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Dedication 


	To all believers and non-believers alike so that the joy of the Lord in Christ Jesus might be shared. Thanks be to God without whom this book would not be possible.


	 




Introduction


	My dear, beloved friends,


	“The Coming Catastrophe” is divinely inspired by the Most High God. My aim is for readers to record and analyze their own personal life, and believe the message of this book to be truly saved from destruction. Below is a list of scriptures and definitions that correspond to destruction and calamities; one also reminds us of who we are in Christ. Many other scriptures are used to show that what is written here isn’t based on vain reasoning or man-made philosophies. Catastrophes are all over the earth: from the time of humanity’s sin catastrophic events have taken place. In biblical times or primitive times, humanity thought that these acts were from God. Scripture can be used to show or explain some of these catastrophic events that had occurred. For example, “The Genesis Flood” was God’s way of demolishing the evil of humanity and the Nephilim (Giants) that had corrupted the Earth. This can be found in Genesis 6; however, Noah and his family found favor in God’s eyes. You can see God sending a flood or using an earthquake to defend his “chosen ones”, and bringing catastrophe on others in Scripture; however, nature often takes its course. All would want to be saved from these catastrophic events in truth, but the best thing is to be prepared for them. There will be several catastrophic events that are still to occur. Jesus prophesied long ago about the coming catastrophes, and He warns us to look up because His coming is near, even at the doors. 


	Jesus’ Second Coming is even more evident now because most prophecies have been fulfilled. Some countries are fortunate, while some might count themselves unfortunate. God has a plan for everyone, but people have to trust Him by believing in His words. Disasters may strike, we cannot really prevent natural catastrophes and sometimes artificial ones, but we can be prepared for Jesus’ second coming. Jesus is coming whether we are prepared or unprepared. Catastrophes will strike on this troubled earth, and we have seen some already in the past. How will you survive? Will everyone come through? What significance does Greek and Norse Mythology have in common with biblical prophecies? This book has the answers many have sought for. Read the chapters and it will enlighten your mind. 


	Your brother in the gospel of Christ, 


	Paul A. Lynch


	 








All scriptures used in this book are taken from the Authorized King James Version of the Bible.


	2 Chronicles 7:13-14. If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 


	Isaiah 5:30 And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof. 


	Isaiah 13:11 And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogance of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. 


	Isaiah 24:21 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. 


	Isaiah 26:21 For, behold the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 





Chapter 1: 
Origins of a Forgotten World



	 


	The true age of Earth is a little over 4.5 billion years old, its oldest materials being 4.3 billion-year-old zircon crystals that scientists have recognized. Its earliest times were geologically violent and barren, and it suffered constant attacks from meteorites from outer space. When this ended, the Earth cooled and its surface solidified to a crust the first solid rocks. There was no continent as yet, only a global ocean as Genesis Chapter One mentioned. The earth was without form and vacuum, and darkness was upon the face of the deep. During this time, only God existed, and He moved upon the waters of the ocean and set out to create. The continents have since repeatedly collided and torn apart since that time, so maps of the earth in the distant past are rather different than today’s, and this is seen in geography and cartography. During its 4.5 billion year history, Earth has gone through a series of major geological and biological modifications. God had to replenish the earth; however, plants, creatures, and people are nowhere near such an old age. Geologists have organized the history of the earth into a timescale on which large chunks of time are called periods and smaller ones called epochs; this is what Genesis one mentions. Each period is separated by a major geological or paleontological event, such as the mass extinction of the dinosaurs, which occurred at the boundary between the Cretaceous period and the Paleocene epoch. Yes, believe it or not, these prehistoric animals existed on an old earth. God is the greatest scientist, and it could only take infinite wisdom to fashion the Universe. 


