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To date, he has published more than 100 books, standing out in
various areas: Law (Basic Legal Dictionary, Labor Law Manual,
Political Constitution of the United Mexican States, Introduction
to Civil and Constitutional Law); Education (Pedagogical
Terminology, Didactic Resources for Secondary and Baccalaureate);
in Poetry, with titles such as "From the city at Night",
"Ceremonies to Your Body", "Mint Green", "You arrived late"; as
well as in History "Mexican Lines – Historical Characters"
"Curiosities about world leaders" "The 100 best books in history";
Story, Novel and Teaching of the foreign language.
  
  


  
He has several national and international awards and his texts
have been published in Mexico, the United States, Argentina and
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He is the Founder and President of Knowledge and Intercultural
Innovation Armando Hart Dávalos, A. C. who currently works teaching
courses, workshops and conferences on topics related to inclusion
and social participation, promotion of values and legal and
pedagogical intellectual development, among other activities of a
community and social.
  
  


  
  


  
  


  
  


  
  


  
  


  
  


  
  


  
  


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  

  
This book was written in 2021.

  
 


  

  
You may find the spanish versión in diferents platforms.

  
 


  

  
Just type Luis Fernando Narváez Cázares on Google

  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  
 


  

  
1.- The full name of the country is: United Mexican States,
surely you already knew that. What you did not know is that this
name was adopted after 1824, when as the nation considered the
neighbor to the north as an example of freedom and democracy, which
is why the "United States" was adopted.

  
 


  

  
2.- The first printing press on the continent was used in
Mexico, this happened in the year 1539.

  
 


  

  
3.- These ingredients of the gastronomy are originally from
Mexico: Avocado, amaranth, nopal, cocoa, chili, tomato, epazote,
corn among many others.

  
 


  

  
4.- Among the autochthonous animals you can find: the volcano
rabbit, xoloitzcuintle, axolotl, raft coral, desert tortoise and
pygmy rattlesnake to mention a few.

  
 


  

  
5.- Mexico ranks second as it is the country with the most
Catholic citizens, this after Brazil.

  

  
The celebration of the Day of the Dead is older than the
arrival of the Spaniards, as there is evidence of its celebration
in cultures such as the Mexica, Mayan, Purépecha and Totonaca.

  
 


  

  
6.- The first building to be built in Mexico was the “Viceregal
Palace” in 1526, today known as the National Palace.

  
 


  

  
7.- Mexico City is the eighth richest city in the world, and
generates 17% of the national GDP. It is the largest financial
center in both Mexico and Latin America.

  
 


  

  
8.- Guadalupe Victoria was the first President of Mexico, his
full name is José Miguel Fernández Guadalupe Victoria and he
decided to only use Guadalupe in honor of the Virgin.

  
 


  

  
9.- INAH has more than 37 thousand archaeological sites in its
registry. Among the best known are Teotihuacán, Tulum and
Tajín.

  
 


  

  
10.- The Mexican flag has 3 colors: red, which represents the
blood of those who fought in the wars of Independence; white, which
refers to purity; and green, symbol of hope. In the central
vertical strip (white) an eagle appears resting on a cactus, eating
a snake, which refers to an ancient legend.

  
 


  

  
11.- We not only find it on the flag, the symbol of the serpent
is quite recurrent in the Mayan culture. Kukulcán, the God of the
feathered serpent, is the protagonist of one of the most famous
Mayan pyramids: that of Chichén Itzá. Every year at the equinoxes,
the direction of the sun's rays and the position of the pyramid
cause a very peculiar phenomenon to occur, in which it seems that a
snake is descending from the northwest staircase. It is a magical
moment that we hope we can see sometime in life. More info
here.

  
 


  

  
12.- One of the best known and most loved Mexican songs is
Cielito Lindo, which has become almost a national anthem,
especially when Mexicans get together abroad. It is very pretty,
really.

  
 


  

  
13.- Do you like chocolate? Well, we have to thank Mexico for
having shared this exquisite delicacy with the rest of the human
beings. In fact, many other foods originate from Mexico, such as
corn or chili.

  
 


  

  
14.- And speaking of chili ... Mexicans are not afraid of
spicy, what is more: they love it.

  
 


  

  
15.- Did you know that color television was invented in Mexico?
Indelible ink and the contraceptive pill are also Mexican
inventions.

  
 


  

  
16.- The Disney movie "Coco" popularized one of the most
heartfelt celebrations in the entire country: the Day of the
Dead.

  
 


  

  
17.- After a trip to Mexico Salvador Dalí said that in no way
would he return there, since he could not bear to be in a more
surreal country than his own paintings.

  
 


  

  
18.- The best known Mexican beer in the world is Corona, but
there are many other brands, such as Modelo, Sol, Tecate, Pacífico
...

  
 


  

  
19.- Another word that made us laugh is "fart" and not because
of what you are thinking ... in Mexico it is like a wild card for
hundreds of situations.

  
 


  

  
20.- And how can we forget about the concept of "right now"? If
a Mexican friend tells you that they are arriving now, they may
arrive in five minutes or five hours.

  
 


  

  
21.- Surely you know that the largest coral reef in the world
is in Australia. But did you know that the second is in Mexico? It
is located in the Riviera Maya, specifically in front of the coast
of Mahahual.

  
 


  

  
22.- One of the best known Mexican figures outside the country
is Frida Kalho, a painter who had a super interesting (and
complicated) life.

  
 


  

  
23.- Although the border between Mexico and the United States
is one of the most famous in the world (unfortunately for political
reasons), by length it is only the tenth longest. It measures 3,169
km and passes through the following states: Texas, New Mexico,
Arizona and California in the United States; and Tamaulipas, Nuevo
León, Coahuila de Zaragoza, Chihuahua, Sonora and Baja California
in Mexico.

  
 


  

  
24.- The holiday of May 5 is often confused with Independence
Day (September 16). But in reality, during Cinco de Mayo the battle
of Puebla is remembered when the Mexicans managed to win the French
invaders for the first time (year 1862), considered until that
moment as one of the best and most prepared armies in the world
(more info) .

  
 


  

  
25.- Good news for nature lovers: Mexico not only has cities
with a magnificent historical and cultural legacy, but it is also a
land of more than 200,000 species of animals and plants. Thanks to
a complex orography, it is one of the countries with the most
biodiversity in the world, and it seems that around 10% of the
planet's species of land animals and plants reside here! Jaguars,
whales, and monarch butterflies are just 3 examples.

  
 


  

  
26.- The Mayans were one of the most impressive civilizations
in history and are surrounded by mysteries, legends and
curiosities. One of the data that struck us the most is that,
according to the canons of beauty at the time, sharp teeth and
strabismus were the most.

  
 


  

  
27.- Mexico is the navel of the moon

  

  
It will not be its official name, but in practice we all talk
about Mexico. Have you ever wondered where this word comes from?
Well, of Aztec origin and is made up of three concepts. Meztli
means moon, xictli is navel and co refers to a place. Therefore,
etymologically Mexico is the navel of the moon, which reinforces
the importance of astrological beliefs in Aztec times.

  
 


  

  
28.- What does the flag mean? One of the best curiosities of
Mexico

  

  
The current Mexican flag has been in use since 1821, but became
official in 1968. The colors of its three vertical stripes have
different meanings depending on who you ask. Green can be
independence from Spain or hope. The target can be the purity of
the Catholic religion or the unity of the people. Lastly, red
represents the blood of national heroes.

