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Introduction


	
M





	uch of this book is based on transcripts of recordings of teachings by David Nathan specifically given for his church in 2010 and used with permission. David is a Bible teacher, elder and leader of Bread of Life Ministries based in Gauteng, South Africa. Born into an orthodox Jewish family David came to faith in Jesus in his early twenties. This upbringing enables David to teach from the Scripture through a unique Hebraic understanding. Robert is a writer and published author of Christian books, living in Nelson New Zealand.


	The Chapters which are based on the recorded teachings by David on the Kingdom of God have been modified as necessary to convert the oral address to a written media while still retaining the underlying message but be comprehendible. The remaining portions are original works especially written for this book by Robert.


	The Kingdom of God is a subject that is not spoken about much, in context, in the Church. We tend to talk a lot about the Kingdom of God but we don’t really understand what the Kingdom of God actually is. This is because the Church is busy with the gospel of the Church. The Church is about the Church and not about the Kingdom – generally speaking. 


	David recalls a time during which they meet a couple of times each week to pray and intercede to seek God's face for His will at his church. One evening someone shared a portion of scripture from Matthew 11 which was the first time he’d heard that particular verse accurately translated into Afrikaans.  That translation gave the passage a more distinct understanding when compared to English. A question asked regarding that Scripture is what inspired David to give a series of teachings on the Kingdom of God that has now morphed into this book.


	It's very important that we, as a Church, understand about the Kingdom of God. The King is returning to this earth very soon to set up His Kingdom, yet it is a subject seldom discussed in the wider body of Christ. The words of Jesus declare, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” Clearly at the conclusion of the Church Age the Gospel of the Kingdom will be widely discussed.


	What then is a clear definition of the Kingdom? What are the characteristics of a citizen of the Kingdom? What is our part in the eternal Kingdom? What is the Power of the Kingdom and how is that seen now? What is the work of the Kingdom, now in this life, so that the Kingdom is advanced? What is the Gospel of the Kingdom as opposed to the Gospel of salvation? This book endeavours to provide definitive answers to these questions and many others. Entering and inhabiting the Kingdom is our divine inheritance. Just understanding about the Kingdom is not enough, we must use passion to enter it, experience it and work for its advancement.


	Unfortunately, the devil through clever deception has successfully diverted the attention of many in the Church away from the true concept and purpose of the Kingdom of God. Instead, many leaders today are solely focused on numerical statistics and how to grow church membership with little concern for the state of those members. Their gospel preaching contains a strong bias towards what Jesus can do for my life now and not on how I can serve the King, advancing the Kingdom of God.


	In this book the intention is to allow the Word to speak for itself and not instil any personal bias. Please read carefully and ask for understanding by the Holy Spirit. Also, don’t only take the writer’s word for it. Please personally check out all the Bible references given.


	Finally, I believe that God has a sense of humour so I’ve incorporated meaningful but ambiguous quotes from various Church signs around the world at the start of each Chapter.


	 




















“Do you know what Hell is?


	Come and listen to our preacher”


	




Chapter 1


	The Kingdom of God[image: ]



	
I





	 want to explore with you, by God's grace something that's really, really important for every Christian to fully comprehend. 


	Recently, I’ve been examining the subject of the reformation of the Church and the undeniable conclusion is that the present-day Church is not as the Bible describes it. It is therefore absolutely imperative for the Church to transform. Generally, what we currently understand as Christianity is nothing more than tradition. And tradition is completely devoid of any biblical roots. I know that may be very upsetting to hear but it's important we do get challenged because God is taking His Church into an area of restoration. God is coming back for a spotless bride for a bride without flaw or blemish. A bride that will reflect what Jesus died to accomplish – to establish the Kingdom of God.


	Turn with me, if you would, to the Book of Daniel, Chapter 2. Here we find Daniel together with the remnant of the nation of Israel, and specifically Judah, in captivity under the Babylonians. Nebuchadnezzar, the Emperor of this Empire, one night had a dream, a nightmare; therefore, he calls all his wise men, magicians and sages together.  He says “I had this dream and I want you to tell me its interpretation but before you tell me its interpretation I want you to tell me what I dreamed.” Of course they cried, foul. “That’s unfair, how can you expect us to interpret a dream that we haven't even heard.” Nebuchadnezzar however, was in no mood to put up with their excuses and assigned one of his captains to begin executing all the wise men of Babylon. This news quickly reached Daniel who told the captain that had been assigned with the task of executing all of the wise men, to hold on for a bit as he, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were going to pray and seek God's face and get the dream from God together with its interpretation. This is exactly what happened and Daniel came before Nebuchadnezzar not only with the dream but also the interpretation.


