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PREFACE


Prophets have been used by God throughout the ages to speak His word to His people. A prophet is one who speaks on behalf of God based on what he receives from Him. However, we see from Scripture that God communicates to His prophets in a variety of ways. 


Sometimes, the prophets would see events, whether past or future. The Lord would show them events in such a way that it would be as though they witnessed them before their very eyes. The Lord also reveals Himself to His prophets through dreams or through the hearing of His voice. These different ways of communication are brought out in Isaiah 30:10 where it says that the prophet declares the ways of the Lord to the people, while the seer witnesses future events.


Not only are they the mouthpieces of God, but they are also called the friends of God. Jesus said to His disciples in John 15:15, “…I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.” Those who are called friends of God receive the revelation of God’s plans. He reveals His will to those He can trust–those who are committed to hearing and obeying His voice. 


Amos 3:7 declares, “Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” God’s purpose in using men and women as His mouthpiece is to confirm His testimony to His people. A biblical law is established in Deuteronomy 19:15, stating that a testimony is confirmed in the mouth of two or three witnesses. Thus, God entrusted His message to the prophets to deliver to His people, showing that the word was faithful and would indeed come to pass. 


The Lord used many people throughout the Bible to deliver His word to Israel. Some of these prophets were commanded to write the word of the Lord as it came to them, thus creating the prophetic books of the Bible as we know them.


The books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel are entitled the Major Prophets. Twelve additional books are entitled the Minor Prophets—Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. These 16 prophets are termed the writing prophets. Moses, who wrote the first five books of the Bible (entitled the Pentateuch) as well as Psalm 90, must also be included in this group. 


In addition to the Major and Minor prophets, there are numerous prophets in both Testaments who do not have books attributed to them. Some are identified, while others are not. Among the former are the notable prophets, Elijah and Elisha. While our study of Old and New Testament prophets is not comprehensive, we have included those who made a recorded mark on life. 


The prophets not only declared their message, they also embodied their message. Because God is a God of variety and because He gave them different messages, the prophets also differed one from another. Therefore, we should heed the admonition of the Apostle Paul when he said that we are not wise to compare ourselves with one another (2 Cor. 10:12) because God did not make us alike. Rather than comparing ourselves with one another, let us rather measure ourselves to the Chief Cornerstone, our Lord Jesus Christ.




PART ONE: THE MINISTRY OF THE PROPHET


THE FIVE-FOLD MINISTRY


The prophetic ministry is a gift of Christ to His Body, along with those of the apostle, evangelist, pastor, and teacher (Eph. 4:11). We will briefly consider the other four ministries so that we may see the place of the New Testament prophet in context. 



The Apostle


In Romans 16:7, Paul said, “Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.” It is clear that there were many New Testament apostles.


The title of ‘apostle’ literally means “a sent one,” for he is the messenger and ambassador sent by the Lord. As such, he will not hesitate to declare the whole counsel of the Lord. He is the resolute exponent of truth and the wise master builder who lays the foundation of a church or fellowship. However, we must keep in mind that the Lord Jesus is the Chief Cornerstone. The apostle will seek to take all spiritual measurements of the work so that in every aspect of his ministry and churches which he establishes, Christ is lifted up and portrayed.


Defending his own apostleship, Paul makes these comments on an apostle: “Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are not ye my work in the Lord?” (1 Cor. 9:1). “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16). “And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you” (1 Cor. 9:23). 


Remembering that an apostle must be an example to others, he continues by saying: “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9:24-27).


More than all of the others, apostles know more of the fellowship of the sufferings of Christ in order to release the life of Christ to His Body, as Paul relates in 2 Corinthians 1:5-6: “For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.”