  
 


  

  
Some believe that the only difference with the flag of Italy is
that the Mexican shield appears in the center. But if you look
closely, the shades of green and red are darker in the Mexican
flag. In addition, the Mexican flag has more elongated
proportions.

  
 


  

  
29.- Chichen Itzá is one of the wonders of the world

  

  
Chichen Itzá is a Mayan archaeological site considered one of
the wonders of the modern world. Its attractive star is the temple
of Kukulcán, in the shape of a pyramid. It is impressive to think
that it was built in the 12th century. It is full of details that
demonstrate pre-Columbian astronomical knowledge. An essential stop
on a trip to Mexico!

  
 


  

  
30.- Home of the largest pyramid

  

  
Did you think that the pyramids of Egypt were insurmountable?
Well, Mexico has the largest pyramid in the world! The Great
Pyramid of Cholula measures 450 meters by 450 meters, rising 55
meters above the plain where construction began around 300 BC.

  
 


  

  
31.- It has the lowest volcano in the world

  

  
It seems incredible that a pyramid from more than 20 centuries
ago could be taller than a volcano. But that's the way it is. One
of the funniest things about Mexico is that Puebla is home to the
lowest volcano in the world. The Cuexcomate volcano is inactive and
measures only 13 meters. There are stairs installed so you can
climb to the top in no time.

  
 


  

  
32.- Yucatán was the result of a misunderstanding, one of the
funniest curiosities in Mexico

  
 


  

  
The Yucatan Peninsula is the main tourist destination in
Mexico. There is the Riviera Maya with its paradisiacal beaches and
the famous city of Cancun. Everyone knows the Yucatan peninsula,
but did you know that it was baptized that way by accident? When
the Spaniards arrived at the place, they asked what it was called.
The natives did not understand Spanish and answered "Ma’anaatik ka
t’ann", or what is the same, "I don't understand you." The Spanish
settlers thought that that was the real name of the place and that
is how it remains until today.

  
 


  

  
33.- Cenotes, a fascinating natural phenomenon

  

  
One of the most surprising attractions that you can visit in
the Yucatan peninsula are the cenotes, flooded caverns ideal for
taking a bath. In 2018 Sac Actun was discovered, the largest set of
underground cavities in the world with 347 kilometers. It is
authentic Mexican heritage at all levels because fresh water that
it stores contributes to maintaining biodiversity and artifacts of
ancient civilizations were also found in the walls of the
caves.

  
 


  

  
34.- Artists can pay taxes with their works

  

  
One of the most striking curiosities of Mexico is that the
Mexican government accepts works of art as a form of payment.
Painters, sculptors, photographers, artisans and artists who make
engravings can give their creations as a form of payment in kind
during the annual tax return since 1994.

  
 


  

  
35.- Spanish-speaking country with more inhabitants

  

  
Logic would say that Spain is the main place where Spanish is
spoken. But with more than 120 million inhabitants, Mexico
surpasses any other country. About 90% of Mexicans speak
Spanish.

  
 


  

  
36.- There are 68 recognized languages

  

  
You may be wondering what happens to the remaining 10% of the
population that does not speak Spanish. One of the most unknown
curiosities of Mexico is that there are 68 native languages and 364
recognized linguistic variants in the country in addition to
Spanish. Surprisingly, Mexico has no official language.

  
 


  

  
37.- Largest beer exporter in the world

  

  
Beer lover? You are in luck if you plan to visit Mexico because
it is the country that most exports this drink. The Corona brand is
the best known in other countries, but other Mexican beer brands
that you should try are Indio, Pacífico, Sol, Modelo, Tecate,
Bohemia or Victoria.

  
 


  

  
38.- Coca Cola is God, among the most crazy curiosities of
Mexico

  

  
Mexico is the country with the highest consumption of Coca Cola
in the entire planet. Consumption per inhabitant is 160 liters of
soft drink per year, which is equivalent to practically half a
liter every day.

  
 


  

  
Devotion goes so far that in the town of San Juan Chamula, Coca
Cola is literally considered a holy drink. The faithful leave
bottles as offerings in the local church and there are even those
who think that it has healing powers.

  
 


  

  
39.- Among the largest countries in the world

  

  
Taking into account its surface, Mexico is the 13th largest
country in the world. But it practically tops the ranking of the
most obese countries, just behind the United States. More than 70%
of its population is overweight, while a third of Mexicans suffer
from obesity.

  
 


  

  
40.- Mexican gastronomy, a World Heritage Site

  

  
Along with the Mediterranean diet, French and Japanese cuisine,
Mexican dishes have the honor of being one of the select cuisines
considered Intangible Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO. Do not miss
the opportunity to taste its delicacies! Enchiladas, burritos,
tacos, beans and corn in all its forms are the protagonists in the
kitchen.

  
 


  

  
41.- Chocolate was a Mexican discovery

  

  
Are you one of those who thinks we would be a little more
unhappy if chocolate didn't exist? The Olmec, Aztec, Toltec and
Mayan civilizations are to be thanked! Since about 3,000 they began
to grow cocoa trees. And at the time they already gave it a lot of
value, so much so that they used the fruit as currency. They also
began to prepare cocoa form of drink, which earned the nickname
"drink of the gods."

  
 


  

  
In fact, the word chocolate has Nahuatl origin. Xócoc means
bitter, while atl is water. Therefore, chocolate is technically
bitter water.

  
 


  

  
42.- The paradise of silver

  

  
Silver is another very valuable material that is abundant in
Mexico. It is the world's largest producer, practically 6 tons of
silver per year leave Mexico. If you like jewelry, it is a very
good idea to take the opportunity to buy precious pieces of silver
on your visit to the country.

  
 


  

  
43.- Very macabre rituals, one of the most surprising
curiosities of Mexico

  
 


  

  
One of the most macabre Aztec rituals was to sacrifice between
10,000 and 50,000 people each year. They had the belief that the
world would end if human blood did not flow.

  
 


  

  
44.- Day of the Dead to celebrate life

  

  
Speaking of deaths, the most popular Mexican holiday is the Day
of the Dead. It begins on October 31 each year and lasts for three
days. Those who have already passed away are remembered with
offerings at their graves while life is celebrated in style with
parades and music in the streets. The most striking are the typical
colored skulls to symbolize that mix between life and death.

  
 


  

  
45.- Let's talk about parties ...

  

  
In addition to the Day of the Dead, Cinco de Mayo is the most
internationally known Mexican holiday. Many people have the
mistaken belief that independence from Spain is celebrated. But
Independence Day is September 16. On May 5, the victory of the
French troops is remembered that same day in 1862, during the
French Intervention.

  
 


  

  
Both days are holidays with public celebrations in the form of
fireworks, music, dancing, and parades in major Mexican
cities.

  
 


  

  
46.- Mexico City sinks

  

  
We do not say it figuratively. The capital of Mexico sinks at a
rate of 6 to 8 inches each year. The loss of height is caused by
the extraction of water from the lake on which Mexico City is
located. But there is no reason to worry, as it is still one of the
highest capitals in the world, located at 2240 meters above sea
level.