	So now we know the setting I want to just focus on verse 34. You probably are very familiar already with Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. He saw a large statue with a head of gold, shoulders and chest of silver, a belly of bronze and thighs of iron and clay. So in verse 34 we read “You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.”


	In the dream Nebuchadnezzar sees a statue and while he's looking at the statue a small stone is cut out without hands, it then strikes the statue at its feet. The whole statue doesn't just break; it literally disintegrates so that nothing is left but dust and powder. This dust and powder then gets blown into oblivion. Now, the interpretation of the dream we see in verse 44. Daniel begins to speak about the various kingdoms explaining that the golden head represents, Babylon, and that the chest of silver represents the next kingdom coming after Babylon. A further kingdom follows after which is the kingdom of iron and clay which we know represents Rome. The details about those kingdoms are covered in my teachings on eschatology; I don’t want to revisit all that now as that’s another subject. 


	So, in verse 44 it says “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom” [Part verse]. Now we know that in the vision the legs and feet of iron mixed with clay represent the Roman Empire. Eschatology is very clear on that. Here Daniel, speaking by the Spirit of God, says that at the time of ‘that’ Kingdom (the legs and feet of iron mixed with clay) that the God of heaven will set up His Kingdom. The dream is about the kingdoms of men but it also reveals the Kingdom of God. It says the Kingdom of God is going to strike the kingdoms of men. This Kingdom, it tells us in rest of verse 44 “which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” [Part verse]


	The Kingdom that God will establish at the time of the kingdoms of men, this Kingdom, that God establishes, will not be left to the people of the world and the kingdoms of men will we be remembered no more. So, let's just conclude Daniels interpretation before we move on. Verse 45 continues “Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold--the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”


	Saints, this seems like an unimportant portion of Scripture. But this is the beginning of God's revelation of His Kingdom. It informs us that the Kingdom of God will come and that it will begin during the times of the kingdoms of men. The Roman Empire, the kingdom of Rome, is symbolized in Daniel Chapter 2 as the part of the statue with legs of iron mixed with clay. The kingdom of Rome abides in some form even today as we've understood from our study of eschatology. The Kingdom of God will begin at the time of the Roman Empire but the end result is that the Kingdom of God will utterly destroy, obliterate and leave without trace, the kingdoms of men. The kingdoms of men will be extinct and remembered no more.


	All that is absolute truth, it’s undeniably certain, it will happen but what on earth does it mean to you and me? Well I'm so pleased you asked that question. The answer is; everything. That leads us on to Matthew Chapter 11. It's so important, when we speak about restoration, that we understand the Kingdom of heaven, because right now the Church is not busy with the Kingdom of heaven. The Church is not busy with the Kingdom of God the Church is busy with the gospel of the Church. The gospel of the Church is completely different to the gospel of the Kingdom. In fact, the gospel of the Church opposes the gospel of the Kingdom. My goodness, that’s a bold statement so if you’re new to Church please don't run of screaming “a heretic, a heretic”! One of my endearing idiosyncrasies is that I like to make outrageous statements but then systematically prove them scripturally. So, let's begin.


	Saints, we've got to move from the gospel of the Church to the gospel of the Kingdom. Jesus made one promise, actually he made many promises, but one that's particularly important to what we're discussing and it’s in the book of Matthew Chapter 24 verse 14. Jesus is speaking about the end times when he makes a most amazing statement. He says and this gospel of the Kingdom; let’s check out the verse to ensure I’m quoting correctly. It says “And this gospel of the Kingdom” [Part verse], note, not “this gospel of salvation,” not “the gospel of the Church.” Jesus says; “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” [Emphasis added] Saints that is a very, very important prophecy. Jesus has promised the Church that before His return and before the end-time plays out, there is going to be a dramatic event and that event is that the gospel of the Kingdom will be preached to every single nation throughout the world – every man, woman and child will be exposed to the gospel of the Kingdom. However as long as we, the Church, are busy with the gospel of the Church, the gospel the Kingdom is not being preached, therefore there has to be a restoration. We can't continue in doing what Christ has not commanded the Church to do. We are not called to preach the gospel of the Church. I suspect that right now you may be asking, “Well what is the gospel of the Church?”


