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Section 0: Foreword




Chapter A: Foreword 2018: 


	This work is a grand experiment and wondrous exploration. However, I had covered some of this ground before. I started to write sociological/political fiction beginning with the short story Waverly. This was expanded into the unusual non-serial sociological sci-fiction book Shrouded Witness. Until completed, I had no idea where that work was going to go or how it was going to end. But it gave me a chance to explore some themes not appropriate for other book formats.


	I wrote this as a side project between other books commencing in January 2018. The beginning took five rewrites to get things correct. I hope this work and series will be of interest to others and an interesting read.


	March 2018


	***


	Some works are a deep dive into a sea of uncertainty. They are expected to be messy because the author does not know the outcome until the very end. This is one such example. It is meant to be a wild and grand experiment and an intense exploration. You can be the judge if this labor of love succeeds in doing that.


	Past readers of my work may notice that I have covered some of this ground before. The short story Waverly was my start in writing sociological/political fiction (See Chapter 44). At the time, I had a work that didn't fit into anything that I had done or was doing. It got incorporated and expanded into an unusual sociological sci-fiction book Shrouded Witness. That book is not likely to be read from start to finish. That time was an uncertain journey, along the way I have no idea where this work was going to go or how it was going to end. But it gave me a chance to explore some themes not appropriate for other book formats.          


	 Robot Tyrant of Letrius was written as a side project between other books commencing in January 2018. The opening took eight rewrites to get things correct. I hope this work will be of interest to others and an interesting read.


	December 27th, 2018


	 


	




Chapter B: Foreword 2020: 


	I had a lot of trouble with this book which was written on and off in 2018-2019. I envisioned writing three volumes in the series at least. This work was started as well as a second book. The third output in part became It's Not About the Turtles. The title kept changing -- The Robot Kingdom, The Robot King, Robot Tyrant of Letrius, and finally Tyrant Robot of Letrius. Words came out but did not seem sufficient. So, I put it on the shelf and started again. This time with a blank page. And at last, it is done! 


	January 16th, 2020


	




Chapter C: Foreword 2022: 


	I started writing books in pairs. This was written along with Cassia Plymouth: Fashion Healing (Book #3 in the series). The expected Letrius series is a collection that has a broad enough framework that can cover anything.


	July 9th, 2022


	




Section 1: Passing


	




Chapter 1: Conversations Around the Unseen Hearth.


	[This chapter was influenced by William Shakespeare's The Tragedy of Macbeth and the opening with the witches.]


	It is time for our troublesome and most unreliable tale to begin. We arrive seeing nothing but fog everpresent in this tenuous spot that is part of an unknown cosmos, From out of seemingly nowhere, multiple voices begin to speak. They drop in, waver, and then eventually vanish. And all the time transitioning between beings of various ages in one's lifetime. They are genderless, making them even more mysterious. At no time can we perceive the speakers behind these spoken words. Not as if that would change anything.


	The smoke begins to change colors. Is there a hearth and a raging fire before us? We are not able to discern conclusively. At last, one of the shadowy band commences the conversations:


	"So. dear cousins. What shall be our topic of discourse for this long, cold eve? One hears often that there are deadly happenings and goings-on in the Tryler Galaxy. Shall we uncover their murderous activities?"


	"Nay my lovely. Our words and thoughts should be about Letrius."


	"Letrius? That insignificant mite of a planet deposited carelessly on the edge of nowhere? That anonymous hellhole?"


	"Almost no one goes there. Why is it worthy of our interest at this moment?"


	"Because of the glorious fall of its evil ruler. A robot suffering from megalomania was reigning over humankind. But 'it' became too greedy and transformed into a disliked despot."      "An artificial being? Owning such power would push one of them to sure madness. No manufactured creature can serve as a monarch for very long. It is not wired into their programming." 


	"Humans serve as poor captives and will always strive for their freedom. It is the ideal that they revere. As well as a lifelong search for love."


	"Ideals. Emotions. Mental brain screams. No wonder they live their too-short lives tortured as longing for something unobtainable. Never satisfied with what they have."


	"But the tyrant robot is no more. Liberation has arrived on Letrius."


	"Peace and Bliss for the short-lived humankind. And along with our best wishes."


	"Death has come to their unscrupulous king."


	"Death to the soon-to-be-forgotten king."


	"Death to the former tyrant of Letrius."


	"Death was to be their fate."


	There was a long pause. And one voice pleaded, "May we begin now talking about the misdeeds of the Tryler Galaxy?"


	"We shall indeed. Do tell sibling."


	And so, they gossiped eagerly about this and other topics throughout their eternal night.


	




Chapter 2: Newsflash


	"Chip Langston reporting for Interplanetary News Network from the oft-forgotten "half planet" of Letrius. After centuries of nameless rulers, the last king from this world and possibly the entire universe was forcibly removed and died under unknown and completely mysterious circumstances. At long last, democracy has come to this tiny remote sphere. The King's monuments and artworks are being razed. His advisors are already executed or imprisoned. Soon, there will be nothing left to remind these formerly long-suffering inhabitants of how awful life was under the past rule. All traces of his existence are being rapidly removed and the creation of a new idyllic world is underway. Now is a time of much rejoicing on the planet. We conclude with a quote from an earthly resistance leader -- "When I despair, I remember that all through history the way of truth and love has always won. There have always been tyrants and murderers, and for a time, they can seem invincible. But in the end, they always fall. Think of it--always."
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