  
 


  

  
47.- The largest university in the world is Mexican

  

  
Can you believe that the National Autonomous University of
Mexico has more than 360,000 enrolled students? With those figures,
it is the largest in the world. It was founded in 1551, also
earning the record for being the oldest university in North
America.

  
 


  

  
48.- Privileged ecosystem, one of the best curiosities of
Mexico

  
 


  

  
Mexico has an impressive variety of ecosystems thanks to its
seven different climatic zones. From cloud forests to coral reefs,
passing through volcanoes and impressive lagoons. its landscapes
are home to thousands of exotic species such as jaguars, pumas,
iguanas, monkeys and birds. On its coasts you can see stingrays,
manatees and even whales.

  
 


  

  
One of the most beautiful places we saw in Mexico was the
beaches of Holbox, a perfect island to see lots of birds.

  
 


  

  
49.- Strong hand with weapons, one of the least known
curiosities of Mexico

  

  
Unfortunately, Mexico has the reputation of being one of the
most violent countries. The truth is that homicide rates are quite
high, but it will not be because of the lack of regulation of
firearms! There is only one store where you can buy pistols in the
whole country. It is located in Mexico City and is managed by the
army. To buy a weapon you have to follow a very cumbersome process.
For this reason, it is estimated that 90% of the weapons in Mexico
are contraband and arrive from the United States.

  
 


  

  
50.- The busiest border

  

  
It's not just guns that cross the border into the United
States. In fact, it is the busiest border crossing in the world
with more than 350 million people crossing it each year. One of the
funniest curiosities of Mexico is that until 2007 a volleyball
match was held between the inhabitants of the Mexican Naco and the
American Naco. The border fence served as a net, but this beautiful
tradition was ended when a higher fence was installed.

  
 


  

  
Thanks to the immense area that the country occupies, in
addition to its varied climates and reliefs, it is considered
megadiverse. Mexico treasures 10% of all species on the
planet.

  
 


  

  
51.- In Mexico City there are 151 registered museums and
another 200 that are not yet fully recognized. Thus, it is
considered the second city with the most museums in the world, and
the first in America.

  
 


  

  
52.- Dozens of languages.

  

  
In addition to being megadiverse, Mexico is multilingual, since
68 indigenous languages are spoken in the nation, in addition to
Spanish. Many of these languages are still alive in Mexican
culture. So while some only want English to be spoken, in Mexico 69
languages are spoken.

  
 


  

  
53.- Mexico City sinks faster than Venice.

  

  
Yes, it is sad, but over the years the historic city gradually
sinks. It is estimated that the city is sinking 2 to 30 centimeters
each year. Because the city is on water bases, the terrain slowly
gives way.

  
 


  

  
54.- The largest plaza in a Hispanic city.

  

  
The Zócalo measures 46,800 square meters. Its name is due
precisely to the base that was prepared to build a plaza, a project
that was never carried out. We only have that base or plinth
proposed in 1842 by the winner of a contest to make a monument in
homage to the Independence of Mexico.

  
 


  

  
55.- The first American city was founded in Mexico.

  

  
Magic.

  

  
It is precisely Mexico City, in Nahuatl, Tenochtitlan, the
first to be founded on the American continent. It was in 1325, and
at that time, the Aztec capital had about 300 thousand
inhabitants.

  
 


  

  
56.- The second most visited Catholic sanctuary in the
world.

  

  
After the Vatican is the beautiful Basilica of Guadalupe. An
estimated 14 million people visit it annually.

  

  
57.- Extinction of the dinosaurs.

  

  
65 million years ago a meteorite impacted the area of the
Yucatan peninsula, leaving a 180-kilometer crater 600 meters deep.
It was found in 1981 when a drilling company was doing work in the
area. It is likely that this meteorite was the cause of the
extinction of the dinosaurs.

  
 


  

  
58.-Taxi!

  

  
It's neighborhood taxi Mexico City If you want to see a sea of
taxis, don't go to New York, but to Mexico City. It is the city
with the largest number of taxis in the world: about 60
thousand.

  
 


  

  
59.- Luxury gastronomy.

  

  
ES BARRIO food mexico magic food Do you want to eat an
incredible dish every day, full of colors and diversity? Then order
Mexican food. It is so rich and for all tastes that UNESCO declared
Mexican gastronomy Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

  
 


  

  
60.- The Bell of Dolores, with which Hidalgo called the people
to join the independence struggle, originally bore the name of
Esquilón San José. This bell dates from 1768 and was kept in
Dolores Hidalgo until 1896.

  
 


  

  
61.- El Pípila is one of the most emblematic figures of the
independence of Mexico; however, its existence has never been
proven. According to legend, Juan José de los Reyes Martínez - his
real name - survived the independence struggle and died 53 years
after burning the doors of the Alhóndiga de Granaditas. His death
was due to a lung disease, a consequence of a life of work in the
mines.

  
 


  

  
62.- José Miguel Ramón Adaucto Fernández y Félix is the full
name of the first president of Mexico. Guadalupe Victoria decided
to change her name after taking Oaxaca in 1812, reflecting her
devotion to the Virgin of Guadalupe and showing off her military
experience.

  
 


  

  
63.- Everyone knows that the official name of the Zócalo in
Mexico City is Plaza de la Constitución. What not many know is that
the constitution to which the name refers is the Spanish
constitution of 1812, the Constitution of Cádiz.

  
 


  

  
64.- The first time that the independence struggle of Mexico
was commemorated with the traditional Grito was in 1812, in
Huichapan, Hidalgo. The ceremony was carried out by Ignacio López
Rayón and Andrés Quintana Roo.

  
 


  

  
65.- During the government of Antonio López de Santa Anna,
taxes were charged for each door and window that a house had. A
monthly tax was even levied on dogs and horses.

  
 


  

  
66.- The first photograph taken in Mexico was the work of the
Frenchman Jean Prelier Dudoille. Prelier photographed the Port of
Veracruz when he arrived in Mexico on December 3, 1839. A few
months later, Prelier himself already had a photographic collection
of Mexico that included the Metropolitan Cathedral, the Piedra del
Sol and the Palacio de Minería.

  

  
67.- Maximiliano de Habsburgo was one of the main promoters of
charrería during his tenure and he was even awarded some
modifications to the typical Mexican costume.

  
 


  

  
68.- Maximiliano is also responsible for imposing the decimal
system in the national currency. Until that moment, a peso could
only be divided into 8 reais and not a hundred cents.

  
 


  

  
69.- María Carlota was the first and only woman to be in charge
of the Mexican government. The empress served as regent during
Maximiliano's tours to the interior of the country and enacted
several laws during these periods. The full name of the empress was
Marie Charlotte Amélie Augustine Victoire Léopoldine de
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.

  
 


  

  
70- In the battle of Chapultepec in 1848, about 50 cadets were
involved, many members of the Military College and almost 3,000
soldiers, not just six punished adolescents.

  
 


  

  
71.- The sacrifice of one of the Niños Héroes to rescue the
national flag from the hands of the US Army —the stories do not
agree on whether it was Melgar, Escutia or de la Barrera— is not
mentioned in any book until several decades after the events.

  
 


  

  
72.- The iconic phrase "Effective suffrage, no reelection" was
coined by Porfirio Díaz himself during Benito Juárez's last
reelection in 1871. History did justice when Francisco I. Madero
used the same phrase in his 1910 electoral campaign.