	Thank you, I'm so pleased you asked that question. You should never be afraid to put your hand up in Church and say, “I have no idea what you're talking about; can you please explain what you’ve just said?” Do you know about the chap called John the Baptist? What did John the Baptist do? Yes, he preached repentance, but why did he preach repentance? He preached repentance because the Kingdom of God is at hand. Interesting isn’t it. The New Testament begins with the forerunner of the Messiah, the Prophet John, and his message is repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand. In other words, it's about to come. The Kingdom of heaven is about to come, it had not yet come it, was about to come. 


	In Matthew Chapter 11 verse 1 the Bible says “Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve disciples, that He departed from there to teach and to preach in their cities.” In Matthew Chapter 10, Jesus sends out his disciples and He tells them, in verse 5 to 7, “These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: "Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'” This is the instruction Jesus gave to his disciples before Chapter 11. He told them to go and preach to the nation of Israel that “The Kingdom of heaven is at hand”, it's about to come – that it is imminent. Then he goes on to say in verse 8, “Heal the sick,” the Kingdom of God is at hand. Go preach that message; “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” Interesting, isn’t it.


	Okay, I'm laying the foundations and right now all you can see is scattered bricks everywhere, but we will bring them together. Matthew Chapter 11, Jesus sends out his twelve disciples and in verse 2 and 3 we read, “And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples and said to Him, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” That's incredible, when you think about this. John the Baptist finds himself in prison and he sends two of his disciples to ask Jesus are you really the Messiah? “Have I blown it because not many years ago probably two at the most three years ago I proclaimed before everybody, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world”? I baptized this man, I knew he was the Messiah then but now, just a few years later, I'm now questioning is this The Messiah?”


	Saints what happened to John? Why did John doubt that Jesus was the Messiah? This is crucial if you want to understand the Kingdom of God. We need to look at why John fell into confusion. The Church is also in confusion because we don't understand the gospel of the Kingdom. John was in confusion but at one stage in his life he was absolutely one hundred per cent convinced that Jesus was ‘The Messiah’, that Jesus was ‘The Christ’, that Jesus was ‘The coming King’ of this Kingdom. But now a very short time later, actually a very, very short time later, we're talking at the most three years - that's a very short time, that we see John sending some of his disciples to ask Jesus are you truly the Messiah? Why did John fall into confusion? It was his expectancy! John fell into confusion because of expectancy. His expectation of the Messiah was not in line with the word of the Living God.


	Saints, do you get that? This is very important. John the Baptist fell into error because of his incorrect perception of the King of the Kingdom. John's expectancy was that Jesus would increase and he would decrease but what John really expected was that Jesus would begin to rally the Nation of Israel with God's supernatural enabling, to overthrow the Roman Empire. Not only to deliver the nation of Israel but begin to take over the nations of the world – because, that is the promise of the Messiah. 


	Those of you are familiar with the Old Testament know that all the nations will serve the Lord Jesus Christ. It tells us so in Psalm 2 “Why do the nation's rage and the people plot a vein thing?”.... “Against the Lord and his Anointed”. “He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in derision.” The nations will bow down and kiss the prince.” The Old Testament teaches that when the Messiah comes, when the King of Israel comes, He will bring the nations under His authority and rule. This was the expectation of John the Baptist. So why is that incorrect? Why was John's expectation of the Messiah wrong? His expectation is biblical, yet erroneous at the same time. The Bible also teaches in Isaiah Chapter 53 that the Messiah will be executed for the sins of the nation. (Verse 8 “For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people, He was stricken.”) Psalm 22 tells us that He'll be crucified. Verse 16, “They pierced My hands and My feet;” … Verse 18, “And for My clothing they cast lots.” In Chapter 9 of the Book of Daniel verse 26 speaks about the Messiah being (kârath in Hebrew) cut-off, executed. "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off,” [Part of verse]


	The very same Old Testament that teaches about a glorious King who will take over the nations of the earth also speaks about a suffering servant, who will die for the sins of His people. The Old Testament teaches one Messiah, two comings – one King two comings. The first as a servant to pay the price for man's Redemption, the second to set up His Kingdom. John fell into error not understanding that there were two comings of the Messiah. That the first was for redemption and the second was to set up an eternal Kingdom. That's why John got confused and in the same manner Christians in the Church are falling into misunderstanding, into strife, into division, of backsliding because we don't understand the Kingdom. 


	We have expectations which aren't being met, so we are starting to question God and His Kingdom. We're starting to fight with each other, to destroy each other because we've lost sight of, or have never seen what the Kingdom of God is supposed to be. John blew it, he, who we read, was the greatest of all Old Testament Saints. Likewise, the Church has fumbled today for the very same reason. We don't understand the Kingdom but by God's grace we are going to learn about this glorious Kingdom.