The Evangelist


This ministry of the evangelist is essentially associated with winning souls for Christ. He is one of whom John Bunyan writes, as “having the word of God in his hand, his back to the world, will warn with all gravity, men and women to forsake their sins and turn into the way everlasting” (Bunyan, 1678, Part 1, p. 137). He emphasises that we must be born again, and that unless we are, we will not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. He has a passion to win the lost and an understanding and compassion for their plight. He is one in whom the zeal of God burns brightly, and who spends time interceding for the lost before the throne of God. Often, he will be endowed with the gift of healing that will confirm his message.



The Pastor


The pastor is the shepherd who guides and cares for the flock of God, as does a shepherd with his sheep. He needs vision to lead them gently into fresh truth, feeding them with the finest of the wheat. He must be a man possessed of immense patience and longsuffering, because the sheep of God, like the shepherd’s sheep, have a propensity to err from the path. They have their own mindset. Even after they have been warned many times in loving-kindness by their pastor, they will still fall into horrible pits from which they must be rescued. The heart of the pastor could well be compared to that of the father of the prodigal son, whose arms were open wide to receive him back again after he had come to his senses (Lk. 15:17-20). The pastor has a heart for the backslider and ever seeks his restoration.



The Teacher


The teacher is the one who, like Naphtali of old, gives goodly words. He seeks to lay a sound foundation of the principles of Christ in the believer’s life. From this foundation, little by little, he leads those whom he is teaching into the deeper truths of the Word of God. For the teacher, the following maxim of John Cotton Dana is well worth remembering: “Who dares to teach others must never cease to learn” (A Dictionary of Quotations, 1989). The teacher’s life is one of seeking fresh truth to reveal unto others. 


This structure of the New Testament Church is the pattern by which the saints are perfected for the work of the ministry to which the Lord has appointed them. The fivefold ministry is to bring the Church to the unity of the faith, and to the knowledge of Jesus, so that we attain spiritual maturity, and manifest the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13).



The Prophet


We will now study the ministry of the New Testament prophet. First, we must look carefully where the word “prophet” is used in the New Testament. In Acts 13:1-2, it is used to describe a group of ministers who are gathered along with teachers in seeking the Lord by prayer and fasting. Then specifically we are told the names of some of the prophets in the Early Church: “And Judas and Silas, being prophets themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them” (Acts 15:32).


This also gives us an understanding of the ministry of the New Testament prophet, which is to exhort and confirm the will and message of God. The title “prophet” is also accorded to those who have the gift of prophecy, as we see in 1 Corinthians 14:29: “Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.” From the following passages, we might say that the role of the prophet has been diminished from its Old Testament counterpart. The Old Testament prophet’s word was unchallenged and was accepted in most cases as direction for a given situation, whether it was for a nation, a king, an individual, or an army. Nonetheless, there are striking similarities. Both Old and New Testament prophets foretold national disasters and gave sombre warnings to individuals, as in the case of Agabus in the New Testament (Acts 11:28; 21:10).


There is a distinct difference between those who have the gift of prophecy and those with the ministry gift of prophet. The gift of prophecy is bestowed by the Holy Spirit. His range of prophecy will fall into the category of edification, exhortation, and comfort as specified by Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:3. The ministry gift of a prophet is given by Christ (Eph. 4:11) and the scope of his ministry would indeed encompass warning of national disasters as well as giving direction for individuals.




THE PERSON OF THE PROPHET


The prophets of the Bible lived like normal individuals and were used by the Lord to bring His message to their generations at appointed times. There is a phrase often repeated in connection with these prophets: “And the word of the Lord came unto …” Thus, God chooses to speak to the prophet, and he, in turn, faithfully delivers that word to those to whom God sends him at a particular time.


They might be compared to the keys of a piano keyboard, which are struck by the master musician at precise moments to produce a symphonic message from God to His people. For example, in just three months, three messages were given to Haggai, comprising the sum total of his book. Zechariah was given eight visions of the night, which he related in the first six chapters of his book. Jeremiah prophesied intermittently during the reigns of five kings of Judah, from Josiah to Zedekiah. 


