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Return to the loving embrace of a forgiving Father

The word conjures up all kinds of feelings, mostly good. For some, if not many, it speaks of a place of safety, family, friendship, good times, laughter and joy. Granted, for some “home” reminds of dark times, torment, abuse, violence and prison.

The reality is that we all have known homes of some other kind. Some are born into a home, others are placed in a home. A home is supposed to be a shelter from the storms of life, yet sadly for some, there are worst monsters within than without in the world. 

God promises us an eternal home. He promises to make a home within us. All of us have been created by God, and our ‘home’ is with God. John 14 says, “23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.“ Glory to God, God wants to dwell with us, here and forever!  

To speak of a ‘home’ will remind of a place of joy and love, while for others it is the nightmare that devours. Yet, the eternal ‘home’ that God provides is void of darkness, trouble, strife, monsters, pain, illness, sadness, or bitterness. For those in whom God makes a home, they shall experience His love, joy, peace, strength and contentment. To be honest, a lot of people find it difficult to equate God’s home with a place of kindness and grace because of their childhood struggles. Just as so many have endured a difficult relationship with their biological or even foster father, just so they will struggle to relate to God as a good and faithful heavenly Father. One understands that for some it is not easy to “buy into the idea” that God is good, a loving Father, and His home is beautiful, and without suffering. Yet, the truth will not alter or change because God is good, He is kind, He is love and He wants all of us to experience His grace.

It has been some time since God has shown this picture of Himself being a loving Father calling His children home. Psalm 139 says, “13 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. 14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.” 

We have all been created by God. None of us are a mistake. For our life to find true meaning, it is about making our way “home” to our Creator. Jesus came to make this journey possible, for it says in “John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

Glory to God, He is the Creator of all on earth. And He calls us all “home”. And the Lord has shown over the years a house with a light shining inside. And this house is beautifully nestled in a beautiful valley, surrounded by flowers, trees and a river. It is a place of rest, of hope, and therefore, a shelter from the storm. The house represents God, for He calls us to find the right path again that will lead us back to Him. And God reminds us that there is always a light shining to lead us home and that God is always waiting for us to welcome us with open arms. 

Before we walk down the path, there is a farm gate, which reminds us that we come to the Father through Jesus who is the door (John 10). Our divine journey of peace, acceptance, hope, love and forgiveness begins with Christ. As we enter through the gate (Christ), we walk God’s path of the redeemed, and such a path only leads to goodness. It is the path where our cup overflows and where mercy will always follow us (Psalm 23). 

It is the path of the Good Shepherd. It is the path of healing, restoration, salvation, and eternal glory with God.

The peaceful setting for the house reminds me of Psalm 23 which says, “1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” We must find and walk the path of God for such a path leads us home. Matthew 7 says, “13 Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”

Jeremiah 6:16 says, “1 Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it; then you will find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ Every one of us has a choice that we must make – either follow the path of God or follow the path of the world. The path of God leads to the light, to safety, to love, and to peace. The path of the world leads to darkness, strife, confusion and fear. 

The home God offers is a refuge, a shelter, a place of hope, safety and beauty. Of God, we read in “Psalm 144: 2 My lovingkindness and my fortress, My high tower and my deliverer, My shield and the One in whom I take refuge, who subdues my people under me.” Moses writes in “Psalm 91: 1 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.” Psalm 62:8 declares, “Trust in Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.”

It reminds of the yellow brick road in the film the Wizard of Oz. The road that leads to Oz speaks of the road to success or happiness. I signifies a course of action that a person takes believing that it will lead to good things. God’s narrow way leads to our eternal ‘Oz”, for it does lead to good things and joy. It is a road where we find life and joy in the here and now with God, but also eternal bliss in our divine home. 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son is found in Luke chapter 15, verses 11-32. The main character in the parable, the forgiving father, whose character remains constant throughout the story, is a picture of God. In telling the story, Jesus identifies Himself with God in His loving attitude to the lost. The major theme of this parable seems not to be so much the conversion of the sinner, as in the previous two parables of Luke 15, but rather the restoration of a believer into fellowship with the Father. In the first two parables, the owner went out to look for what was lost (Luke 15:1-10), whereas in this story the father waits and watches eagerly for his son’s return. We see a progression through the three parables from the relationship of one in a hundred (Luke 15:1-7), to one in ten (Luke 15:8-10), to one in one (Luke 15:11-32), demonstrating God’s love for each individual and His personal attentiveness towards all humanity. We see in this story the graciousness of the father overshadowing the sinfulness of the son, as it is the memory of the father’s goodness that brings the prodigal son to repentance (Romans 2:4).

