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Foreword

	 


This book is drawn from the Pamphlet series of the CypressArk Outreach.

	 

	www.cypressark.org

	 


Chapter One

	The Jannes and Jambres Saga

	 


We get introduced to the names of these individuals in Paul’s second letter to his spiritual son, Timothy.

	Historians have long speculated their actual identities, but no one has been able to say for certain, who they really were.

	 

	Some believe that they were the two Egyptian magicians who contested Moses’ miracle before Pharaoh.

	After Moses’ rod had turned into a serpent, some diabolical wise men in Egypt, sought to prove that the miracle displayed by Moses, could be challenged; Or yet, bettered.

	 

	Their very act was a mimic of the divine wonder wrought by God through Moses’ rod.

	 

	Also, some other scholars believe that our two subjects were actually Israelites, who, using their influence within Jewish ranks, opposed Moses’ legitimacy as the divinely appointed leader of the Israelites.

	 

	 

	The actually identities of Jannes and Jambres might be subject to contention; 

	What is however not, is what they represented.

	 

	It is written:

	 

	“Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.” 

	(2 Timothy 3:8)

	 

	In the third chapter of Paul’s second letter to Timothy, Paul details a particular kind of behavioral trend that would be prevalent in these last days.

	 

	From covetousness, pride, boasting and blasphemy – all the way to blatant ungodliness; grievous misdemeanors will be evident in the times, just before the Christ’s return.

	 

	Perhaps, it is not surprising to witness this kind of behavior(s) in the world. What’s perplexing however, is that we have been told to expect these rogue-like characters, also in the church.

	And it was for these, did Paul warn Timothy, in his letter.

	 

	Simplified;

	 

	In these last days, the church would be polarized by traitors to the faith. 

	Infact, it already has!

	 

	There are, amongst us, men and women like Jannes and Jambres; who look the part, and talk the part – but are really not with us.

	 

	They infiltrated us for one mission, and one mission only; To lead people astray.

	 

	And because their very presence in the church is a hellish diversionary tactic; they, by their actions and inactions, oppose the truth – just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses.

	 

	What way could be more devious by the enemy, in an attempt to water down the truth, besides providing a cunning alternative!!

	And these, start with little bits.

	 

	Little tweaks in the holiness standard, condoning promiscuity amongst believers, encouraging theft and frauds - by not requesting accountability for the source of funds brought into the church coffers, hyping the desire for worldly gains in the body of Christ through flawed doctrinal messages centred on prosperity and mundane rewards...

	These doctrinal ‘smokescreens’, not only prevent new converts from knowing the true way to God-desired holiness, but also confuse the simple-minded folks, already in church; which could inevitably encourage apostasy.

	 

	 

	Just as Paul admonished Timothy to be on the alert, believers should keep their antennas sharp – and be on the lookout for these frauds!

	 

	We are not only confronted by ‘external aggressions’ (forces of hell which are resolute in drawing us back); Now, we also have to contend with ‘internal uprisings’ (wolves, who have mixed with our sheep).

	Worse still, wolves who have assumed leadership roles in the body of Christ.

	 

	Only one outcome awaits the Jannes and Jambres’ of our time; 

	And that is, shame and folly!

	 

	As it is written:

	 

	“But they shall proceed no further; for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as their’s also was.”

	(2 Timothy 3:9)

	 

	 

	But whilst we await Heaven’s judgment on these traitors, we have to be on the look-out.

	We must stay immune to their schemes and wiles.

	 


Chapter Two

	Unraveling the Bathsheba romance!

	 


The fact that a Supreme Power backed David's every move, was public knowledge to all.

	And God Himself didn't hide the fact, that David was one of His choicest creations.

	 

	This king had many credits showered on his life time; unfortunately, he also had some distasteful episodes too.

	 

	One of these debacles, was enshrined in the Bathsheba case.

	 

	To some of us, the young king - though seemed to be chastised by our Heavenly Father for his crimes, still got off easy.

	 

	Particularly, when you observe, that the recipients of God's disciplinary rod, were actually other people close to him - whilst he only got to feel the emotional torture; the king by all standards, got away with one!