	In verse 3 of Matthew 11, John’s disciples ask Jesus "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?" Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me."” Go, tell John. Look at what's being done, the blind are seeing, the deaf are hearing, the oppressed are going free and the Gospels is being preached to the poor. Why do you ask if I'm the Messiah or not? Look at the fruit of the Kingdom being established.


	Jesus response to John's disciple is; “Look at what is being done. Look at the power of God being manifested. That is all the evidence you need that I am the Messiah and the Kingdom is at hand.” He told these disciples in an earlier Chapter to go, preached the gospel of the Kingdom, tell the folk that the gospel the Kingdom is at hand, heal the sick raise the dead. It says in 1 Corinthians Chapter 4, verse 20 “For the Kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.” The Kingdom of God is not a theology; the Kingdom of God is not a system or a doctrine. The Kingdom of God is God's power, manifest amongst men. Until we are seeing God's power manifest amongst men we are not busy with the Kingdom of God, we're just busy with the kingdom of the gospel of the Church. 


	The gospel the Church concerns itself with doctrine and disputes. The Kingdom of God answers all disputes by the manifest presence and power of God. One does not need to have a seminar about the baptism of the Holy Spirit; you simply need the presence of God present to baptize people in the Holy Spirit. You don't need the books the tapes or the DVDs. Do you see the difference, saints? The Kingdom of God is not in word but in power. The Church has no power, but much word. One is the gospel of the Church; the other is the gospel the Kingdom.


	Now I am a staunch, staunch believer in sound doctrine, in fact I'm an advocate of flawless doctrine. However, I'm also just as fanatical about the power of God being manifest as I am about unblemished doctrine. One without the other is not the Kingdom of God. One without the other is not right. 


	So let’s explore this Kingdom of God. Matthew Chapter 11, verse 6 says; “And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” Saints, the problem with the Church today is that there is so much offense. We are so offended one with another. It doesn't take much for Christians, who once loved each other, the next day to hate one another, with a vicious hatred. Where does this come from? Obviously not from God. That’s not the Kingdom of God being manifest because the Kingdom of God speaks of brotherly love. The attributes Kingdom of God, the Bible tells us, are gentleness, meekness, lowliness of heart, self-control with each esteeming others better than themselves. We obviously are not in the Kingdom of God because we're not seeing those things in the Church. 


	If the characteristics of the Kingdom were manifest in the Church, then the Church would be behaving like Christ expects us to behave. But we're not, and in fact we sometimes act terribly then wake up the next morning, have our quiet time with God and think we're okay. That's the depth of our delusion. I'm not speaking of any particular individual; I’m speaking about the Church universally. I'm speaking about the Church of Jesus Christ, about the Church of Jesus universally. I know it sounds like I'm waffling but I'm going to move on and by God's grace this will all start to make sense soon. 


	Let’s read Matthew 11: 7-11 “As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written: 'Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.'”


	Now, take note of verse 11 “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” I can guarantee you that very few Christians today actually believe that's true. No, don't “Amen”, say “Oh my, oh goodness!” Did you just hear what Jesus said? “Of all those born of woman,” that's Moses, David, Samuel, Miriam, Esther, Ruth and Deborah, (so the ladies don't feel excluded), Elisha and Elijah. None of those are greater than John the Baptist. What Jesus is saying is that John the Baptist was the greatest prophet that ever lived, until that day. That means John the Baptist, according to Jesus, the words of the LORD, was greater than Moses in his spiritual authority and in his relationship with the Father. He was greater than King David, greater than any individual who ever lived, up until that moment. Saints, John was not just some insignificant prophet, he is, by the account of the actual words our Lord Jesus Christ, the greatest prophet that ever lived. Now, here comes a great truth that many of us refused to believe. Jesus says, “But he or, she, who is least in the Kingdom of heaven, is greater than he.” Of those born of women none has been greater than John the Baptist but the least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than John. This means that you potentially, according to the will of God, are greater in terms of the spiritual authority, your access to God and the power of God flowing through you, then Moses ever was.


	After all I mean what did Moses do? He only split the Red Sea. He only called down ten plagues, struck a rock and a fountain of water gushed out. You know, he only prayed then God opened the earth and swallowed 250 people. I mean, after all Moses didn't do much, did he? Clearly, you obviously knew that you were greater than Moses so what is all the confusion about! You see Saints, the problem is that we look at what Moses did and then think that this scripture (Matthew 11:11) can't be true. That's because we don't understand the Kingdom of heaven.