The parable of the prodigal son is all about returning ‘home’. It is all about finding the yellow brick road to return to God, and, therefore, to be reconciled with a loving and faithful Father. Indeed, God will never leave or forsake us. He still calls us home. Yes, we are all like the prodigal son who has wandered away from our Father to explore the world. It is only when we realise that this world offers selfish, shallow fulfilment that we seek and yearn for true contentment only to be found in god.  At one stage in the parable the prodigal son hits hard times, even willing to eat pig’s food. He realised even such unclean animals seemed to be better off than he was at this point. This is when the son begins to reflect on his condition and realises that even his father’s servants had it better than he did. His painful circumstances help him to see his father in a new light and bring him hope (Psalm 147:11; Isaiah 40:30-31; Romans 8:24-25; 1 Timothy 4:10). 

It is indeed glorious news when the sinner discovers the destitute condition of his life because of sin and that the world offers little joy! It is a realisation that, apart from God, there is no hope (Ephesians 2:12; 2 Timothy 2:25-26). This is when a repentant sinner “comes to his senses” and longs to return to the state of fellowship with God which was lost when Adam sinned (Genesis 3:8).

The son was willing to give up his rights as his father’s son just to go ‘home’. He was prepared to be a servant (slave). His actions demonstrate true humility and true repentance, not based on what he said but on what he was willing to do and eventually acted upon (Acts 26:20). He realises he had no right to claim a blessing upon return to his father’s household, nor does he have anything to offer, except a life of service, in repentance of his previous actions. With that, he is prepared to fall at his father’s feet and hope for forgiveness and mercy. This is exactly what conversion is all about: ending a life of slavery to sin through confession to the Father and faith in Jesus Christ and becoming a slave to righteousness, offering one’s body as a living sacrifice (1 John 1:9; Romans 6:6-18; 12:1).

Jesus portrays the Father as waiting for his son, perhaps daily searching the distant road, hoping for his appearance. The father notices him while he was still a long way off. The father’s compassion assumes some knowledge of the son’s pitiful state, possibly from reports sent home. Yes, the father in this story runs to his wayward child because he loved him and was eager to show him that love and restore the relationship. When the father reaches his son, not only does he throw his arms around him, but he also greets him with a kiss of love (1 Peter 5:14). 

He is so filled with joy at his son’s return that he doesn’t even let him finish his confession. Nor does he question or lecture him; instead, he unconditionally forgives him and accepts him back into fellowship. The father running to his son, greeting him with a kiss and ordering the celebration is a picture of how our Heavenly Father feels towards sinners who repent. God greatly loves us, and patiently waits for us to repent so he can show us His great mercy, because he does not want any to perish nor escape as though by the fire (Ephesians 2:1-10; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Corinthians 3:15).

This prodigal son was satisfied to return home as a slave, but to his surprise and delight is restored to the full privilege of being his father’s son. He had been transformed from a state of destitution to a complete restoration. That is what God’s grace does for a penitent sinner (Psalm 40:2; 103:4). Not only are we forgiven, but we receive a spirit of sonship as His children, heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, of His incomparable riches (Romans 8:16-17; Ephesians 1:18-19). The father then orders the servants to bring the best robe, no doubt one of his own (a sign of dignity and honor, proof of the prodigal’s acceptance back into the family), a ring for the son’s hand (a sign of authority and sonship) and sandals for his feet (a sign of not being a servant, as servants did not wear shoes—or, for that matter, rings or expensive clothing, vs.22).

All these things represent what we receive in Christ upon salvation: the robe of the Redeemer’s righteousness (Isaiah 61:10), the privilege of partaking of the Spirit of adoption (Ephesians 1:5), and feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace, prepared to walk in the ways of holiness (Ephesians 6:15). Yes, we serve an awesome God!

