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  The Stem of Life of the Sacred Lotus.




  The Most Precious Gift from Love:




  The Value of Life and Its Impact on Humanity




  Life is the greatest gift man possesses, whose supreme value is frequently underestimated and which, as a consequence, leads to life threatening behavioural patterns in social, individual and global contexts. Man’s overall condition on earth seems to be greatly correlated to the value accorded to life per se. Therefore the prioritization of the value of life is a key to the creation of a better world.




  As anything of extraordinary value it is coveted by fellow living creatures as it is the greatest of all things in this world without which there is nothing of relevance on earth. Presently the whole universe is searched and examined for more of it out there at billions of light years’ distance and more information on our life on earth. All human artefacts stem from its genius and intelligence that transcends conscious awareness and intelligence as far as the sky is above the earth. Global trafficking of human beings and demographic challenges as well as man as the prime resource for excellence in all human and technical, scientific and systems’ environments testify to the unrepeatable uniqueness of life that took eons to develop from its primitive form to the present day homo sapiens. Obviously he is not consciously aware of his existential biography, which is, however, recorded and stored in his DNA to be accessed today in order to prevent the deterioration of his life as a consequence of the weight of time on his organism.




  Life with its organism is said to be made in the image of the Creator and as such it is the crown of creation. And as the king of Creation to whom the earth has been entrusted to be recreated in the likeness of heaven frowns on this incomparable charisma, which is himself. Therefore he can be accused of having little self-expect and self-esteem; to possess a far too low value conception of life per se and to therefore deal with it irresponsibly. It can be called an original sin that constitutes a root cause of his problems. Rather than giving due consideration to the singular cosmic phenomenon of life he deals with it irresponsibly until it declines and becomes rarified. So vast, resilient and inexhaustible it seems to be. And yet it is infinitely fragile if it is undervalued not valued at all. Then its nemesis surfaces and threatens to destroy it unless it is revalued. Man has largely forgotten about it and seeks it in the wilderness and in outer nature although it is nowhere more than in himself.




  Only those heroes who have gone through the terror of losing it myriad times can truly appreciate it an act gratefully and responsibly with regard to it. Such a man for instance was the late A. Behr a priest and veteran of the hell of Stalingrad in WWII, who after the breakdown of the Soviet Union was the first to organize large scale help for Russia so as to enable the former enemy to survive, in the same way as he could help German prisoners of war to survive in/in spite of Russian captivity thanks to his personal human charisma and will to survive and organize survival structures with friend and foe. Sure death could be evaded through the prime value and the love of life with its intelligence per se. Can one ever praise enough the greatest of all gifts and be duly thankful for it? When this is not the case a punishing nemesis seems to enter the scene of human history that painfully reminds man of the charism and sine qua non of his existence that takes the shape of war and other threats to life. Once this catharsis is over he can decide anew what his position with regard to life is and according to it vicious or virtuous vital cycles set in.




  Today the world is again drifting more and more to a critical threshold of global war. It has been going on for years already at virtual and symbolical levels of threat, counter threat and deterrent. An intentional or even an unintentional faux pas in a strategic high-tech environment suffices to escalate the strategic landscape into hot war. Much seems to depend on whether doves or hawks are in power in the diverse strategic players’ camps. Would another Soviet leader, let us say one of the caliber of a Gorbachev have annexed the Crimean Peninsula and destabilized the Ukraine? How would another, more conservative and hardline US President, in alliance with a less acquiescing Europe and headed by a leading statesperson that was socialized in in the ex-Warsaw Pact political environment of East Germany have responded to Russian national expansionism under V. Putin? With changing leaders at the top of the nations, decisions, processes and outcomes can covary accordingly. Peace is suspended at a thin, silken threat that the Sword of Damocles in the human mind can cut to pieces at any moment.