	 

	Unfortunately, the other casualties in that episode, were not that lucky.

	 

	Prime of the pick, was Uriah.

	 

	 

	It all started with a woman bathing in public.

	Even Samuel, in his second book, admitted that Bathsheba, was indeed beautiful to behold.

	Probably pretty enough, to get any man drawn into lust.

	An emotion, that even the king couldn't immune himself to.

	 

	It is written:

	 

	"And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon."

	(2 Samuel 11:2)

	 

	No previous evidences were recorded in the bible to suggest that king David was profane or promiscuous. 

	His weakness at the attraction before him, only reaffirmed, that indeed, Bathsheba was beautiful to behold.

	 

	And all it took for David to want her, was 'a look'!

	 

	The events that followed afterward, starting from the brief affair, to the murderous cover up; only confirms the dangers inherent, in that "first look".

	 

	A 'first look', that claimed the lives of an infant, a decorated soldier [Uriah the Hittite, who was once listed in the 'select group' of David's mighty men (2 Samuel 23:8, 39)], and also spilled royal blood.

	 

	 

	Many of us indulge our fantasies, whilst we delude ourselves with the thought, that we are immune from the emotion attendant.

	 

	We forget, that our bodily cravings do not respect our spirit man's relationship with God.

	For this cause, the medication for sexual immorality, has always - and will ever be, "fleeing"!

	 

	The scriptures make it clear:

	 

	"Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body."

	(1 Corinthians 6:18)

	 

	Again, it says:

	 

	"Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart."

	(2 Timothy 2:22)

	 

	 

	But, could all these misfortunes have been averted?

	 

	Was there even - the slightest chance, to have events take another turn, through an intentional willful act, different from what had transpired?

	 

	 

	King David, was guilty of all charges levelled against him, without any controversy.

	But, was this unholy romance subtly masterminded by Uriah's wife, Bathsheba?

	 

	Let's review the facts as presented by the scriptures.

	 

	It was clear, that once Bathsheba got summoned by David to his chambers, the chances of her refusing the king's advance, was from slim - to zero.

	For the king's word, was law!

	 

	Even the scriptures testify:

	 

	"Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou?"

	(Ecclesiastes 8:4)

	 

	However, this romance happened at the period when all kings went off to war.

	 

	David's absence from the war front, would have been public knowledge to all Israel; 

	Hence, the argument that her public bathing wasn't meant to be provocative because all the men had gone off to war, doesn't suffice.

	 

	Furthermore, the proximity of Bathsheba's bathing point, to the palace's balcony view, calls to question the morality of Bathsheba's open show - and possibly her innate intention with the display.

	 

	 

	Perhaps, our assessment of Bathsheba's intention is somewhat unfair; we however, have salient lessons from this ugly romance.

	 

	Chief of the lessons is, that our actions - whether intentional or unintentional, have corresponding effects on those around us.

	This makes us responsible and somewhat culpable for other unexpected outcomes.

	The Scriptures, indeed, warn against this.

	 

	It is written:

	 

	"So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

	 

	Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way."

	(Romans 14:12-13)

	 

	 

	If Bathsheba had known before hand, that a simple bath in public, would cost her the life of her first child; she surely would have chosen different.

	 

	Also, if David had known that the adultery would push him into murder - with grave consequences attendant, he probably would have turned his attention away from Bathsheba, and focused on other fair maidens in Israel, who could have legitimately become his wives.

	 

	Our actions, have reactions.

	And by God, they certainly have consequences!

	 


Chapter Three

	Beware! Abishag could be your last straw!

	 


Adonijah, had it coming; He just didn’t know it!

	 

	After the failed coup attempt by Absalom, his elder brother; Adonijah sought to take the throne.

	 

	He however didn't scheme a hostile-takeover like his predecessor.

	Oh! No! He had his plan carefully thought out.

	 

	Adonijah, waited until his father, David, was old and frail; and then unleashed his strategy.

	A devious plot that got him allied with Joab, the commander of the host of Israel – and also Abiathar, the priest.

	 

	It is written: 

	 

	“Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.”

