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Embracing the Call: A Journey from Judgment to Revival


I pray that Your glory wraps around us, not to lull us into sleep but to awaken our spirits. May Your presence bestow a profound calm, revealing that what is supernatural can seamlessly blend with the ordinary. Tonight, I call upon Your magnificent presence to infuse this space. I consistently seek Your intentions, Lord, yearning not just to act but to harmonize with Your sacred plan. You've whispered of a life immersed in Your glory—a life not confined to churches or meetings but interwoven into our daily routines, in workplaces, in homes, and across the world. You are searching for souls that passionately seek You.
 However, many procrastinate, preoccupied with transient concerns—careers, possessions—unaware that these shall pass. We are summoned to focus on the everlasting, to seek the King of Kings. God is uniting a diverse congregation, bound by His Word, transcending denominational barriers. This is a generation predestined for glory, where God's presence within us influences those around us.
 I've experienced the potency of this presence, prompting unexpected confessions from strangers, a testament to God's glory shining through us. We belong to a 'new wineskin generation,' uniquely prepared for this time, ready to express the gospel's power— healing, delivering, resurrecting, and discipling.
 Yet, there's reluctance in fully equipping believers for ministry. Many churches hesitate to truly empower, fearing they might lose their congregation. But we are not meant to be mere observers. We are called to be passionate, active agents in God's mission.
 I've noted an irony in our enthusiasm. We explode with cheers for worldly triumphs yet offer lukewarm praise in God's house. This discrepancy signals a need for a deeper, truer connection with God. Even my own path has transitioned from strict religiousness to a lively, fluid faith. My views on leadership and worship have been transformed profoundly by God's intervention.
 This path isn't always comfortable. Facing the unfamiliar in worship initially unsettled me. But through openness to God's direction, I've welcomed profound spiritual experiences. We are encouraged to expand our horizons, to relinquish fixed patterns and let God move freely.
 This emerging generation, driven by love and the Holy Spirit's power, is extraordinary. They comprehend the significance and beauty of a life steeped in God's glory, of being conduits of His tangible presence in all aspects of life.
 We must be open to letting God work beyond our preconceptions, to trust in His provision and ways. The glory of God is not an abstract notion; it's a vivid, tangible reality that we are called to personify and share, not sporadically, but as our continuous state. In this, we transition from mere attendance to becoming living, active embodiments of His power and love.
 Oh, it's brisk outside. I'll take that jacket off the shelf and wear it today. But come Monday morning, when the sun comes out, we're tempted to leave it hanging. "It won't be cold again until next Sunday," we think. Similarly, God recently gave me a message for a certain group. He pointed out that many in the church are like cars in a junkyard—stationary, not moving.
 Imagine a "Junkyard Sunday" conference. The same people would be there, each claiming their usual seat. "That's my chair. Don't you dare sit there!" I recall a time in Edwardsville, IL, where I had my designated seat behind the pastor, believing it signified my importance. But then, one Sunday, a petite lady took my spot. My frustration was palpable. I realized we often care so much about our physical seat that we forget about making room for God's presence.
 Too many in the body of Christ aren't waiting on the Lord enough. Back in 2008, I fervently sought God's presence, pleading for His mighty arrival. But when I finally ran out of words, I heard God's voice: "I'm glad you're finally silent. You've been keeping me in the waiting room, not pausing long enough to let me in."
 Even in revival meetings, I've observed a rush. "Let's shout to the Lord, we have a few minutes left," they'd say. But it's not about shouting for a couple of minutes; it's about seeking God until He arrives. Sometimes, it's better to silence the preacher if it means making space for God's presence.
 The presence of the Lord should be so real to every believer. I remember a service in Springfield, IL, where I was set to preach about God's glory. The congregation was abuzz with questions, a sign that many are unaware of the true nature of God's presence. We should aim to move beyond mere emotional responses, to truly experience God.
 I'm not going to delve deep tonight, but let's touch on Exodus 33:10-14. Moses was on his way to the Promised Land, and God offered to send an angel. But Moses insisted, "Unless Your presence goes with us, I won't move." This scripture shows the value Moses placed on God's tangible presence.
 It's time for the body of Christ to realize there's more. When the presence of God descended, it wasn't a solitary experience. Everyone sensed it, saw the glory. Imagine arriving at church and finding God already waiting for you. The reason we often struggle to connect on Sundays is that we're not carrying His presence throughout the week.
 This presence envelops us completely, front, back, and all around—like the face of Yahweh. But maintaining this presence comes with a price. It affects our choices, what we watch, listen to, and think about. Every decision can either invite or diminish His presence.
 Before 2008, I'd spend hours preparing sermons. But then God shifted my approach. He'd give me a title, a scripture, and guide me through His Word. He became my concordance. This isn't about my capabilities; it's about His guidance.
 God's promise is clear: those who seek will find. His presence isn't confined to a schedule. We often limit God with our timelines, but His invitation is open. There's a potential in the younger generation to surpass the current state of worship, to truly usher in God's presence.
 We're often like that church I visited, feeling a glimpse of God's presence and then swiftly closing the door. The heavens are open, and the door in heaven remains open. It's us who often shut it. God is ready to respond to those who genuinely seek Him. Let's not be the ones to close the door on such a profound opportunity.
