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Introduction


Welcome to Boogie-Woogie Piano For Beginners. This book will start you on the road to playing authentic boogie-woogie piano, even if you are a complete beginner. You’ll get started right away by learning some essential boogie-woogie patterns which sound great when playing solo piano, or on your first (or next) gig with a blues band!


Please email us at books@harrisonmusic.com with “Boogie-Woogie Piano For Beginners” in the subject, to receive your FREE mp3 audio recordings of all the music examples in this book! Most of the audio recordings feature a rhythm section on the left channel, and the piano on the right channel. To play along with the band, turn down the right channel to eliminate the recorded piano. To hear the piano part for reference, turn down the left channel to eliminate the rhythm section.


Along with your free mp3s, you will also receive free pdf versions of all the music notation examples. So if your e-reader does not display the notation examples clearly enough, you can use the pdf versions as a convenient alternative.




Section One – Starting Out with the Left Hand Pattern


Like a lot of piano blues, the foundation of a great boogie-woogie piano performance is a strong and steady left hand pattern. Our first boogie-woogie piano left hand pattern uses the chord tones within a C major triad (C, E and G) and a “swing eighths” rhythmic feel, as follows:


Example 1
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These notes are quite low on the piano, and so we need “ledger lines” below the bass clef staff in this case. Just remember that the first note in this example is C, which is two octaves below Middle C (in the middle of the piano keyboard). This note is repeated on beats 1 and 3 of each measure. The other notes are G and E, played during beats 2 and 4 of each measure.
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