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  The Military as Boss




  




  How’d you like it if your boss dictated where you could go hang out after your work day ends? What clothes you can wear when you’re off the clock? Who you could be friends with? Who you could date? Who you could marry? And if, on top of all that, they treated you like a cheat and a liar? Say hello to the U.S. armed forces…
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  CAVEAT/DISCLAIMER




  




  Anyone reading this book should be aware of the fact that it was primarily written almost 20 years ago while I was still a young officer in the U.S. military. With that in mind, it essentially reflects my feelings at that juncture, as well as facts - and understandings of the truth - as they were known as that point in time. Needless to say, some things have changed (e.g., “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” has been repealed), but I have not really attempted to update this book in any way or make it more consistent with any views that I currently have or that may be popular at the moment. (To do so would have made me feel like I was creating the literary equivalent of a “Ted Turner Colorized Classic.”) In short, it is intended to be a “snapshot in time,” and remains intact from the time I wrote it except for a few minor changes.




  




  However, this book should not be taken as - and was never meant to be - an indictment of the men and women who have served this country in uniform. They put their lives on the line every day to protect these freedoms that we enjoy (and that are the envy of the rest of the world). Our nation is truly blessed in more ways that we can count, not just because of the liberties that we enjoy, but because of the price we’re willing to pay, the sacrifices we’re willing to make in the form of America’s sons and daughters, to keep them.




  PREFACE




  




  I wish to preface this work by stating a few facts about myself and the opinions reflected herein. I am a low-ranking officer in the American military with only a few years of active duty service under my belt. I have neither combat nor command experience. My military career has consisted solely of two assignments, although my years of service can be extended by four if my time as a cadet is brought into consideration.




  I freely admit that my vision of the U.S. military establishment has become tainted to a great degree. This disillusion goes all the way back to my first day as a cadet when I realized that the recruiter had lied to me. At that time, however, I was still young enough and naive enough to believe that the recruiter was a single individual; the System could not be held accountable for the misdeeds perpetrated by all of its minions. However, I quickly modified my viewpoint to become suspicious, although not skeptical, of much of what was supposedly ingrained in me during my development as an officer candidate. It was not until later that my suspicions would turn into blatant mistrust of the entire military system.




  This mistrust is a by-product of both the things I've heard and the things I've experienced. At first, of course, I chided myself for having these ridiculous thoughts and attempted to find facts to oppose them. Instead of alleviating my fears, however, I discovered only more to justify and encourage them. I learned, to my dismay, that the military has not only molded a system of mistrust but perpetuates it by actions that imply that members of the armed forces - men and women who have taken vows of honor and are willing to sacrifice their lives - are little more than petty criminals and sneak-thieves who will rob John Q. Public blind at every opportunity.




  In this book, I will attempt to examine this mistrust, explaining by example how it exists and how it undermines the very foundations of what the U.S. armed forces are supposed to represent. Once proud and noble, the military system has become a mistrustful and bloated bureaucracy that is not worthy of the soldiers who make up its ranks.
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