There was no set pattern for the prophets. They came from all walks of life, but they were all set apart for a holy life. Amos, probably the poorest, heard the voice of the Lord: “Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit: And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel” (Amos 7:14-15). Amos had two jobs: following and caring for the cattle, and gathering the sycamore fruit, which was the food of the poorest in the land.


Then there are those, who like Moses, Isaiah, and Daniel, came from the kings’ palaces. Some were highly educated, while others were seemingly ignorant of this world’s graces. The Lord selected men from different backgrounds to be His own eternal companions when He chose Moses (raised as prince in Egypt, and conversant with all the wisdom of this world) and Elijah (who was clothed in the poorest of raiment).


Let us concentrate upon those who made full use of the ministry the Lord gave them, bearing in mind the words of the Apostle Paul, who said he received his ministry because God counted him faithful (1 Tim. 1:12). May we seek to emulate those who are called, chosen, and faithful, who follow the Lord wherever He goes (Rev. 17:14). 



Holiness


It is a fact that a number of the prophets were priests, and that is a distinct advantage because with priests, there is a love of holiness. Jeremiah, Samuel, and Ezekiel were all priests and prophets who loved holiness. That is really essential with the prophetic ministry because part of this ministry involves reprimanding people for sin, and someone who reprimands others for sin must live a holy life himself. That is the point I want to emphasize very much indeed. The prophet has to be without fault in the area in which he reproves others. We cannot tell others not to smoke when we smoke ourselves. Otherwise, our message will have very little impetus; people are not going to listen. The prophet must therefore live a holy life, walking day by day in close contact with his Lord, having his head anointed with fresh oil. He lives in the Word and esteems the Scriptures more important than his daily food (Job 23:12).


The prophet not only reprimands others for sin, but he also sets before the people a vision and goal, revealing to them what the Lord will do if they would repent. We see an example of this in Jeremiah 17:24-25 where the Lord said through Jeremiah, “And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the LORD, to bring in no burden through the gates of this city on the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no work therein; Then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever.”



Courage


It is unfortunate that in the Word of God, we find prophets who are outstanding in their lives and ministries, and yet they have to deal with contention from false prophets and backslidden people. For example, the Lord sent the prophet Jeremiah to a people who would oppose him and oppose God. At that time, Israel was a backslidden, religious nation, and backslidden people are often very opposed to correction. (We see similarities with the Church today where there is often resistance to the Word of the Lord because these are people who have known the truth but have refused it.) 


This is what the Lord said to Jeremiah: “…Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD” (Jer. 1:7-8). The prophet has to be courageous, delivering what he hears from God, whether the people like hearing what is spoken or not. Not only that, the prophet must be also courageous to do everything according to the law. In other words, he must deliver the whole message of God without compromise.


It may actually take more courage to do everything according to the law than to battle against the enemy. That is why the Lord encouraged Joshua in this manner even though there were battles he had to fight: “Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest” (Josh. 1:7).



Costly Obedience


There is a tremendous price paid by a prophet for his ministry. He often has to learn obedience by the things he suffers from the hand of God, in the midst of loneliness in God-ordained desert experiences. His light might shine for but a brief moment of time, as with Haggai, or for decades as with Hosea. But who would desire the life of Hosea who himself became a sign unto the nation by having to marry an unfaithful wife, and then after she had been spoiled by many men, by having to receive her back? This was Israel in the sight of God, an unfaithful wife whom He, the Lord, was willing to take back again.


Often, the prophet was a sign to the people, as in the following situations in the lives of the Lord’s chosen ones, Isaiah and Ezekiel: 


Isaiah walked naked and barefoot for three years as a sign to Israel: “At the same time spake the LORD by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot. And the LORD said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia; So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt” (Isa. 20:2-4).


Ezekiel was told that he must not mourn for the death of his wife: “Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down. Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men. So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded…Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD” (Ezek. 24:16-18, 24).


