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publisher's preface

In the enchanting world of piano pedagogy, Hermann Berens' "20 Etudes
enfantines, Op.79" emerges as a charming and educational gem for the aspiring
young pianist. This delightful collection of studies is not just a series of
exercises, but a thoughtful journey designed to captivate and nurture the
musical spirit of a child.

Berens, a composer with a profound insight into the nuances of early musical
education, has carefully crafted these etudes to address the unique needs of
young learners. His approach in "20 Etudes enfantines" is gentle yet effective,
focusing on laying a solid foundation in piano technique while simultaneously
fostering a love for the instrument and its vast expressive possibilities.

Each etude in this collection is a miniature musical masterpiece, tailored to
introduce young pianists to a variety of technical challenges in a way that is
both engaging and accessible. From the delicate touch required in legato
passages to the precise articulation in staccato, these studies cover a wide range
of essential piano techniques. However, Berens' brilliance lies in how he
embeds these technical lessons within delightful melodies and harmonies that
capture the imagination of young players.

"20 Etudes enfantines" also serves as an introduction to musical storytelling.
Berens has a unique ability to transform simple exercises into evocative pieces
that tell stories, depict scenes, or convey emotions. This narrative approach not
only makes the learning process more enjoyable but also helps in developing
the young pianist's interpretative skills.

For teachers, this collection is a treasure trove of teaching material that can be
used to introduce young students to the joys and challenges of piano playing.
For the students, these etudes represent an exciting adventure into the world of
music, laying down the foundational skills that will support their future musical
endeavors.

In summary, Hermann Berens' "20 Etudes enfantines, Op.79" is an exquisite
collection that combines technical development with artistic expression. It is an
essential addition to the repertoire of young pianists, promising to guide,
inspire, and delight them on their musical journey.
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Hermann Berens (1826-1880) was a Swedish composer and pianist,
renowned for his significant contributions to piano pedagogical
literature. Born in Hamburg, Germany, Berens moved to Sweden where
he developed most of his musical career. He was a contemporary of
great composers such as Chopin and Schumann, and his music often
reflects the influence of Romanticism, a period where emotional
expression and freedom in art were highly valued.

Berens is particularly famous for his pedagogical works, which have
earned a reputation for excellence in the field of music education.
Among his most famous works are the "50 Piano Pieces for First
Beginners, Op.70", a collection of pieces designed to guide beginners
through the initial stages of learning the piano. These pieces not only
emphasize the development of technique but also encourage musical
expression and artistic sensitivity.

In addition to his pedagogical work, Berens composed a range of works
for piano, chamber music, and songs. Although not as well-known as
some of his contemporaries, his contribution to music literature for
education has been fundamental, and his compositions are still widely
used and respected in the field of music education.

Berens's music is characterized by its structural clarity, accessible
melody, and rich harmony, making him an ideal author for beginner
piano students. His legacy continues to live through his music, which
remains a valuable resource for piano teachers and students around the
world.
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