	 “‘And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying: ‘Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints to judge the earth and the world’’’ (See Jude 1:14). Catastrophe can be defined as a sudden event that causes great damage or suffering. What is this catastrophe? Will I survive? How can I survive? From the beginning of human existence, some form of legend or tale is told of how the earth began, or “how the gods created the universe” (myths in pagan cultures). In Christianity, Islam, and Judaism, the creation story is told of how the All-powerful God of wonder created the earth and all that is within them in six days and rested on the seventh. Where there is a beginning there must be an end, and God is considered in almost every human culture to be immortal. He is described in the Holy Scriptures as, Alpha and Omega, or the beginning and the end (see Revelation 1:8). This means by God all things came into existence, and by God, all things will eventually come to an end that we see on this earth and universe. In the Old Testament, have you ever wondered if God really exists or who created God? Many have wondered about such matters, especially in the secular world. The answer to these two questions can be answered as thus: yes, God really exists, and if God is God, no one created Him, but all things were created by Him, and for Him (see Revelation 4:11; Colossians 1:16; Genesis 2:4; Job 38:1-41). No one knows anything about how God came into existence, but believers know that He created everything in the universe from galaxies to planets. It was God who made man in His own image (see Genesis 5:2). The earth will eventually come to a destructive end, and scientists have made claims that suggest that this present day earth will one day burn up, probably in the next billion years or less. However, only God Almighty will burn the earth on the last day. That is one reason why astronomers along with other research scientists look continuously for life on other planets, but the truth is this earth will not last for the next billion years because the coming of Jesus Christ is quite near. Another thing is that other planets will not be discovered with signs of life because God created it to be so. But long before the scientists predicted or came to such conclusions, there were prophets or seers as they were called, who prophesied of the coming catastrophes, and Jesus’ second coming. Even Jude makes mention of Enoch the seventh from Adam who prophesied of things to happen in the end time or the future. Some unbelievers will be amazed, however, nothing will surprise true believers in Christ. Prophets were of old, and prophecies as well, and God does nothing without his prophets knowing about it (see Amos 3:7).


	But, why should there be an ending of this earth age? Is it because there is a beginning? The Book of Genesis means “Beginnings”, and it tells the beginning of many things, but I will be focusing on the beginning of the earth. Genesis 1:1 states, “In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.” From this, you must know that from a particular time God decided to create something from nothing. Verse two of Genesis one even brings a more interesting view, and it says that “And the earth was without form, and void; darkness was upon the face of the deep. And God said let there be light and there was light.” This verse is important because there were two important elements that existed before on the earth in which people now live, and they are: (1) darkness and (2) water. One might ask the question, how did these two elements come about in Genesis chapter 1 in the first instance, if God started to create from scratch? The scientific view of creation is not entirely different from a Christian, Muslim, or Jew point of view when people really take a look. According to verse two of Genesis chapter 1, it would not contradict what scientific evidence shows that during the early beginnings of the Earth there was a period of rain for hundreds of millions of years due to intense heat, however, when God replenished the earth after the previous destruction, man didn’t know about rainfall. Much is made mention of the Earth in Genesis chapter one and two, but not much is made about the creation of heaven as the home of God or heaven as up above the firmament (galaxies). It would take a lot of infinite wisdom for a being to create the Universe because of how nothing is out of place. Science, on the one hand, makes mention of various theories to suggest how the earth came about, one of the most popular is the Big Bang Theory and you also have the Evolution Theory. We also now have the Nebular Theory, which is gaining recognition. But, the question that many people have asked is why our Earth is the only planet to have this amazing luck of life and water. We know for a fact that there are many galaxies far beyond our own galaxy, which is called the Milky Way, and that only Earth is able to produce life as far as scientific evidence is concerned. Astronomers, astronauts, and research scientists have had no success of ever discovering a planet just like our earth, and we do have many solar systems that are like our own, which has no life or water. Many other solar systems are different from our own and are far away. So, my friends, this shows that we were created, the earth, and the entire universe was created by an amazing and All-powerful God who has infinite wisdom. Life is precious, and it’s also a privilege and not a right. No one has the right to live on this earth because God gives us the privilege to have a life for only a short time. How could a scientific theory explain the creation of life, and everything on the earth, and in the universe? There must be a supernatural being that was the creator of everything from a particular beginning or period, and He is God the Eternal Spirit. 