	Before I go on I do need to make some clarification, so please read carefully. At this point in Scripture round about AD 25 or 26, Moses was not in the Kingdom of heaven. Neither was John the Baptist in the Kingdom of heaven because the Kingdom of heaven hadn't come yet. The Kingdom of heaven was at hand but Moses never lived under the Kingdom of heaven. John the Baptist never lived under the Kingdom of heaven. King David never lived under the Kingdom of heaven. No, they all lived under the Old Covenant, under the Mosaic Law. They never tasted or experienced the Kingdom of heaven until the resurrection of Jesus. They ministered under the Law of Moses and never had the opportunity to minister under the power of the Kingdom of heaven which you and I have the awesome privilege of ministering under. Spiritually because of what Jesus has done, not because you and I are anything special but only because of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. It is because of what He did that we have the privilege of access to the Father, the baptism in the Holy Spirit – the Living God dwelling within our being – which makes us greater than any Old Testament Saints. 


	It's time then that we start believing that. Not because I am anything, actually it’s quite the opposite, it’s because God is everything. It’s only because of God's love that I have the potential to do great works because the Kingdom of God is within me. It’s only through God's enabling that can I do greater works than any of the Old Testament Saints. What a struggle for us, ah? How hard it is, to have the Word of God and not being able to believe it. Dear Saints, that's the problem with the Church. We have the Word, we might even know the Word, but we don't believe the Word. Many of say I can’t deny what I read in that verse in Matthew. I can't deny what it says, because it's in the Bible. Jesus said it, so I know it's true but I cannot find faith to believe it. Is that where you are? Do you say “I can't find faith to believe that I am in a better position spiritually and have the potential to be more effective than any of the Old Testament Saints?” Unfortunately, that's where the Church finds itself today.


	Anyway, moving on, Mathew 11 verse 12, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” Now if you've got an English translation that verse makes absolutely no sense. If you've got a new American Study Bible, then you can look at the footnote. Then perhaps it begins to make sense, but you probably don’t have such a Bible in which case you’re completely in the dark. So what does this verse 12 footnote say? It gives the literal translation. “The Kingdom of heaven is forcibly entered and the violent seizes it for themselves.” That begins to sheds light on the meaning but only partially.


	The verse begins, “from the days of John the Baptist until now.” Let me ask you a question, how long had the Kingdom of heaven been suffering violence for? I'll give you a clue, “from the days of John the Baptist until now the Kingdom of heaven suffers violence,” How long had the Kingdom of heaven been exposed to violence? “From the days of John the Baptist until now the Kingdom of Heaven…” Saints this calls for comprehension. That’s a wonderful tool to use, when reading the Bible! “From the days until John the Baptist,” so when did the Kingdom of heaven start suffering violence? From the days of John, that is what Jesus said. From the days of John, he didn’t say from days of Moses. How long had John been ministering? “From the days until John the Baptist until now,” We know that Jesus only ministered for three and a half years so, all right, let's assume that this account is taking place in the second or third year of Jesus’ ministry. John probably started ministering at the age what about twenty. Jesus was baptized at the age of thirty. John was six months older than Jesus. Mary goes to visit Elizabeth and the Bible says Elizabeth was six months pregnant. Mary had just conceived, by the Holy Spirit, but it says that the babe in Elizabeth's womb leaped for joy. There were six months between Jesus and John. So let's assume that John started ministering at 20 and he baptized Jesus when Jesus was about 30. Let's say this verse takes place in the second or third year of Christ's ministry so we're looking at a period of 12 of 13 years. Or perhaps John started ministering at 18 in which case it was 15 years. 


	The point is the Kingdom heaven began to be reality when John the Baptist started ministering. Up until the time of John the Father had not introduced the Kingdom to earth. What does that mean? It means that the Old Testament has nothing to do with the Kingdom of God. The prophecies, however, in the Old Testament speak more about the Kingdom of God than the New Testament does but the Law of Moses has nothing to do with the Kingdom of God. The various foods that you can or can't eat have got nothing to do with the Kingdom of God. The way you worship, wearing certain clothing has got nothing to do the Kingdom of God. Anyway that’s by the bye.


	John's message was to repent for the Kingdom of God is at hand - the King of heaven is “at hand.” That is the message that he preached. The Kingdom of heaven, from the time of the preaching of John until now, the Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence. That word ‘violence’ in the Greek is biazō.” Biazō actually doesn't mean violence, as a showing aggression towards somebody; it means energy to press in. For example, in a place like India when the train stops at a station and 300 people try to squeeze into a carriage that’s only meant to accommodate a hundred then you will see biazo; you'll see energy being expended, to press in. You're going to see effort. to provide a more traditional explanation, it's like a department store’s red-hangar sale, where there's one garment and ten ladies who want that garment. Who gets the garment? The one who expresses ‘biazō’; the passion to press in, to seize hold of, to obtain, gets the garment. Biazō; it is a passion to obtain, a passion to press in, a passion to hold and have ownership of.