  
 


  

  
73.- Fifty years after the culmination of the independence
struggle, only two presidents had managed to end their mandate:
Guadalupe Victoria and Benito Juárez.

  
 


  

  
74.- On July 18, 1872, Benito Juárez died of angina pectoris.
It is the only occasion in which a Mexican president has died of
natural causes in the course of his term.

  
 


  

  
75.- The Castle of Chapultepec was the first headquarters of
the National Astronomical Observatory of Mexico in 1878. Currently
the OAN is located in the Sierra de San Pedro Mártir in Baja
California.

  
 


  

  
76.- The Angel of Independence was inaugurated as part of the
celebrations for the centenary of the beginning of the independence
struggle. The model that shaped Niké, the Greek goddess of victory,
was María Mazadiego Fernández, Don Porfirio's secretary.

  
 


  

  
77.- 18. Pedro Lascuráin was president of Mexico for 45 minutes
on the afternoon of February 19, 1913. His term holds the record
for the shortest presidency in history.

  
 


  

  
78.- The official history of Mexico refers us to Benito Juárez
as the only indigenous president of Mexico. However, Victoriano
Huerta, born in the Colotlán mountains in Jalisco, was of Cora
ancestry.

  
 


  
 


  

  
79.- The only president of Mexico assassinated during his
mandate has been Venustiano Carranza.

  
 


  

  
80.- The Northern Division has been the largest revolutionary
army ever assembled in America. By 1915, it had 50,000 men among
townspeople, members of the Mexican army who opposed the Huertista
regime, and even foreign mercenaries.

  
 


  

  
81.- The Official Residence of Los Pinos has been the residence
of the presidents of Mexico since 1934. The name refers to an
orchard in Michoacán where Lázaro Cárdenas —the first inhabitant of
the house— met his wife, Amalia Solórzano. Before this area was
known as La Hormiga.

  
 


  

  
82.- The national anthem was composed in 1854 by Francisco
González Bocanegra and Jaime Nunó, but it was not until 1943 that
it became official.

  
 


  

  
83.- The monument to Álvaro Obregón kept the ex-president's
amputated hand on display until his family decided to incinerate it
in 1989.

  
 


  

  
84.- Andrés Manuel López Obrador is the second Mexican
president to emerge from a left-wing party in Mexico. The first was
Plutarco Elías Calles, promoted to the presidency by the Mexican
Communist Party in 1924.

  
 


  

  
85.- The National Institute of Statistics and Geography (Inegi)
released this Monday the results of the 2020 Population and Housing
Census, where several interesting data stand out, for example, that
the total population of Mexico is 126 million 14 thousand 24
population.

  

  
That is, 13 million 691 thousand 267 inhabitants more than in
2010, when 112 million 322 thousand 757 inhabitants were
reported.

  
 


  

  
86.- Mexico ranks 11th in population worldwide, below Japan and
above Ethiopia, remaining in the same place with respect to
2010.

  
 


  

  
87.- In Mexico there are 64 million 540 thousand 634 women,
which is equivalent to 51.2% of the population, while 61 million
473 thousand 390 inhabitants are men, 48.8%.

  
 


  

  
88.- Oaxaca has the highest percentage of women, 52.2
percent.

  
 


  

  
89.- Baja California Sur has the highest percentage of men,
50.8 percent.

  
 


  

  
90.- The median age in Mexico is 29 years.

  
 


  

  
91.- Chiapas is the state with the youngest median age 24
years, CDMX is the state with the oldest median age, 35 years.

  
 


  

  
92.- The most populated state in the country is the State of
Mexico with 16 million 992 thousand 418 inhabitants, while Colima
is the one with the least inhabitants has 731 thousand 391.

  
 


  

  
93.- There are 185,243 localities with less than 2,500
inhabitants and 145 localities with more than 100,000
inhabitants.

  
 


  

  
94.- Indigenous languages with more speakers:

  

  
Nahuatl 1 million 651 thousand 958

  

  
Maya 774 thousand 755

  

  
Tseltal 589 thousand 144

  

  
Tsoltsil 550 thousand 274

  

  
Mixtec 526 thousand 593

  

  
Zapotec 490,845

  

  
Otomí 298 thousand 861

  

  
Totonaco 256 thousand 344

  

  
Ch’ol 254 thousand 715

  

  
Mazatleco 237 thousand 212

  
 


  

  
95.- Indigenous languages with fewer speakers:

  

  
1. Awakateko

  

  
2. Kickapoo

  

  
3. Ayapaneco

  

  
4. Kiliwa

  

  
5. Oluteco

  

  
6. Teko

  

  
7. Ixil

  

  
8. Qato’k

  

  
9. Kaqchikel

  

  
10. Cucapá

  
 


  

  
96.- Population with disabilities, with limitations in daily
activity or with some mental problem or condition: 20 million 838
thousand 108, that is to say 16.5%

  
 


  

  
97.- Illiteracy rate of the population aged 15 years or over:
4.7%

  
 


  
 


  

  
98.- Average level of education of the population aged 15 years
or more: Men: 9.8, women 9.6; total 9.7

  
 


  

  
99.- Entities with the highest average level of education:

  

  
CDMX 11.5

  

  
New Leon 10.7

  

  
Queretaro 10.5

  
 


  

  
100.- Entities with the highest average level of
education:

  

  
Warrior 8.4

  

  
Oaxaca 8.1

  

  
Chiapas 7.8

  
 


  

  
101.- Distribution of the population aged 21 and over by
marital situation:

  

  
Married 35.4%

  

  
Single 34.2%

  

  
Free union 18.3%

  

  
Separated 5.2%

  

  
Widow 4.8%

  

  
Divorced 2.0%

  
 


  

  
102.- Average number of occupants per dwelling: 3.6

  
 


  

  
103.- Homes with internet in Mexico:

  

  
In 2010: 21.3%

  

  
In 2020: 52.1%

  
 


  

  
104.- Mexico City is 2,240 meters above sea level.

  

  
It is one of the first curious facts about Mexico City that we
discover, when we see that the average annual temperature is only
17 degrees. Many tourists notice that they tire very quickly and
some even suffer from dizziness, it is a matter of altitude! If you
climb the Torre Latinoamericana, you will see that CDMX is located
in a valley, completely surrounded by mountains.

  
 


  

  
105.- Mexico City is the oldest city in the American
continent.

  

  
Its foundation dates back to 1325, when the Aztecs built the
city of Tenochtitlan, capital of the Mexica Empire. It had 300,000
inhabitants, much more than any European city at the time.

  
 


  

  
106.- In the center of Mexico City are the ruins of an Aztec
temple.

  
 


  

  
107.- Ruins of the Templo Mayor

  

  
Under Mexico City the Templo Mayor is buried, along with the
rest of the city of Tenochtitlan. It has a museum where you can
learn about the history of Tenochtitlan from its foundation in
1325, until its disappearance at the hands of the Spanish settlers
in 1521.

  
 


  

  
108.- A considerable part of Mexico City is built on a
lake.

  

  
Another curious fact about Mexico City is that it is built on a
lake! Mexico City is located in a valley surrounded by mountains,
which was formerly covered by a large body of water, Lake
Texcoco.