	Why was the universe created? Or what is its purpose? This question is asked by many people all over the world today, as well as in the past. However, the prophet Isaiah has shed some light on this question. Isaiah 45:18 states, “For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it, he hath established it, he created it not in vain, and he formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lord and there is none else.”  From the book of the prophet Isaiah, it has declared that God had a purpose for the Universe, and God intended for the earth to be occupied by living organisms, and not by a particular theory that science can explain in detail, but for His own plan. Did God need any help in creation? No! God is the creator by Himself. Some folks worship the creation, but not the creator, and this is idolatry (see Romans 1: 21-22). From Genesis, the creation story begins with God commanding things to be put in place except for human beings, which he formed from the dust of the earth (see Genesis 1:27). The Hebrew word “Adamah” means taken from the earth, and that is where we get the word, Adam. It can be said, that we do not know if the Earth was created in six literal days or six thousands of years or an unknown number of years.  And the reason for this is that from the earliest times of earth’s history, starting with the Achaean period, which was 570 million years ago, the Cambrian period 500 million years ago, the Ordovician period 430 million years ago, Silurian period 400 million years, Devonian period 350 million years ago, Carboniferous period 300 million years ago, Permian period 235 million years ago, Triassic period 192 million years ago, and finally the Jurassic period 135 million years ago, there has been changes in the earth from geological and biological evidence. One might wonder why these dates and periods are important (they are not for salvation or saving your soul), but the reason is simple, if the earth was created by God from a certain beginning then it can be assumed that the gigantic shrubs and animals that existed came about not in a rapid so-called creation of let there be and there was in the first instance, but a process of the animals and plants growing together on an old earth. This is where the Gap Theory comes into play. There is much evidence for this theory, and it also makes perfect sense. If the animals and plants grew from they were young until they became gigantic, this would mean that the number of six literal days would be ruled out in the first creation account because the organisms would have taken a long time to properly develop to reach enormous height and width. The prehistoric earth was different in many ways to what we see today. If you wonder how this is possible, it is easy to understand because Genesis biblical timeline from certain created things of the earth to our present 21st century is about 6000-8000 years. Now dinosaurs and other reptiles lived in the Jurassic period or 192 million years ago, and there are myriads of fossils that have been discovered worldwide. Therefore, the time from Genesis moves from six literal 24-hour days, but it can be said that certain animals and plants were there before that time due to an old Earth. In the Genesis story, a day begins in the evening, however, after God created everything day begun at sunrise. It’s strange to really say day begins in the evening because it’s a Jewish view or eastern view, but not Western. We cannot know for sure that it is six literal days God created the first earth because it also stated that, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (see Gen 1:1). Only God knows the very beginning. Time, as we know, started at the beginning. So in other words, God is not subjected to time as humans and everything else is. And there was not any mention of angels being created from the first six days of the Genesis creation, therefore, they had existed before and reigned with God from an earlier time. We know that God created these beings before the earth. Water was evident from the beginning in the form of a global ocean, so that could mean that the first earth was destroyed that had gigantic plants and animals at a time when the third of the angels got expelled from heaven (see Revelation 12:4; Luke 10:18; Isaiah 14:12). Never the less, it was the power of God that created the Universe, therefore, we have to look at creation from God’s point of view, although it is not far from Science. In fact, God used the scientific laws to create everything we can and cannot see including the universe. God started the universe with law and order. The psalmist David, in Psalm 8 gives us a deep thinking or philosophy of God’s goodness towards His creation. However, the amount of days of creation is not mentioned here, but this Jewish Scripture gives a good aspect of the role of God in the creation process, and this text is very much in agreement with Genesis chapters one to three of the creation account. David also reflects on why a man who is so weak was created. He describes that man is just a bit lower in rank than the angels, but yet the Lord gives him glory and honor. 


	Psalms 8:1-9 states:


	1. O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! Who hast set thy glory above the heavens? 


	2. Out of the mouth of babes and suckling’s hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 


	3. When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 


	4. What is man, that thou art mindful of him? And the son of man, that thou visitest him? 


	5. For thou, hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor. 


	6. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: 


	7. All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 


	8. The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. 


	9. O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!


	 


	The Chaos of Creation


	The first creation account seems to describe how “Elohim” or “the Lord God” created the universe by bringing order to chaos. The impression here suggests God didn’t create the heavens and earth out of nothing or “exnihilo”. At closer examination, “The earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep” (Genesis 1:2). Before I get into this topic, I must define the word “chaos”. The word chaos means, a state of complete disorder or confusion. We need to think carefully here. According to Chaos Theory, chaos isn’t bad, but it’s rather good for the universe. I believe, God wouldn’t be God without the knowledge of good and evil and even the creation of it. We must understand that evil didn’t start with angels, humans, or animals, but with God Almighty (see Isaiah 45:7). Are we to believe that God created chaos first, and then He created order? Is there even evidence for such a statement? While there are some Bible scholars and students who believe this, I don’t totally agree that God created a chaotic earth first base on the evidence of Genesis itself. It would seem though that if God created the universe out of chaos, then it would show that both light and darkness exists. But why would God demonstrate His power like this, in a time when only He exists? Is this the language of the Scripture? On examination of the Scripture, I have found out that God doesn’t need to prove His own power even to Himself. How do I know such a thing? The Old Testament is filled with such statements by the Lord Himself. I will highlight one example that is documented in the Book of Jeremiah. Jeremiah 32:27, states “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for me?” 