It doesn’t matter what we have done, we can all go home. This world is cruel, wicked and filled with greed, selfishness, fear and anger, yet there is a better life with God. In this world, we so often land up with the ‘pigs’, and we are called to grovel, to beg and to scratch to survive. Psalm 37:25 says, “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.” In this world, we shall often know rejection, heartache, betrayal and abuse. Not so with God. He calls us to feast and dines with Him at His table. He offers us a place of love, safety, and provision. He is a good Father. If we make our home with God, we shall know true love, not hate, and we shall know acceptance, recognition and peace. For this world cannot offer the peace that God offers, for God’s peace surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:7).

We may have done terrible things, and so often we think there is no hope or forgiveness. We struggle at times to deal with our inner demons and to find rest from the internal storms, yet such peace only rests with God. He forgives us, no matter what we have done.  Paul writes in “Ephesians 6:20: for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak,” and also “2 Corinthians 5:20: Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” 

It also says in “2 Corinthians 5: And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” Not only do we come home, but we become an ambassador (not a slave) of God’s Kingdom. Paul reminds us that when we are redeemed by the Blood of Jesus that we are ambassadors of the Kingdom of God. Once you are such an ambassador, you carry a spiritual passport showing that you are a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Jesus died so that we all as the lost can be saved. Such an important truth we must never forget. It must burn in us for it is the bedrock of the Gospel. All people need to be saved and redeemed. Colossians 1 speaks of how “13 He [Jesus] has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” Paul continues to write in the same chapter: “19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.”

Glory to God! We can ALL be reconciled with God, meaning coming home to the house where the light burns. We just need to call out to God and seek Him. James 4:8 says, “Come near to God and he will come near to you.” Let us in this day, like the prodigal son, forsake the ‘pigs’ and the rottenness of the world by choosing to return ‘home’. The good news is that it is never too late to return home. God is waiting with open arms. Just decide, and God will embrace you with a love that no man can truly fathom!
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God’s love calls us home
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God wants all of us to live with Him for all eternity, and He wants to dwell in all our hearts. Why? Simply because He loves us. We have all made mistakes in life. Some things we regret, and some things make us feel worthless and ashamed. Yet God still loves us, and He still calls us home. And yes, God does forgive, as demonstrated by the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Indeed, life takes you to unexpected places, but love brings you home. And such love is God’s perfect love.

All have sinned and fall short of my glory (Romans 3:23). And the wages of sin is death, but God’s gift to us is eternal life through Jesus (Romans 6:23) by providing us with an eternal home. God is waiting for us to make a choice to run to Him, therefore to come “home”, so that we can get the help and power needed to overcome (Hebrews 4:16). We must always remember that God is a God of love, and He is a personal God who has is extremely interested in every one of us, personally!

Indeed, God knows everything about us (Psalm 139:1). He knows when we sit down and when we rise up (Psalm 139:2). God is familiar with all our ways. (Psalm 139:3), and even the very hairs on our head are numbered. (Matthew 10:29-31). The good news is that we are all made in God’s image. (Genesis 1:27), and in Him, we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28). Yes, we are all the offspring of God (Acts 17:28), and God knew us even before we were conceived. (Jeremiah 1:4-5)

God is the creator of all and He chose us all when He planned creation (Ephesians 1:11-12). We are, therefore, not a mistake, for all our days are written in His book (Psalm 139:15-16). God has determined the exact time of our birth and where we would live (Acts 17:26). We must remember we have been fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14). He has knitted us together in our mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13) and brought us forth on the day we were born (Psalm 71:6). Yes, God is the complete expression of love (1 John 4:16) and it is His desire to lavish His love on us (1 John 3:1). We may ask do we deserve His love. The answer is yes because we are His children and He is our Father (1 John 3:1).

God offers more than our earthly father ever could (Matthew 7:11) for He is the perfect father (Matthew 5:48). Every good gift that we receive comes from His hand. (James 1:17) for He is our provider and meets all our needs (Matthew 6:31-33). His plan for our future has always been filled with hope (Jeremiah 29:11) because He loves us with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3). We can know that no matter what we have done or what has been done to us that His thoughts toward us are countless as the sand on the seashore (Psalm 139:17-18).