  The end of the Cold War was but a brief intermezzo to recover breath for the following cycles of conflict. The reason for these ongoing cycles of conflict is that the historical Nazi mentality has not been eradicated in spite of the worldwide horror and destruction it caused, but on the contrary, it has been globalized and universalized, so that many strategic players display values, attitudes and behaviours that can be associated with Nazism. Nazi mentality, erroneously considered unique and singular and attributed to the so-called Third Reich (Third Empire) towards the second part of the first half of 20th century Germany that engulfed half the planet and affected the entire world, has become the international norm in diverse garbs, more obvious or more hidden.




  Nationalism or fundamentalism and other forms of -Isms act as the then German Führer did in the name of ethnocentric racism and are ready to throw any civilized norm or international law over board I order to impose their world views with all their might on of the rest of the world.




  Also In the global economic environment as well as in global ecological questions players seek to coerce other players; and in a globally interdependent planet the rest of the world. This is but another form of a more indirect assault on human survival by players that are ready to sacrifice parts of humanity for what they consider their advantage. And what is the war of cultures but the readiness to impose one’s own cultural norms in order to derive power and resources from this strategy.




  And at the individual level these collective processes are replicated as idiocentrism in diverse forms that undermine viable societies and social peace. Many collective and individual players are ready to fight their preferred self-seeking wars at the expense of fellow-man. And with the demographic changes and the development of world population the problem of universalized explicit and implicit Nazi-inspired mindsets is bound to augment in scale and frequency. It seems that the historical Nazi-phenomenon does not act as a deterrent, but rather as a motivator and a role model for the disrespectful and life despising imposition of one’s own values and assumptions through uncompromising behaviours at various levels and scales of global society. This leads to forms of global anarchy, where everyone considers himself absolute and tries to impose his absolutism by relativizing and reducing other players’ as a means in view the satisfaction of their ambitions. The quest of absolute power by strategic players and the anarchic quest for individual and group gratification are but the two sides of modern day Nazism - another cycle of its variable manifestation.




  But these two modern day cycles of the Nazi mind have been present long time before: The Nazi manifestation of ethnocentrism has been practiced and sanctioned as politically correct over centuries at a global scale by multinational colonialism that was similarly disrespectful of the colonized ethnic groups of the word. Countless implicit and explicit genocides have been committed over the centuries. But, naturally, none of them can be used as an excuse or a justification of their life disregarding, inhuman atrocity.




  Far from embellishing what is ugly in man of any race, creed or culture, latitude or civilization this investigation aims at identifying the root cause of this time, space and culture transcending feature of the human mind and its activity. The actual problem with it is that it is not an issue of the past that can be recalled and considered as a phase of human history, however long and ugly, but that it rather continues around and across the threshold of the present millennium, and that even former victims of the Nazi ideology have discovered aspects of it as a supreme strategy for defending their own vital interests at the expense of others. And they are surprised that their enemies are ready to adopt it as their strategy as well. Thus competing ethnocentric forms of absolutism again lead the world to regional destruction that can escalate and involve wider parts of the planet.




  There seems to be enough evidence that the concrete value of biological human life in our days once more diminishes compared to other more abstract, competing values. This logic invites war and destruction of life at any scale while it justifies it by higher prioritized values that have their origin within the human psyche and which are used as a pretext and a weapon to sacrifice human life for the permanence of the own life. Nations are ready to kill for trifles, for instance, patches of land and individuals kill for trifles as we learn, for example, from recent patterns of behavior of US law enforcement. Life of the planet as well as that of the human species is therefore under threat due to a progressive decrease of the value of life as such. And as this trend continues the likelihood of global holocausts of man and the environment increases, as the root cause of the historical cycles, which were thought to be singular historical events were not fully understood and could therefore spread the world over, so as to conjure up even vaster global holocausts in the near future, unless the value of life can be reprioritized in an unprecedented way and thus mankind by saved from the havoc of havoc created by the misunderstanding and mismanagement of its values. The value of life and its enhancement and highest prioritization above all other values are the key to the future and the most effective deterrent against destructive forms of collective absolutism and individual anarchy.
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  The Roots in Infinity.