	The question the Lord God asked here is a rhetorical question. This question is used when the answer is already known. In other words, the prophet Jeremiah here didn’t have to answer the Lord’s question. The creation of evil or chaos by God didn’t have anything to do with proving His power. If God were just to have created everything perfect or excellent there would be no sin today. Another thing to understand is that if God were to just create everything as pure light, He wouldn’t be truly God, especially at the beginning. God doesn’t just dwell in light, but He is in darkness (see 1 Kings 8:12, 2 Chronicles 6:1, Psalm 97: 2, Psalm 18:11). God dwells in light (see Timothy 6: 15- 16, 1 John 1:7). God is the only non-created being in the universe that dwells in both darkness and light. No created being can dwell in both. Satan and his angels can transform in forms of light, which were their true form, but they can’t stay in it anymore because of sin (see 2 Corinthians 11: 14-15). But you must realize that the word used here in context is “transform”, however, this word is not written in context with God. God “is in” is the form used. God doesn’t transform into light. Another example would be the angels that remained in heaven with God. These angels can’t transform into darkness, but they can only remain in light. How about the people of God? The people or children of God are described as walking in the light of Christ. Once we are born of God, we are begotten of pure light. God’s dwelling is in light and darkness at the same time refers to something both spiritual and physical. Physical in the sense that God is in literal darkness and light. Spiritual in the sense of both evil and good. God can create evil, good, darkness, and light. God can cause the entire universe to be destroyed, or He can create one universe or many. But how do all these things add or fit in with creation? You first need to understand that creation itself in many aspects is a mystery. We do know God created it. We do know how many days it took. We do know what He created on each day. We do know for what reason He created it. But what we don’t know is why God created the universe the time He did. We don’t know why the earth was covered in darkness and there was a global ocean. We don’t know many things because we are finite, and have a little-written source. After all, when we look at creation, it shouldn’t be created out of chaos, darkness or confusion. Does God create all things good? Did God create a perfect earth in Genesis 1 and 2, or a chaotic one? If you were to read Genesis 1 carefully, you would realize that it would seem that from a very early beginning the earth was always in place but was dark, damaged, formless, and a global ocean covered everywhere. This span of millions of years to billions of years. But why would God create water in the form of an ocean, and place it on the earth for such a long time? After all, couldn’t God create a formless earth without water? You must realize that the water in Genesis 1, represented chaos. But how do we know this? We don’t know by just reading water was on a formless earth or covered in darkness in Genesis. We know what God did from Genesis 1 and 2. What did God do? It seems God created light first before the sun, moon, and stars. What does God do next? God divided or separated the ocean of water on the formless earth. You must understand, that the Jewish Scripture is monotheistic or the belief in one God. In polytheism myths of Egypt, Babylon, and Mesopotamia, creation stories are told. In these creation myths, the water represented the chaos of a powerful sea monster with seven heads. In these myths, gods were of different ranks, some were powerful others were weak. But if a god were powerful or brave enough, he could defeat the powerful sea monster. The writer of Genesis, however, mentions no such thing of polytheism nor any sea monster in the ocean. Here the writer, documented nothing that would suggest the creation story of monotheism was borrowed or copied from other cultures such as Babylon, Mesopotamia, or Egypt. The order of creation is also different comparing to other ancient myths. In other words, God doesn’t create the sun, moon, stars, or trees first, as in other creation myths. If Genesis had stated that God created the sun, moon, and stars first, then the people would think that these things were gods. Among ancient people, they often thought the sun, moon, and stars were gods. Even the patriarch Abraham, at one point before he met the true God worshiped the sun, moon, and stars. As this topic is concerned, some Jewish scholars believe God wouldn’t have created something formless or chaotic for the original earth. God is perfect, so the first earth shouldn’t be filled with imperfection. However, if in fact, the original earth was formless, having void everywhere, and a global flood, it would seem as though it represented a type and shadow of the new heaven and earth which is to come. This new heaven and earth will remain for eternity in perfection. 


