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  Third Episode




  





  




  Summary:




  




  The Shoah Memorial, where Victoire and Brigitte work, has received a visit from a man who insulted them. Rachel has been back to Albert Galan’s apartment and has made an unusual discovery. The bookcase is an optical illusion and the books are arranged to form a ‘Z’ – Albert’s nightmare is based on reality.




  




  




  





  Fifth Phase




  




  So, for the lady, a black coffee and a croissant and for the gentleman two croissants and a white coffee.




  - ‘That’s right, thank you very much.’




  - ‘It’s nice this brasserie. It’s early, a little chilly, but it’s nice.’




  Rachel and Donald were sitting at one of the outside tables, on the heated terrace, in a position where they could take in the whole square at a glance.




  Rachel chose not to respond to Donald’s prickly and obviously meaningful comment. She knew him well by now and so she knew that his bad mood was only fleeting.




  Feeling the pressure of her investigation, she had turned down his morning advances. Nevertheless, he had wanted to accompany her, hoping that they could then go on to the Drouot auction rooms, where he had all but given up hope of finding the complement to a solid silver lid, buried for far too long in one of the enormous pockets of his raincoat.




  He was looking for the recipient, of which there could be no more than a few specimens in reasonable condition, so that they could be put together and sold. This piece was distinctive, he had explained to her, it rested on a piedouche, a kind of pedestal, decorated with a palm leaf pattern and topped with a matching band. The bottom half of the pot was decorated with grooves, the upper part was bordered by a line of palm leaves. The spout stood proud of the pot and ended in a dog’s head. The handle was in dark wood, attached in two places, joined to the body by a pattern of gadroons.
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