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  This Book Is Written:




  “For your sakes, so that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many abound to the glory of God.”




  2 Corinthians 4:15




  Foreword




  

    M


  




  ost of us who have been saved for any length of time have adopted either a conviction that we can never lose our eternal salvation; or that we can easily lose it. We hear and sometimes use terms like "eternal security," "once saved always saved," and "falling from grace." Whether you have a strong conviction about this topic or are newly investigating it, there are few subjects as important as this.




  Sometimes our conclusions are based on the opinions of others; ideas that are passed down to us from our elders; Scripture taken out of context; or worse. For such a critical topic as this, it would do us all good to spend some time walking through God's Word in the light of His Holy Spirit.




  Jean-Claude Chevalme and I have been friends for almost 20 years. I know him to be a man of spiritual integrity with a passion for truth that few have. He is an ardent student of the Word with a unique ability to view and analyze spiritual issues from various perspectives and draw conclusions based on his remarkable understanding of God's Word.




  As you will soon see, in this book, Jean-Claude approaches this issue from virtually every angle. In fact, I've not seen a more thorough investigation. As he did mine, he will challenge your conclusions, whatever they may be. He’ll cause you to prayerfully examine your opinion in the light of Scripture in hopes that that you might be better able to "rightly divide the Word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).




  

    - Eddie Smith, cofounder and president, U.S. Prayer Center in Houston, Texas.

  




  Are You Saved and


  Going to Heaven?




  

    T


  




  he chapters in this book are not in a sequential order; you can read any part that appeals to you more than others.




  “Am I saved and going to heaven?” This is the most important question you must answer in this life with a resounding YES! You will die one day. If you are not absolutely certain that you are saved and going to heaven, this chapter is for you. Notice I did not say ‘this book’ is for you. It does not take a whole big book to understand what salvation is and how to be saved. It only takes the right heart and the one and only Savior of the world – Jesus Christ; risen from the dead.




  This short chapter will give you the understanding you need about salvation. If you are a new believer I recommend you also read the chapter entitled “Salvation and the Sinner’s Prayer,” and the chapter entitled “A Very Serious Warning.” The rest of the chapters in the book explain many of the aspects of salvation and why it cannot be lost.




  With good intentions, too many Pastors and Christians teach that salvation can be lost. As you will see in this book, this is a most pernicious lie of the devil and a devastating teaching. The Lord had me write this book to clearly expose its fallacy. You will understand how this false teaching enables the devil to hinder the work of God in the soul of His children. But much more than this, it robs God of the glory due to Him.




   




  To make sense of salvation, you need to recognize a few things.




   




  

    	God is love yes; but God is also holy.


 

    	All mankind sins. You and I included. We are all sinners by nature. We are all guilty of violating moral laws. All humans fall short of the glory of God and are naturally separated from Him eternally. This is the condition the Bible describes as being lost.


  




   




  Before you realize you need to be saved, you need to know that you are lost.




   




  God is perfect, we are imperfect. God is pure, we are impure. God is righteous, we are unrighteous. God is sinless, we are sinful. God knows all things and He knows everything about us. He is acquainted with every detail of our lives.




  Since you were born, He has heard all the words you have spoken, has been aware of all the thoughts you have thought, has seen all the deeds you have done. Your life is an open book to God. Check what applies to you from the following list and add your own: God knows your lies, stealing, foul language, using His Name in vain, your selfishness and manipulations to get your ways, adulteries, fornications, murders, etc. He knows it all. You and I and all mankind are guilty before God.




   




  Good deeds do not eliminate bad deeds.




   




  Of course God also knows all the good you have done. But the good we do does not wash away the bad we do as some religions teach. If you are in front of a judge for a traffic violation or worse, your defense will go nowhere if you say: “but judge, I have done a lot of good, I’ve given money to the charities, I’ve volunteer time to good causes, I’ve been more good than bad!” The judge will answer by saying “This is not the issue! If you are not guilty as charged, prove it! If you are guilty, the penalty of the law has to be paid. Good deeds do not eliminate bad deeds.”