God will never stop doing good to us (Jeremiah 32:40) for we are His treasured possession (Exodus 19:5). He desires to establish us with all His heart and all His soul (Jeremiah 32:41). Glory to God, He wants to show us great and marvellous things (Jeremiah 33:3). For our Lord says that if we seek Him with all our heart, we will find Him (Deuteronomy 4:29). So we must delight in Him and He will give us the desires of your heart. (Psalm 37:4). He is our God who comforts you in all your troubles. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4), and He is close to us when we are brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18).

Yes, as a shepherd carries a lamb, so He carries us close to His heart (Isaiah 40:11). One day He will wipe away every tear from our eyes (Revelation 21:3-4) and He will take away all the pain we have suffered on this earth (Revelation 21:3-4). God is our heavenly Father who loves us even as He loves His only begotten son, Jesus (John 17:23). Glory to God, in Jesus, His love for us is revealed (John 17:26) for He is the exact representation of God’s being (Hebrews 1:3)

Today we can know that God is with us (Romans 8:31), and Jesus died so that we and God could be reconciled (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). What does this mean? It means nothing will ever separate us from His love again (Romans 8:38-39). And yes, we can come home and a party will be thrown! (Luke 15:7). God is waiting for us (Luke 15:11-32) to respond to Him. We must return to God daily (Luke 15:7). He has always been a loving Father, and He will always be (Ephesians 3:14-15).  We are called to come home to Him, therefore, to be His child (John 1:12-13). So God says He is waiting for us, every morning He waits anew (Luke 15:11-32).

Yes, there is an eternal home waiting, yet only those who have trusted in what Jesus did are going to be able to dwell there. Salvation is something that is a gift, it’s through faith, not works so man can boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). Someone’s faith is counted for righteousness when they are not working for it (Titus 3:5). If man could work to get into heaven, then it’s no longer a gift, but God loves giving good gifts (James 1:17).

The reality is that God does love us. He has not left us. Life is not fair, but He is a just God. Yes, God is preparing a place for us for those who have accepted His Son (John 14:1-6). God’s eternal home is without sin, and pain. God has kept track of all our sorrows and gathered all our tears (Psalm 56:8).

It is indeed time to come home, for God’s love is eternal, unconditional, beautiful and has the power to break all bondages and yokes. In the hymn “I've wandered far away from God” by William J. Kirkpatrick (1892), it says the following: I've wandered far away from God, now I'm coming home; The paths of sin too long I've trod, Lord, I'm coming home. Coming home, coming home, Nevermore to roam, open wide Thine arms of love, Lord, I'm coming home. I've wasted many precious years, Now I'm coming home; I now repent with bitter tears, Lord, I'm coming home. 

Let us come home to Jesus, where we find our rest, peace and true love. Jesus our Saviour, Redeemer, Master, the King of kings, Lord of Lords, our Teacher, our Messiah, our Hope, the Way, the Truth, the Lily of the Valley, the Rose of Sharon, the alpha and the omega, the one worthy to open the scrolls, and He is the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world was laid and He is the Lion that returns in all His Glory! Yes Lord, let it ring out, let it be shouted, let it be proclaimed forevermore, You ARE God and there are no other gods, no other like you, for all dominion and power and glory belongs to You! You are our healer, our saviour, our deliverer, our refuge, our hope, our joy, our beloved, our all and all that we desire and yearn for oh precious sweet and all-conquering Jesus!

Give Him praise! Who is He? He is God!  Maker of all creation. He is all-powerful, mighty, glorious, beautiful, majestic, and our provider, our substance and our present and future life! Is He a mere prophet? A mere teacher? Never, for by His Name all disease, all illness, all things that are dreaded and all things that are vile and unnatural shall bow. He is Jesus! He is Yeshua!

Matthew 11:28-30 says: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” When we abide in the Lord, we abide in His glory. We find our rest in God’s love. If you will carry the yoke of Jesus, He promised you would learn of Him and find rest unto your soul. The Lord’s yoke is one of love, understanding, security and protection—an easy yoke, one that makes the burdens light.