	 


	The Chaos of the Sea


	The chaos of the sea suggests that the ocean was in confusion, distress, or trouble on an old earth. But was this true? As highlighted in earlier paragraphs, the chaos of the sea wasn’t mentioned in the Genesis Creation Story. You can see in Genesis 1, that there was no sea monster on the formless earth, but only darkness and water. The sea monsters were not created as yet. The oldest book in the Bible isn’t Genesis, but rather Job. Many people believe Genesis is the oldest book in the Bible because it’s at the beginning, and it means “Beginnings”. I have mentioned the Book of Job here because it indicates or unlocks the key to this chaos of the sea. Under this theme, you’ll see another aspect of what could have brought chaos to Genesis 1 for God to start creating all over again. When we talk about the chaos of the sea, only one word comes to mind, and that word is “Rahab”. Rahab in the Hebrew Bible means, fierceness, insolence, rage, and pride. Rahab is also always linked with Egypt in Scripture, and also with the sea, ocean, and sea monster. Who was this Rahab in the sea? First of all, you need to understand symbolism and allegory in Scripture. Rahab is the Devil or Satan. He is described as the monster in the sea. The monster in the sea in pagan myths always opposes or fights against the gods. But how does this add up to Genesis 1 in the monotheistic side of creation? I will quote Revelation 7- 12. 7. “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels,


	 


	8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.


	 


	9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.


	 


	10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.


	 


	11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.


	 


	12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! For the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 


	As I have highlighted, Revelation 12 is a good scripture to get some answers. Many readers of Revelation get confuse with this text because they think this writing in entirety is set in the future. This is partly true, in that, only verse 11 is set in the future. Verse 11 tells of the victory of the born-again believers in Christ over Satan.  The other half of the text shows or gives an idea of a former war in heaven. This could not be the future because war will not be in heaven again in any future. This vision that John saw was at the time of the young earth. However, if this war have indeed taken place already the fall of angels would probably be around 12-135 million-years-old. But there is no evidence for such a timeline in the Holy Bible. Genesis gives the view that the fall of angels was just probably after Adam and Eve were created. The evidence for this timeline I have proposed would come from scientific facts. We know the mass extinction of the dinosaurs took place around the Cretaceous period. According to scientific evidence the mass extinction of the dinosaurs transpired around 135 million years ago or more. When this catastrophe transpired meteorites fell from outer space and destroyed the earth and plunged it into darkness. This occurred in every continent that we know about today on earth. But the Bible suggests that Satan’s fall and that of the other angels happened during the earth we now live or in Adam and Eve’s time. If this evidence were correct then the fall of angels would be roughly 8000-12000 years. Are we to believe God replenished the earth with the fallen angels on it? No. The evidence from the prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah suggests Satan or Lucifer was in the Garden of Eden in garments made of precious stones (see Ezekiel 28; Isaiah 14). We need to wonder if somehow Satan had infiltrated Eden from an earlier time. This would seem to be the case since he was in it as Genesis 3 mentions in the form of the serpent. The entire Book of Beginnings is shadowed in mystery. Angels fought against each other for turf. At the end of the showdown, Satan with myriads of angels got thrown on the earth. The question must be asked, was this the first earth, or the replenished one? The answer to this question is difficult to know. There are many questions that one can ask from this text. Satan and his angels came down to earth faster than the speed of light. They came with great wrath or anger because as Scripture states, “their time is short”. From this, we can learn that time to the angels no matter how long it seems to humans is quite short. You would see, that although there is no mention of the time when this chaos occurred, there is fear from Satan that he will not have enough time to accomplish his will. There is evidence from the text that the inhabitants of the earth are to be on the alert for the fallen angels especially Satan. We don’t know that at the fall of the angels Adam and Eve were on earth. However, the problem with this view is that it’s a vision that John saw representing both the past and future. The voice heard could be of the Lord issuing prophetic words which suggest that Satan has become the enemy of humans. We do know for a fact that inhabitants couldn’t refer to animals since they are not the enemy of Satan. The use of inhabitants here suggest people or at least the first couple if they were on the earth at the time. The earth isn’t the only thing which is in danger, but the sea or ocean. Here it makes sense now that Satan would be labeled the sea monster or the creature who dwells in the midst of the sea. However, there is evidence from the Bible to suggest that the legend of Rahab the sea monster is very old. Even older than 8, 000 years. What I’m showing you here, is that Satan or the sea monster Rahab is blamed for the chaos that the world is in. However, if Genesis 1, is correct then God would have been the creator of chaos. But the chaos of the sea is different from the chaos of creation. The two chaos mentioned here are similar yet different. Genesis 1 chaos is for the natural order of things. Good exists, so why not evil. The chaos of the ocean is different, in that, Satan and a third of the angels rebelled, got kicked out of heaven, came down rapidly on earth, and lead the world into sin. Satan’s chaos is associated with pride. Something God doesn’t have in Genesis 1 and 2 or in His personality. Could the battle in heaven cause the chaos that Genesis 1 spoke about? It could, however, would God be in total control and allow the earth to be destroyed by this heavenly war? We may not know because God doesn’t operate or think like us. What we know though is that God wouldn’t be almighty if He allowed Satan and his angels to roam free for eternity. If God allowed this, then it would be as one of those ancient myths where gods and demons are in constant battle throughout eternity. However, God decides that He will cast Satan, his angels, and everyone who is wicked into a place called Hell (see Revelation 20:10-15). But this place hell will be cast into a lake of fire. This lake of fire is no ordinary lake seeing that people are tormented forever in it. Is this showing us that God still has to maintain Lordship over everything even after He creates a new heaven and earth? Yes. As John saw it, he wrote it down. He saw the new heaven and new earth. John also mentions something interesting that the first heaven and earth were passed away, and there was no more sea (see Revelation 21:1-27). Why did John document that there was no more sea or ocean? Firstly, the ocean on earth divides the countries seeing that the continents have their own large body of water called seas, though it is one giant ocean. But this doesn’t give us the answer to why the sea or ocean is no more in the new creation. The only other explanation of why there is no more an ocean is due to the fact that Satan is no more, neither his angels nor the wicked is no more. Neither is chaos on the new earth. But was it always God’s plan to do this? Yes. God always intended to create new heavens and earth. For example, there are many clues to show that man would sin, and the generation of people be born in sin. In the new heaven and earth God lives with His people (see Revelation 21: 3). In Genesis 3: 8-9, God didn’t live with Adam and Eve, but just visited them. Are we to believe this was God’s plan? This seems to be so, as God is the greatest chess player who uses many pieces and moves in no rush to accomplish His will. From Genesis 1, we can tell man would not live forever, neither would God live with people on this earth, neither would a man live in Eden for more than a day. But how do I know this, or come to such conclusion? You see, I have compared the Genesis text with Isaiah’s account of the creation of a new earth and heaven (see Isaiah 66:22-24). Finally, I have analyzed the text of Revelation of the new heaven and earth God creates. The message you constantly hear maybe at church or on T.V. that man was created to live forever on this present earth is false and not Bible base. It’s just a misconception of Scripture. God can’t live or dwell on an imperfect earth.