  It is the same principle with the Judge of all the earth. God is a just judge and the penalty of our sins has to be paid. Else He would not be just. But in the spiritual realm, it is hell or heaven. Because of our sins, we are separated from the pure God. If we die while separated from Him, we will stay separated from Him. Now is the day of salvation! Thank God, He has done everything necessary to reconcile us to Himself. It is for us to repent of our sins and humbly accept His free gift of salvation. I have. If you refuse His payment, you must pay the eternal price yourself. There is no alternative. It has been rightly said: “God does not send anybody to hell; people go there of their own accord.” See YouTube for frightening testimonies of people who’ve had NDE (near death experiences) and visited hell.




  We do expect human judges to apply the law to the guilty do we not? We expect this even if a judge’s son whom he loves very much has violated the law. We do expect him to make him pay the fine or send him to prison. If he lets him off the hook because he is his son, he would not be a just judge. How much more God! The same principle applies His moral laws.




   




  This is where the wonderful story of Jesus comes in.




   




  On the one end God is a loving Father. He is merciful and He does not want to keep the sinner separated from Himself.




  On the other end, God is a just judge. He must apply judgment and keep the sinner separated from Himself.




  It sounds like a dilemma but God can do all things. Foreknowing all that would happen to His creation, God settled the issue before He even created the heavens and the earth.




   




  Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know. Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain” (Acts 2:23).




   




  Because of His “determinate counsel and foreknowledge” God knew that His most beautiful and most powerful angel would fall. He knew that man would fall and become a sinner. God knew before He created man, that sinful man would crucify His Messiah. That was no surprise to Him. God had a choice before the creation to create it or not. Nevertheless, by His “determinate counsel,” God went ahead and created all things knowing all the evil that would result. He created the world and man “And behold, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31).




  God’s solution to the dilemma was the cross, where He judged your sin and where He loved you.




   




  Why did God create us with the capacity to sin?




   




  We may ask: why did God create us so we could sin? Because He created us so we could love. Love cannot be forced on anyone. To love, one must be capable to make choices and say yes or no. We are created with the capacity to choose. As a result, we make good choices and bad choices. We all break the moral laws.




  At the cross, our just Judge paid the eternal penalty Himself. At the cross our loving Father demonstrated His love because while we are guilty, Christ willingly died to pay the price for our sins: “Therefore doth my Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again. No man takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father” (John 10:17-18).




  He was stricken for our transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement that gives us peace fell on Him. The cross is where the love of God and the justice of God are reconciled. He who has the Son of God has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life but the wrath of God rests on him.




   




  How can I get saved?




   




  The key to be saved, just like the thief on the cross who was saved at the last minute, is to recognize that you are indeed a sinner deserving judgment; just as the thief did. Salvation takes place when you recognize your sinful condition; when you know that you need forgiveness, and when you genuinely desire to repent to turn from your wicked ways. Jesus suffered and shed His blood, and died on the cross to pay the price for ALL your sins. Jesus said to the repentant thief: “today you shall be with me in paradise.” The grave could not hold the just One. He rose from the dead to give you eternal life as a free gift.




  Look at your life and admit that you are a sinner deserving judgment. When you are ready, humble yourself before God, and in your own words but with a sincere heart, ask God to forgive you. Give your life to Him. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved. You do not have to be anywhere special and no one has to be with you. It is the sincere attitude of your heart that counts. God sees and hears you.




  If you confess your sins in all sincerity, God is faithful and just to forgive you of all your sins and to cleanse you from all unrighteousness. You are reconciled with God once and for all. You have been saved from the eternal penalty of sin and will go to heaven when you die. During the rest of your earthly life, by the power of the Holy Spirit you will work at being saved from the power of sin to live Godly and please God. Finally when your body dies, you will be saved from the presence of sin. If you refuse, you are “condemned already because you have not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God.




  
INTRODUCTION
My Early Post-Salvation Days





  

    T


  




  his book is the culmination of many years of prayer, study, and reflection about salvation. In it, you will find perspectives on salvation that you likely have never read anywhere else. It is not very much a sequential reading so you can jump to any chapter that attracts your attention.




  As you read, ask God to guide you into all truth; this petition has been, and still is, one of my most frequent requests to God for many years. If you stand on the wrong side of this doctrine you will be greatly challenged in your belief. If you stand on God’s side of this doctrine, you will have plenty more ammunitions to defend its truth. Praise God, many brothers and sisters have changed their position over the years. It is my prayer and hope that many more will do so to the glory and praise of God.




