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    1 Culture




    Consider this




    Author TC




    My arrival in Thailand was as it is for many men. One more cycle of my journey through life having ended, I was seeking a new game to play. Single and independent, on travels I stopped off in the country I’d vaguely heard about – in particular via the 19670s film ‘Emmanuelle’ – but was then too busy having good a time to consider a visit to. Times change for all of us.




    I discovered in Thailand what many men do, what for a while I’d missed – easy-to-get company of women I found attractive.




    ‘But it’s all paid for,’ is a common western sneer, often expressed with contempt that an over-40 man wants company he can enjoy. “It’s an illusion,” is thrown out. To that stock perception I have a stock reply: Free accommodation does not guarantee good living. Good living is not precluded if rent is reasonable and it satisfies the landlord. Is company different? Many will say so, but ideals are for sure illusions, often of people who dread the idea of others having a good time.




    “Moralists are people who can’t enjoy life’s simple pleasures and compensate by interfering in those of others.” ~Bertrand Russell




    After initial intensive purging of urges in a new type of wonder years, typical of many guys, I was to learn, I started to take a closer look at the scene. Men in numbers who are far from in their prime easily getting their heart’s desire? Is it The Garden of Eden, I had to ask myself – Utopia? My eventual conclusion could not have been more unexpected. What I discovered was much apparent discontent and even misogyny, the Garden of Eden tale’s objective, say many philosophers – sexual grooming that formed us.




    My view is that early male western tale tellers started a bandwagon of women-bashing that rolls on to this day, an idea supported by a Pattaya-based writer gleefully quoting a put-down of women from the 1800’s. In those times, man’s perception of woman was based on biblical dogma. A sad fact is that to this day, laws based on that dogma control much of western social life. This was once true in the West and remains so in Thailand and much of the world.




    Most women, by age 25, have been forced to learn more about men than most men ever learn about their own gender, never mind about women.




    ‘Venus Flytrap’ attitude to woman was the basis of western culture until relatively recent times, and it still dwells in the minds of many. Fact is that every wile and trick that women use to snare a man arises from our forebears’ determination to make woman dependent on man for any sort of lifestyle, and his suppression of the gender to achieve it. Most men born pre-1960 and many after were fed a daily diet of treating women as if they were a different species which, to feel like man, he had to ‘beat’. Many women fell casualty and many men did not survive the grooming, reaching adulthood as emancipation arrived.




    In Thailand, many journal letters pages and Thailand oriented Web forums have contributors who love to tell why other men fail with a Thai woman and of their own success. Rarely is latter attributed to the fiscal provision that is the prime basis and without which there would be far fewer unions. Also rampant is men blaming all women for the man’s own inability to tell a peach from a lemon. Attitude is that because his union with a Thai woman went sour and was never ideal, all the women are predators and all relationships will be the same as his.




    Objective of this book is to correct some common distortions and sour grapes tales about life in Thailand. Prejudiced fiction of guys who were not used to a pretty face smiling at them, and who got bowled over and taken for a ride and were unable to get over it, is more popular than facts that tell why western men get hooked as if on drugs. As I came to realize that a piece of good advice is what everybody thinks only somebody else needs, I personally don’t deign to give it but just offer my own observations and those of others. Here is the 1st of mine:




    The psyche of most Thai women that most western men will meet is to exploit the needs and wants of a man who seeks to exploit her needs and wants.




    That is the mating game’s history anywhere, women forced to be dependent on a man for any sort of life. Sex being an arena that virtually any women can leave any man standing in, the talent, ability and advantage that Nature blessed woman with, man demonized, obstructed, crushed and took away with laws and social rules of sexual engagement.




    “We are all born sexual creatures, but it’s a pity that so many people despise and crush this natural gift.” ~Marilyn Monroe




    Thanks to the once-dominant religion, endemic idea in the West is that recreational sex equals sleaze. It often is sleazy, but only because long outdated laws preclude tasteful provision of pay-for-play.




    Moralists feel normal only if they make normal feel immoral.