  
 


  

  
With the arrival of the Spanish, a drainage system was built to
dry the lake and build on the Basin of Mexico. But the aquifers
that have dried up over the years mean that with the weight of the
city, the ground gives way under your feet between 5 and 7 cm every
year!

  
 


  

  
109.- The oldest street in Mexico is Calle Tacuba.

  

  
At the time of the Mexica Empire, it was the street that linked
Tenochtitlan, on Lake Texcoco, with the mainland heading west.
Today this street continues to exist, it is Calle Tacuba and has
its beginning in the Cathedral and its end in the Postal
Palace.

  
 


  

  
110.- The Zócalo in Mexico City is the second largest square in
the world and the first among Spanish-speaking countries.

  

  
Also known as Plaza de la Constitución, it has an area of
approximately 47,000 square meters. The Zócalo is the heart of the
Historic Center and is surrounded by the Metropolitan Cathedral of
Mexico City, the Old City Hall, the National Palace, hotels and
restaurants.

  
 


  

  
111.- Mexico City has 8 important archaeological sites.

  

  
The 8 archaeological zones of Mexico City are: Cuicuilco, Santa
Cruz Acalpixca, El Templo Mayor, Acozaco, Teotihuacán, Tenayuca,
Santa Cecilia and Tlatelolco.

  
 


  

  
112.- The most popular and most visited are the Templo Mayor in
the center of the city and the Pyramids of Teotihuacán (in the
photo), about 50 kilometers northeast of the city.

  
 


  

  
113.- The National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) has
one of the largest campuses in the world.

  
 


  

  
114.- UNAM Central Library

  

  
Declared a World Heritage Site in 2007, UNAM has one of the
largest and most attractive campuses for tourism in the world.

  
 


  

  
115.- Mexico City has one of the largest metropolitan areas in
the world.

  
 


  

  
116.- Mexico City has a population of 23 million inhabitants.
It is a huge city.

  
 


  

  
117.- The tallest building in Mexico City is the Torre
Reforma.

  

  
Located on Avenida Paseo de la Reforma, it is a modern office
building and at 246 meters high it is currently the tallest
building in Mexico City. It is followed by the Chapultepec Uno
Tower (241m) and the BBVA Tower (235m).

  
 


  

  
118.- Since 2016 it is no longer called Mexico DF, but Mexico
City or simply Mexico (to the confusion of tourists).

  
 


  

  
119.- The largest Mexican flag in Mexico City is in Campo
Marte.

  

  
Contrary to what many may think, the largest Mexican flag in
Mexico City is not the one that flies in El Zócalo, but the one
that flies in Campo Marte.

  
 


  

  
120.- At the initiative of the Ernesto Zedillo government in
1999, throughout all of Mexico a series of monumental flags are
hoisted, which are among the largest flags in the world raised on a
pole.

  
 


  

  
121.- The flag of Mexico has an eagle that perches on a cactus
while killing a snake.

  
 


  

  
122.- Flag of Mexico. Lescena is the one that the Aztecs saw on
a small island in Lake Texcoco and believed that it was a sign to
found Tenochtitlan here, the capital of the Mexica Empire.

  
 


  

  
123.- Mexico City is the second city with the most museums in
the world.

  
 


  

  
124.- Soumaya Museum

  

  
This is another of the curious facts about Mexico City that
surprised us the most. It is the second city with the most museums
in the world, behind London. The most visited museum in the city is
the National Museum of Anthropology.

  
 


  

  
125.- Mexico City has the largest stadium in Latin America and
one of the largest stadiums in the world.

  
 


  

  
126.- With a capacity for 87,500 people, the Azteca Stadium in
Mexico City is one of the largest arenas in the world.

  
 


  

  
127.- The inhabitants of Mexico City are called
«chilangos».

  

  
When he was DF they were referred to as "defeños", being the
capital of the country they are also called "capitalinos", but the
most common is to call them "chilangos".

  
 


  

  
128.- In Mexico City you will find the only royal castle in
America, the Castillo de Chapultepec.

  

  
Located in the Bosque de Chapultepec, it was not even a castle
in its beginnings. Several reforms were made to make it resemble a
castle, after Maximiliano of Austria moved to Mexico, accepting the
offer of the Crown of Mexico, by the Conservative Party.

  
 


  

  
129.- El Bosque de Chapultepec is the largest urban park in
Latin America.

  

  
Twice the size of Central Park in New York, Bosque de
Chapultepec is the great green lung of CDMX. It is divided into 3
sections, in which you will find large ideal spaces for sports,
museums, lakes, buying souvenirs, etc ...

  
 


  

  
130.- The second most visited Catholic temple in the world is
the Basilica of Santa María de Guadalupe.

  

  
Basilica of Santa Maria de Guadalupe

  

  
The Basilica of Santa María de Guadalupe in Mexico City
receives some 20 million pilgrims annually, behind the Basilica of
San Pedro in the Vatican.

  
 


  

  
31.- Mexico City has an exact replica of the Cibeles Fountain
in Madrid.

  

  
Cibeles Fountain in CDMX

  

  
Built in 1980 and remodeled in 2011, it is a symbol of
brotherhood between the Mexican and Spanish communities. It is
located at the crossroads of Oaxaca, Durango, Medellín and El Oro
streets.

  
 


  

  
132.- The true protagonist of "La Cucaracha" was Victoriano
Huerta.

  
 


  

  
133.- La Cucaracha is a Spanish corrido, which became popular
in Mexico during the Mexican Revolution and the lyrics were adapted
several times depending on the events of the time. One of the
legends tells that it was written to ridicule Victoriano Huerta,
military man and president of Mexico between 1913 and 1914 as a
result of a coup.

  

  
Victoriano walked lame as a result of a gunshot wound to his
leg and said that marijuana eased the pain. And the chorus they
dedicated to it goes like this:

  

  
«The cockroach, the cockroach, can no longer walk,

  

  
because it lacks because it does not have, marijuana to smoke
».

  
 


  

  
134.- Let's start with something quite basic, but that many
foreigners do not know about Mexico: the current Constitution
promulgated in 1917 establishes that the official name of the
country is the United Mexican States.

  
 


  

  
135.- The surface of Mexico is 1,973,000 km², which is why it
is considered the fourteenth largest country in the world and the
third largest in Latin America.

  
 


  

  
136.- Mexico has a population of 126.2 million (2018).

  
 


  

  
137.- It is the most populated Spanish-speaking country, as
well as the seventh country with the greatest linguistic diversity
in the world: the state recognizes Spanish as a national language
along with 67 indigenous languages of the nation.

  
 


  

  
138.- Currently, in our country there are 121 Magical
Towns.

  
 


  

  
139.- According to information from the National Institute of
Anthropology and History (I.N.A.H.), in Mexico there are at least
37,266 archaeological sites registered. Where to start? Here you
can read about the 26 pre-Hispanic vestiges that every Mexican must
visit once in their life.

  
 


  

  
140.- After the Vatican, we have the Basilica of Guadalupe, the
second most visited Catholic site in the world, attended by 14
million people annually.

  
 


  

  
141.- We house the Chapultepec Castle, the only Royal Castle
built in the American continent.

  
 


  

  
142.- According to the World Tourism Organization, Mexico is
the main tourist destination in Latin America and the tenth most
visited in the world, thanks to the 32 cultural or natural sites
that are considered by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. Our country
is, in this sense, the first in the continent and the sixth in the
world.

