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Biblical Women
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Working on Women of the Bible has been a rewarding experience, far more than I could have imagined. Their lives are rich with beauty in both subtle and significant ways. I can’t help but be affected. They move me profoundly. They touch me spiritually. Because of them I am in greater awe of God as I see the pious faith of most and the tragic failings of a few. My prayer is that, because of their example, both women and men will be encouraged and inspired.

My goal with Women of the Bible is to explore the lives of these remarkable biblical women. Through their stories we can better understand God and faith. While each entry focuses on one of them, some of their storylines overlap so we see them pop up again in other accounts, just like a good friend returning for a visit. 

Here’s some background information about Women of the Bible:

Even though these ladies lived long ago, I write about each in the present tense. This helps their stories come alive for us and reminds us that Scripture, though an ancient document, is relevant for us today.

I wish each woman had a different name, but not all do. For example, there are two Jezebels, two Sarahs, and two Susannas. There are three Deborahs and three Tamars. There are at least six Marys, possibly eight. Several less common names also repeat. In each case I added a number after their name to distinguish them (just like on IMDB for actors with the same name).

The ladies make their appearance in approximate chronological order, starting with Eve in Genesis and ending with Jezebel (2) in Revelation.

I used the Bible for my research. I didn’t consult other historical documents or modern works, to avoid confusing the biblical story with other sources.

I tried to note each time I made reasonable assumptions about these women and their situations.

At the end of each section, I list related Bible passages. If you’re not used to reading the Bible, see “For Those New to the Bible” in the back of this book for a quick overview.

Various translations of the Bible spell some names differently. Women of the Bible follows the spelling found in the New International Version (NIV). When needed, I consulted the New Jerusalem Bible. (See “The Full Picture” in the back to learn more.)

Some women shared their names with men. Noah is one example. Yes, there is a woman named Noah in the Bible. She is one of Zelophehad’s five daughters. In other instances, some women’s names are also the names of cities, such as Maakah. In addition to there being six women named Maakah, there are two or three cities bearing that name, in addition to a couple of guys.

The section, “For Further Study” lists even more biblical women not detailed in this book. 

This book was a joy to research and write. I learned so much. Part of me is sad it’s over. Another part of me is excited to finally share these words with you. I pray these women’s lives will touch you as much as they touched me.
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Let’s Get Started
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Some people—mostly those who know little about the Bible or have never actually read it—criticize its portrayal of women. They wrongly conclude that God dislikes females. This makes no sense because women are part of his amazing creation, made in his image. When he completes his work, he looks it over and is pleased with the results—all of it, including the woman he made.

While Scripture points us to God, the narrative takes place during a time when women are largely demeaned by the men who control society. This isn’t God’s plan. This is man’s perversion of it—along with the help of contemptible Satan.

When we read the Bible with the understanding of the culture in which it takes place, we repeatedly see God’s efforts to elevate women above the role mankind’s sin forces them into. From the beginning of creation God intended men and women to complement each other and function as equals. A careful reading of Eve’s story confirms this, a march through the Old Testament supports this, and the New Testament advances this. 

We see this best by what happens after Jesus dies. His body goes missing. Angels task some women, specifically Mary Magdalene, to go tell the disciples Jesus is alive. This is significant, as a woman’s testimony isn’t legally accepted in that time and place. God has a different perspective. As if to underscore his affirmation of women, he has them deliver the breaking news of the most significant event in human history. This makes women the first apostles after Jesus’s death—and the first missionaries.

As today’s followers of God, we will do well to embrace what he desires: for women and men to complement each other and interact as equals. In considering these women in the Bible, we—both women and men—can learn much from them. 

Through their example, we can:

Celebrate the Victorious: Some women in the Bible accomplish remarkable things and enjoy mighty victories. Consider Judge Deborah. She steps up to lead an army when a man refuses to. We commend her, and others like her, for her bravery and her faith. May we celebrate what these amazing women accomplished and be bold like them.