    Emancipation arrived in the West in the 1960s & 70s with improved social conditions and more equal rights for women. Many Thai women remain dependent and the country’s social class culture means many of lower social status are unwanted by a Thai man of means. Out of that arises the willingness of those women to accept less their young ideas of romance, and formation of what I personally call ‘The Butterfly Circus’, a merry-go-round of Thai woman - western man liaisons for short or long time.




    A man who complains that a woman exploited his needs and wants better than he could exploit hers is like one who complains that a fish took his bait but not the hook.




    To show the main difference in western and Thai thinking has economic roots (family duty and tolerance of the sex trade aside), I use some old quotes of famous people about life and love in the West. None is more telling than this one from the not too distant past, and when equal rights for western women was a strange idea and, for any quality of life, most were dependent on finding a man:




    “Marriage is for women the commonest mode of livelihood.” ~Bertrand Russell




    Many western women are now financially independent and can be choosey with regard to a regular or casual partner. Thai women that most westerners meet are still dependent and unable to be so choosey. That it is difficult for virtually any man to be lonely in Thai resorts exposes a western social deficiency that creates many lonely people. In Thailand, any western man is able to purge a lifetime of corked-up urges. Many previously denied a ‘girlfriend experience’, they undergo a first-hit addiction and lose the plot.




    “The gods have two ways of dealing harshly with us. The 1st is to deny us our dreams, the 2nd to grant them.” ~Oscar Wilde




    Dreams coming true but often not proving sweet, much I heard and read after my arrival in the Land of Smiles was from the totally blind, the blinkered or those who saw through rose-colored specs. Result was my 1st book The Butterfly Circus (cover inspired by Tarantino’s movie From Dusk ‘til Dawn featuring soon-to-be big star Salma Hayek).




    In the mating game as any, as important as scoring is defense. This book is a brief summary of various observations of people plus my own study of notables in sociology of attraction and sex, psychology and epidemiology (study of viruses inc. STIs). As to my own attitude to women, I go with Sean Connery:




    “I like women. I don’t understand them, but I like them.”




    I would qualify by saying I like ‘most’ women.




    PLEASE DO NOT LET THIS TOME’S LIGHT PRESENTATION DISTRACT FROM SOME SERIOUS CONTENT.




    * * *




    Introducing Patty




    ‘Patty’ is my dream girl. Not real as such, but a representative character I first based on a sassy Thai lass I met when I was teaching English in the Bangkok suburbs. It came about when a girl student (17) saw the cover of my 2nd book: ‘Pattaya: the Good, the Bad & the Other.’




    “The other?” I was asked. It was an awkward moment, as in class I hadn’t covered English idioms and jargon for sex. I then did and saw Thai kids amused at how we in the West hide unease at matters sexual with innuendo, coarseness or giggles. Americans can’t stand the word ‘toilet’, in movies using ‘bathroom’ in scenes it is the last thing you’d find (like in a forest). In the ‘TROY’ movie, Brad Pitt’s Achilles could not be shown true to the original story. Why? Audiences would not accept a hero with a male lover. In short, today’s wide view of sexuality is behind that of 2500 years ago. Anyway, a bikini-clad avatar of ‘Patty’ on the book’s cover transfixed the student.




    “She’s beautiful,” she said. “Your girlfriend?” About to say it was just a cartoon, on the girl’s face I saw fantasy of romance that is lost with the wonder years of youth. I didn’t spoil it.




    “Yes, my girlfriend,” I replied. Afterwards regularly asked by students in jokey manner ‘how is Patty’ led to an idea of using an avatar to represent some of the Thai women I met. One, ‘Peachy’ was born in the UK to a Thai mother / English father. When he died, her mother and she, at 17, moved to Bangkok to be with her half-sister (same mother and Thai father). Thai in looks, her English is as English as can be. So is her feisty way.




    ‘Patty’ is now based on Thai teachers I’ve worked with, students, friends including Facebook, ships that passed in the night and those that came close. The team leader, translator and website admin is Patcha (Peachy’s older half-sister and who is also a former student of mine). Avatars used (illustrated in the printed book) reflect some of the women, who chose many quotes in this book and made up some others. Input also came from western women who I assure know a thing or two about how men and women impact each other.




