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	Introduction


	Have you ever noticed how some people go through life almost effortlessly as if they were born on top of a cloud and regardless of what comes their way they seem to shine with a smile on their face? Then there are others who seem to struggle in everything they do and no matter what happens they can never come out ahead! I personally have noticed in my life that whenever I trust my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with my life and listen to His words and follow His voice that my life is on that cloud of peace that floats through life as if nothing can touch me no matter what is going on around me. Unfortunately, I can also attest to the times when I have ignored God’s words and decided to go my own selfish ways and it seemed as though chaos was waiting around every corner in my life. It may seem simple, but if you can just grasp this powerful lesson you can obtain the contentment and joy amidst a fallen world just like the Apostles did.


	This is a God inspired and Holy Spirit led book. I received the call to write this book in one of my “Jesus sessions,” which is where I spend an hour imagining Jesus is sitting across from me and we talk like friends. In this particular session, I told Him that I wanted to know Him better. He told me that He “detests witchcraft, sorcery, idolatry, and ignorance”. I agreed with Him and said, “God gave us a manual on how to live, what to do and what not to do. It even tells us the consequences of our actions if we follow God’s word or not.” He then told me, “I want you to show people their ignorance. Put a short guide for people to know how to live based on things of the Bible.” He then gave me specific details on how to do it. He told me to pray and fast for three days so He could tell me what to put in the book. So I did what He said and prayed and fasted for three days. During this time, He gave me a large portion of what to put in the book. I got the rest of the ideas through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our teacher. My wife received the call from God to help finish and smooth out the book when I was almost finished. I am a science major so I put the book together like a scientific paper. My wife is an English major and a published author, so she was able to make the book not so boring. I am not sure why God called me to write the book instead of my wife, but He has a reason for everything.


	This book tells us the right way to live and the wrong way to live in accordance with God’s word in the Bible. It also explains what will happen to you if you abide by His laws or if you don’t. God made us and gave us our own free will, so we have the option to follow His laws or not. It’s your choice, if you follow His laws He will bless you, if you don’t He won’t. This book gives you examples of what happens in both situations based on the scriptures. It is not intended to be the only thing you read in regard to how you live your life for Christ. The Bible should be the main thing you get your knowledge from. 


	We are at war with Satan and his demons. Ephesians 6:12 says, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” We need to arm ourselves as best and as much as we can and put on the full armor of the Lord! Satan has blinded us in many ways. One of the main ways he is blinding us believers is to what commandments we are supposed to follow and which ones we shouldn’t. 2 Corinthians 4:4 says, “...the god of this world (Satan) has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” Satan is the master of confusion. He disrupts and confuses people wherever he goes. Satan has had his hand in many things. One of them is the reason so many people are telling us conflicting things about the Bible. God has inspired me to write this book in defense to what Satan has done. This book will tell you how to truly live your life as a Christian! If you actively listen and follow the teachings in this book, your life will be changed for the good, in Jesus Name! 




Proclamation from the Lord


	I received the call to write this book from God. This book would not be complete without the proclamation the Lord told me to make. The Lord told me that I must proclaim that THE PEOPLE MUST REPENT TO BE SAVED. IT IS NOT A ONCE SAVED, ALWAYS SAVED WORLD UNDER MY COMMAND. TURN BACK WHILE YOU STILL HAVE MY GRACE. The Lord also told me to proclaim the same words He told Jeremiah to proclaim to Israel, but this applies to the whole world.


	 


	‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the Lord;


	‘I will not look upon you in anger.


	For I am gracious,’ declares the Lord;


	‘I will not be angry forever.


	 ‘Only acknowledge your iniquity,


	That you have transgressed against the Lord your God


	And have scattered your favors to the strangers under every green tree,


	And you have not obeyed My voice,’ declares the Lord.


	‘Return, O faithless sons,’ declares the Lord;


	‘For I am a master to you,


	And I will take you one from a city and two from a family,


	And I will bring you to Zion.’ (Jeremiah 3:12-14).