God caused Ezekiel to become dumb for about seven years. The Lord said to him, “And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious house. But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious house” (Ezek. 3:26-27).


He was also a sign of the coming siege and overthrow of Jerusalem, portraying this event by visual signs. In the course of this, Ezekiel had to lie upon his left side for 390 days, bearing the iniquity and sin of the Ten Northern Tribes, and upon his right side for 40 days, bearing the iniquity and sin of Judah (Ezek. 4:1-8). We might cite other situations into which prophets have been placed because of their ministries, such as Daniel being thrown in the lion’s den, and Jeremiah suffering imprisonment. 


In commenting upon the lot of a prophet, the Lord said that he was not without honour, save in his own country and his own house where there is often a reproach (Mt. 13:57). How true of Ezekiel who was told: “For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel; Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee” (Ezek. 3:5, 6).


A prophet also has to overcome his own heart’s desires, as did Jonah. He was sent to prophesy unto Nineveh of judgment, being fully aware that they would repent and God would spare them. He and his own land of Israel had suffered so much at the hands of the Assyrians that he desired their judgment and punishment. It took three days and three nights in the belly of the whale for Jonah to be willing to fulfil his God-given task (Jon. 1:17-2:10). Even after prophesying to Nineveh, he still hoped for God’s judgment to fall (Jon. 3:10-4:1). The Lord had to deal with his heart so that he would forgive his enemies and desire their salvation. 


These few examples portray the high degree of consecration and testing that the prophets were required to endure.




THE MINISTRY GIFT OF THE PROPHET


We want to look now at the practical outworking of the ministry of a prophet. We understand that this ministry is given by the Lord Himself. Therefore, it cannot be bought or even desired. It is divinely determined before the foundation of the world, as the Lord said to Jeremiah, “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations” (Jer. 1:5).


The geographic boundaries or influences of a prophetic ministry are also determined by God. There are those who function perhaps in their local church or fellowship. Some minister beyond those boundaries to an entire nation, while others have continental ministries. 



GOD-GIVEN AUTHORITY TO DESTROY AND TO BUILD


Another aspect of the ministry of the prophet is brought out in Jeremiah 1:10 when the Lord said to Jeremiah, “See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.”


Here, we see that the prophet has the God-given authority to destroy and to build in the Spirit. There are four little phrases that speak of destruction—rooting out of sin, pulling down, destroying and throwing down of sin. 


A major part of the prophetic ministry is to root out sin. This can be likened to a building that is beyond repair, perhaps because it has a bad foundation. We have to destroy the whole thing and build afresh. This was brought home to me vividly on one occasion when I was in a church in Seattle, Washington. The pastor said to me, “In this church, we seem to only go so far spiritually; it is as if we cannot move beyond a certain point.” I found myself being led by the Holy Spirit to say, “If you want this church to go on, you have to destroy the building. There is leprosy in the building. It cannot be washed out.” I did not know anything about the previous situations in the church. Afterwards I was told that the previous pastor had an immoral relationship with the secretary in that church, and this had defiled the building so that they could not progress spiritually. 


On another occasion, I went to a church and was told that they were having trouble with spirits coming at night. We prayed and felt led to ask, “What kind of ground did you build upon?” As it turned out, they had built on a burial plot, and the spirits of the dead were troubling people in the church. The solution was to sell the building to a secular organization and build the church elsewhere.


When my friend and I were in Berlin, Germany, we felt led by the Lord to go to Greece. We met up with a contact in Athens but we still felt that we were not in the right place. He then put us in touch with another pastor up north in a little town at the foot of Mount Olympus. Together, we fasted and prayed for ten days and things began to be revealed and dealt with in the church. It then transpired that prior to our arrival, a godly woman in the church came to the pastor. She had received a vision from the Lord. In this vision, she saw two fair-skinned men coming into the church, taking water and scrubbing down the walls of the church. She then said that the Lord told her to pray that these two men come. The church fasted and prayed, and our visit was the fulfilment of those prayers. After God had cleansed the church spiritually, the church came into revival. 