	How About the Destruction of Rahab the Dragon? 


	Rahab or Satan is destroyed to show God’s power over this monster of the ocean who is also king over the children of pride (see Job 41:25). Satan deceives the whole world, even though it was only two people on the earth at the time (see Revelation 12:9). However, Adam and Eve’s descendants would be held in captivity by sin. However, that is why God sent the Messiah (Jesus Christ) later down in the timeline. The destruction of Rahab enables the people of earth not to be deceived anymore by Satan’s snares (see Revelation 13:12-14). It would seem that as long as Satan is in this world he will deceive people. The old creation also anticipates for the new creation as well, which is created in righteousness (see Romans 8:19-22). 


	Some Scriptures about Rahab the Dragon


	Psalm 89: 8-10


	8. O LORD God of hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto thee? Or to thy faithfulness round about thee? 


	9. Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them. 


	10. Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces, as one that is slain; thou hast scattered thine enemies with thy strong arm. 


	 


	Isaiah 51:9 


	Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? 


	 


	The Universe


	I would not feel comfortable if I didn’t write a few things under this heading. The Bible is the greatest book on earth, which has changed billions of lives, and many are still in that process of change today. Since I have written about creation in the previous paragraphs, I thought I might as well discuss the Universe to finish this chapter. These paragraphs are not geared for you to believe in them for salvation, but for you to develop philosophical thoughts in reasoning from the biblical aspects. As touching the matter of salvation, it’s a different topic and concept that you will learn about in other chapters. I will discuss the Universe, but not entirely based on astrophysics, science, or cosmology. What I will discuss is the universe of creationism. I will highlight some scriptures that might prove helpful on this topic. I will also discuss thrones, principalities, powers, and rulers of darkness. This is important as these domains are in the universe. But could there be other universes or multiverse? The word multiverse is used to refer to more than one universe. Let’s get into this then! 


