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Introduction




    You only have to Google Thai dating and marriage to realise that there is a huge market and business out there on the internet. A quick check before I started writing this revealed no less than 125,000 results. Of course, as in all searches the further you go down the list the more ‘related’ sites creep in, but if only a third are actual dating sites, that is still an enormous number. Yet like any market place, there is one driving factor and that is ultimately money, however much it is presented otherwise.




    If you are tempted to use one of these sites or indeed find yourself in Thailand and find a ‘nice sweet lady’ by perchance, then you should read this book before you get involved. The aim of this book as always is not to deter anybody from doing anything, but to try and ensure that they do what they do with open eyes.




    Like any market place, whilst there are plenty of legitimate businesses operating, there are plenty of scammers out there too. Moreover, whether the introduction agency is legitimate or not makes little difference to the problems that you will face trying to build and meaningful relationship with your heart’s desire.




    As in any market place, it really is a case of ‘let the buyer beware’, as once the introduction agency have made their match and got their slice of the action, they take no responsibility for what happens thereafter. It is a sad fact of life that a vast number of mixed marriages between ‘Farangs’ and Thai’s go wrong somewhere down the line and often very expensively too. So if you are thinking about entering that market place, then the token price of this book could be one of the best investments that you ever made.


  




  

    
The Market




    As much as it is a market driven by money, it is also a market driven by need, or should one say desire; a desire for something better in life. That is as true for the ‘buyers’ in the market place as it is of the ‘sellers’, although what they seek is entirely different.




    It is true to say that the majority of ‘buyers’ in the market place these days are Asian, with a huge demand particularly in China where thanks to their one child per family policy, there is a chronic imbalance in the sexual gender of the population and a dire shortage of women. Yet it is not just the Chinese that are buying, but also the Korean’s, Taiwanese and to a lesser extent, the Japanese too. However, the cream of the market remains Western men, which is why so much of the marketing is aimed in our direction; like any market, it will follow the money, and in the West there is by and large a lot more money to be had than in the East. Your average European or American is enormously wealthy by Asian standards, and that is much of the attraction to the ‘sellers’ as always.




    As for the Western buyers, in my experience they tend to have one thing in common regardless of their age and that is a failed relationship in their home countries, and indeed it seems, disillusionment with Western women. In many cases it is a failed relationship that has afforded them the opportunity to travel aboard, whether for pleasure or to seek employment, as relatively few Western expats in Thailand have a Western wife in tow and for good reason. Yet whilst that may have facilitated the opportunity to be in Thailand, it makes them vulnerable targets for a cynical business, as most are seeking something whether they realise it or not.




    The allure of Asian women is no secret. Not only are there many very attractive women across Asia, they have the allure of being exotically different from Western women; full of Eastern promise! Much of that difference is a cultural one, and whilst that certainly has some benefits, it brings with it a whole host of problems as well.




    As for the ‘sellers’ in the Thai market, the women tend to fall into two categories, the rural poor and the lower middle class, particularly in Bangkok. However, the vast majority of the women on the market place are from the former group, as simply, their financial need is greater.




    Thailand’s entertainment industry is huge and well known, but it is largely staffed by girls and women from the rural provinces in Thailand who come from poor farming families. They go to the tourist hotspots to seek their fortune and better the circumstances of their families. Whether it is Bangkok, Pattaya, Phuket, Hua Hin and any of the islands, you should remember that the women that entertain you are not there for their health but your wealth and will often stop at nothing to try and get some of it.




    The vast majority of the girls and women that chase the tourist money do so of their own free will, although they probably would not if they had any other options. Yet sadly, that is not always the case and there is still a big market in Thailand for ‘purchasing’ girls for the trade, effectively making them sex slaves. Nearly every go-go or bar will have a ‘mama san’ who is in charge of the girls that work in that establishment, and as they normally have a percentage of a girls income, they effectively act as a girl’s pimp. Moreover, a successful ‘mama san’ will often scour the provinces for pretty girls and lure them into the business with lots of false promises. Yet they can also literally buy a girl and in many cases that happens.




    It seems incredible to us with our Western values that a family should sell their daughter into the sex industry often for what we would consider to be a paltry sum of two or three thousand Euros. Yet a 100,000 baht is a lot of money to debt ridden families whose annual income may only be a third of that, so it can be a temptation that is hard to resist. It is usually the father that makes the decision, but then, it’s his daughter, so he can do as he will with her; such are the harsh realities of the rural poor. As for the ‘mama san’, she will get her investment back at least ten fold one way or another, particularly if the girl marries a farang, unless some tragedy befalls her.




    Whether the girls and women are there of their own volition or not, it will not take very long for even the sweetest, most innocent girl to be totally corrupted by the system in the industry. Indeed, the prettier and more successful they are, the more corrupted they become by their success. A good bar girl can earn a lot of money by Thai standards, far more than if they had studied for a degree and had a ordinary job. Indeed, many bar girls have done exactly that and have a day time job whilst moonlighting at nights in the hope of earning some real money.




    Yet regardless of their background, all will know that there are two ways out of the trap of working for the industry, one is to have a farang or foreigner ‘take care’ of them, and a successful girl might have several farangs taking care of her, but the dream ticket is simply to marry a farang. Either option puts Western men squarely in the sights of these women, and many are savvy enough to get themselves onto the dating websites that offer ‘nice, sweet Thai ladies’ for their customers.




    I would suggest therefore, that the greater proportion of the women available on these sites come from that category; in short they are ladies of the night and often gold diggers. I personally don’t know many Western men who would marry a prostitute in their own countries, but they seem to be able to turn a blind eye to that little fact when it comes to Thai women. Having said that, such women do have their advantages!




    Firstly and probably most importantly they will speak some English however poorly, but they will be used to using what language they know to communicate effectively. Secondly, they will doubtlessly have had some exposure to Western culture, even if it is not the best example of it. Thirdly, they will have had plenty of sexual experience and know how to please a man; it is the key weapon in their arsenal. All abilities are useful traits if a relationship has a chance of working.
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