 Everyone seems eager to send the children to their own church, but perhaps our sanctuaries could benefit from a touch of that childlike spirit. Contrary to the notion of a silent church, my Bible speaks of a vibrant, lively worship. I recall services where a single line from my sermon would incite a ten-minute uproar of praise. It wasn't about me; it was His presence that ignited such joy.
 In the St. Louis area, we've experienced bouts of laughter during worship, reminding us that if God created humor, He surely appreciates it. He must have moments of laughter, observing us circling the same mountains, encountering the same challenges, yet He remains patient and loving.
 During one particularly jubilant service, a sweet-looking lady questioned one of our ministers, "Is this what the Son of God died for?" Overcoming his initial shock, he affirmed, "Yes, I believe so." We shout because we are victorious; Jesus has overcome. He is not on the cross, nor is He in the grave. Our worship should reflect this triumph, clapping our hands and shouting unto God with a voice of triumph.
 A lifestyle of glory brings transformation wherever we go. I recall a woman whose encounters with God would leave her laughing joyously, only to return home to her unsaved husband's anger. It was the presence of God, clashing with the absence of it in her home. Eventually, her husband joined her in revival, initially reluctant but gradually opening up to the presence of God.
 The story of Peter is a powerful testament to this transformation. From his humble beginnings to becoming a mighty carrier of God's glory, Peter's journey shows us the potential in each of us. He may have stumbled, even denied Christ, but he continually rose, eventually standing as a pillar of faith and a beacon of God's glory.
 The lifestyle of glory is not just about catching something momentarily; it's about embodying it, becoming a source of revival and awakening. Just as a single person's negativity can dampen a room, imagine the impact of someone ablaze with God's glory. That's the transformation we seek: to be so filled with His presence that we ignite revival wherever we go, whether it's our church, our home, or beyond.
 Let's not be downcast by the negatives around us. Instead, let's aspire to be so ignited by God's glory that others are drawn to the flame. Like the great saints of old, may we burn so brightly with God's presence that people are compelled to come and witness the sight. This is the lifestyle of glory—a daily, vivid expression of God's presence, sparking revival and awakening in every corner of our lives.
 The time is now to embrace a lifestyle of glory, one that not only uplifts us but also transforms the unbelievers around us. I recall the days of constantly repairing old cars, a time before God blessed me with a reliable vehicle. But even then, a seemingly mundane task like visiting AutoZone became an opportunity for divine intervention.
 God's mysterious ways led me to a burly, tattooed AutoZone employee, initially rough around the edges but gradually softened by the conversations about faith. Then, one day, God's precise timing led me to reveal a prophetic insight about a health concern he had, which turned out to be accurate. That moment of divine intervention was a turning point for him, leading him directly to embrace faith.
 These are the moments that define a lifestyle of glory. It's not just about experiencing God's presence in our lives but becoming conduits of His grace, power, and healing in the lives of others. It's about carrying the presence of God into every interaction, every dinner table, every AutoZone store. It's about allowing God's glory to touch others through us, sometimes in the most unexpected ways, leading them to laughter, healing, and profound transformation.
 This lifestyle of glory isn't confined to church walls; it's meant to spill over into our cities, transforming communities and breaking down strongholds of negativity and division. It's about rising above the criticisms, the misunderstandings, and standing firm in the knowledge that we are in the company of God's chosen ones.
 In the face of others' mistakes or falls, our role isn't to condemn but to uplift and restore. Just as we cherish the Psalms of David despite his flaws, we should extend grace and support to those who stumble. This journey is about embodying God's grace, about being carriers of His glory, not just in moments of worship but in every aspect of our lives, showing the world the transformative, healing power of a life lived in His radiant presence.
 Sometimes, individuals might arrive at church still reeking of last night's choices, but the important thing is, they made it. I've witnessed people find salvation in that very state because, paradoxically, their inebriation led them to a place of worship. They walk in, and perhaps, in some peculiar way, they blend in with our congregations, distinguished only by their scent.
 We often see newcomers, carrying the weight of their struggles, and instead of welcoming them, we judge. "They're not as polished as us," we think, ignoring our own hidden faults while magnifying theirs. But that's a sermon for another day, isn't it?
 Today, we're here to fully embrace the glory of God, to release every earthly tether. When revival dawned upon me, I had it all—friends, wealth, comfort. Then I heard the Lord's whisper, "It's going to cost you to maintain this." Suddenly, friends began to drift, criticizing the frequency of my worship. "Too much church," they said. But as God's presence intensified, so did the departures. The presence of God, the pursuit of revival, it demands a price. Yet, the value it brings is immeasurable.
 So now, we stand at a crossroads, with a song titled 'Yes' resonating in the background. It's not a response to me, but to Him. And after that first 'yes,' you'll find yourself saying it again and again. This affirmation sets the stage for where we're headed tonight. Are you prepared to embrace what's to come?
 Remember, it's not about remembering my name. What matters is your recognition of this pivotal moment. This is the time to commit, to differentiate the sheep from the goats. Which one are you? Will you flow with God's current, or resist it? The decision is yours.
 This message is especially for you. I sense the struggle, the challenge of navigating amidst the goats. But remember, once I was a goat too. I've learned being a sheep is far more rewarding, even if it challenges the grammar teachers among us. Speaking of which, 'ain't' wasn't considered a word back in my school days, but now it's in the dictionary. Go figure. I guess it's a sign that things, including us, can indeed transform. So let's embrace that change. Hallelujah, let's get ready to say 'yes' to God's glorious plan.
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