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Introduction




  


  One of the biggest obstacles to drawing realistically – for both beginners and even seasoned artists who have not had training in classical methods – is the inability to “see” the special way that permits realistic drawing and painting.


  


  In fact, the key to this “artist sight” is found in treatises written and experiments conducted especially in Renaissance Florence. With this rediscovery of perspective drawing, these techniques became commonly known and utilized by artists over the centuries, from Leonardo da Vinci to Van Gogh, yet in our own age they have often been forgotten or overlooked. Finally, with the rising 19th century idea of the artist touched by his muse, drawing came to be thought of as a talent, or secondarily as a skill hard won through long years of study.


  


  Yes, history has given us geniuses like Picasso that take art to a new level. Yet even Picasso himself was taught to draw as a child, by his father. Anyone can learn this skill, just as anyone can learn to read. And one of the simplest tools for doing so is the drawing grid.


  


  This book will give you a thumbnail idea of the history and concepts useful for understanding how to use drawing grids, and then it breaks down, step by step, the various grid drawing methods and types of grids.


  


  Want more on how to draw? Then take a look at my continually growing website HowToDrawJourney.com, with its free weekly lessons, videos and other material to give your inner artist a treat: http://www.howtodrawjourney.com/index.html


  


  Want to know where to buy grids? You may also purchase different kinds of drawing grids on the Deborah Mends Art Store page on my website at http://www.howtodrawjourney.com/deborah-mends-art-store.html .


  


  Just remember that drawing is withing reach, and will give you vision without bounds!


  


  


  


  Deborah Mends


  SAS Atelier Mends – Deborah Mends Art


  11 rue Daguerre


  75014 Paris


  www.HowToDrawJourney.com


  


  


  The Independent Author’s Request


  


  Dear Reader,


  


  This e-book is for your personal enjoyment only. Please do not re-sell it or give it away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you suspect this book has been pirated, go to a retailer of your choice and purchase your own copy. That way, you will make it possible for independent authors to write more books, because they won’t have to worry so much about how to make ends meet.


  


  Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.
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  Chapter I - About Drawing Grids


  


  In this chapter:


  


  


  
    	
why using grids makes people uneasy




    	
famous artists who used these tools




    	
Leon Battista Alberti and the idea of pictures being thought of as windows




    	
Alberti's idea of using windows to draw




    	
what's a picture plane?




    	
Albrecht Dürer and his "draughtsman's net"



  


  


  


  


  


  


  A plate from Jean Dubreuil's 17th century manual, "Practical Perspective Necessary to All Painters"; here, an "artist's glass" is in use 


  Grids make people uneasy. The student, the seasoned artist too, most often looks over her shoulder before starting to stealthily draw the lines on their canvas for a grid. Why? Because it makes it so much faster and easier to draw an image properly that it feels like, well, cheating.
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