God’s love is glorious and majestic. His love shines brighter than a million suns. Every day He calls us home to a place of rest and peace where the burdens and the yokes of life are broken. We simply have to answer His call and welcome His loving embrace. Paul makes it very clear in 1 Corinthians 13:13 that the greatest of all spiritual gifts is love. In God’s love, we find forgiveness for ourselves, and we find the strength to forgive others. In His love we are redeemed, restored and no longer rejected. In His love we belong, we know who we are and we are no longer condemned. Evidence of such great love is found in the story of the Prodigal Son.

In Luke 15:11-32 we read of this story of how a son wasted his possessions with prodigal living. And so after suffering and enduring hardship, he returned to his father, expecting to be treated like a slave. We then read from verse 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.” This is God’s love in action. Always accepting, always nurturing, always welcoming and offering us a home from the storm. Our guilt, shame and anger at times keep us away from God, yet God wants all mankind to know Him for He knows us all. We can put our hope in God for His hope is steadfast, and our faith in God will never be squandered for God is faithful.

You see, the prodigal son had hope that his father will at least welcome him, even though as a servant, and faith that his father can take care of him, no matter what he is fed. He held onto love to make the journey, yet his faith, hope and love fell short of the reality of his father’s welcome and acceptance. Just so, wherever we travel, whatever we have done or has been done to us, we must expect more from God when it comes to His love, for He is truly our hope and we need to hold onto faith in a good and kind God that leads us home. In the arms of the eternal Father we are not slaves, but children of God, and only in His arms can we rest, be still and know He will take care of us. Sadly, many expect God to punish them when they have travelled their own paths and have even forsaken God, but God remains the answer to all our dreams, hopes, fears and burdens. He is the way maker, and He carries us and our burdens for He is glorious and mighty. God will never leave or forsake us. Never. He is a loving God.

Paul endured and ran the race until the end for he was settled in love for he was settled in Jesus. Day and night and night and day Paul was harassed, yet he stood firm when he travelled to strange countries of strange pagan beliefs because he grasped the TRUTH that we can only truly stand firm in this life if we allow ourselves to love as Jesus loved, and if we hope and have trust in Him who is the eternal and beautiful God and King of all heavens.

As children of God, we are called to be dangerous in love. Meaning, we are called to be dangerous in loving the broken, the forgotten, the abused, the misused and yes, even the sinner. Why? Because God’s love for us is radical! Just so, we are called to be radical in our love – unashamed and unapologetic. For love is God’s greatest weapon that turns the hardest heart back to God. In Mark 2 we read: “15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Jesus was always radical in love. He healed the lepers because of love. He raised the dead because of love. He made the lame walk and the blind see because of love. Love was a great motivator for God is love. The Kingdom is all about love. Love should be our motivator, and it should spur us on to be radical and dangerous in manifesting such glorious love. The story of the Good Samaritan speaks of such radical and dangerous love. A love that defies the odds. A love that breaks down barriers.

Mother Teresa might be a controversial figure, but in her lifetime she became famous as the Catholic nun who dedicated her life to caring for the destitute and dying in the slums of Calcutta - now known as Kolkata. Whatever her legacy, how many of us are willing to take care of the dying and the sick in the most forgotten places of the world? That is radical love.

Luke 6 says 27 “But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 29 To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. 31 And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. 32 “But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. “

God’s radical love extends to all people, even to those who are ungrateful and evil. As His children, our love should reflect His love. Luke shows us that we must love all people, not just those who are nice or good to us! Talk about a dangerous love! It is not enough passively to endure wrongs. We must actively engage in good deeds toward those who have treated us wrongfully. Our love must be self-denying, not self-seeking. We must set aside what we think to be our rights if we want to follow our Lord in practising this radical love.

After all, this is why we preach Christ, so that even the wicked will find God! We preach Christ because everyone, no matter who they are or what they have done, deserves the love of Christ. God isn’t just a God of justice, He’s also a God of love. Radical love. Jesus proved that on the cross when He prayed for the forgiveness of those who crucified Him. He didn’t seek revenge or justice, but He reached out in compassion. Jesus laid down His life for us (1 John 3:16). That is radical love – a God who would send His Son to suffer and brutally to pay for our mistakes so that the requirements both of justice and of love would be met. That’s what the Cross was all about. Justice and love.
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