	Now, understanding Greek a bit better we'll read the scripture again, “From the time of John the Baptist until now” – over the last fifteen years or so, since Jesus. Not 2000 years, not a century, it’s just 15 years. From John to now, the Kingdom of heaven is seized by the passionate. It is seized by those who thirst to obtain the Kingdom. And the Kingdom has been seized by the passionate, and the ‘biastēs’, (the violent) those are the energetic the passionate, they take it by force.


	Now what on earth does that mean? Why am I so excited about all this? Well, let me help you. Under the Law of Moses, you did not need to be biazō, you don't need to be energetic or passionate you just needed to be obedient. Please Saints, hear this. Under the Law of Moses and serving God prior to the resurrection of Christ you could have God's favour without passion. If you study the Law of Moses, you’ll come to the conclusion that the law indeed is good. It’s good, it’s fair, there's nothing that God requires that is unreasonable. What God requires through the Old Covenant under the Law of Moses is that you obey the Law. When you mess it up, which you will then you go and sacrifice, you make it right with God.


	The reward for your obedience is the following;


	

		God's blessing and favour will be upon you, upon your family, upon your body.


		You'll have no sickness; you'll be in perfect health.


		Blessing will be upon your offspring and upon your children; they'll be born healthy without defects.


		Blessing will be on your animals, which will reproduce healthy offspring every year.


		God's blessing will be upon your crops; you will have abundance in everything.


		God will keep your enemies away from your nation so that you'll not experience war.


		There’ll be no need to defend yourself because God will fight for you. If in the event that your enemy does arise against you, five of you will put ten thousand of flight - so you'd never have to worry about your enemy. 





	All you needed to do was to obey the Law of Moses and God's goodness, God's blessings, God's grace and God's favour would abound toward you. That's the law, how much passion does that require? It doesn't, it just requires blind obedience. It doesn't require passion because I've got nothing really to lose. The rewards are too great. I can gain so much and lose nothing. It doesn’t cost me my life. I've got no foes that are going to kill me. Nobody's going to hate me for wanting to serve God. God's goodness and God's protection will be upon me and my family and my nation.


	Then, along comes Jesus and He begins this nonsense about the Kingdom. They hate Me; they're going to hate you. You’re going to be hated by all nations for My name's sake. They’re going to persecute you and blessed are you when you’re persecuted. Don't lay up for yourselves treasures on earth where thief breaks in to steal and moth and rust destroy but lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven – follow Me. You'll have nowhere to lay your head; the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head


	That's a very different from the gospel of Moses or the Law of Moses. The Law of Moses promised wealth and protection. Jesus promised persecutions and hardship. What is the Church preaching? It’s peaching Moses. The Churches are preaching Moses – God wants you wealthy, God wants you Blessed, God wants you're rich. God wants you to be overcomers, God wants you have to have no enemies. That's not the gospel of the Kingdom, Saints. If you want to enter into the Kingdom of heaven, it's going to cost you everything. Jesus says that he who wants to enter the Kingdom of heaven is likened to a man who's about to go to war. He needs to weigh the cost, has he got enough men to defeat his enemy. Or the man who wants to build a tower does he have enough resources to finish the project.


	The Kingdom of heaven isn't entered into lightly. Why does it say to sit down and count the cost? Because this is going to cost you, it's going to cost you everything. Under Moses it didn't cost you anything, you just had to obey. Those rewards and the benefits were unbelievable, incredible. However, in the Kingdom it’s going to cost you your very life. It's only by laying down your life that you can enter the Kingdom. You need to sit down and say am I prepared to pay the price to enter the Kingdom? It’s not like the Law of Moses. Within the Kingdom of heaven one has to love one’s enemy, one has to make oneself of no reputation, one has to deny oneself, one has to be broken – it's a high cost.  


	What then is the reward of the Kingdom, if the cost is so high? What is the benefit with the Kingdom of God? Well, the Bible says the Kingdom of heaven will abide forever and that the Kingdom of heaven will rule over God's new creation. Jesus died on a cross Saints, so that man might be forgiven, so that man could be adopted, so that man could be transformed, so that man could become sons and daughters of the Most High God – to be co-heirs of the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus said in the Gospel of Luke Chapter 12, verse 32, “It is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” [Part Verse] Jesus died so that you and I could be co-heirs of the Kingdom, we will rule for all eternity. Unfortunately, the Church is busy with a kingdom that is earth-bound that has no promise of the future, where power isn't important. You can have Church without having the power God manifest but you can't have the Kingdom of heaven present without having the King of the Kingdom presence in power.


