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    “When you take a flower in your hand and really look at it, it is your world for a moment. I want to give that world to someone else. Most people in the city rush around so they have no time to look at a flower. I want them to see it whether they want it or not.”




     




    – Georgia O’Keeffe
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    Flowers in a Japanese Vase


    




    Augustin Thierriat, 1854




    Oil on canvas, 65 x 49 cm




    Musée des Beaux-Arts, Lyon


  




  

    
Contents





     




     




    Babici, Onisim




    Baile, Jacques-Joseph




    Bauchant, André




    Bauchant, André




    Bauchant, André




    Bruyas, Marc




    Burat, Fanny




    Caillebotte, Gustave




    Cauchois, Henri




    Cézanne, Paul




    Cézanne, Paul




    Cézanne, Paul




    Cézanne, Paul




    Chapoton, Grégoire




    Chassériau, Théodore




    Dalí, Salvador




    Desportes de la Fosse, Emma




    Dufy, Raoul




    Dury-Vasselon, Hortense




    Fantin-Latour, Henri




    Fantin-Latour, Henri




    Friesz, Othon




    Friesz, Othon




    Gamba de Preydour, Jules Alexandre




    Garneray, Jean-François




    Gauguin, Paul




    Gauguin, Paul


  




  

    Gauguin, Paul




    Gauguin, Paul




    Grigorescu, Nicolae




    Grigorescu, Nicolae




    Grigorescu, Nicolae




    Grigorescu, Nicolae




    Grigorescu, Nicolae




    Jeannin, Georges




    Jeannin, Georges




    Kreyder, Alexis




    Larionov, Mikhail




    Larionov, Mikhail




    Larionov, Mikhail




    Laÿs, Jean-Pierre




    Lépagnez, François




    Louis, Séraphine




    Louis, Séraphine




    Maisiat, Joanny




    Manet, Edouard




    Manguin, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri


  




   




  

     




     




     




    [image: ]


  




  

    Matisse, Henri




    Matisse, Henri




    Milet de Mureau, Iphigénie




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Monet, Claude




    Perrachon, André




    Picasso, Pablo




    Redon, Odilon




    Reignier, Jean-Marie




    Renoir, Auguste




    Renoir, Auguste


  




  

    Renoir, Auguste




    Renoir, Auguste




    Renoir, Auguste




    Riché, Adèle




    Rivoire, François




    Rousseau, Henri




    Rousseau, Henri




    Rubellin, Jean-Claude




    Rubens, Peter Paul




    Rubens, Peter Paul




    Saint-Jean, Simon




    Saint-Jean, Simon




    Sénatus, Jean-Louis




    Sicard, Apollinaire




    Stanica, Constantin




    Thierriat, Augustin




    Vallayer-Coster, Anne




    van Coppenole, Jacques




    van Gogh, Vincent




    van Gogh, Vincent




    van Gogh, Vincent




    van Gogh, Vincent




    van Gogh, Vincent




    van Gogh, Vincent




    van Gogh, Vincent




    van Spaendonck, Corneille




    van Spaendonck, Corneille




    Vivin, Louis




    Vivin, Louis


  




   




  

    

      

        	

          [image: ]


        



        	

          Adam and Eve have already been expelled from the Garden of Eden, a miraculous place where the plant life is balanced, and flowers abound…




          The craftsmen of the Nile valley already delight in painting papyrus and lotus on the walls of tombs… the ultimate statements of their love of the good life.




          The Cretan ceramists are already painting crocuses or other flowers on vases.




          According to Pliny, pictures of flowers have been painted since the time of Alexander.




           


        

      




      

        	

          The Virgin in a Garland of Flowers


          




          Peter Paul Rubens, c.1618




          Bayerische Staatsgemäldesammlungen




          Alte Pinakothek, Munich
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          In the Middle Ages, the Dominican Albert the Great devoted a chapter to De plantatione viridarium, in his “Treatise on Plants”.




          Tapestries with the thousand flowers of the hanging of the unicorn show lilies, roses, carnations, irises… Herbs and flowers decorate royal dwellings, while flowers are used in ceremonies and religious processions.