	According to physicists and other research scientists, the universe contains everything we see and cannot see. These things include space-time, planets, stars, comets, galaxies, gasses, things living, and non-living. In other words, it contains everything. Our universe is so vast that it is considered that we would never in an eternity reach the end of it. Can you imagine an eternity? The universe contains hundreds of millions of stars and planets, some near, and some near to the end of it. Its age is considered to be 13.8 billion years old. This is only an estimate. Now that you know this, you might wonder why this is important. But you will see why as you read along. From this information, you can see clearly that our universe had a beginning. This shows that the universe wasn’t always there, but 13.8 billion or more years ago something triggered the formation of matter. Matter is everywhere according to scientists. What is matter? This is the substance things are made up of. Here was God eons ago, and He started the creation process. He didn’t do this process rapidly, but gradually or over a certain time. He wasn’t in any rush. Now that the universe was completed, He had to create the things that were necessary to have a fully functional domain. As I have mentioned Genesis makes it clear, and describe it as heavens or firmament (see Genesis 1:1). It would seem that from the text of Genesis that there is only one universe. One of the biggest evidence that there is one universe is found in Genesis itself. If creation were so important that God told the man to write it down, why wouldn’t God tell a man if there was another universe? It would seem that Heaven as God’s domain might be in our universe, and not another. Is this really possible? Yes. One interesting fact about this is found in Genesis 11. The Story of the Tower of Babel highlights a story that is quite mysterious or odd. In that, people of the world are united in speech and mind to build the tallest tower to reach heaven (see Genesis 11:1-9). The Lord sees the potential of humanity, and He goes down and confused their language into many. This is the Genesis account, however, in another book called Jasher, it gives a deeper revelation. For those who have read the Book of Jasher, it states that this tower of Babel was being built to go to heaven to overthrow God. It further states the people thought among themselves how to enter heaven and ambush God and His angels. This Tower of Babel isn’t just something made up because although God couldn’t be destroyed, He took the people seriously. In that, God said, “anything the people plan in their heart it can be done.” This example is used because if heaven were in another universe than our universe then the people wouldn’t be united to go there. Also, God wouldn’t go down to earth to confuse them or destroy the tower if heaven was in another universe. As long as we can’t get to the other end of the universe we can’t know if heaven is not there. The way how people including churchgoers describe heaven is that it is an invisible place just above the skies or clouds. But does the Bible describe heaven like that? No. Heaven isn’t described as a mythical place of just floating people, half-naked cherubs, and flying unicorns in the Bible. In fact, the creation story describes heaven as a physical planet or domain just as every other thing in the universe. God’s creation of heaven and earth was a physical thing, and not spiritual places. The view that Heaven is just above the clouds isn’t true. In truth, heaven would have to be in the highest domain in the universe. God wouldn’t place His kingdom or planet lower than that. The reason why I highlighted something like this, is because the Scripture encourages us to hold fast to those things which are true and good, and not to fables (see Philippians 4:8). In other words, to be holding on to other universes and planets with people and animals isn’t something which is true. There are many other things which people hold fast to which are not true. 


	The Three Domains of Heaven 


	According to many researchers and readers of the Bible, there are three heavens in the universe. These heavens are the First heaven, Second heaven, and Third heaven. The First Heaven is the highest heaven where God dwells and holy angels are. The Second heaven is just above the earth and is considered space. The Third heaven is this earth. The Sons of God can move about in all three heavens. These domains are in our universe. Only God can go beyond the present universe, although there is no mention in the Holy Bible of another one. Although we can see and acknowledge the second and third domains or heavens, we still can’t see the first. We can’t see the beings that dwell in the Second and first heaven with natural eyes either. According to teachers and preachers of the Bible, there are constant battles between the angels of light and darkness in the Second Heaven. Intel is also distributed there as well about other angels and people. 


	Will God Create Another Universe?


	This question is asked by many who study the science of the Bible. The answer to this question is yes. Along with the creation of a new heaven and earth, God will have to create a new Universe (see Revelation 21, 22). There are many Scriptures to show that God will create all things new, but the verses taken from the Book of Revelation chapter 21 and 22 makes it quite clear. God will not create a new heaven and earth in an old Universe. The new creation will symbolize God’s world of holiness and righteousness where His people will dwell. This new creation will be totally different from that of Genesis. In fact, it would seem that from the evidence of the entire Bible that Genesis creation was a type and shadow of the good things to come in the second creation. You should know by now that the Bible stories and every written text in it, is a type and shadow of another. For example, every righteous leader in the Bible represented Jesus Christ who came 2,000 years ago. Every clean sacrifice to God in the Old Testament represented Jesus’ atoning blood where we can get forgiveness of sins and remission. 


