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A tiny group of Republican elites has controlled a significant
portion of the political coverage throughout the Trump era. These
Republican leaders are torn between their professional desire to
appease the brutal champion chosen by their party's people and
their personal disgust for Trump.

It is quite justified to pay the Republican elites this kind of
obsessive attention. The main factor determining whether a
democracy can fend off an authoritarian challenge, according to
Daniel Ziblatt and Steven Levitsky 
How Democracies Die, is whether the aspiring dictator's
coalitional allies stay with him and reap the benefits of power or
overthrow him and form a pro-democracy coalition with their
ideological rivals. They have massively backed Trump and the
movement he has created, which rejects the validity of Democratic
political victory in any way, as we now know.

    These Republicans' thought processes have
rarely been concealed. They have consistently leaked to the media,
which explains both their disdain for the golfer-warlord of their
party and their determination that they must continue to forward
his agenda, at least in public. Trump's hesitant friends have
released a barrage of information that implicates both him and
them, including the now-famous Republican employee who defended
Trump's unwillingness to accept defeat from Joe Biden by...

 



To be continued...
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⁃ A Comprehensive Chapter by Chapter Summary
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A tiny group of Republican elites has controlled
a significant portion of the political coverage throughout the
Trump era. These Republican leaders are torn between their
professional desire to appease the brutal champion chosen by their
party's people and their personal disgust for Trump.

        
It is quite justified to pay the Republican
elites this kind of obsessive attention. The main factor
determining whether a democracy can fend off an authoritarian
challenge, according to Daniel Ziblatt and Steven Levitsky 
How Democracies Die, is whether the
aspiring dictator's coalitional allies stay with him and reap the
benefits of power or overthrow him and form a pro-democracy
coalition with their ideological rivals. They have massively backed
Trump and the movement he has created, which rejects the validity
of Democratic political victory in any way, as we now know.

        
These Republicans' thought processes have rarely
been concealed. They have consistently leaked to the media, which
explains both their disdain for the golfer-warlord of their party
and their determination that they must continue to forward his
agenda, at least in public. Trump's hesitant friends have released
a barrage of information that implicates both him and them,
including the now-famous Republican employee who defended Trump's
unwillingness to accept defeat from Joe Biden by asking, "What is
the negative of humoring him for this little while?"

        
Why We Did It, Tim Miller's excellent new book,
explores the mindset of these cross-pressured Republican elites.
One of the very few Republicans who entirely left the party is
Miller. However, his connections to its network of elected
officials and advisors are sufficiently extensive to provide him a
distinctive perspective on the perspectives of those who didn't
join him on the other side.

        
The structure of Miller's book is a series of
psychological analyses of Republican Party leaders reacting to
Trump, starting with himself. Miller rose through the ranks of
traditional Republican hackery by establishing connections with
party officials and relatively reputable individuals (Jon Huntsman,
Jeb Bush). Despite his early disdain for Trump, Miller needed a few
years to gather the courage to completely abandon the party. Miller
has firsthand knowledge of the strains that this internal conflict
has placed on his small tribe.

        
Following his evaluation of himself, Miller
turns his attention to a number of his coworkers whose splits with
Trump took longer or, in some circumstances, never happened. He
discovers a deft blending of justifications. And if each Republican
who supports Trump has different particulars, a common theme among
his subjects is a lack of moral bravery and creative creativity to
deviate from their chosen profession and social circle. By the time
you have achieved a position in Republican politics that carries
enough power to matter, it becomes as impossible to fathom actually
quitting the party as it is to conceive of a fish leaving the ocean
for land. You also have enough at risk professionally and
socially.

        
It has been remarkable to see a number of
Republican outsiders who appear to assume that the greatest
theoretical degree of rebellion they can express is to officially
support the party while anonymously professing their concerns. In
his writing, Miller manages to explain why so many people have that
mindset even though he does not defend it—on the contrary, he
expresses his disgust—in his writing.

        
The severe cynicism that Miller notes in his
subjects, who mostly include himself, is perhaps the most
unexpected quality. Given that the profession often entails
polishing down complicated realities into slogans and taglines, one
would expect any seasoned political operator to display some degree
of detachment from their subject. However, Miller makes it clear
that he and his coworkers thought the whole venture was essentially
garbage. They almost universally saw politics as a game and felt
that the lack of ethics was a sign of expertise.

        
Miller demonstrates well how the prevailing
cynicism in his party's political elite created the circumstances
that led to its submission to Trump. What caused that skepticism in
the first place is a distinct query that is beyond Miller's purview
of study. (This is not a criticism of the book; no book can provide
comprehensive solutions, and Why We Did It convincingly addresses
the issues it sets out to address.)

        
Miller's memories of his involvement in a panel
set up by the Republican Party after the 2012 election provide some
clues as to the solution. To win over more minorities, the
"autopsy," as the party was colloquially known, advocated for
moderation on social issues, particularly immigration.

        
Miller freely admits that the party never even
contemplated the notion that its economic program played any part
in its loss, despite the fact that Barack Obama repeatedly attacked
its nominee as a cruel plutocrat set on lowering taxes for the
affluent. He claims that the idea of supporting the destruction of
the economic and foreign-policy legs of the GOP's three-legged
stool was so strictly forbidden that it was never even discussed
internally during the autopsy. Republicans didn't simply deny the
idea that Paul Ryan's platform was a liability for the ticket; they
wouldn't even consider it.

        
Miller briefly mentions the reason for this,
which is that the Republican Party views its fundamental platform
of low taxes for the wealthy and business-friendly regulation as
its primary policy priority. In fact, almost every political party
has fundamental beliefs that are at least slightly at odds with the
general consensus, and the Democrats are by no means exempt.
However, it is conceivable that the Republican Party's
institutional practice of creating phony concerns to energize the
base is based on the supposition that the base does not really care
about the party's primary policy objectives. A political class of
cynics and nihilists was created as a result of the chasm between
the methods of campaigning and the goals of government.

        
Miller is not accountable for listing the
reasons for Trumpism. He is faced with explaining why the
Republican leaders, who had the best opportunity to confront a
lunatic, mostly abdicated their responsibility.

        
To understand why these Republicans are
unreliable, one need not consider them as monsters. They are shown
by Miller as painfully human. Their humanity makes them so
horrifyingly frail and exposed in the face of evil. A soft pink
wall of timorous apparatchiks is the only thing between the
Republican Party and a second death blow. Miller's autobiography
ought to frighten us far more.
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