  Standing in the truth about the doctrine of salvation, and also the doctrine of law and grace1 is absolutely vital for our walk. These are two of the most (if not the most) important of all the doctrines for the believer to get right as they directly affect 1) our walk in our growth in God’s love and 2) our walk in God’s righteousness. Satan knows the stakes are high; as ultimately, doctrines over which we differ all affect our growth in oneness with our precious Lord and therefore the Church’s growth in the “measure of the stature of the fullness that belongs to Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).




  Through a curious set of circumstances which GOD orchestrated in November of 1978, I found myself face to face with my sinfulness, my shame, and my need for forgiveness. I took the hint. In all sincerity of heart, I confessed my sins to Him, decided to change my life and live rightly, and called upon the Name of Jesus Christ His Son as my Lord and Savior.




  Today I personally like to call Him Yeshua, which is His Hebrew name meaning ‘salvation.’ This is what His mama called Him! I was told that I had been saved, that I was washed of my sins and shame; I was told that I was going to heaven when I died where Jesus had prepared a place for me, because I had repented and given my life to the Savior.




  




  Nothing to Merit His Love




  The discovery of the fact that God had loved me in spite of being the miserable and filthy sinner that I was in His sight affected me dramatically! I cannot adequately express the peace that came over me after my salvation. God had loved me all along in spite of my sins; and He had made a way for me to obtain His forgiveness which He was longing for me to receive! That was a lot to take in. I was in awe of God. I was incredibly grateful to Him for having saved me. How could God love someone like me? I was one of those for whom hell had been made I thought!




  The simple gospel was explained to me and it made so much sense. His salvation gave me an overwhelming sense of deep gratefulness toward Him, the God of Israel. I could not pay back anything, all I could do was to love Him; and I could love Him only because He first loved me. I had done nothing to merit that love; yet it was there, freely given for me to receive. There was something so awesome about it and there still is to me unto this day; this was a profound love of which I could not grasp the depth; a grace that was beyond my comprehension.




  




  A Radical Change




  I walked in my newly found faith and avidly began to study the Scriptures. The childlike faith required of me, the unconditional love of the Father for me, and the unconditional love of Jesus were my strength, my hope, my life, my rest, my all. I did not have to depend on myself for anything anymore; He is the vine, I am the branch. I was no longer looking at death as this enemy that sapped my joy for the future, but just as a transition to a life far superior to what I would ever experience in this one.




  I was truly loved. I felt incredibly free; I now had a worthwhile eternal purpose to live for God and not for me anymore; to grow more and more in His image and tell people about His free salvation. It crushed every temporal, earthly goal for happiness and fulfillment.




  My life changed radically from what I had experienced, from just being a feeling of base existence, to an inner quality that had more value than all the riches the world could offer. Truly as the old hymn says, “my hope is in the Lord who gave Himself for me.”




  




  An Unwelcome Intrusion




  Then a couple of months after my conversion, somebody said to me “Oh, but you could lose your salvation!” My first reaction was to think that the fellow was just not knowledgeable enough in the scriptures, so I proceeded to tell Him about the gospel and its meaning, but he quoted a number of verses that made me realize that he had drawn his belief from the Bible and that he was really convinced of it from the verses he read. Worse, it sounded like he was right!




  Once I was left alone, a flood of emotions came in to cast a shadow on all the faith that I had in God and His redemption. “What do you mean I can lose my salvation? I thought that I had been saved! I thought that heaven was my destination! I thought that Jesus had paid the price for all my sins! I thought I could trust in God alone! Was I only on probation? Could sin separate me from God again? Did not Jesus die to pay the eternal penalty for all my sins? Did I have to depend on ‘me’ again?”




  An ill feeling came over me. I felt like I was let down. I was confused. I felt that instead of simply trusting God alone, I now had to look not only to Him but also to me for something that I had accepted as so very precious, and thought could only come from Him by His grace.




  The love of God and His grace and forgiveness had just been brought down a few notches. It was not as unfathomable as I had thought it was, based on what I had been told and had read in the Scriptures. Suddenly, the beautiful image I had of God and His salvation was tainted. For me, this new doctrine somehow “took away” from God. I thought to myself, “is there another Savior out there?” I really did think this.




  




  A Resolution




  Once I had recuperated from my disappointment, I settled myself in the fact that if indeed the truth is that salvation can be lost then God must have good reasons for it. At first sight, the possibility this was true did not make sense to me, but then, God is wiser. In other words, if that was the case, I would accept and submit to this doctrine and teach it as being true. But one thing was certain, either I could, or I could not, lose my salvation! It cannot be both. It is one or the other. A choice has to be made. Either God put me on probation or He has saved me for good.