  Infinite Love




  Love is so powerful, because it is infinite. And it is infinite because it has its basis in the Logos that has created everything. The Holy Scriptures tell us, that the Creator Himself is Love. And man who has been created in His image and likeness is therefore also love.




  When love becomes specific and fragmented it loses its cosmic dimension, but it is still so powerful that it affects people’s earthly existence. They may even die of love – of the sorrow a finite love brings with it. Cut from its infinity it can pervert into a destructive force. The solution to it would consist in reintegrating and reanchoring a particular form of love, such as that for the country, an ideology or a person into its universal source. When the wave is thus resorbed by the ocean of love from whence it came stillness and happiness return.




  If one tries to capture the ocean of love in the human vessel it may backfire and deluge the author or such presumptuousness. Love must flow and if it is retained it can create havoc as any other forms of energy when their natural states are inhibited and blocked. Then love responds as nemesis for the violation of its laws and tries to recover its universality. By ending the individuals attempt to reduce it it recovers its original state of universality.




  The cultures of earthly love and hate, the one-dimensional ones of sex and romanticism on the one hand and of war and conflict on the other hand, who are all due to an attempt to reduce love to a specific person, group or ideology, trigger destructive processes due to the mismanagement of the universal force of love. They are love in the same sense as waves of an ocean are part of the ocean, but separate from it they lack the support of the universal ocean and source and are therefore bound to end. This does not diminish or invalidate the extraordinary force of love those waves of love generate in individuals or groups. It informs us, however, on the need of the awareness of the universality and infinity including the source of the ocean of love underneath its myriad waves. In fact it seems that all human relations’ failures ranging from the interpersonal via the intergroup experience right to the international and intercultural levels of its experience are due to a dysfunctionality in the realm of love that is appropriated erroneously and as a consequence creates havoc due to the mismanagement and reduction of a universal force, whose power then conjures a nemesis of destructive processes of self and others.




  All kinds of conflict, intrapersonal, interpersonal and interideological etc. are therefore due to a form of mismanagement of the cosmic, universal force of love that may turn against man and creation if it is taken out of its natural context and misappropriated by individuals or strategic players and actors.




  True power therefore resides in the understanding of love rather than in nuclear warheads that are only an expression of its potentially lethal mismanagement. Abolishing them does only have a meaning if the deeper energy than the nuclear level energy is understood, which is that of the infinity and universality of love. Otherwise it backfires. And this has been the case throughout the course of human history, which is a history of the missmanagement of the cosmic force of infinite and universal love on which Creation is grounded by virtue of its Creator, who is Love. Nobody can in any way prevail over the axiomatic of creation with its logic of love. It would amount to challenging the Creator himself: And when creatures challenge their Creator based on incomprehension, presumptuousness or ill will, nemesis has to intervene to reestablish universal order, which after all is an order of love. Any attempt to lay another ground and to device another order invites trouble.




  Value systems are bound to generate conflict because they are a reductive misappropriation of the infinite and universal force of love. All major confits are presently explained and legitimized by values congruence or incongruence: Non-subsiding and reemerging East-West and global ideological conflicts that presently threaten the world will continue until they are read and deeply understood as dysfunctionalities in terms of the all presiding cosmic force and power of love.




  This seems to suggest that the global political discourse, in which the world is trapped requires an upgrade in the sense of the identification of the value of love above all others. Unless this happens the world remains caught in its self-inflicted and inescapable web of love’s mismanagement with its endless kaleidoscopes of historical conflict. Unless the processes of and in time are aligned with the time-transcendent law of love they will not prevail as they carry the seed of their temporality with its reductiveness and relativity, resulting in endless cycles of rising, clashing and subsiding waves.
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  The Terrain.




  Finding Firm Ground.