	(1 Kings 1:5)

	 

	 

	All seemed to go according to plan - up until Nathan, the prophet, threw a spanner in their works!

	 

	Through Nathan’s godly counsel, Bathsheba, was able to persuade king David to honour his vow to her. A vow, which promised Solomon as David’s successor.

	And soon, Solomon, was crowned king.

	 

	Fearing for his life - owing to the new turn of events, Adonijah approached Solomon for mercy.

	And mercy was granted, on one condition.

	Solomon’s terms were clear!

	 

	It is written:

	 

	“And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on the horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solomon swear unto me today that he will not slay his servant with the sword.

	 

	And Solomon said, If he shew himself a worthy man, there shall not a hair of him fall to the earth; but if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall die.”

	(1 Kings 1:52-53)

	 

	 

	Perhaps, Adonijah didn’t get the message!

	Or probably, he just didn't understand it!

	 

	For no sooner after his reprieve, did he lust after Abishag.

	A desire, that quickly brought about his untimely departure; including fierce judgments upon Abiathar and Joab, his accomplices.

	 

	1 Kings 2:13-46, details how Adonijah asked Bathsheba to influence Solomon, her son, to give Abishag to him. A request that backfired and incurred the wrath of Solomon.

	 

	But who was Abishag? And why was she the source of Solomon’s fury - resulting in the death of Adonijah?

	To understand who Abishag was, we need to review the records evident in 1 Kings Chapter 1.

	 

	It is written:

	 

	“Now king David was old and stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat.

	Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be sought for my lord the king a young virgin: and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get heat.

	So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king.

	 

	And the damsel was very fair, and cherished the king, and ministered to him: but the king knew her not.”

	(1 Kings 1:1-4)

	 

	 

	Abishag, wasn’t much of a contention because of her beauty. The issue at stake, was what she portrayed!

	- A symbol of ‘succor to a king’. 

	- An ‘epitome of care and love’ to their late father, king David.

	And Solomon, wasn’t about to let this sly attempt by Adonijah slide without repercussions.

	 

	His desire for Abishag, was the last straw!

	 

	 

	Like Adonijah, many of us constantly upset the Living God; and have done despicable things deserving His judgment.

	But for some inexplicable reasons, the God of all flesh, has chosen to ignore our misdemeanors.

	It is His nature to forgive, and His mercies are endless.

	 

	It is written:

	 

	“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”

	(2 Peter 3:9)

	 

	Again:

	 

	“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

	He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. 

	He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.”

	(Psalms 103:8-10)

	 

	God cannot change who He is.

	His mercy and love endures forever.

	 

	Men must however note; that though God is renowned for His patience and love, it is ill-advised to test the limits of His endurance.

	 

	And whilst we might bask in the solitude provided for us by his gracious mercies, we just might not know exactly, when our lucks will run out!

	And if there’s a ‘being’ in Heaven - or on Earth, who must not be messed with; It is, the Living God Himself.

	 

	It is written:

	 

	“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;” (Romans 1:18)

	 

	Again:

	“And I will execute great vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall lay my vengeance upon them.” (Ezekiel 25:17)

	 

	And Again:

	“And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28)

	 

	The lust for Abishag, was the last sin, that sealed Adonijah’s fate.

	That sin, you’re currently indulging in, could jolly well be your ‘Abishag’.

	Your last straw!

	 


Chapter Four

	Praise Him with understanding!

	 


Many preachers have often said, that when you need God to move in your life - and prayers seem to fail; 'Praises', should be the next option!

	 

	But what if you praise God, and the problem persists?

	 

	Perhaps, the more pertinent question is:

	‘Must our praises to God, always be necessitated by our desires to have Him move in our lives’?

	Wouldn’t that be an intentional attempt to manipulate the Lord of Glory?

	 

	 

	Most Christians fail to realize, that this “God”, whom we converse with, scrutinizes our hearts, and not our outward shows!

	 

	This was evidently relayed to Samuel, when He who sits ethroned amidst the Cherubim rejected Eliab, the first son of Jesse, whilst seeking a replacement for king Saul.

	 

	It is written:

	 

	“But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.”
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