    CULTURE




    It is as well to consider just what culture is. Many things are encompassed, but for the purposes of this book we mainly confine to the way people think and behave. All cultures are the prides, prejudices and habits taught to people or picked up by them before they learn to make their own decisions. A country’s social culture is usually its intended barrier against the failings that humans tend to fall to when left unmanaged. What is sound social guidance and what is social manipulation?




    The measure of a culture is the extent it instills resistance to the known human failings.




    Espoused ideals of any nation’s culture can be different than the reality. Attitudes of the masses anywhere can change with economic development. Said author Michael Crichton:




    “For the most part, members of our species repeat what they are told and get upset if exposed to any different view. Other animals fight for territory or food. Uniquely, humans fight for ‘beliefs’... the result is conflict. We are stubborn, self-destructive conformists. Any other view of our species is a self-congratulatory delusion.”




    “Conservative notions in any culture seek to turn other ideas – progress, change – into crimes.” ~Salman Rushdie




    * * *




    ‘Farang’




    Patty




    Please don’t mind that I represent a team of Thai ladies. Women are a gift from the true god, Mother Nature, and real beauty is not of the body but mind. Most guys see outer beauty only, often missing inner ugly. When the self-inflicted blindness leads to bad choices, the men blame the woman or women in general. It happens the other way too, but less so because only recently did some women start to go on top. I hope to now entertain you with my tips. Inform you, too.




    Before I deal with the word ‘Farang’, allow me to let you know that a Thai person the average westerner will meet is likely to be from a low social level, and the quickest way to confuse one is to ask them a question they either don’t know the answer to or do not understand. Not wishing to lose face, rather than say they don’t understand the question or know the answer, they will answer as they think will satisfy the asker. THIS IS USUAL, even for Thai girlfriends and wives of some time.




    Now to ‘Farang’, the following is from one of my feature articles for an English language journal:




    ‘I have been asked about my use of capital ‘F’ for Farang and ‘s’ to pluralize. A Pattaya Trader article was pointed to, and which said an Australian columnist wrote that farang means foreigners and Thai does not have plurals or capital letters. It is correct there are no capital letters or plurals in Thai, but this does not transfer to writing in English. You don’t write two thai, but two Thais. Farang (often pronounced falang due to up-country dialect) is sometimes used to refer to foreigners in general, but it is mostly reserved for Caucasians. Some people postulate on its origin, but all is irrelevant myth. ‘Farang’ can be single or plural (as ‘sheep’). Pluralizing with ‘s’ is up to you.




    If a foreign word is used in English text, it is usual for italics to be used unless the word is an accepted one in English (as the name of a country). ‘Farang’ is so accepted by Thailand expats and regulars. In short, if Caucasian is intended, not using a capital could be considered bad grammar or be misunderstood.




    ‘Farang’ as a term is in no way intended to be derisory, at one time the people being much admired and copied by the Thai elite. Whether it has proven to be good or bad is a matter of opinion. For sure is that many western guys are either enchanted or mystified by Thai women. “The most beautiful and elegant in the world,” said an article in one journal. Less flattering comments are common. Typical of how many guys think was a picture on social network site Facebook of a meter-thick book with the comment. ‘A new book on understanding Pattaya girls is out’. One comment made by an English TV channel presenter was: “Glad to see they have brought out an abbreviated version.”




    Jesting or not, such comments tell the guys who make them know little of not just Thai women but women in general. Contrasting views tell that many people think their personal snapshot represents the big picture. Many guys think they are the big picture. If a man is to spend time in Thailand, prudent is to have insight into the female psyche.




    To understand the opposite gender, you must first understand your own and people in general. Only then can one be prepared for the unexpected.’




    From what has been said so far, I hope you see that we believe cotton wool wrapping can be counter-productive. The last thing anyone anywhere needs is ‘good advice’ that is based on bar-banter tittle-tattle that is nothing more than feather fluffing to boost the ego. This book will not suit people with fixed ideas of the Thai man-woman relationship or even of life in general, but is for those who know the 1st step to wisdom is to realize how much we don’t know. A fault unseen cannot be fixed.