  All Measures Are Non-Measure; My Intuition Is Aware Of Another Order




  Today’s world is a world of speed and greed that keep man in their firm grip. Countless demands are made on him at every step. In the absence of equally possible love at every step by all players man stumbles and falls. In fact the whole world does. The world no longer rests on solid ground that has carried man through and across the ages. Man loses his ground, his feet and falls. Individuals and societies, nations and civilizations alike land more or less smoothly. Man has lost connection to his roots and uprooted he falls as a tree whose roots are severed from the solid ground it can no longer support human tree of life. It withers, stumbles and falls. Some get up again, others don’t, depending on whether they can find an agent that carries and supports them. Human roots are in man’s genealogy. Seen from an oriental stance, the meridian that is connected to the energies of ancestry originates in at the center of the sole of the foot. It is the meridian of the kidneys, which corresponds the human center. The center is that middle which integrates heaven and earth, the physical and the spiritual components of man that make him specifically human. By losing his roots he loses not only his ground and firm foothold and step but also his center that helps in navigating the world. He stumbles and falls.




  The question arises as to how he can healthily survive amid this ocean of destabilizing currents whose waves break on him – whether he can look ahead, find firm ground and a steadfast step on it; balance and integrity that enable life’s flourishing. Some withdraw and refuse the game altogether, while others grab the bull by the horn in order to impose their will until they are taught by and in time that that they cannot prevail. They will have to bow to the powers that determine the game after they have brought others to their knees and caused their falling by walking over them.




  There is another response that consists in the capacity of consciously staying above the ocean with its ever changing uncontrollable momentum. One can move in and out of the surrounding ocean of social pressures by moving below or beyond the structures and functions which deal with the proverbial ocean. There are several ways of achieving that. Classical mental self-help techniques and formulas like mind over matter or I am the master of my heart and the captain of my soul affirm the independence of the essence of man from his overall environment and provide a sense of freedom that will however be challenged again and again.




  Others propose the withdrawal of inner man into an inner space of comfort and refuge far from the proverbial madding crowd with its demands. Mystics try to establish a link and connection to the supeme source of creation in the seclusion of the innermost center of man. Based on the Augustinian dictum that man finds no peace until he rests in God they seek freedom from the world by establishing lasting communion with the Creator.




  No matter where you internally or externally may move, there will always be gross and subtle attempts to intrude into your sacred space by neighbours, friends, family and all the rest of the demanding human environments . The path towards human freedom tends to get obstructed again and again, until you are finally set free. The mind has created all sorts of culturally conditioned constructs that may help man to keep above the fray and to find the rest and quiet at the center of the hurricane of life, where the waves of the ocean of time subside and cannot reach him. There he is alone with himself and his Creator, away from those who pretend to be friends and to love him in their interest and untouched by his internal demands, pressures and desires that are stored in his memory and demand fulfillment. But even when he reaches inner peace after the escape from outer pressures, the demands and desires of the inner world may still destabilize him from within. There is no complete peace after all and man will have to cope with a certain amount of tension that keeps him going. Few are those that achieve complete peace while in the body.




  Therefore some mystic yoga schools teach the transcendence of the body by the soul so that the body from whom the senses are then withdrawn is above matter and insensitive to the surrrounding world. It is a process of dying while alive while physical life continues.




  Degrees of fundamental freedom can also be achieved by what may metaphorically be called psychological airplanes and submarines. The submarine approach is based on the philosophical insight that the entire human edifice that has come into being through the interaction of time, space and the mind is supported and curried by an undercurrent of fundamental freedom whose pristine, unconditioned nature can set man free at any moment he links himself to it. The airplane technique is a similar movement in the opposite direction where man circumnavigates all turbulences that may arise as directed by an autopilot, without allowing them to capture his attention and to bind him. Unbounded freedom he can reach if he moves further upward to a state of pure consciousness where the mind acts as a non-participating observer of the world.
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