  
 


  

  
143.- 10 curious facts about the Day of the Dead that you
probably did not know

  

  
Mexico is the country with the highest silver production.

  
 


  

  
144.- Mexico City has 1,499 square kilometers of land area, is
currently the second most populated area in the world (after Tokyo,
Japan), has more than a hundred countries in inhabitants and has a
population similar to that of throughout Central America.

  
 


  

  
145.- In 2010, Mexican gastronomy was recognized as Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. By the way, here you can read 15
popular Mexican sayings that show our particular relationship with
food.

  
 


  

  
146.- In Mexico City there are 151 registered museums and
another 200 that are not yet fully recognized. Thus, it is
considered the second city with the most museums in the world, and
the first in America. If you need a guide, these are the most
important museums.

  
 


  

  
147.- Mexico is the fourth country with the greatest
biodiversity in the world, since between 10% and 12% of all the
world's species can be found in our territory.

  
 


  

  
148.– Contrary to what many may think, the Mayans never became
extinct. It is true that with the arrival of the Spanish colonists
they suffered numerous casualties, especially due to diseases that
came from the Old World. But today there are about 7 million Mayan
descendants.

  
 


  

  
149.– They settled in America in areas of the Yucatan Peninsula
of Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras and Belize. It is one
of the longest-lived ancient civilizations on the continent: it is
said to have been born approximately 3,000 years ago (the period
from 250 to 900 being the most fruitful).

  
 


  

  
150.– It was one of the most advanced cultures of its time,
especially in the fields of mathematics (they introduced the
concept of “zero”) and astronomy (they created a solar calendar,
predicted eclipses…).

  
 


  

  
151.– They were polytheists, so they believed in many gods. The
main ones were:

  

  
Hanab Ku: the God of the gods, the supreme being

  

  
Chac: God of rain

  

  
Kukulcán: God of wind and water, represented by a feathered
serpent

  

  
Chac Bolay: God of the underworld

  

  
Ahau Kin: God of the Sun

  

  
Ix Chel: Goddess of the Moon

  

  
Yun Kaaz: God of Corn

  

  
Buluc Chabtan: God of War

  

  
Mayan temple masks Uxmal

  
 


  

  
152.– Some scholars believe that the Mayans buried their dead
in their own house, both to protect the remains and so that the
spirit of the deceased could remain with them.

  
 


  

  
153.– Similar to the burials of the pharaohs in Egypt, when a
nobleman died in the Mayan civilization, his belongings and his
servants were buried with him. The reason is that it was believed
that in this way they could continue to serve him in the
afterlife.

  
 


  

  
154.– The Mayans thought that the universe was divided into 3
parts: the sky (where the heavenly bodies lived), the earth (where
they lived, with all the elements of nature) and the underworld
(where the gods of the death).

  
 


  

  
155.– Medicine was another subject that they mastered,
especially thanks to their great knowledge in herbology and natural
medicine. There is evidence that human hair is used to suture
wounds and fillings for cavities.

  
 


  

  
156.– One of the most famous curiosities of the Mayan
civilization made more than one tremble in 2012… And it is that
some maintain the theory that the Mayans had predicted the end of
the world for the December solstice of that year! Fortunately, as
you may have seen, life took its course, although many scholars
believe that more than at the end of the apocalyptic world, the
prophecy wanted to hint at a change of consciousness.

  
 


  

  
157.– It is believed that the English term “shark” has its
origin in the Mayan word “xoc” (shark).

  
 


  

  
158.– If you grew up watching the drawings «The thousand and
one ... 
  
Americas» you will remember the yellow dog and its owner
playing the game of ball, the main entertainment of the Mayan
civilization. 
  
Although it had more of a religious ritual ceremony than a real
game. It was a competition between two teams with the ultimate goal
of putting a ball into a stone hoop with the help of hips, elbows
and knees. At the end of the game, normally the captain of the
winning team had a very peculiar reward: he was offered as a human
sacrifice to the gods, an honor in the Mayan culture.

  
 


  

  
159.– Unlike the Aztec civilization that was conquered in a few
years, the Mayans took about 170 years to be dominated (the key
date was the defeat of the Itzá people in Guatemala in 1697).

  
 


  

  
160.– The Mayans had a writing system similar to that of
Egyptian hieroglyphs.

  
 


  

  
161.– In terms of architecture, it was one of the great
landmarks of the Mayans. Its stepped pyramids scattered throughout
the territory they inhabited are currently one of the most desired
tourist destinations in the world. At the top of all of them is the
impressive ancient Mayan city of Chichén Itzá.

  
 


  

  
162.– The Kukulkán pyramid in the Chichén Itzá complex has 4
steps, each with 91 steps. If we add the upper platform to these,
the number we get is 365. Yes, each step represents a day of the
Mayan calendar (haab). And it is that one of the most amazing
findings is that its solar calendar was 365 days, does it sound
like something to you?

  
 


  

  
163.– Mayan society was essentially based on two activities:
agriculture and commerce. The products that most traded were honey,
cocoa or cotton. There was no money, it was a society based on
barter.

  
 


  

  
164.– In order to exchange these goods with peoples that were
hundreds of kilometers away, the Mayans built what is considered
the oldest road network in the world. They are what they called
Sacbé, whose translation is "white road", since they were elevated
and covered with lime, so that they were visible even at night. At
present you can see remains of these roads in some Mayan ruins, for
example the Ruins of Ek Balam.

  
 


  

  
165.– The Mayan Empire is not considered because, unlike many
other civilizations, it never had a figure or a city that unified
all the territories. The reality is that the Maya were divided into
different city-states, each ruled by a figure.

  
 


  

  
166.– The most important Mayan peoples were:

  

  
Tutul Xiues: they occupied the central part of the Yucatan
Peninsula and established cities as important as Uxmal or
Maní.

  

  
Itzaes: they settled in the eastern part of the Yucatan
Peninsula, although little by little they were expanding their
borders. Among its main cities are the impressive Chichén Itz. or
Edzná.

  

  
Cocomes: they dominated the northern part of the Yucatan
Peninsula. Together with the other two peoples, they founded "The
Mayapán League", which exercised its power throughout the peninsula
until its dissolution. The most splendid city of the Cocomes was
Mayapán.

  
 


  

  
167.– Society used to be divided into strata and positions. At
the head of a city was the ruler, or Halach Uinic, who relied on
the priest, or K'iin, and the military chief, or Nacom, to make
decisions. There were also other figures such as astrologers,
explorers, and a kind of lawyers, who knew all the laws of society
and helped whoever needed consultations in legal terms. Curious
right?

  
 


  

  
168.– Possibly the Mayan military leader with the most curious
history was Gonzalo Guerrero, a Spaniard who arrived to conquer the
new worlds and who, after a few years of captivity in an Itzá town,
adopted the customs of his new town and ended up defending it
against the invading Spanish troops. If you want to know more about
the fascinating history of this character, we recommend the book
You will walk with the sun.

  
 


  

  
169.– The names of the people were determined by the day of
birth. In the Mayan culture, at birth there is a spirit of nature
that will protect us throughout life: it is the Nahual. You can
calculate yours on this website, ours are Tijax and Imox.

