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One Hundred Years of Solitude begins as a flashback, with
Colonel Aureliano Buendía recollecting the years immediately
following the founding of Macondo, when a band of gypsies
frequently bring technological marvels to the dreamy, isolated
village. José Arcadio Buendía, the insatiably curious founder of
the town, is obsessed with these magical implements. Using supplies
given to him by Melquíades, the leader of the gypsies, he immerses
himself in scientific study, to the frustration of his more
practical wife, Úrsula Iguarán. Eventually, with Melquíades’s
prodding, José Arcadio Buendía begins to explore alchemy, the
pseudo-science of making gold out of other metals. He is driven by
a desire for progress and by an intense search for knowledge that
forces him into solitude. Increasingly, he withdraws from human
contact, becoming unkempt, antisocial, and interested only in his
pursuit of knowledge. But José Arcadio Buendía is not always a
solitary scientist. On the contrary, he is the leader who oversaw
the building of the village of Macondo, an idyllic place dedicated
to hard work and order, filled with young people, and as yet,
unvisited by death.

  In his quest for knowledge and progress, José
Arcadio Buendía’s obsession shifts to a desire to establish contact
with civilization. He leads an expedition to the north, since he
knows there is only...
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One Hundred Years of Solitude was first
published in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1967. In 1970, it was
translated into English and sold in the United States, where it
became an international bestseller. It has sold over 20 million
copies since its publication and is widely regarded as its Nobel
Prize-winning author’s literary masterpiece. In a little over four
hundred pages, it tells the one-hundred-year story of the Buendía
family and a city called Macondo, with the two inextricably 
linked together  

        
The story begins with José Arcadio Buendía and
his wife Úrsula Iguarán gathering their friends and their families
prior to moving out into the wilderness, intent on settling a new
home far away from a dark past. José Arcadio Buendía and his
followers travel for more than two years before stopping. Then,
while camping beside a clear stream, Buendía has a dream about a
city made of mirrors its citizens call Macondo. Believing it is his
destiny to build this city, José Arcadio Buendía convinces his
followers to found their settlement there on the stream, naming the
small village Macondo. 

        

Macondo is isolated from the rest of the
world for a time, until a band of gypsies led by a mysterious
alchemist named Melquíades happens upon it one day, and then begin
visiting it annually.  Buendía becomes obsessed with the miraculous
inventions the gypsies show him – first a pair of magnets, then a
magnifying glass, some astronomical equipment, and finally an
alchemy lab – to the point where he neglects Ùrsula his wife
and the children he’s had with her: Aureliano Buendía, José Arcadio
Buendía II, and Amaranta. When José Arcadio Buendía II runs away
with the gypsies one night, after impregnating a local
fortuneteller named Pilar Ternara, Úrsula chases after him. While
she does not find her son, she does manage to find other towns in
the vicinity. Through this discovery, settlers also come to know of
Macondo, which experiences a population boom as droves of people
come to live there on account of its good location and its fertile
soil.

        
José Arcadio Buendía’s eldest son, Aureliano
Buendía, also impregnates Pilar Ternara while trying to forget his
obsession over a girl named Remedios. After this intimate visit
with Pilar Ternara, Aureliano marries Remedios. Unfortunately, she
dies of blood poisoning shortly afterward while pregnant with
twins. Aureliano then becomes involved in a civil war against the
country’s Conservative regime, where he comes to be known as
Colonel Aureliano Buendía. Another girl named Rebeca is adopted by
the Buendía family early on in the story, and in their adolescence
Amaranta and Rebeca become rivals for the love of an Italian
foreigner named Pietro Crispi. 

        
Rebeca eventually wins Pietro’s love for
herself, embittering Amaranta, but then she leaves Pietro for José
Arcadio Buendía II after he returns from his travels around the
world. Following this reversal in fortunes, Pietro Crispi falls in
love with Amaranta, realizing he should have been with her all
along but Amaranta rejects him so decisively after leading him on
for so many years, he commits suicide. Amaranta herself dies many
years later, a virgin, having never known love. José Arcadio
Buendía II is murdered one night in his bedroom by an unknown
assassin, and Rebeca is so broken by the loss of her husband she
spends the rest of her life locked away inside of her house.

        
The third generation of the Buendía family
includes Colonel Aureliano Buendía’s children – Aureliano José by
Pilar Ternera and seventeen children by seventeen different women,
all named Aureliano, who he fathers during his military campaigns
across the country – and José Arcadio Buendía II’s son by Pilar
Ternera, named Arcadio. All of Colonel Aureliano Buendía’s children
are killed before they can produce offspring: Aureliano José is
shot in the back by a Conservative army captain during his father’s
wars, and the seventeen Aureliano's are assassinated one by one
much later, after a banana company takes over Macondo and is made
to feel threatened by them. José Arcadio Buendía II’s son, Arcadio,
marries a woman named Santa Sofia de la Piedad, and rules Macondo
on behalf of his uncle Aureliano for a time. When Macondo is taken
by Conservative forces, Arcadio is killed by a firing squad.
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