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	INTRODUCTION BY THE PUBLISHER

	 

	Herbert George Wells (1866-1946) was one of the most popular British writers of all time. Prolific in many genres, he wrote more than fifty novels and dozens of short stories. His non-fiction output included works of social commentary, politics, history, popular science, satire, biography and autobiography, but Wells is now best remembered for his Science Fiction novels and has been called the “Father of Science Fiction”. He was nominated for the Nobel Prize in Literature four times.

	His most notable science fiction works include The Time Machine (1895), which was his first novel, The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896), The Invisible Man (1897), The War of the Worlds (1898), the military science fiction The War in the Air (1907), and the dystopian When the Sleeper Wakes (1910). Novels of social realism such as Kipps (1905) and The History of Mr. Polly (1910), which describe lower-middle-class English life, led to the suggestion that he was a worthy successor to Charles Dickens, but Wells described a range of social strata and even attempted, in Tono-Bungay (1909), a diagnosis of English society as a whole.

	A great initiate and scholar of Esotericism and Occultism, and a member of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn - a secret society devoted to the study and practice of occult Hermeticism and metaphysics founded in 1887 in Great Britain by William Robert Woodman, William Wynn Westcott and Samuel Liddell Mathers -, in addition to his fame as a writer, Wells was prominent in his lifetime as a forward-looking, even prophetic social critic who devoted his literary talents to the development of a progressive vision on a global scale. A futurist, he wrote a number of utopian works and foresaw the advent of aircraft, tanks, space travel, nuclear weapons, satellite television and something resembling the World Wide Web. His Science Fiction imagined time travel, alien invasion, invisibility, and biological engineering before these subjects were common in the genre.

	A Dream of Armageddon, first published in the British weekly magazine Black and White, May/June 1901, is an anti-war short story, foretelling the horrors of aerial warfare.

	The story opens aboard a train, when an unwell-looking man strikes up a conversation with the narrator when he sees him reading a book about dreams. The white-faced man says that he has little time for dream analysis because, he says, his dreams are killing him.

	He goes on to tell how he has been experiencing consecutive dreams of an unspecified future time in which he is a major political figure who has given up his position to live with a younger woman on the island of Capri. The dreamer describes the island in detail, despite never having visited it, which impresses the narrator, who has actually been to Capri. The dreamer tells how his dream idyll comes to an end. While dancing, he is approached by an envoy from his own country who implores him to return and resume his old role before his successor brings about a war. However, this would mean leaving the woman he loves, and his dream self chooses love over duty.

	For three weeks of dreams, the solicitor is present at the collapse of the paradisical island of Capri and the future world, while war draws closer and flights of military aircraft are described flying overhead. Global war finally erupts, and his dream life ends in worldwide catastrophe and personal tragedy: the dreamer sees his love killed and experiences his own death. At the very end of the story the protagonist reveals that despite being killed in his dream, he nevertheless carried on dreaming even as his body was being ravaged by "great birds that fought and tore".

	 

	Nicola Bizzi,

	Florence, November 2, 2023.
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	Herbert George Wells

	 

	A DREAM OF ARMAGEDDON

	 

	The man with the white face entered the carriage at Rugby. He moved slowly in spite of the urgency of his porter, and even while he was still on the platform I noted how ill he seemed. He dropped into the corner over against me with a sigh, made an incomplete attempt to arrange his travelling shawl, and became motionless, with his eyes staring vacantly. Presently he was moved by a sense of my observation, looked up at me, and put out a spiritless hand for his newspaper. Then he glanced again in my direction.

	I feigned to read. I feared I had unwittingly embarrassed him, and in a moment I was surprised to find him speaking.

	"I beg your pardon?" said I. — "That book", he repeated, pointing a lean finger, "is about dreams".

	"Obviously", I answered, for it was Fortnum-Roscoe's Dream States, and the title was on the cover.

	He hung silent for a space as if he sought words. "Yes", he said, at last, "but they tell you nothing".

	I did not catch his meaning for a second.

	"They don't know", he added.

	I looked a little more attentively at his face.

	"There are dreams", he said, "and dreams".

	That sort of proposition I never dispute.

	"I suppose——" he hesitated. "Do you ever dream? I mean vividly".

	"I dream very little", I answered. "I doubt if I have three vivid dreams in a year".

	"Ah!" he said, and seemed for a moment to collect his thoughts.

	"Your dreams don't mix with your memories?" he asked abruptly. "You don't find yourself in doubt: did this happen or did it not?".

	"Hardly ever. Except just for a momentary hesitation now and then. I suppose few people do".
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