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  Introduction




  “Life is something extraordinary.”1 Life in any form is precious and invaluable. The significance of life is living. Be it of human beings, animals, plants or any other species in the universe — life is nothing less than living. Many people live their lives without ever reflecting on life itself or its meaning for them. Their lives may be full of activities. They may marry, have children, run a business, or become professionals or artists, without ever obtaining any degree of understanding of why they do these things. Their lives have no overall purpose to give meaning to separate events, and they may have no clear idea of their own nature or identity, of who they really are. Human existence tops all other species with peculiar nature of reasoning.




  But if plants are the organisms that feed and grow, and animals are the organisms that feel and sense, what functions has man in the scheme of things? Aristotle's answer was that reason alone distinguishes human beings, and the good for man must in some way involve our reasoning faculty.2 Descartes says, “Humans are the rational beings (‘thing that thinks’).”3 Hence, he notes that human being's purpose in living must be connected with the proper use of this central and primary ability.




  The meaning of life or purpose of life is a concept that provides an answer to the philosophical question concerning the significance of life or existence in general. It can be expressed through answering a variety of related questions, such as "Why are we here?" "What is life all about?" “What is the purpose of life” and "What is the meaning of life?" It has been the subject of much philosophical, scientific, and theological speculation throughout the history. There have been a large number of theories to these questions from many different cultural and ideological backgrounds.4




  The meaning of life as a human being is deeply entrenched in the philosophical and religious concepts of existence, social ties, consciousness, and happiness etc… The value of the question pertaining to the purpose of life as a human being may coincide with the achievement of ultimate reality, or a feeling of oneness, or even a feeling of sacredness.5 Christianity postulates purpose of human life is to love God and thereby attain heaven. Similarly, Hinduism postulates the purpose of human life as realizing the fundamental truth about oneself — "Tat Tvam Asi." All religions and philosophers propagate spiritual or metaphysical ends of the purpose of human life. But, an existentialist point of view is to look where people find meaning in life because one's life arises only after one comes to existence (existence precedes essence).6 And to a pragmatist meaning of life is discoverable only via experience.




  The question of the destiny of our lives is very serious, as it concerns the most important question for human being for what purpose are we here on earth? If human being takes a correct stance on this issue; if he finds his true destiny; then he will be able to take a correct viewpoint in relation to particular questions that arise in our daily life; in our relationships with our fellow men; in our studies, profession, marriage and the bearing and upbringing of children. If he does not relate correctly to this basic issue, then he will also fail in life’s particular purposes, for what meaning can a particular purpose have if human life as a whole has no meaning?




  Interestingly in this research on CSR and its impact on society, purpose of human life plays a significant role in establishing the purpose of human existence. So this book will make an attempt to establish the purpose of human life from a commoner’s perspective delving into the nuances of responsibility to the self and to the society (to the other).
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