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Overview

	The Great Gatsby is a 1925 American book by F. Scott Fitzgerald. The Great Gatsby is based on Fitzgerald's personal experiences during the Jazz Age of the 1920s, and it depicts the era's wealth and hedonism via a cast of people who live in the fictional Long Island communities of West Egg and East Egg. Many current historians place The Great Gatsby in the canon of Great American Novels, despite a hostile reception from reviewers and the public upon its debut. The Great Gatsby was named the second finest English language novel of the twentieth century by the Modern Library in 1998. 

	  

	 

	 

	


Chapter 1 

	Nick Carraway, the narrator, describes his childhood in a wealthy Midwest household. He reveals that, while they claim to be royal relatives, their roots can only be traced back to a mid-nineteenth-century hardware shop owner. Nick graduated from Yale in 1915 and served in World War I, thanks to his family's fortune. Nick, restless after the war, refuses to return home and instead relocates to New York to pursue a career as a bond salesman. He chooses to reside in the adjacent small hamlet of West Egg on Long Island rather than New York City. 

	  

	Nick resides near the end of West Egg, closest to East Egg, which is located across the Long Island Sound. He can see the adjoining enormous mansion, which turns out to be Gatsby's, from his house. The residence is a flamboyant and "colossal" ivy-covered mansion with a marble pool. 

	  

	Nick has friends in East Egg, including his second cousin Daisy, who lives there with her husband Tom Buchanan, whom Nick met at Yale. Tom is from a rich family and was an outstanding college football player. Their house, like Gatsby's, is characterized as a "Georgian Colonial palace overlooking the bay."

	  

	Tom is frequently disliked due to his money, size, and inclination to appear pompous. Nick spends time with the Buchanan’s and their acquaintance, Miss Jordan Baker, who appears familiar to Nick, during a visit to their house. 

	  

	Tom introduces "The Rise of the Coloured Empires," a racist book about defending the White race, during a frivolous and privileged discourse among the group; Tom argues the book's assertions are scientific truth. He argues that civilization was founded by the Nordic races, of which he and Nick claim to be part. No one engages Tom in this conversation, which irritates Nick. 

	  

	Tom exits the table after a few whispered remarks from his butler. Daisy closes in on him rapidly. Jordan interrupts Nick's attempt to keep the conversation light. She clarifies that the reason for the pause in supper is that Tom is having an affair with a woman from New York City. Jordan speculates that the mistress may have called during supper. After Miss Baker's explanation, Tom and Daisy return. Daisy uses a nightingale she pretends to have heard singing on the lawn to detract from the evident tension. 
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