  
 


  

  
170.– They invented chewing gum! Apparently they were the first
to extract the resin from a tree (sapote) and chewed it in order to
clean their teeth.

  
 


  

  
171.– And speaking of teeth… did you know that they were
sharpened? For them a sharpened tooth was a symbol of great beauty.
As well as having crossed eyes! Children of the Mayan nobility had
a ball tied on their heads right in front of their eyes to attract
and thus divert their gaze. Strabismus was something very
fascinating to them.

  
 


  
 


  

  
172.– The Mayan vocabulary is very extensive and complicated.
There are even words that have completely different meanings, such
as "yaaj" which depending on the context means "love, hate or
suffer."

  
 


  

  
173.– Animal and human sacrifices were part of daily life.
There were even rituals of self-injury and bloodshed (especially
between rulers and priests). One of the best known bloody (but not
deadly) rituals was in which a ruler or priest pierced their
foreskin with a sharp object.

  
 


  

  
174.– The cenotes, which today make tourists from all over the
world fall in love, in the past were places for these sacrifices.
The Mayans believed that the God of Rain (Chac) lived there and the
sacrifices were very frequent (especially of virgin women and
children). There was a case in the last century of an American guy
who bought the land of the Cenote of Chichén Itzá thinking of
draining it and thus keeping the amount of treasures that would
still be hidden under its waters. In the end it appears that a deal
was made with the Mexican government and most of the objects were
recovered.

  
 


  

  
175.- The skull before Halloween

  

  
The first of our curious facts about the Day of the Dead ends
with a myth. For the vast majority of Mexicans, ordering a skull is
considered one of those new customs adapted from Halloween
celebrations in the United States and other countries. And it is
true that Halloween and the Day of the Dead have exchanged symbols
and traditions over the years; however —and against all intuition—
the calaverita is as Mexican as the tortilla.

  
 


  

  
In Mexico, asking for a skull is a practice that was
established in the colony and is closely linked to the Day of the
Dead. If you talk to older people in the towns of central Mexico,
they will confirm that on Day of the Dead it is a tradition to go
out with a box, a pumpkin or a chilacayote with a candle inside to
ask for food, sweets or some other element to complement the
offering. In Chiapas, it is a tradition for children to go out to
order pumpkin on the night of November 1.

  
 


  

  
176.- The souls of the dead return with the monarch
butterflies

  

  
Monarch butterflies return to our country every year and
November marks the beginning of their arrival in the forests of the
State of Mexico and Michoacán. The Purepecha tradition of the Day
of the Dead has incorporated this beautiful coincidence into its
celebrations and in the lake region of Michoacán, butterflies are
seen as symbols of the return to the land of our loved ones.

  
 


  

  
177.- More than two days of celebration

  

  
Traditional offerings must be ready to receive the dead from
October 28 to November 3. Each day the offering is dedicated to the
memory of different people. The last days of October are dedicated
to the forgotten dead, the ancestors, those who lost their lives in
accidents and the souls in purgatory. The dedication of these dates
may vary depending on the geographical area, but something that we
are very clear about is that the first of November is dedicated to
children and the second to adults. On November 3, the offering must
remain standing to dismiss the dead and ask them to return next
year.

  
 


  

  
178.- How many types of pan de muerto do you think there
are?

  

  
Would it surprise you if I told you that there are more than a
hundred different loaves of the dead? Before the Day of the Dead
was recognized by UNESCO, the National Chamber of the Bakery
Industry launched a call for bakers from all over the country to
register the ceremonial breads they made on the occasion of the
celebrations. More than 750 different breads were registered, so
yes, there are more than 100 varieties.

  
 


  

  
179.- The three flowers of the offering

  

  
The altars have three different types of flowers that have very
particular meanings. In the first place there is the marigold; It
is orange in color, represents sunlight and helps the dead find
their way back home. The second flower is the lion's hand; It is
purple in color and symbolizes mourning and grief for the loss of
our loved ones. The third flower is the cloud; This white flower is
very common in pantheons and represents purity.

  
 


  

  
180.- Tradition promoted by the cinema

  

  
Although the Day of the Dead was not recognized by UNESCO as a
World Heritage Site until 2003, it is not a date that went
unnoticed until then. The Night of the Dead - celebrated by the
Purépecha communities of the lake area of Michoacán - is one of the
cultural manifestations that attracts the most crowds in these
times. This tradition became famous before the internet and before
social networks. Its main promoters were two films from the Golden
Age of Mexican Cinema: Janitzio (1935) and Maclovia (1948).
Something similar is happening at this very moment thanks to the
international projection that Coco gave to the Day of the Dead in
2017.

  
 


  

  
181.- The marigold is used to paint chickens

  

  
It's no secret that chickens sold for food in central Mexico
are especially yellow. And it is not that these birds are of any
special variety or that they have a transgenic origin, the peculiar
color of the skin and muscles of these animals - as well as the
yolk of the eggs that you had for breakfast - is due to a coloring
that is obtained of the marigold flower.

  
 


  

  
182.- The Garbancera Skull

  

  
La Catrina is one of the common elements of the iconography
around the Day of the Dead. The origin of this elegant skull dates
back to the 19th century when its image was used to mock the
aspirational nature of Mexico's upper classes, a bourgeoisie that
insisted on living in great luxury - in the European way - in a
country that he was starving. The garbancera skull was popularized
by José Guadalupe Posada and baptized as the catrina skull by Diego
Rivera.

  
 


  

  
183.- Not everywhere is celebrated the same

  

  
The Day of the Dead is not celebrated in the same way
throughout Mexico. This syncretic celebration has elements of the
original cultures of America and in each region of Mexico it shows
different characteristics. These are some examples of this
diversity of celebrations.

  
 


  

  
184.- In the south of Mexico City, Day of the Dead decorations
include lanterns made of china paper that are hung outside houses
and cantoya balloons. The maximum display of cantoya balloons to
celebrate the dead occurs in San Agustín Ohtenco in Milpa
Alta.

  
 


  

  
185.- In Totonacapan (Sierra de Puebla and part of Veracruz),
the celebration of the dead bears the name of ninin and lasts 42
days. It begins on October 18 with the celebrations of Saint Luke,
the day on which the souls of those who drowned return. The return
of these souls is believed to bring with it the icy winds from the
north.

  
 


  

  
186.- In Pomuch, Campeche, Day of the Dead celebrations are
held in the presence of the bones of deceased relatives. It may
sound a bit gloomy, but Pomuch's fiestas share the festive spirit
that characterizes other celebrations of the dead in Mexico.

  
 


  

  
187.- In the Huasteca, one of the main events of the Day of the
Dead is a massive masked dance. Day of the Dead celebrations in
this area of Mexico are known by the name of Xantolo.

  
 


  

  
188.- Do you remember when the Day of the Dead was celebrated
in August?

  

  
That is more than five hundred years old and they were two
different celebrations — one dedicated to the souls of children and
the other to that of adults — which were celebrated at the end of
July and the beginning of September by the Mexica. Once the Spanish
colony was established, the missionaries used the Feast of All
Saints to replace Mesoamerican celebrations in the same way that
pagan celebrations — such as the Samhain that gave rise to
Halloween — had been replaced in some regions of Europe.

  
 


  

  
189.- Aguascalientes

  

  
It owes its name to the abundance of hot springs in the region,
and in this case it literally means "hot waters".

