barnabas was described as a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith. He brought Saul (as Paul was still called) back to minister with him to the Christians in Antioch (Acts 11:25), but at this point Barnabas apparently was the leader of the church at Antioch, because his name was repeatedly mentioned before Paul's in the Book of Acts. Because of his good reputation (Pr 22:1), Barnabas was able to calm the fear of Saul concerning doubt about his conversion among the Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 9:27). He and Saul also brought money from Antioch to the Jerusalem church when it was suffering a great famine (Acts 11:27-30). 

	 


 

	THE BELIEVERS IN ANTIOCH

	The Believers in Antioch were replica of those whom Peter presided over after the Pentecostal experience recorded in Acts chapter two. These Believers were committed worshippers. Their actions were described as follows: “They continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And all that believed were together, and had all things common; sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need; and they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favour with all the people” (Acts 2:42-47). 

	 

	The obedience of these believers provoked God, as it was reported that fear came upon every soul with many wonders and signs done by the apostles, and daily addition of souls that were saved. 

	 

	The activity of the early believers was also described in Acts 4:32-37, as follows: “And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet”

	 

	What really is church?

	The Greek word for church is ekklesia. According to Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Church is defined as a local assembly of believers as well as the redeemed of all the ages who follow Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Christ Himself declared the church to be yet future before the Pentecost experience, and it was founded upon the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ. 

	 


THE NATURE OF THE EARLY CHURCH

	I see church as a family in which some group of believers, who are church on their own, come together to attribute worth to their maker demonstrating love within and outside the fellowship. In fact it is the high rate of emission of love by the church to the sinners out there that makes a church a true church. 

	 

	Church also refers to all believers of all ages, and it will not be complete until after the judgment; and the assembly of all the redeemed in one place will become a reality only after the return of Christ. Because the church will not become a tangible reality until after Christ's return, the greatest emphasis in the New Testament is placed upon the idea of the local church. The local church is the visible operation of the church general in a given time and place.

	 


THE CHURCH COMMISSION 

	Speaking to His followers after His resurrection, Jesus commissioned the church to make disciples and teach them what He had taught (Matt 28:16). The entire Book of Acts is the story of the early church's struggle to be loyal to this commission. As one reads this book, he is impressed by the reality that Christ, through the presence of the Holy Spirit, continues to direct His church as it carries out its commission.
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