	 


	God is saying that He wants you back. All you have to do is acknowledge your iniquity or sin and He will pour out His grace upon you and you will be free. If you don’t, the grace He has set aside (Ephesians 4:7) for you will run out and you will fall into destruction.




Part 1




Chapter 1: How God’s Grace Fits in


	Most of us have heard it said, “By the Grace of God…” What does that really mean? Sometimes the word grace gets thrown around too much as a way to justify our actions. I have heard people call it “Greasy Grace”. But the truth is that we are all sinners, we can never be perfect like Jesus. Without God’s grace we would be condemned, we would perish. God knows that and doesn’t expect us to be perfect. 


	In the Old Testament God’s people had to sacrifice animals to ask forgiveness for their sins. Hebrews 9:22 says, “… all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” This was through the law of Moses, but John 1:17 says, “… grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.” In the Old Testament we were given grace by shedding the blood of an animal. After Jesus came, died, and resurrected we are given grace by just asking forgiveness in our hearts and minds. I don’t know about you, but I like how things are now. We don’t have enough animals to keep up with all of our sins!


	The word grace is mentioned in the NASB Bible 125 times and 159 times in the King James Version. It’s different with each version or translation. To make my point, I’ll stick with the NASB. Love is mentioned 484 times and 99 times for mercy. God is a gracious, loving, and merciful God, but He put the rules or commandments in the Bible for a reason. That reason is because of how much we sin. Sin is mentioned 1,176 times! God is a just God and He won’t let you take advantage of Him or other people forever. Colossians 3:25 says, “For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.” God knows everything that we do, have done, and everything that we will ever do. Everything we do is recorded in a book that God keeps for judgement day (Revelations 20:12). God will give grace to those that have been saved through Jesus Christ and follow His commands and will be rewarded for it, but destruction for those that don’t.


	This book does not buy righteousness, your actions do not buy righteousness, and you cannot earn righteousness! This book is merely a guide to educate you on the results of reaping what you sow and on how to love God through obedience. To be clear, this book is not a ticket to heaven. There is no ticket outside of the believe in Jesus Christ. 


	God’s grace comes in many forms in our lives and one of those forms is the ability to hear the Holy Spirit. You cannot depend on the laws of the Bible; you can only be led by the Holy Spirit. He is our teacher and if we let Him He will teach us how to walk in God’s ways and to be led in love. You cannot be justified by keeping the law; we are ONLY justified by Christ, not by man, laws, or rules (Jeremiah 17:5). We must always continue into the grace of God. Our nature wants to be independent from God and to do things on our own, but His grace gently and lovingly calls us back to Him like how a parent sweetly encouraging their one-year-old to take steps toward them. 


	The truth is, we are too weak to follow the law (Romans 8:3). This is where God’s grace comes in like a dramatic star of the show. When all darkness is around and there is only silence Grace jumps on stage with all lights shining, all music blaring and love overflowing to everyone watching. You cannot have God’s grace without love because God is love. 


	John 15:13 says, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (NIV)


	
Love
Love is faithful,
It is not fleeting.
Love is not a feeling,
It is a conscious decision,
To put the needs of others before yours.
Love is not infatuation or temporary passion,
It is true admiration and long lasting compassion.
Love is not empty promises or false words of flattery,
It is an honest and genuine desire to build up those you see.
Love is sacrificing your own selfishness to meet another's need.
Love is when you lay down your stubborn pride to say sorry.
Love is when you serve and work hard for another unseen,
Love speaks encouragement to the weak and broken.
Love gives life when all hope is lost.
Love never looks at the cost.


	 


	When we love others we fulfill the law. Jesus fulfilled the law and when we love to get to be a part of it! We get to enjoy in the reaping of the reward! Do you see how powerful this is?! This is greater than anything we have ever done ourselves. We get to be seated with Christ in Heaven because of His grace! I urge you, do not rely on your own efforts but instead focus on the grace of Jesus. We are made holy through Christ. 


