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Back in the 19th century, it was considered a must for educated members of the upper classes of the
Western world to have French as their second language. All cultured and moneyed young people were
expected to have a working knowledge of this classic European language as it was considered to be the
lingua franca of the Gilded Age.

The current century might be two centuries away from the glitz and glamour of the 19th century and
while French is no longer as widely spoken or rarefied as it used to be, it still enjoys a certain level of
prestige among those living in the 21st century. With the city of Paris being a reliable mainstay atop the
list of the most visited places in the world, being able to hold a decent conversation in French is a skill
that is valued among the world’s most seasoned travelers.

As with any language, being fluent and perhaps even being highly conversant in French requires a
certain amount of study and dedication. However, brushing up on the following phrases should still help
you be able to carry a few brief but fairly impressive conversations in the said language should you find
yourself in the so-called “City of Lights.”

One of the fundamental things any aspiring saying, "I am enchanted to meet you.”
French speaker needs to be familiar with is o _ _
how to make introductory conversations. €a va? - This is an informal way of asking,
Some key phrases that would be handy "How are you?” Thus, it's better suited for
in conversations where you are meeting family members or close friends.

someone for the first time are as follows: Comment allez-vous? — This is the formal

Bonjour - This literally means “Good day” counterpart of "How are you?” This is usually

in French, but it is more commonly used as reserved for superiors, acquaintances, or

“Hello.” It should be noted that “Bonsoir” Strangers.

("Good evening”) is more appropriate as a . . . “

greeting if you are meeting someone at night. Tres bien, merci - This means "Very well,
thank you” and is usually a response to the

Je m’appelle - This literally translates to question “Ca va?” or "Comment allez-vous?”

“I am called,” so if you wish to introduce . . “

yourself, you simply insert your name at the »?L{Jhablgez-vous? ~ This means "Where do

end of the phrase. live?

Comment vous appelez-vous? - In French, Pardon? - If you need the other person to
this translates to “How are you called?,” but FéP€at what they said or if you didn’t quite
it serves as a way of asking for the other’s Understand them, you can use this phrase.

person’s name.
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Au revoi:,-,! — As the French counterpart of
Enchante! - You usually say this phrase after goodbye,” this is generally used to end a

someone is introduced to you and is a way of conversation.