          In a representational work, the artist searches for a compromise between imitation and the expression of his thought.




           


        

      




      

        	

          The Graces Adorning Nature


          




          Peter Paul Rubens




          The Art Museum and Gallery, Glasgow
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          Symbolism begins to develop each time the artist exhausts his source of inspiration in nature. Thus, painters, fascinated by the beauty of flowers which stir their imagination, express the inexpressible through allegory and symbol. But must the artist conform to the aesthetic constraints of nature…? Flowers braided into wreaths also take on several meanings. The first Christians symbolised paradise with wreaths of flowers painted close to the figures.




           


        

      




      

        	

          Basket of Flowers and Fruits


          




          Corneille van Spaendonck, 1804




          oil on canvas, 93 x 73 cm




          Private collection
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          Roses and lilies were frequently portrayed in the Renaissance arranged as a wreath around the Virgin, saints or angels, as in La Vierge à l’enfant avec Saint-Jean (The Virgin and Child with St. John) by Filippino Lippi, kept at the National Gallery in London. Flowers, in particular jasmine with its white star shape and sweet scent, are one of the symbols of the Virgin. For this reason the Virgin is often represented in garlands of flowers.




           


        

      




      

        	

          Roses in a Blue Vase


          




          Anne Vallayer-Coster, 1775




          oil on leather, 46 x 37.5 cm




          Private collection, London
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          For example, Peter Paul Rubens painted The Virgin in a Garland (kept in the Bayerische Staatsgemäldesammlungen, Alte Pinakothek of Munich). Flowers in the works of Van Eyck or the German masters form an entity with Christ and the Saints, and the artists take an entirely new pleasure in reproducing them. The flower symbolises grace, elegance, and kindness – meanings which are directly derived from the morphology of this graceful, elegant, delicately perfumed type of plant. Botanical naturalism emerges in Van Spaendonck’s Basket of Flowers and Fruits, with a Goldfinch on an Earthenware Jar.




           


        

      




      

        	

          Basket of Flowers and Fruits


          with a Goldfinch on an Earthenware Jar


          




          Corneille van Spaendonck




          oil on wood, 50.5 x 49 cm




          Private collection, Paris
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          It was developed by the illuminators of northern Europe at the end of the 15th century when they were weary of painting religious scenes. These painters, who were considered botanists too, catalogued the rare plants and flowers which were flooding in from different parts of the globe. Botanical gardens, such as those in Padua in 1543, were created to collect them. Botany developed rapidly in the second half of the 16th century. In 1601, the Flemish illustrator, Charles de l’Escluse devoted a work to rare plants, Rariorum plantarum, which is a huge illustrated natural history collection.




           


        

      




      

        	

          Flowers and Fruits on a Marble Table


          




          Iphigénie Milet de Mureau




          oil on canvas, 90 x 67 cm




          Private collection, Paris
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          From the 16th century on, the bouquet of flowers became a pretext for painters to show off their talent. It was a popular subject when the art of illumination was on the decline. Floral print-making, however, was caught up in an ever-changing organic movement, making it difficult to establish stages of style marked by innovations in the treatment attributed to this or that artist. Exotic flowers from the East or West Indies were the subject of great interest. In 1521, the Spanish discovered superb gardens in Mexico. But it was Turkey, in the second half of the 16th century, that would be the greatest source of enrichment for our gardens.




           


        

      




      

        	

          Flowers in a Greek Vase


          




          Adèle Riché




          watercolour on vellum, 51 x 64 cm




          Musée des Beaux-Arts, Tours
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          The extreme refinement of the Persian courts had prompted them to grow flowers which their priests celebrated. Vienna was the gateway to Europe for oriental flowers, Madrid the gateway for South American ones. From then on, these flowers slowly spread into the countries of the Holy Roman Empire, into Germany and the Netherlands. They were the favourite source of inspiration for the Mannerist painters. It is natural that this taste for flowers would create a new pictorial genre. Flanders seems to have preceded other countries in this respect. The oldest dated paintings of flowers are those of Jan Brueghel (1568-1625).
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