  
 


  

  
190.- Baja California (Baja California Sur and Baja
California)

  

  
The most widely accepted hypothesis is that the Spanish named
California after an imaginary place mentioned in a chivalric novel
by Garci Rodríguez de Montalvo: Las sergas de Esplandián. In the
novel there was an island with that name: "Know that at the right
hand of the Indies there is an island called California very close
to one side of the Earthly Paradise ...". At the same time, it is
very likely that the name of the imaginary island of the novel has
a Latin root: “calida fornax” which means “hot oven”.

  
 


  

  
191.- Campeche

  

  
The original Mayan town was called KaanPeech, being in the
Mayan language Kaan: “snake” and Peech: “tick”. Hence, it is
translated: "place of snakes and ticks." The Spanish, in most
cases, adapted native words to words that were familiar to them.
Thus, they called it Campeche.

  
 


  

  
192.- Chiapas

  

  
The name is due to the Mexica who had called the place
Chía-apan, which in the Nahuatl language means “chía river”. Later,
Chiapas was Spanishized.

  
 


  

  
193.- Chihuahua

  

  
There are five probable meanings, four of them taken from
Tarahumara and one from Nahuatl: "dry and sandy place", "next to
two waters", "place of factories", "place of perforated stone" or
"costalera or saquería".

  
 


  

  
194.- Mexico (state and city)

  

  
Mexico is the Castilianization of a Nahuatl voice. It comes
from México-Tenochtitlan, the Nahuatl name with which the Mexica
used to designate their capital, located in what is now Mexico
City. There are many interpretations of what Mexico means and until
today it is a matter of debate, but perhaps the most accepted is
that it comes from the name of the legendary caudillo who led the
Mexica: Mexitli. So Mexico would mean "land of Mexitli" or "place
of Mexitli."

  
 


  

  
195.- Coahuila

  

  
Some of the proposed meanings for this name of indigenous
origin are: "viper that flies", "place where snakes crawl" and
"place of many trees".

  
 


  

  
196.- Colima

  

  
Its name comes from the Nahuatl acolman, which means "place
where the water twists" or "place where the river bends."

  
 


  

  
197.- Durango

  

  
One of the first Spaniards to arrive in the territory was
Francisco de Ibarra. Durango was the name of a town in the Spanish
province of Vizcaya, the place where Ibarra was born. In turn,
Durango in Basque means "plain surrounded by water and
mountains."

  
 


  

  
198.- Guanajuato

  

  
It owes its name to the native Tarascans who occupied the
territory. In their language, Quana-huuato means “hill of
frogs”.

  
 


  

  
199.- Warrior

  

  
The name of this state is simply a recognition in honor of
"Vicente Guerrero", leader of the Mexican Independence
Movement.

  
 


  

  
200.- Hidalgo

  

  
This state was named in honor of "Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla",
considered the father of the country.

  
 


  

  
201.- Jalisco

  

  
The name of the state comes from the mixture of three words of
Nahuatl origin: "xal" which means sand, "īx", face or surface, and
designates it as "co". So it ultimately means: "on the sand
surface" or "in the sand."

  
 


  

  
202.- Michoacan

  

  
The Mexica gave the kingdom of the Purépecha the name of
michhuahcan, which in the Nahuatl language means "place of the
fish."

  
 


  

  
203.- Morelos

  

  
It is named in honor of the independentista José María Morelos
y Pavón.

  
 


  

  
204.- Nayarit

  

  
Word that in the Cora language means "Son of God who is in
heaven and in the sun." This is how the pre-Hispanic people who
inhabited the region called themselves.

  
 


  

  
205.- New Leon

  

  
The Spanish often named the places the same as another existing
in Spain, adding in some cases the word "new." In this case the
name is in relation to the Kingdom of León in Spain. Thus, without
much science, it means "new Leon."

  
 


  

  
206.- Oaxaca

  

  
The name Oaxaca comes from the Nahuatl name Huāxyacac, which
means “the place at the tip of the gourd”. The gourd is a typical
plant of the region.

  
 


  

  
207.- Puebla

  

  
The origin of the name is in a report by Fray Toribio de
Benavente "trial of the Puebla de los Ángeles" dating from 1531.
The meaning of Puebla is simply "population".

  
 


  

  
208.- Queretaro

  

  
There is no single possible meaning. But the most probable are
one of Purépecha origin: k’erhiretarhu, which means “place of large
stones”, and the other is a Nahuatl word meaning “place where the
ball is played”.

  
 


  
 


  

  
209.- Quintana Roo

  

  
Its name is in honor of Andrés Quintana Roo, Mexican lawyer,
poet and politician.

  
 


  

  
210.- San Luis Potosí

  

  
It owes its name to two origins. On the one hand, to San Luis,
king of France, and on the other, to the historic mining region of
Bolivia, Potosí, since, as in Bolivia, there was potential to
exploit silver mining. Thus, in this case it means “San Luis
Potosí”.

  
 


  

  
211.- Sinaloa

  

  
It is believed to be a composition of words of Cahita origin.
On the one hand, the word sina, which means pitahaya, and on the
other, lobola, which means rounded. Thus, it means: "round
pitahaya". The pitahaya is a fruit, also known as dragon
fruit.

  
 


  

  
212.- Sonora

  

  
It is believed that the first Spaniards arrived at the Yaqui
River on the day of Our Lady of the Rosary and decided to name the
place “Lady”, but since the natives could not pronounce it, they
stayed “Sonora”.

  
 


  

  
213.- Tabasco

  

  
The most widely accepted hypothesis is that it comes from the
name of the indigenous chief "Tabscoob", who ruled the province at
the time of the landing of the Spanish in 1518.

  
 


  

  
214.- Tamaulipas

  

  
It is believed that the name of the state comes from the union
of the Huastecan words tam and holipa, which together mean "place
where people pray a lot."

  
 


  

  
215.- Tlaxcala

  

  
The town that inhabited the region before the arrival of the
Spaniards was called Texcalac, which means "cliff." The Spanish
changed it, by confusion, to Tlaxcala, which means in the native
language, "place of tortillas."

  
 


  

  
216.- Veracruz

  

  
Founded as Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz. 
  
Villa for being similar to the Spanish villas; rich for the
amount of gold obtained from the natives and will see a cross due
to the date they disembarked in front of the island of San Juan de
Ulúa, a Good Friday, where the death of Jesus Christ on the cross
is commemorated. The word Veracruz, literally, means "true
cross."

  
 


  

  
217.- Yucatan

  

  
There are many possible origins and meanings of Yucatan. But
the most reasonable version is believed to be that of Christopher
Columbus's brother, Bartolomé Colón. On one occasion, he met some
natives who were sailing near the coast who, after exchanging
merchandise, pointing to the shores of their land in the distance,
said: Yuk'al-tan mayab, which literally means: “all the who speak
the Mayan language ”. Bartolomé wrote Yucathan maian in his
encyclopedia.

  
 


  

  
218.- Zacatecas

  

  
It comes from the Nahuatl zacatl and means "place where grass
is abundant".

  
 


  
 


  
 


  

  
219.- In a city as big as CDMX, what is abundant are
statistics. We dive into this sea of numbers to bring you some very
interesting facts that represent our city and its inhabitants very
well. Without further ado, this is Mexico City in numbers.















