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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“Death is very often referred to as a good career move.”

	 - Buddy Holly

	 


The air was electric. Elvis Presley was showing everyone what he was all about. The way that he gyrated his hips and sang in a way that no one else did…and Presley even openly said that his music was inspired by Negro music. Negro music was the very style that young Buddy Holly had wanted to pursue but was afraid to for fear of what public opinion would be.  Sweat trickled down Holly’s face. This was it; he decided right then and there that he would pursue music as a career. Even though, up until that point, he had already experienced some success and recognition, he hadn’t thought that he could make a feasible career out of it.

	Buddy Holly grew up in a musical family. His father had required all of his children to learn an instrument. It was believed in some circles that learning to play an instrument taught children discipline and helped them grow intellectually. Considering the chaos and turmoil during that period of the Great Depression, it can be said that there was something different about the Holley family. They were functional and well-off even in the midst of the turmoil. The Holley parents made sure that their children were well-provided for and fed, even though that would have been no easy feat. The father, L.O. Holley, had to jump from job to job as he was constantly fired or companies closed; it wasn’t because he was a bad worker, but during that time, no one’s job was safe. Perhaps it was the music that kept the parents sane and their heads above the water enough to keep making a plan and moving forward. But Holly had a stable and supportive background. 

	Holly’s own brother introduced him to public performance as a little boy. Holly was a well-liked boy by all the people that he met, making him very popular. It was probably that affability would later translate into his music and have people being able to bond with him through song, relate with him, and call him the only truly authentic singer that they had ever heard. The first time that he performed on live radio, his performance was so popular that he was given a weekly slot every Sunday to perform with his friend. The strangest thing about Holly was that initially, he was a background musician and was content with that. He wasn’t someone that was hell-bent on pursuing greatness, but greatness chased him down. The only reason he ended up taking the lead singer role was that none of his bandmates' voices suited the way rock and roll needed to be sung. 

	His bandmates loved the attention that being musicians got from girls, but Holly just loved the art of making music itself and creating a new genre. He would eventually be known as one of the fathers of rock and roll and as the earliest influence on the genre. When Holly saw Presley performing, he might never have thought that people would think of him and not Presley as the earliest influence on rock and roll. He would have never guessed that the day his life ended would be considered by some as the day that music died. The way that he was able to blend different genres seamlessly together and produce something that enchanted people is something that music critics say hasn’t been done since. Larry Holley would comment that if any other musician except Buddy Holly had performed and made that music, people wouldn’t have liked it, but because Holly made it, everyone liked it. Holly seemed to be able to translate his friendliness and people-person traits into his music. 
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