  Being analytical by nature, I had to settle this for myself and decided to study the arguments from both sides in light of Scriptures “checking to see whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). I placed my view of the doctrine on the altar and went to the Bible with an open mind, praying to God. If salvation could be lost, I wanted Him to convince me in my own heart and mind by the Word, under the leading of the Holy Spirit who promised to lead us into all truth.




  This subject was to become my very first in-depth study in the scriptures; and over the years, the Lord has been gracious to sharpen my understanding of this, His greatest work, and of how to defend its truth.




  




  What a Relief




  Over the next several weeks and months, I prayerfully and objectively studied the verses that seemed to indicate that one could lose one’s salvation and found to my great relief, that they were taken out of context, misinterpreted, and out of line with the depth of purpose in the atonement as revealed in the Bible.




  To my great relief, the verses which clearly imply eternal salvation, cannot mean anything else than what they say; whereby those which seem to imply that salvation can be lost can, and do mean something else. Since then, I have continued to rest in the salvation that God purchased for me at such great cost and my heart keeps on being filled with the deepest gratitude for the unsearchable depth of His love (Ephesians 3:19).




  Over the years, by His grace, God has shown me more evidence that our salvation is eternally secure from the moment He gives us His unspeakable gift. He does this of course, when we meet the requirement of Scripture - more on this later. Thanks be to God the believer is not on probation. Many hearts have been changed. It is my prayer that you too will discover this great truth if you have believed and taught the lie that salvation can be lost. It will change your Christian life and the one of those in your realm of influence.




  




  Study to Show Thyself Approved unto God




  More needs to be said on the subject of these hard to be understood verses. If they do not mean that salvation can be lost, what do they mean? How are they to be interpreted?




  I cover a couple of them in this book but rather than give the explanation for all the verses, which would easily double the size of this volume, the Lord wanted me to present salvation for what it is with plain irrefutable truths and concepts that speak for themselves based on the Scriptures.




  These irrefutable truths and concepts will force the reader to recognize that there are no other choices but to arrive at different explanations for the verses used to teach that salvation can be lost.




  It is my prayer that as you read this book you will become convinced that indeed, once obtained according to the requirement of Scriptures, salvation is eternal and secure. With this conviction, you will discover new avenues of understanding in the will, purpose, strategy, and manifold wisdom of God.




  
CHAPTER 1


  A Very Serious Warning




  “We then, as workers together with Him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain” (2 Corinthians 6:1).




   




  

    T


  




  he first few words out of the mouth of a believer who hears another believer say he believes in eternal security (once saved always saved), is generally a statement which goes like this: “so now that I am saved I can do whatever I want." The biblical answer is an emphatic: “Absolutely not!”




  Even though Colossians 2:13-14 declares that the certificate of debt (eternal separation from God) attached to our sins was nailed to the cross, the Bible also clearly teaches that there are still very serious consequences to be borne in this life and the next by the believer, when he tolerates sin in his life.




  Just because the eternal penalty is fully paid does not mean that there are no other consequences attached to our sins! This is a principle not thought about by those who wrongfully believe that salvation can be lost.




  However it is very clear that the Bible teaches that sinful man is justified before God by grace through faith alone apart from the works of the law (Act 13:38-39; Romans 3:28; Romans 4:1-5; Ephesians 2:8; Galatians 2:16; 2:21; 3:11; and Titus 3:8-7).




  This book will provide undeniable biblical evidence that on the day of true repentance, the sinner is perfected forever (Hebrew 10:14). Once a person is saved according to the requirements of Scripture, that person is eternally secure in their salvation. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hears my word, and believes2 on Him that sent Me, has [present tense – present possession] everlasting life, and [a promise made by God Himself] shall not come into condemnation; but is passed [past tense] from death unto life” (John 5:24). “And this is the record; that God has given [completed action] to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that has the Son has the life [clear affirmation] and he that does not have the Son of God does not have the life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of God; that you may know that you have [present tense] eternal life” (1 John 5:11-13).




   




  Our Father in Heaven Has House Rules Also




  We receive the adoption as sons (Galatians 4:5) and we become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:26).