At times, it could be a pulling down of connections. I remember that in a certain country, some people had risen up against the pastor and they wanted him to leave. I wrote to the pastor, saying, “This is of the Lord. God is separating you from these people. If you have them in the leadership, you cannot bring the church to perfection.”


The prophet also has God-given authority to build and plant. After that important step of spiritual cleansing, it is easy to build and plant. We see an example of this in Jeremiah 30:18 when the Lord speaks through him, giving precious promises of restoration following the period of Babylonian captivity: “Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will bring again the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy on his dwelling places; and the city shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain after the manner thereof.” Then again, in Jeremiah 31:44, the Lord declares His plans for a new covenant through which He will write His laws upon the hearts of His people. 



HOW GOD COMMUNICATES TO HIS PROPHETS



Receiving Through Visions


Originally, a prophet was called a seer. In 1 Samuel 9:9, it says, “(Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to enquire of God, thus he spake, Come, and let us go to the seer: for he that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.)” This is because one way God communicates to His prophets is through visions: “…If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream” (Num. 12:6).


The prophet Isaiah received open visions from the Lord; he saw events happening as if they were on a television screen: “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah” (Isa. 1:1). While televisions can show us the past and present, they cannot show us the future. But God can reveal to us the future in such a way that it is as if it is happening before our very eyes. That ability is passed on to the prophet, and in this case, Isaiah was going to be shown what would happen to Judah and Jerusalem. He had an extraordinary prophetic range. That is primarily how Isaiah ministered; God showed him and therefore he declared what he saw. 


Isaiah had some extraordinary experiences in the area of vision: “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple… Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:1, 5-8). Here, Isaiah saw these things but he also heard a voice from the throne. 


The Lord also spoke to the prophet Jeremiah through visions: “Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land.” Here, God showed Jeremiah in symbolic form His judgment for the wickedness and idolatry of Jerusalem and Judah—the future siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. 


When I was a student in Bible school, God was very gracious at times to give me a prophetic word for the church congregation. One particular evening before the service, I was cycling and I had a vision. In this vision, I saw one of the ladies from church in her home, setting the table for the evening meal. She was not speaking out loud but I knew that in her heart she was saying, “Lord if that message is for me, have that young man speak or look at me or contact me.” Then when we were in church, she was seated in front, and I was seated halfway back. During the time allotted for prophecy, we made eye contact and I nodded to her. She was happy because she knew that the Lord had spoken. 


A very godly pastor in the north of England told me this story. He was generally accustomed to preaching without notes, which is not always the wisest thing to do because one tends to ramble. On one occasion, when he was in the middle of his sermon, he asked the Lord, “Where am I going with this message? Lord, please give me something.”


God was gracious to him and gave him a vision where he was shown a large tenement house. These houses would be about five floors with no elevator, and a communal garden. There were no electric washers or dryers in those days. The laundry had to be hand washed and brought down to the garden to be hung and dried. Each family would have their prescribed wash day. 


In the vision, he saw a lady who lived on the fifth floor. She had with her a large mound of washing, and just as she was about to hang them out in the communal garden, she was amazed to see that someone else’s washing was hung out. She gave the other lady a good piece of her mind, and then came to church. The pastor then said, “Suppose there was a member of the congregation, and she discovered all that, what should her attitude be? She should have blessed the lady who used the line and carried up her washing for another day.” 


At the end of the service, he was met by an irate lady who said, “Pastor, who told you?” The pastor said, “What do you mean, Sister?” She said, “Who told you all about me – about your message and the washing?” The pastor said, “The Lord was watching you, Sister; that was quite un-Christ like behaviour.” Incidentally, nobody would go to that church unless they had their life in order before the Lord, otherwise it would come out in prophecy. 


