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The famous Italian city of Pompeii was a Roman city from the city of Campania. This is in Italy, 23 kilometers south of Naples at the base of Mount Vesuvius. It has been preserved in the rock after a massive eruption on 24 August 79 AD. The eruption of Mount Vesuvius covered the whole city with volcanic fallout. The following day, blistering hot steam and gasses covered the area in clouds. Buildings crumpled, and the people were suffocated and crushed. The whole city was buried under a mountain of pumice and ash.




Scientists think that the cloud of hot gas and scalding ash would have killed the entire population within fifteen minutes. The estimated 2000 people who were killed were not killed by the molten lava, although they were engulfed in it. They were suffocated by a cloud of gas and ash which engulfed their lungs.




Studies by geologists and geographers have indicated that the “pyroclastic flow,” which is a thick quick flowing river of solidifying lava and hot ash, would have been accompanied by a cloud of lethal gas which, with a temperature of over 300 degrees celsius, was made up of CO2, particles of burning ash and volcanic glass. Some people would have died under a hail of lapilli, little volcanic stones, but most would have asphyxiated. Death might not have been instant, depending on where they were, and would have been terrible as the air in their lungs was replaced by this toxic cloud.




Scientists have described these “pyroclastic flows” as devastating. When the eruptive column collapses, volcanic ash rushes down the volcano slopes at incredible speeds of up to hundreds of kilometers per hour. The study of the eruption at Vesuvius and the resulting disaster helps scientists understand and trace pyroclastic currents. It’s important to understand Mount Vesuvius for civil protection today.




The ruins of Pompeii are the most visited archeological area after the Colosseum. More than a million tourists a year visit this fascinating site. It’s a not to be missed opportunity for any visitors to Italy.




Tourists are greeted by fascinating Greco-Roman buildings and many interesting artifacts revealing a sophisticated culture wiped out in an instant. There were amazing buildings like an elegant forum and a grand amphitheater. There were luxurious villas for the wealthy and different types of homes to suit all echelons of society. Some of these were already ancient, dating back to the fourth century BC. The remains of people sheltering from the eruption were perfectly preserved. Bakeries were even found with loaves still in the ovens. Society was preserved in a single moment in time, revealing an unchanged and undeveloped ancient city that has been a source of endless fascination to historians, biographers, and tourists alike.




We’ll take this opportunity to examine the lost world of Pompeii and the ominous Mount Vesuvius, which still broods over it today. We’ll look at society, archeology, and the roles of tourism, movies, and myths in keeping history alive.
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Pompeii in Art and Pop Culture: So many books have been written on Pompeii and Vesuvius. These include academic tomes which examine geology, geography, and history and dramatic fiction pieces which create fictional characters who grip the reader as they live through the terror of the eruption of Vesuvius. There have been a number of interesting documentaries and dramatizations of life in Pompeii and the eruption of Vesuvius. Some are stylized fictional pieces, and others include serious examination of the science behind the eruption of Vesuvius.
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