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Editor Foreword
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“Those who don't know history are doomed to repeat it.” ― Edmund Burke

More than ever, it is important that we equip ourselves with the power of knowledge through meaningful and thought-provoking discussions to learn from some of the most impactful books in the marketplace today. 

It is our aim to provide quality content for readers to learn critical lessons contained in these books - fast and efficiently. This is why we have distilled the major points into questions made easy for various settings, whether alone or with friends and family. 

Thanks for reading, 

BookMaster
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Part One: Discussion Questions 
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About the Book’s Content
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The Year of Magical Thinking is a memoir by Joan Didion. It was published in October 2005. What is a memoir? Discuss the characteristics this genre encompasses. 

	The memoir takes place over a year. This year was a significant one for the author as it was the year after her husband John Gregory Dunne passed away.  Consider the author's motivation for the memoir. What challenges do you think she details in her story? 

	After its release, The Year of Magical Thinking was dubbed "a classic book about mourning." What do you think is the value of books that deal with mourning? Discuss the benefits they bring to the author and the reader. 

	
The Year of Magical Thinking deals with Didion's own "experiences of grief." Is grief a universal experience? Discuss. 

	During the days leading up to the death of Didion's husband, the couple's daughter Quintana Roo Dunne Michael fell ill with pneumonia that evolved into septic shock. She was hospitalized and sadly fell into a coma. Then, a few days later, Didion and Dunne returned home from a visit to the hospital. While Didion was making dinner, 72-year-old Dunne suffered an unexpected heart attack and died. How do you think unexpected deaths affect us differently compared to death from a long illness? Discuss. 
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