At times a vision has been given, sometimes days before the opportunity to declare the message. For instance, the Lord once told me that the Church would divide on the question of divorce and remarriage. On that occasion, I saw the pure stream of the river of God divide, one stream going to the right and becoming murkier and murkier until it became pitch black and filled with all kinds of unclean creatures going down into hell. The other became even more pure, going, as it were, up to the very right hand of Him who sits upon the throne.



Hearing the Voice of God


There are times when God speaks to us; it can be audibly, but more often it is in a still, small voice in our spirit. The prophet Jeremiah heard from the Lord as we read in Jeremiah 36:1-2, “And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day.” When Jeremiah spoke the words of the Lord, Baruch his scribe recorded those words in writing (Jer. 36:17-8).


When the word of the Lord comes to our heart, it may come gently yet persistently. At one time, the Lord was speaking to me, and I was not sure if it was the Lord or another spirit. Then the principal of the Bible College (where I was a student at that time) gave a prophetic word. The intent was as follows: “When I the Lord speak, that word remains.” Well, that word did remain; so I knew it was the Lord who had spoken to me. 


The Lord is a God of variety; therefore, I have experienced other expressions of His prophetic flow. While sometimes the Lord may speak into our ears, at other times, we may find that His word is upon our tongue. 


On one occasion, I was invited to say a few words of greetings to a convention. I was unexpectedly called to the platform by the chairman of the meeting as I entered the building. When I asked the Lord what I should say as I waited to be introduced, the Lord said, “I will speak through you when you are at the microphone.” Imagine my surprise when I was at the microphone in the 1970’s to find myself announcing with great authority that the doors of China would open to the West. The congregation enthusiastically clapped, but I could have wished the floor to have opened up at that moment. However, that same night, taken as a confirmation by many, President Nixon announced on television that he was sending a table tennis team to play in Beijing. Whatever anyone else may think of that president, I was certainly very grateful to him for what I felt was a very timely announcement! 


On other occasions, I have seen words or phrases before my eyes, and I have had to start to say them, after which a flow of words and thoughts then comes to express the message of the Lord. 


So, dear ones, the Lord can speak in many different ways. Even in our normal, everyday conversations, the Lord can start a prophetic flow from our lips, bringing life and refreshing as well as instruction to those with whom we are speaking. 



Object Lessons


Sometimes God gives illustrations to emphasize a truth. In Jeremiah 18:2, for example, God spoke to the prophet Jeremiah by instructing him to go to the potter’s house where He would cause him to hear His words. “Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it” (Jer. 18:3-4). 


Like the masters in any trade, the potter loves his trade. For example, a cook loves cooking; there is a rapport between the cook and his dish. It is fascinating to watch the master chefs at work. Their movements were almost timed and they moved sparingly. Every action counted, they knew exactly what they were going to do. 


We must understand that the potter likewise has an affinity with that clay. He does not just take a piece of clay and start working. He has had the clay for some time and he is allowing it to season and mature. He is identified with it and loves it. It is very precious to him. When he has got this treasured piece of clay on the wheel, and finds a previously undetected flaw that has marred the vessel, he does not throw that piece of clay away. It is so important to him because he loves it. He uses that piece of clay to form another vessel. 


God uses this illustration to speak to Israel through Jeremiah: “O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel” (Jer. 18:6). That is what the Lord does in our lives if we do not flow with what He wants. God did not throw away Israel. In His longsuffering, He made it another nation but not according to His original plans. So it will only be in the Millennium that Israel will take its rightful place amongst the nations. Likewise in our lives, if we have made wrong choices so that God’s original purposes for our lives cannot be fulfilled, God does not want to throw us away. Instead, He is willing to make us another vessel – one that will please Him.


Thus we see that God speaks to His prophets in a variety of ways, sometimes depending on how they learn—some learn visually, and others by hearing. For some, it is through illustrations or visions. For others, the word of God is in their mouth or deposited in their hearts. 
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