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			INTRODUCTION



			Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill (Blenheim Palace, 30th November 1874 - London, 24th January 1965) was one of the most important politicians and statesmen of the twentieth century. 

			Churchill was born into an aristocratic family as the grandson of the 7th Duke of Marlborough, and as a young army officer he campaigned in British India, Sudan, and the Second Boer War. He therefore became a well-known war correspondent and wrote books about his campaigns.

			His career as a politician led him to many positions and responsibilities: he served as President of the Board of Trade, Home Secretary, and First Lord of the Admiralty. During the war, he continued as First Lord of the Admiralty until the failure of the Gallipoli Campaign, which caused his departure from government. This caused him to resume active army service on the Western Front as commander of the 6th Battalion of the Royal Scots Fusiliers before returning to government as Minister of Munitions, Secretary of State for War, and Secretary of State for Air. After the War, Churchill served as Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Conservative Baldwin government of 1924–29. 

			During the 1930s, Churchill took the lead in warning about Nazi Germany and in campaigning for rearmament. Upon the outbreak of the Second World War, he was again appointed as First Lord of the Admiralty. After Neville Chamberlain’s resignation on 10th May 1940, Churchill became Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. His refusal to consider defeat or surrender helped inspire British resistance, especially during the days when Britain stood alone in the war against Nazi Germany. Churchill was particularly notable for his speeches and radio broadcasts, which helped inspire the British people. He led Britain as Prime Minister until victory had been secured.

			After the Conservative Party lost the 1945 election, he became leader of the opposition to the Labour government. He then went on to win the 1951 election and became Prime Minister again, before retiring in 1955. Named the Greatest Briton of all time in a 2002 poll, Churchill is widely regarded as being amongst the most influential people in British history.

			However, while his political influence may have been overcome by Europe’s advances and long-lasting period of peace, the influence of his teachings and reflections has only grown with time. Churchill still appears to us, dwellers of the 21st century, as a deep thinker, a first-rate historian and writer, and to such an extent that he was even awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.

			This book brings together almost 200 of his most striking quotations and reflections, ranging from what we would nowadays call self-help and personal motivation, to deeper reflections on knowledge, history and the future of mankind, without forgetting his witty speeches or his humorous confessions about his personal life.
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