  

    	Just as an earthly father has house rules (laws), so our Father in heaven has house rules (laws). The word “law” is actually a bad translation of the word Torah which, in the Hebrew language, conveys the meaning of “instructions” or “hitting the mark.”




    	Just as an earthly father expects right conduct from his children, our Father in heaven expects right conduct from His children.




    	Just as every earthly father has grace towards his children when they disobey the house rules, our Father in heaven extends grace toward His when we break His house rules.




    	Just as an earthly father disciplines, our Father in heaven disciplines.




    	And as we will see in this chapter, just as an earthly father punishes his children when discipline no longer works, our heavenly Father also punishes His children.


  




  God’s house rules are His laws, His Torah. House rules are designed for man’s good. They are meant to keep order in the house and to protect us.




  Furthermore some of God’s house rules – His Appointed Times, discarded by traditional Christianity today – are designed for His glory. When properly explained, they serve to bring a most powerful witness to lost humanity that the One and only true God is the God of Israel. Sadly, the discarding of these Appointed Times has also caused incalculable damage to the witness God intended redeemed Gentiles to give the Jew first, that Jesus Christ is indeed His Messiah.




  While certain aspects of the law are no longer in effect today for several obvious reasons, such as sacrificial laws, and also other laws that can only be applied in a theocracy, many of God’s house rules still stand.




  We are “not under the law but under grace.” As true as these words are, they have taken a life and a meaning of their own far removed from their intended context. The tragic misunderstanding of their real meaning, and the overstretched use of “grace alone,” has also caused untold damage to one facet of the witness of the Church to the world.




  The moral decay of the West can be placed in a large part at the feet of many a shepherd who has taught the sheep of Christ that the moral compass God has given – His Law/Torah - has been nailed to the cross. A slow erosion has taken place, and as a result the Church has lost its God given mandate to serve as a preserving influence of righteousness and justice in the fabric of society. Indeed the salt has lost its savor and it is being trampled underfoot by man (Matthew 5:13).




   




  Yes, we are saved by grace alone, but grace is not a substitute for obedience




  Grace is not a license to disobey and break house rules! Be they our earthly fathers’ rules or our Father in heaven’s rules. People hear of salvation by grace and think the law is abolished. But did not Jesus Himself plainly declare “Do not think that I came to abolish the law” (Matthew 5:17). John wrote “Sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). Paul clearly said that grace must not be used as an excuse to continue in sin. “Shall we continue in sin [transgress the law] that grace may abound? God forbid! How shall we who are dead to sin live any longer therein” (Romans 6:1-2).




  Which law do you think John, and Paul were referring to when the only inspired Word they had at the moment was the so-called “Old Testament? Which law do you think Jesus was referring to when He said: “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:19). He is the one who gave the law to Moses!




   




  The Righteousness of God Cannot be Attained


  by Living by the Law




   




  And while God’s house rules are not abolished by grace, it must also be clearly understood that obeying the laws has nothing to do with attaining to the righteousness of God and eternal life. “For if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law” (Galatians 3:21). Bottom line, grace does not eliminate the commandments of God nor is it a substitute for obedience to them!




  So the statement “so now that I am saved I can do whatever I want" has no place in the biblical teaching of eternal security. This reasoning is based on 1) human wisdom and reasoning, and 2) an insufficient understanding of godly wisdom and reasoning, and 3) a teaching which is absolutely not found in the Scriptures or taught by any worthy teacher of eternal security who knows his/her Bible.




  Again, please understand clearly that while the Bible definitely teaches that grace through faith removes the eternal penalty for our sins and gives us eternal salvation, the Bible also teaches that grace does not provide impunity for born again believers who at one time or another fall into sin and continue into sin.




  For a believer who walks in the Spirit, the response when falling into sin is not a continued careless enjoyment of sin because he is under grace, but a horrified “O’ wretched man that I am” (Romans 7:24) followed by heartfelt repentance.




  For those who at one time or another continue into sin, there is a cost to pay: 1) a lack of Godly blessings in this life and 2) a lack of rewards in the next.




   




  Grave Consequences




  “So now that I am saved I can do whatever I want?" Hardly!




  Believers who willfully turn grace into licentiousness (sadly according to the Word of God some do, Jude 4) will be very sorry for their disobedience to God; potentially in this life and definitely in the life to come.




  The knowledge that - once obtained according to the requirement of Scriptures - salvation is eternal, has the effect of giving the believer a strong sense of security; and it should.
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