	 


	Testimony Time: I (Ashley) remember a sweet old man who used to come into the coffee shop I worked at when I was 20 years old. He would always try to tip me $20 for simply pouring him a cup of coffee (he couldn’t walk very well so I would always bring it to him). I felt compassion for him so I would sit down with him whenever I had a chance and simply visit with him. He seemed lonely. One day he started pouring out a confession to me on how he was unfaithful to late wife when they were younger. The sadness and guilt in his eyes was overwhelming. Sorrowfully he said, “I gave her lots of money so she could go shopping anytime she wanted to.” He then paused for several minutes choking back tears, “I hope that was enough.” I was speechless; he truly believed his actions of giving her money redeemed his unfaithfulness to her. I can’t remember what all I said next, but I most likely told him how God was faithful to forgive him, and that I was sure his wife knew he was sorry. Isn’t that the case for many of us though? 


	 


	We tend to think that if we give money to charity, or donate our time for the Lord that it will somehow make up for our sins and reassure our salvation. You wouldn’t believe all of the people who have said to me that they believe they would go to heaven because of the good things they have done in life. It is natural instinct for us to try to buy our salvation or somehow pay back to Lord. We cannot. We have nothing to offer but our brokenness and repentance. “My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise” (Psalm 51:17).




Chapter 2: Grace for the sleeping Christians


	We are called to be obedient, which means that we must follow the laws, but since we are all fleshly creatures, we will sin from time to time, many times without even knowing it. In order for grace to kick in, we must repent from our sins. That is, when we do realize. It could take years for us to realize that we are sinning if we don’t study the Bible very often. Once we do realize and repent, God will give us grace and forgive us. He then allows us the privilege to enter into the kingdom of heaven again. The next portion will go over what happens to Christians that die while sinning and without repenting or the sleeping Christian.


	What happens when you are a Christian or have accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior and “fell asleep” and didn’t repent from your sins and then died? This is a very good question. Let’s define what a sleeping Christian is first. It says in Romans 13: 11-14 that “... knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now, salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore, let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.” This is telling us to awaken and stop sinning like everyone else in the world. It is telling us to follow God’s commandments once again. A sleeping Christian is a person that stops seeking the Lord and begins to sin like the rest of the world without repentance. 


	Now that we know what a sleeping Christian is, we can see what happens to them. 1 Corinthians 15:18 says, “then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. It says in 1 Thessalonians 4:14 that “for if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.” This means that those that believed in Jesus and died in the sleep state will still go to be with Him. This is after Jesus returns though and as you will see later, it is much later. What happens to them in the meantime or from the time they die to the time Jesus comes to get them? I believe they will be in Hell. 


	It says in 1 Corinthians 15:18 that “those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.” John 3:16 says that if you perish you won’t have eternal life. I also believe this because the end of 1 Thessalonians 4:16 says “... and the dead in Christ will rise first.” If they have to rise, then they weren’t in Heaven with Jesus already. Paul talks about what happens to a believer of Christ in 2 Corinthians 5:6, 8, which says, “... that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord … and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.” This clearly tells us that when we die we will be with the Lord Jesus Christ and He is in Heaven.


	 Many other verses in the Bible tells us we will go to Hell if you don’t follow His commands. It says in Revelations 3:16 that “so because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.” I also believe sleeping Christians that die go to Hell because of all the testimonies of people seeing Christians in Hell. Hell is not a permanent place for people to stay. The lake of fire is the place of torment that will last forever and ever (Revelations 20:10).  


	It says in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 says, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.” They will rise before those that never believed in Jesus or were never saved. I believe they will be judged first at the great white throne of judgment. The great white throne of judgement happens after Jesus returns to the earth, after the rapture, and after the 1000 years Satan is bound up and thrown in the abyss (Revelations 20:1-3). It says in Revelations 20:12-13:  
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