	The Law of Moses says we inherit the things of this life, the things of this earth and the blessings of Earth. In the Kingdom of heaven, we receive the blessing of the King; an inheritance of the King which is an eternal inheritance. The Kingdom of heaven requires passion. You enter into the Kingdom of heaven and begin to tastes of the fruit for the Kingdom of heaven by passion – by a passion to press in.


	This Chapter is just laying the foundations and I believe we’ve done that. However, I need to share a bit more about passion. How does it affect you and me? Saints, the problem with the Church today is generally most Christians are apathetic. A simpler word for that is lazy, content, an attitude of who cares really. Yes, indifferent, content or apathetic. There is very little passion in the Church – very, very little. If God doesn't move when we come together that's okay, for most of us, for almost all of us. At least the word was good, the praise and worship was nice, I got to speak to somebody who hadn't really connected with for a while and of course the tea and coffee afterwards was particularly well served. But Saints, this is the state of the Church, am I wrong, am I? Am I right, am I? Of course I'm right, because the Church is so apathetic. Generally, we really don't care if God doesn't pitch up. It’s okay if nobody gets healed, as nobody has ever been healed in our Church anyway! It’s okay if we're Pentecostal Charismatic and nobody gets full of the Holy Spirit, that's all right. It's okay if the gifts of the Spirit don’t function amongst us, because, you know, hey, they functioned two years ago. We know we’re Pentecostal, based on what happened, oh, you know, three decades back! That is apathy in the Church because we don't understand the Kingdom. The Kingdom of heaven is a Kingdom of power. The Kingdom of heaven is a Kingdom of glory. In another scripture the Apostle Paul says in Romans Chapter 14 verse 17 “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” The Kingdom of God Saints, when the Kingdom of God is present then the evidence of God's presence is on display.


	If I’m in the Kingdom, then I won’t be worrying about what I can or can't eat. Those of you that know me can see I'm on a see-food diet. I see food, I eat it. I don't eat pork or things like that that's because of my culture. I grew up not eating the stuff and I still think it's crazy to eat it but that's culture. You welcome to have your pork pie and that's great, just give me some smoked salmon and cream cheese while you’re you doing it. Saints, if the Church is busy with stuff – food, drink, holidays, Sabbaths, this and that, where's the peace of God? Where's the joy of the Holy Spirit? Where's the power of God? Are souls coming into His presence and being convicted of sin by the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life? Does your testimony have power because you are in the Kingdom? The sad truth for many in the Church the answer is no. No, I do not walk in power. I do not walk in the joy of the Spirit. I do not walk in the love of Christ or in the contentment of Christ or the Passion of Christ. 


	Saints, from the time of John until Jesus the only way you could enter the Kingdom of heaven was with passion. Think about those who listened to the message of John the Baptist. In Israel you had one religion, called Judaism. Everyone went to synagogue and every synagogue was related. The Jews were all Jews so if you met at Capernaum or you met at Bethlehem, it didn’t matter where you met you were all part of one religion, of one religious body. Then along comes John the Baptist and he starts upsetting the applecart. He says you need to repent of your sins. Don't say that you’re, sons of Abraham. Don't get your identity from your heritage. Don't get your identity in God because of your tradition. Don't get your identity because of your religion. Don't say I'm a child of Abraham. John told them that God can raise up sons from these stones. They protested, “I'm Jewish, my father was Jewish, my grandfather was Jewish, I'm a child of the Covenant.” “No,” John says, “you need to repent. You need to love your enemy. You need to show the character of God in your life.” All of a sudden he'd raised the bar, from blind obedience to responding to God. Now I am obliged to respond. If you see yourself as a sinner, you need to get baptized. So as people were being baptized word got out to the religious leaders and they began to send out some of their own to listen to John. These Pharisees and Sadducees would stand and look and see who was being baptized and those people were immediately ostracized from the community, immediately cut off. If you were in a nation where all believed in the one thing and now you've been cut off, it does certainly affect your life doesn't it? It certainly does create hardship. It has a cost to it. Am I willing to sacrifice my relationship with my loved ones, with my family and with my friends? I'm willing to suffer in the business world because now my contacts are going to have a problem with me. It began at the time of John. Entering the Kingdom began to have a high price and only those who were passionate, who were willing to pay the price, could enter the Kingdom. Mathew 11 verse 12, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.”