Affirm the Virtuous: Many of the women in the Bible are noteworthy for their goodness. I suspect there are more virtuous women in Scripture than virtuous men. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is an example of their righteousness. With a shortage of integrity in today’s world, we can affirm the remarkable women in the Bible and strive to follow their virtuous examples. May we be more like them.

Mourn with the Victims: Sadly, some women in the Bible are victims. They suffer because of what others (usually men) do to them. Think about Jephthah’s daughter, whose future is tragically altered after her dad makes a foolish vow to God. While many of the victims in the Bible maintain their virtue amid their circumstances and may even have a silent victory of sorts, we mostly mourn what happened to them. Their stories encourage us to fight injustice and restore the marginalized to their rightful place in society.

Avoid the Errors of the Vicious: Depraved behavior is not the sole domain of men. A few women in the Bible are likewise wicked. A notable example is Queen Jezebel, who personifies evil in all she does. Lacking any redeeming characteristics, Jezebel and other vicious women like her exemplify sin unchecked, providing examples of what we should avoid. We must do what we can to oppose such people and promote honest, honorable actions.

Some women transcend these four tidy categories, being virtuous while a victim or enjoying victory because of virtue. Other women don’t quite fit in any of these four areas. Eve, the first woman, is one such example, and we’ll start our exploration of biblical women with her.
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Women in the Old Testament
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Eve
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Eve is a well-known biblical figure. Surprisingly, she’s only mentioned by name four times in the Bible, twice in Genesis and twice in the New Testament. Sometimes called the mother of humanity, she is best known for picking the fruit God specifically prohibited—and giving some to her husband.

Eve often receives the heaviest criticism for disobeying God. Adam, however, is likewise culpable. He could have—and should have—put a stop to eating the forbidden fruit. More contemptible is the serpent, who lies to seduce Eve into disobeying God. Because of their actions, all three—Adam, Eve, and the serpent—suffer consequences, which they pass on to future generations, including ours.

Looking specifically at Eve, she receives three punishments for her disobedience: pain in childbirth, a desire to control her husband, and him ruling over her. So before Adam and Eve messed up, we can assume things must have been the opposite for women: childbirth would have been easy, women did not seek to control their husbands, and men did not rule over their wives.

The judgment Eve receives transfers forward to future generations, with women trying to control men and men wanting to rule women. However, in the beginning there is neither controlling nor ruling. There is equality, with God intending men and women to live as equals.

––––––––
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Do we try to control those around us? Do we let others rule over us? How might God want us to change?

[Discover more about Eve in Genesis 2–4, 2 Corinthians 11:3, and 1 Timothy 2:13.]
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Adah (1) and Zillah 
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Lemech is the first polygamist in the Bible. His two wives are Adah and Zillah. Adah has two sons: Jabal and Jubal. Zillah also has a son, Tubal-Cain, as well as a daughter, Naamah (1). 

Though Adah and Zillah must share their husband’s affections, there’s no mention of strife between them. This is not the case for most of the other polygamist marriages that follow it in Scripture. Having multiple wives is certainly different than God’s idea of two people joining to become one. 

From what we know, however, Adah and Zillah get along. This is a tribute to them and their character. They must make an intentional effort to live together in harmony. For them, having the same husband is the highest level of sharing.

It’s not fair that they need to divvy up the attention of one man, and doing so is not God’s intent. However, they do what they need to do to make their situation work and avoid contention. 

––––––––
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When we find ourselves in an unfair circumstance outside of our control, do we work to make the best of it or show our displeasure by causing problems for everyone around us?

[Discover more about Adah and Zillah in Genesis 4:19–23, along with Genesis 2:24.] 



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]


The Wife of Noah
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What would you do if your best friend or your spouse came to you and said, “God spoke to me. He told me to do something that doesn’t make sense and will take a long time”? Would you stand by that person? Would you support him or her?

This is the position Noah’s wife finds herself in. God tells Noah to build a huge boat, big enough for animals to live on, along with enough food to sustain them. He says there will be a flood, and everyone and everything not on the boat will die. 

However, there’s no water nearby. Everyone laughs. They mock Noah for being foolish. Surely, he’s crazy. From everyone’s perspective, she’s married to a madman, one who claims to hear from God and persists in doing something audacious.