	 


	Powers, Principalities, Thrones, and Dominions in the Universe 


	The universe is categorized according to the different levels of the angelic hosts of God and Satan. If you don’t know by now, this world or our Universe is filled with myriads of angelic beings who are busy at work. They don’t rest, neither eat nor go on vacation. We are talking about the unseen forces of this world. The things that are unseen are greater than what is seen. This is the cause and effect factor of the Universe. For every cause, there must be an effect. For every problem, there is a solution. These angelic beings are not like us. They certainly don’t think like us. These beings were created out of the fire, unlike the man who was created out of dust. It was God Himself that created them, and thus they are called Messengers. All angels were created righteous, however, Satan deceived a third of them (see Revelation 12; Isaiah 14; Ezekiel 28). The Bible describes the angels as stars (see Job 38:7). From the characteristics of a star, we know it shines brightly having its own light. The stars are high above the clouds. Let’s get an understanding of the spiritual universe or the unseen world.


	The First Sphere or Heaven


	By now you would have known that this is where the real heaven is, and where God dwells. Right there in heaven, there are myriads of angels of different ranks, height, intelligence, etc. I will start off by listing the angels in the different ranks in order.


	The Seraphim


	  The word Seraphim or Seraph is literally translated as “burning ones”. Isaiah 6:1-7 from the Old Testament gives a description of Isaiah seeing a vision from heaven of the Seraphim’s. Seraphim’s are the highest angelic class in the universe. We know some things about them, but a lot is also shadowed in mystery. We know they surround God’s throne day and night, and continually shouting praises before Him. Thus, Isaiah heard the Seraphim shouting praises saying, “Holy, holy, holy, the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!”(See Isaiah 6:3) We know from this text that each Seraphim has six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew (see Isaiah 6:2). The Seraphim can communicate with people, and they know what sin is. They know who is sinful from who is not. In other words, they have the highest intelligence as angels in heaven (see Isaiah 6:7). These angels do not leave God’s throne but always does His will. We also learn from the Scripture text of Isaiah 6 that the Seraphim can see things humans cannot. 


	The Cherubim


	The cherubim are the second class of angels in the heaven of heavens. What do we know about them? The cherubim in Scripture are described as having four faces. You can find this in Ezekiel 28:14; Genesis 3:24). It makes sense now of why the Lord God would place cherubim of fire to guard the tree of life. These angels can see in the four directions, and nothing escapes from their eyes. These four directions are north, south, east, and west. You can also find additional information about cherubim in Ezekiel 10:10-14; 1 Kings 6:23- 28; Revelation 4:6-8. 


	Ezekiel 10:10-14 states, “And as for their appearances, they four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been in the midst of a wheel. 11. When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned not as they went, but to the place whither the head looked they followed it; they turned not as they went. 12. And their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, and the wheels, were full of eyes round about, even the wheels that they four had. 13. As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel. 14. And everyone had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.” 


	The Thrones


	The word “Thrones” comes from the Greek: throni. This is a class of angelic beings that dwell in the heaven of heavens. The Jews thought the Ophanim might be the same as the Thrones. Also, the 24 elder men choir in Revelation are considered to be part of this angelic group (see Revelation 4:1-11). The prophet Daniel also gives a good description of them from his vision. Daniel 7:9, states, “I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.”


	The Second Sphere or Second Heaven 


	The angels in this category are very powerful. They are governors, princes, and presidents of countries. They rule other lower rank angels and guides them along.  


	The Dominions and Lordships


	The Holy Bible mentions these angels. Here are two Scripture texts to support this view. 


	Ephesians 1:21 “Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world but also in that which is to come.” 


	Colossians 1:16 


	“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.” 


	The apostle Paul sums it up nicely for us. In that, he states that all things were created by God and for Him. There are many angels throughout all ranks, and this group is no different.  Dominions are also known as “Lords or Lordships”, and their main job is to guide, rule, and supervise over lower angels. These angels look very beautiful and may appear as though they are humans. Images of Christmas angels are a symbolic depiction of how these angels may look. They are arrayed in beautiful white clothes with white feathered wings. They work behind the scenes, and they don’t really appear to people. These angelic hosts are also said to carry a sword in their hands.  


	 


	The Strongholds


	Not much is known about this group or class of angels. However, I will give you some information. I will assume that when you heard the word stronghold you often think of demonic activity. However, did you know that a third of God’s angels in heaven are strongholds? You have righteous strongholds and unrighteous ones in the heavenly world. Strongholds in heaven are said to be responsible for miracles and signs in the world. These angels are both of the heavenly order and also the demonic realm. For example, in the demonic realm, they are responsible for doing signs and miracles to deceive people. By doing these miracles and signs for people who evoke their spirit, they deceive them to turn away from God’s power. However, the angelic hosts that are in this category under God’s power don’t act out of His will. They will not just do miracles and signs because people want and need them, but they do so base on what God instructs. These angels may and may not appear to people on earth. These angels, none the less, have and possess extraordinary powers. 
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