    Sure to come to a visitor to Thailand is opinion and advice on Thai ways by someone who lost their way or never found it. I’m told ‘Expat Syndrome’ is similar anywhere there are people living in a foreign land – more on it later. On the way are Top Tips for a happy life in Thailand and probably anywhere. To help give an idea of how ladies in general think, the team and I will be citing quotes from our studies of western cultures, or ones we have made up.




    * * *




    The Thai Smile




    Thailand is often described in travel journals etc, or in everyday chat, as The Land of Smiles (LOS). The reason for this is self-explanatory and comes about from the fact that from the day most Thais are born, they are taught to show good face when meeting any situation, and that this is achieved with a smile. A smile increases your face value.




    Life is like a mirror; we get the best results when we smile at it.




    When life smiles at you, smile back – but always remember that the biggest smile is that of the crocodile.




    “A smile is the shortest distance between two people.”




    To be remembered is what ‘Moby Dick’ author Herman Melville said: “A smile is the chosen vehicle for all ambiguities.”




    Revealed; an unchanged trait of East & West:




    “It is not wise for the western white,




    to hustle the Asia brown.




    ‘Cause the Asian smiles and the westerner riles,




    and it wears the white man down.




    At the end of the fight is a tombstone white,




    with the name of the late deceased.




    And the epitaph drear: ‘A fool lies here,




    who tried to hustle the East.”




    ~Rudyard Kipling




    It often seems that Thai and western ways are poles apart, but I believe that just as a dog or cat has the same basic instinct in the East or West, so do people. I have seen, heard or read nothing that tells differently. What is different is training or programming – what is called ‘culture’.




    There is only one real culture, that of people, but different versions are created by the different ways people are socialized.




    There is a great irony in the life of most western expats in Thailand or regular visitors. When you read this next quote, think of how it was for you when you first arrived, not after you stayed for a while. You must remember the big, cheesey grin that most male first-timers wear.




    The most powerful aphrodisiac for a man is not money, not power, but receiving a smile from a woman he finds beautiful.




    In The Land Of Smiles, almost every man feels reborn. Life being like it is, though:




    Where dreams can come true, nightmares can too.




    * * *




    The Good News




    An advantage of growing old and ugly is that more women become more beautiful – especially those who smile at you. Welcome to the Land of Smiles. The following applies in Thailand far more than ‘back home’:




    Age can be the least efficient measure of partner compatibility.




    Patty




    Most people know that Thai culture’s foundation is Buddhism, but less know it is widely regarded as not being a religion. Religion dictates that its policies must be followed religiously or the wrath of a god will be incurred. Buddhism teaches that we ourselves are responsible for the Earth and how we feel, and that we should always look on the bright side of life. As many guys who come to live in Thailand are retired, here are some western ‘age’ quotes that are very much applicable in Thailand and so can be termed good news:




    “The older you get, the more important it is not to act your age.” ~Jack Nicholson




    “Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter.” ~Mark Twain




    “The older the fiddler, the sweeter the tune!” ~Pope John Paul V1




    Here are a few ideas of our own:




    Old age is always at least 10 years older than you are.




    A man should never reach the age when a woman can trust herself with him.




    You are still young while you think the best is to come.




    * * *




    The Bad News




    TC




    Whilst age need not be a detriment, fixed thinking of many people can easily make it into one and it can be bad news. A common giveaway to an old mind is criticism of the young generation and everything they like. When you continually moan about ‘these days’ or wax lyrical about ‘the old days’, that’s old age biting. A simple fact is that any generation can only ever be a product of the preceding ones.




    How common it is for the aged to have habits they hated to see when young.




    The aged see shallowness in youth and the young see staleness in age, but neither the old nor young see their own flaws.