This goes on for years, one hundred years. Surely friends and neighbors ostracize them. Not only must they work hard to build their boat, but I’m sure they do so in isolation.

The Bible doesn’t tell us if Noah’s wife supports him or not, but since she’s allowed to go on the boat and be saved from drowning, it’s likely she stood by her man despite what others thought, said, or did. That’s loyalty. That’s commitment. 

She’s an example for us all to follow.

––––––––
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How loyal are we to our spouse, family, and friends? Do we need to make any changes?

[Discover more about Noah’s wife in Genesis 5–9, specifically Genesis 5:32, Genesis 6:10, 18, Genesis 7:7, 13, and Genesis 8:16.]
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The Daughters-In-Law of Noah
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Like Noah’s wife, we know little of Noah’s three daughters-in-law and can only speculate from their story in the Bible. Like their mother-in-law, we can reasonably assume they each stand by their men, supporting them in their questionable ark-constructing business and helping them to build the gigantic boat. They, too, endure hardship, ridicule, and isolation as the people around mock and shun them.

When the flood comes, they get on the boat and live. Everyone else dies. All that’s left in the world are eight people, only four couples. Just like Eve and her husband, God tells these three women and their husbands to be fruitful and multiply. It’s a do-over for humanity, Creation 2.0.

From these three women come all future generations. The human race is saved. Nations form.

Though nameless, these three women give birth to the future of civilization. We are here today because of them.

––––––––
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Even if we remain nameless, what are we giving birth to? What are we making today for the generations of tomorrow? 

[Discover more about Noah’s three daughters-in-law in Genesis 5–9, specifically Genesis 9:1, 7, 19, along with Genesis 1:22, 28.]
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The Wife of Job
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Through no fault of Job, Satan attacks him, wiping away his wealth and killing all his children. Next, Satan afflicts Job’s health, leaving him in agony. The suffering man wishes he were dead, that he’d never been born. All Job has left is his life, four unsupportive friends, and a wife who harasses him. Job may have been better off without her.

As Job struggles to maintain his faith in God and hold on to his righteousness, Job’s wife could choose to support him. She should be encouraging. Instead she turns on him. She ridicules his integrity and suggests he just curse God so he can die.

Job does not waver. He calls her foolish and does not sin. God spares Job and restores what Satan took from him.

––––––––
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Do we encourage those closest to us when they go through tough times, or do we make things even harder for them?

[Discover more about Job’s wife in Job 1–2 and Job 42, especially Job 2:9–10.]
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The Daughters of Job
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After Satan’s tormenting of the innocent Job, God restores what Satan took away, which includes all his possessions and his first set of seven sons and three daughters. In fact, God doubles Job’s wealth and gives him ten more kids: seven more sons and three more daughters. Though the sons’ names aren’t recorded in Scripture, the daughter’s names are: Jemimah, Keziah, and Keren-Happuch. The girls are heralded as the most beautiful in the land.

In mentioning them by name, the Bible honors Job’s girls, even at the risk of elevating them over their unnamed brothers. Even more so, Job goes against the conventional practice of the day, giving his daughters an inheritance along with their brothers. 

In doing so, Job reveals his heart and God’s perspective. This is even more remarkable, given that Job lives in a male-dominated society.

––––––––
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May we see things as God sees them. What might we do to further God’s perspective, even if it means challenging the status quo?

[Discover more about Job’s three daughters in Job 42:13–15.]
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The Wife of Lot
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After Lot and Abraham go their separate ways, Lot eventually moves to the city of Sodom. God is displeased with the great sin of the people who live there, and he plans to destroy the city and its inhabitants. However, two angels go there first to rescue Lot and his family.

The next day, at dawn, the angels drag Lot, his wife, and his two daughters out of the city. As soon as they get out, the angels tell them to run for their lives, to not stop, and to not look back.

As they flee, Lot’s wife can’t help herself. She looks back at what they are leaving behind. When she does, she dies, turning into a pillar of salt.
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