	The Kingdom of heaven is entered when one understands the value of the Kingdom in conjunction with one's absolute need and desire to obtain it. Many of Jesus’ parables speak about the value of the Kingdom and what an individual is prepared to sacrifice to obtain it. Jesus on one occasion says the Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure in a field which, when a man finds he sells everything he has to purchase the field that he may obtain the treasure. The Kingdom of heaven is so valuable that I will give up everything, everything that I may obtain it. That’s its value to me. It is more precious to have than anything and I will gladly, willingly sell everything so that I may obtain the Kingdom.


	In another place he says that Kingdom of heaven is like a merchant going out to seek a pearl of great price and finding one he sells everything that he may obtain it. Jesus spoke a lot about the value of the Kingdom. Now, think about this Saints, the value of the Kingdom is beyond price because it is beyond anything that we can understand, comprehend or relate to. 


	God, the Almighty, our Creator has purposed for man, through Christ, to obtain the rulership of His Own Kingdom. The father has given Jesus rule and the Bible says we will be co-rulers with him. The cost, the price to obtain the Kingdom was paid for by the blood of God, that's how valuable the Kingdom is. That God, the Lord Jesus Christ, died on a cross to pay the entry fee. The value of the Kingdom is beyond anything because the Kingdom of God will rule for eternity. An offer has been made to men, by that I mean men and women, to obtain a place in the Kingdom. However, it will cost you everything, absolutely everything.


	To enter the Kingdom, one has to be prepared to live by the laws and the rules of the Kingdom. Now, this is where the Church misses it. The gospel of the Church is a gospel of distorted grace. I repeat; the gospel of the Church is the gospel of distorted grace. What do I mean by that? Well, God knows we're all sinners. God knows we’re all useless and pathetic, that's why the blood of Jesus cleanses us. Just live as you like, it's okay, God will forgive you – “Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound.” … I can live as I want to, - that's garbage! Jesus says in Matthew Chapter 7 verses 21-23 “"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'” He’s saying, “You live by another law, a law that is foreign to My Kingdom.” See Saints, there is one; there's only one set of laws in the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of heaven. It's the laws that Jesus taught in the Gospels and what the Apostles taught to the early Church. If you want to be part of the Kingdom you need to count the cost. Am I prepared to walk in love? Now, I'm talking about Godly love. You see I've been accused of being the most loveless, uncaring Minister, ever. I don't believe that besides me and Satan that anybody has ever had a worse rap. That’s because people, who have been angered with me, say, “You have no love.” Now, what does that mean? Well, they understand the gospel of the Church. They say you don't come and drink tea with me. You don't come and mourn and attend the wake when my pet budgie dies. No, quite right, I don't. I'm sorry, I'm just not pastoral. I don't remember birthdays; I seldom put much emphasis on mine. Here’s the thing, that's not love. It’s got nothing to do with love – that’s pampering.


	Real love is that I care about your eternal state. I care about you as Christians. I care that you would know God. My passion, that keeps me awake at night, is that you would know God in fullness. Knowing that everything is done for you. That you would live in it, walk in it, be part of it, - that's my love. That’s Kingdom love. I'll tell you when you’re in error. I'll tell you nicely the first time, I'd tell you not so nicely the second time and the third time if you won’t repent, I’ll ask you to leave the Church. But I will walk with you if there's repentance and that's called godly love. It's actually nicer that Jesus. Jesus said that if they won't listen to you, walk away. 


	Saints, the laws of the Kingdom are not the current laws of the Church. The Church has distorted the laws of the Kingdom and we devised our own form of Christianity. We require our Pastor to be a weak willy-nilly male. I'm sorry but many Christian Pastors pray feebly, “Dear Lord Jesus….” Listen, sorry I'm a man. I'm sorry, I have hair on my chest and I’m a man. I'm a guy and I'm not going be some nancy–pansy pushover just because that's supposed to be love. Love, is a genuine caring for an individual. If I have to slap you on the side of the head to get the nonsense out of you so that God can come into you, I’ll do it. And you say, “You don't love me, you're a bigot.” But I do love you, you just don't understand love.

OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.jpg
XinXii





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpeg
THE GOSPEL

()1 1H1

& \ r i ' ¥/
A XAl N\ \. » Jm4/’ LN o

3 N()t thc Gospel ()f thL Uluuh






OEBPS/Images/black-dividers-and-border-vectors.jpeg