    Thailand opens western minds: so much that many men’s brains fall out. Often said among the expat community is that many men left their brains at the Thai airport immigration desk. Some quotes that follow throughout this book, many originally said with no thought to Thailand, suggest is just that more men get chance to lose the plot there – and take full advantage to do it. Beauty may be in the eye of the beholder, but desperation sees beauty that eyes alone could not. Scoring in Thailand is easy; own goals the easiest.




    In no place like Thailand is the fool for a woman that is in most men so easily coaxed to slip its leash – if it’s on one in the first place.




    The silly impulsiveness of young men anywhere is of many older western men in Thailand (but is not confined to them). Girls that are easy on the eye are usually hard on the wallet anywhere, and it applies no less in the Land of Smiles. The BIG plus is that girls who are easy on the eye are widely available to be interacted with. But there are dangers.




    A man who never learned to tell a lovebird from a bird of prey is likely to get a painful pecker.




    Love is often a switch that turns on and off when convenient.




    A head in the clouds has a long way to fall, and a good thing to remember if one decides to live the Thai life is that in Thailand, Shakespeare’s Uriah Heep is often a good-looking girl. Also worth remembering is that whereas family maintenance in the West is usually what a man pays after a divorce, in the East it is also usually paid before marriage. Children are regarded as the pension plan, and a man who can’t understand that tenet is unlikely to play the Thai mating game too well. Thailand is far from the only place that a compatible partner is not usually easy to come by.




    “A good heart is hard to find.” ~Fergal Sharkey




    *




    Patty




    As Thais are taught from birth to look to the positive things in life rather than the negative, the bad news about their country (or others) does not come as easily as to people who like to concentrate of the dark side of everything. Here are a few western quotes that are probably applicable no less to Thailand.




    “It takes a woman 20 years to make her son a man, and a another one 20 minutes to make him a fool.” ~Helen Rowland




    “A woman who loves her husband is paying her bills. A woman who loves her lover gives alms to the poor.” ~Paul-Jean Toulet




    “The chief reason a marriage rarely works is that it is contracted while the man is insane.” ~Joan Collins




    “Many a man in love with a dimple makes the mistake of marrying the whole girl.” ~S. Leacock




    “Every girl wants a mink in her wardrobe, a jaguar in her garage, a tiger in her bed and a jackass to pay for it all.” ~Paris Hilton (Thailand version: Every girl wants a nice nest for her mama, a nest-egg for herself, a Thai tiger in her bed and a Farang buffalo to pay for it all.)




    TC: A notable difference in Westerners and Thais and that can be misunderstood is seen in interaction between folk. Thais almost always take care not to offend, preferring to skirt the truth rather than risk putting someone down. Westerners, even in informal chat, seem determined to put people down – even friends. Above all in Thailand:




    Face is the end. All else is the means.




    * * *




    ‘Face’




    Patty




    Don’t forget, my tips are good for anywhere. I mention it because a common error, even of some writers who think they know all about Thailand and its people, is thinking that ‘face’ is a major factor of Asian life only. An Australian writer said this in articles and books:




    “I never understood Asian face, with the probable reason I never had any.” Yet again we had a long-time expat telling about a foreign culture when he didn’t know his own very well – or his personal culture. ‘Face’ is just another word for pride, ego or vanity, which are human traits, not just of Thai people.




    “Vanity is so secure in the heart of man that everyone wants to be admired, even I who write this and you who read it.” ~Blaise Pascal




    Face as a motivator is only bad when it takes overrides reason. We all do some things because we know people we respect would approve, and don’t do other things because those people would not approve. Both are making or saving ‘face’. If we had no pride, why would we do good things and what would stop us from doing bad? Some of the following quotes are from the Ego - Face - Pride section of Quotes to Know in Thailand.




    “There are no grades of vanity, only grades of ability to conceal it.” ~Mark Twain




    “When the center of the universe is discovered, a lot of people will be disappointed to find they are not it.” ~B. Bailey



OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.png





OEBPS/Images/coverBN_fmt.png
ATTY’S GUIDE TO

A foolproof
guide to
the mating
game.

A humorous
look at
Thailand’s

modern Miss.

Tony Crossley
&
_)|Patcha Boonjaeng





